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TO THE HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM DAWES QUARRELL, 

07 HIS majesty's PKIVr CpVKCIL or THS 
ISLAND or JAMAIOA. 



My dear Sir, 

X)£DicATioNS, in my opmion, 
ihould be devoted to the gratifica- 
tion of an author's feelings 9 eitligi! 
as marks of private aiFe^ion, or 
as tributes to public merit. Wbfii 
I have an opportunity of combining 
both thefe objects, I cannot confent 
to forego it. Your defire that I 
(hould| for the advantage of the 

A a work, 
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work, infcribe it to , fbme perfon 
in this country of greater influence 
than yourfelf, does you more 
honour than can be derived from 
^. dedication; but as I have all 
the honour of it in view for myfelf, 
I know not how Ijctter to fecure 
it, than by prefixing to thefe 
volumes the name of one whole 
exertions have been publicly ac- 
knowledged to have faved his 
country, and whofe friendfhip for 
myfelf has outlived the united at- 
tacks of time, abfence, and adver- 

Your having had (a important 
a (hare in the tranfa<^ions I .relate, 

and 
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and your having furnifhed me with 
fo large a portion of my materials, 
are additional, reasons for my re- 
queuing your acceptance of a work^ 
which without your afliftancc and 
encouragement would never have 
appeared. 



I am. 


my deur Sir, 




With the higheft efteem. 




And warmeft aflfedion. 
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Tour fincere friend. 




R. a DALLAS. 


L$ndonf 
March \fi^ 1803 
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PREFACE. 



A HE magnitude of the otjeSs which 
have engaged the attention of the world 
during the laft thirteen years ; the revolu- 
tion of empires, the deftrudion of ftates^ 
the extinction of whole clafTes of men, the 
alteration of eftahliihed cuftoms, the facri- 
fice of millions of lives, the general con- 
vulfions throughout the earth, the terrific 
though unavailing ambition of groveling 
upftarts, the unnatural policy and feeble 
efforts of the moft powerful governments, 
the wonderful exploits of Britifti arms ia 
every quarter of the globe j the return of 
Trance to abfolute authority, and the extra- 
ordinary feats and good fortune of the maa 
whg, big with the intent of Cafar croffing 
the Rubicon at the head of the flower of 
the Roman armies, croflfed the Mediter- 
ranean without a foldier, and feized upoa 
the empire ; have accuftomed the minds of 
men to gigantic contemplations. We have 
Vol, L a feea 
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feen a pious and beneficent monarch 
perifli on a fcafFold ; another, virtuous, 
ardent, and heroic, publicly affafiinated; 
a third, privately put to death ; a fourth 
and fifth, chafed from their capitals ; and a 
fovereign Pontiff torn from St* Peter's 
chair, hurried into foreign lands, and dying 
la captivity ; a Queen, bereft of her crown, 
thrufl; in tatters into a common jail amongft 
the vileft of criminals, kept awhile alive 
on the forrieO: food, and at lafl, with an 
heroic firmnefs becoming a Queen, yielding 
her life to the public inftrument of exe* 
cution. We have feen a chain of oppofed 
armies extending from -the north to the 
fouth of Europe ; the navy of a fmall ifland 
blockading all the ports of all the maritime 
powers ; a Ruflian ifTuing from his frozen 
region, chafing vidorious armies before 
him. through Italy, and fcowering the Alps j 
and an Englifhman blowing up navies, one 
after the other, beneath the line and at the 
pole J in fine, we have feen all the paflions 
in a tempefl, and nature herfelf flruggling 
againft the chaos which threatened her 
( ^ery exiftence. But the contemplation of 
' ftupendous objeds, far from difqualifying 

the 
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the mind for the relifh of lefs extenfive 
view8| heightetis its fatisfadion in themt 
as the eye, after poring over the unbounded 
e)tpaofe of the ocean, is relieved and de^ 
lighted by a ftreamlet and a dell. Encou-' 
raged by this reflexion, I undertook, at the 
rtqueft of i friend, to write the hiftory of a 
&ort war, carried on by the government in 
Jamaica, againft the body of black people 
called Maroons,^ long eftabliihed in the iik^ 
tenor of that ifland ; a iubjed: I the more 
reasdily adopted, not only on account of its 
uncommon nature, but becaufe the refiilt of 
the conteft was of great importance to the 
colony. My taik, however, would have 
b^en very brief and incomplete, had I con-* 
fined myfelf to the events of the war ; a 
war in which ambition, aggrandizement, 
and the ufual incentives to hoftility, had no 
part ; but which originated in private te^ 
ietitmeat on one fide, and was profecuted 
on the other from the ncce£Gty of fettling 
the internal fecurity of the country : I 
have, therefore, thought it proper to extend 
my plan, by including in it the whole hif^ 
tory of the Maroons, the expedition to 
Cuba for the purpofe of obtaining Spanifh 
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chafleurs, and an account of the ftate of 
Jamaica fince the French revolution, by 
which I hope the whole fubje£l: has been 
placed in a clearer and more interefUng. 
light. 

When I fay that it is of an uncommon 
nature, I am not ignorant of the notice 
that was taken of it in parliament, nor of 
the account given by Mr. Edwards ; but it 
does not appear to have been underftood 
or detailed. Far be it from me to fpeak 
lightly of the works of Mr. Edwards ; I 
fliall only obferve here, that I have been 
able to derive little or no affiftance from 
the curfory narrative publifhed by him in 
the year 1796. Confulting it, as incumbent 
upon me, I found very few of the particu- 
lars which I purpofed to detail ; and faw, 
with fome pain, that in thofe few, my in- 
formation did not concur with his : a cir- 
cumftance that renders. it doubly neceflary 
for me to ftate the authorities on which the 
following pages are founded. The gentle- 
man, to whom I have dedicated the work, 
and who was indeed the friend that fug- 
gefted it, is the chief fource of my inform- 
ation i 
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atioa; an authority that will have full 
weight when it is kiiown that he ferved in 
the Maroon war ; that he was the commif- 
iioner fent to Cuba for the Spani(h chaiTeurs; 
and afterwards the commiflTary entrufted 
with the removal of the Maroons from 
Jamaica to Nova Scotia, where he remained 
Ibme time with them ; that he has a confi- 
derable property in Jamaica, where he was 
a member of the Houfe of Aifembly at the 
time of the war, and is now a member of 
the Council. The converfations I had with 
this gentleman, convinced me that the 
fubjed would be highly interefting to the 
public ; and I found it a duty, as well as a 
pleatfure, to comply with his defire. To 
make myfetf mafter of the fubje(3:, I not 
only repeatedly talked with him upon it, 
but I requefted and obtained copious notes ; 
and I wrote the greater part of the book 
while we were under the fame roof. The 
notes were fo full, that I wiihed him to 
arrange and pubU0i them under his own 
name ; but to this he was averfe, and I there- 
fore undertook the tafk. While, however, I 
fortify myfelf with his authority and friend- 
ihip, I muft not leave him expofed to any 
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cenfure for my defeds or opiniooSf For 
the language, obfervations, and reafoninga 
1 have to anfwer ; though, of the two laft, 
I own I have adopted much from hira. Mr, 
Quarrell was indeed but too fcrupuloufly 
anxious not to be perfonallj made promi-f 
nent : he requefted, where it was neceflarj 
to fpeak of him, to be mentioned as com-» 
miffioner or agent, and forced me to draw 
my pen through paflkges which he thought 
complimentary, and fome of which, fine© 
his departure from England, I have reftchp 
red. 

After the manufcript was fent to tho 
prefs, it was my good fortune to be intro., 
duced to Mn Robertfon, who had juft 
arrived from Jamaica for the purpofe of 
publiihing the highly fiai(hed maps of that 
ifland, which he had completed under th« 
patronage of the Aflembly of the colloid 
try. Thefe maps are now in the hands 
of the engraver, Mr. Neil, and are ac^ 
knowledged by all ac(^uainted • with Jar' 
maica, to whom they have been fhown, to 
be not only of very fuperior execution, but 
of ftriking accuracy. I had been furfiii^ed 
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by Mr. Quarrell with a fmall iketch of the 
feat of the laft Maroon war, which he had 
himfelf penciled from imagination : this I 
{howed to Mr. Robertfon, who was highly 
pleafed with the powers of recolleftion it 
difplayed; but, having minutely furveyed 
the fpot, as will be feen on his large maps, 
he kindly undertook to draw a precife plan 
of it, With which my readers cannot but 
be highly gratified. Nor is this the only 
obligation I am under to Mr. Robertfon ; 
who, having ferved as an officer in the Ma- 
roon war, enabled me to extend my detail 
of the events in which he perfonally ihared, 
and who alfo favoured me with a journal 
written by Dr. Tate, of the laft expedition 
into the woods with the Spanifh chaffeursf 
which terminated the war. 

Clear and. certain as are thefe fources, I 
have not confined myfelf to them, but have 
always had recourfe to the a6ts of the Le- 

giflature, and to the journals of the Houfe 
of Affembly for whatever they contain re- 
lative to Epy fubjeft. If any paflage implies 
information that could be gained only from 
the Maroons themfelves, let it be remem- 
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bered, that for more than two years the 
cominiflary who went with them to Hali- 
fax in Nova Scotia, had frequent opportu- 
nities of converfing with them, of obferving 
their charader, and of judging of the truth 
of their aiTertions. If I have not caught 
the zeal of Edwards, in painting thefe 
people as tygers j if I own that I have read 
of more favage cafts, and that I have known 
fome diftinguiflied by complexions lefs 
dingy, more barbarous ; and if I allow 
them the portion of defert which appears 
to me their due ; I truft I fhall not there- 
fore be mifunderftood, and proclaimed the 
apologifl: of their rebellion : my opinion 
refpe£ting it is fully ftated at the conclufion 
of the fifth letter. Having formerly refided 
fome years in the ifland of Jamaica, the 
fubjeds of this work are far from being new 
to me : and, with the affiftance that has 
been afforded me, I flatter myfelf that I 
may, with confidence, lay it before the 
public. It is of the execution alone I am 
diffident. The reader, who has been aecuf* 
tomed to the pure didion of a Robertfon, 
and the energytic ftyle of a Gibbon, be* 
comes nice in the language of hiflory; 

whoever 
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whoever pretends to tread their paths, 
ihould remember their powers, and full/ 
weigh his own : therefore, although my 
tafk is of an hiftorical nature, I was ready 
to perfuade myfelf that it was one that didl 
not require all the dignity of hiftory, and I i 
was glad to take (helter under the eafe and 
familiarity of epiftolary writing. 

To render the work complete, I have 
prefixed a general hiftory of Jamaica, pre- 
vious to the period of the French revolution ; 
and I have thrown into an appendix, fuch 
papers as I thought neceflfary for elucida* 
tion. The fuccindl account of Jamaica 
prior to the revolution it was my intention 
to have compiled from the beft authorities, 
while the body of the work was going 
through the prefs; but, being vifited by 
Providence with an af9i£tion that fufpended 
my application, and rendered me for a con- 
(iderable time unable to purfue my work, 
I requefted a friend, to whofe fy mpathy and 
kind attentions I am indebted for much 
confolation, to undertake the previous hif- 
tory. He has compofed it with a fpirit 
that is only equalled by the ardour of his 

kindnefs. 
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kindnefs* To give a general knowledge of 
the country to which the fubjedks of thefe 
volumes relate, was the objed in view; 
and this he has accompliihed at once fo 
conczfely yet fo completely, fo elegantly 
yet fo fimply, that I am highly gratified in 
thinking the reader will have gained by my 
having transferred the compofiition of it to 
the pen of Mr. Cutting*. 

There is fomething in the explanatory 
nature of a preface which occafionally calU 
upon a writer to mention himfelf to the 
reader : this is expe^fied, and for this he 
is forgiven. But I have in the body 
of the work been led to admit a paf« 
lage which, though totally irrelevant, my 
feelings would not allow me to feparate 
from the points relative to my fubie<3:. I 
allude to a letter, which will be found in 
the following pages, and which I received 
from the Bifliop of Meaux, in anfwer to 
one I wrote to him refpeding the propa- 
gation of Chriftianity among the negroes 
by the French miilionaries. I was too 
much gratified with the beginning of his 

♦ ]ohn Browne Cutting Efq. of BoHon, in America. 
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letter to omit it ; but, though I am fenfiblc 
pf the egotifmy I will not beg pardon of my 
readersi left I ihould happen to offend by 
an affedlation of extenuating what a feeling 
mind may think ftands in no need of par* 

don. Proud of the friendfiiip of the Bifiiop 
pf MeauXf I wifhed much to fpeak of him 
in my preface, and to exprels the fenti* 
ments with which he has infpired me ; bttt 
he has forbidden me to indulge the wifti : 
*^ If you mention thefe circumftances/* 
fays he, " fpeak little of me, except to 
make it known that I am your friend ; 
give me no other prqife :" thus delicately 
gratifying my feelings, while he fliuns even 
|he legitimate enjoyment of a tribute duf 
to him. In obeying his injundion, how^r 
«vcr, I have a delight in obferving, that th« 
letter Ufelf difplays the fpirit and charadler 
pf the writer more forciUy than could the 
vrarmeft language of my pen. 

It is well known to my friends, that \ 
early profeffed my abhorrence of the crueU 
ties attendant upon the ftate of flavery, and 
of flavery itfelf, as it appeared to me in my 
youth. Left the tendency of my fentiment» 

in 
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in thefe volumes (hould expofc me to the 

charge of inconfiftency, I beg leave to 

obferve, that it is not my opinions but 

things that are changed ; I am ftill an ene- 

: my to cruelty. Previous to the French 

i revolution, I was an enthufiaft for freedom , 

but I very foon after learned to fubftitute 

the words happinefs and order, for liberty 

and right. The former are unequivocal and 

proceed from God j the latter are ambi-^ 

I guous, and too often become means in the 

; hands of the devil and his agents. 

Throughout the work, but particularly in 
the laft part of it, umbrage may poflibly be 
taken by forae men who will meet paflages 
and fafls, of which they will deem the ex- 
pofure a kind of facrilege. Truth and 
general good, not individual interefts, are 
the objects I have in view ; but, in dating 
errors, in expofing injurious pradices, in 
fhowing where a large community is made 
unwarrantably fubfervient to perfonal ag- 
grandifcment, I declare that I make no par* 
ticular ailufion, and am fwayed by no 
motives but thofe which ihould fway every 
man who takes the pen into his hand. That 

4 the 
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the faithful hiftory I have written may he 
gratifying to the public ; that the circum- 
flantial account I have given of the Maroon- 
wars may be of ufe in preventing fimilar 
difafters, by turning the minds of the colo* 
nifts to the interior fecurity of their country, 
and to a thorough knowledge of the rela- 
tions and government of the various clafles 
of its inhabitants ; and that the difplay of 
the date of the ifland of Jamaica, while in 
moft iufkances it gratifies, may in others 
lead to reflexion, and conduce to the gene- 
ral improvement of its morals, religion and 
happinefs, are the objeds of my book, and 
the fincere wifhes of my heart. 



tuile^est firom London. 
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JAMAICA. 



J AM Aic A, or, as the early Spaniih hifto- 
rians wrote it, Xaymaca, (figaifying the 
land of fprings,) is a link belonging to that 
chain of iflahds, which, under the denomi- 
nation of the Weft Indies, extends from the 
fhore of Florida north, to the mouths of the 
Oronoko fouth. It is fituated in the Atlan- 
tic ocean, about four thoufand miles fouth- 
weft of England. At the diftance of thirty 
leagues to the north, lies the ifland of Cuba. 
About the fame diftance to the eaft, is Hif- 
paniola ; to the weft, the Gulph of Hon- 
duras i and to the fouth, Carthagena, on 
the great continent of South America, dif- 
tant one hundred, and forty- five leagues. 

9 The 
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The centre of Jamaica lies in about i8^ 12' 
north latitude, and in longitude about 
76^ 45'. weft from London ; it meafures 
in length one hundred and fifty miles ; and 
in breadth not quite one-third of its length. 
It was difcovered by the great Columbus 
during his fecond voyage to the new world, 
on the 2d of May 1494. The day follow- 
ing, he landed and took pofleflion of it, after 
an inconfiderable conflidt with the natives, 
whom he foon found means to conciliate* 
From this period, the condition of the 
illand and its inhabitants for nine years is 
totally unknown. Afterwards indeed, its 
illuftrious difcovcrer, taking refuge in it 
from a ftorm, remained during a whole 
year on its (hores. Chriftopher Columbus 
purfuing his laft voyage to Hifpaniola, en- 
countered fuch tempeftuous weather ofF 
Cuba, as compelled him, on the '24th of 
June 1303, to feek flielter in one of the 
fmall harbours on the north fide of Jamaica. 
This harbour ftill retains the name of ChriC- 
topher's Cove. But he did not efcape this 
tempeft without lofs ; two veffels, out of 
a fmall fquadron confifting but of four, 
periflied at.fea J and thofe with which he 

efcaped. 



^o&acpUf werft bnf'ciumiMtripii^finnd tii be 
^e^aMf ^itif$%ei. it .Ultttbigo-tb-tiaB 
4ttfig«l of tliift A:etebJ'Q9--^««^ k dettttel 
fdc^Hot.'Qf t]tela(lvebliin^:>ifu&iiagsv <laU 
fiMftitnlie !(tf ctiift ' mftM»An^' ^hhui.- 2^ 
ttui!«nig«aGf, M» ebift-age' dt))d 'ft^tity bad 
-fM fcopie f<to exerc^e : he 1h<»%^H toieoAi 
*fJ'fifetr, and' comfeiWia' materials for 
ekatpt ^ -by thft. foperior'-ftirce «f,a' ftrtn, in* 
ge^iis, and contiin^lhg-mlntfi he extrieated 
tilaiftif from aiA irolatted' a»td bUSknloiit 
^te ; UBde^FciTeS' by the -dMeftable- 0Mh 
dua of the Gw&thot of Etifpahida,^ w4m> 
««fH(^ to fuceofisf him ; uttfiibduisd by Uie 
t^efllire of hunger- and ficknefs ; und&t 
ttfa^Mi'by-tKerivolt'of hi* owA foBowdti, 
iAtkhe'dtfeaiidh^or'thc naiivtii '©^tehidtnv 
teg'dbfbtdedthat feei^d'iitabA iitTupe^ifah^, 
^Mlbr^Ttaif of;&i%t^j sldTerfi^y and es^, 
'tiV'effifiiid'lits efeapeftom Jaffi«ieft.' It is 
piitim,^h&frertrf 4o tdatbf tHaC hirpiiva^ 

t!!i^'»^ efibitt duintig this ^ridd) )i«i^:. 
ebed' by the iagiffttkude of the Spaailh 
ttettai?ch, put aft' end ^O'hb life (boo after 
lil» ebloiog i:<etlirn toEiivopt; But deMk 
^SQiild'not e&tkigttiihhis renoWnj^r tiumifii 

4M>4c^e^bi» itchietemflDlsi' 
-Vol. I, b Not 
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. . Not madyi yoars after his dcceafe^ his 
iddeft foQ Diego, the intrepid hdr d^-his 
fortunes, beiog depr^red of his lightai AOid 
defrauded or defpoilcd of his propeity hj 
the bafeofefs of Fei^dinaad, ibftltiiteld a' jTittt 
for thtj recovery of both, before the cojosicU 
for the ladies 2^ Sevilie. It is to the J^ 
nor pf this .trif^unal, that he obtaiopdi^ 
.deciiioa againft the foverdgru His intere]ft$ 
were fKrthermore ftrengthened fooa after, 
,by a maiiri^gc; with the a|ece of Fre^eifit 
the J Qteat Poke of Alva. Diqgo Gpljum* 
.bti% t^tis forti^ed by Ia.w aad alliailc^^. uKr 
dertopk a voyage to enfqorce his claims 10 
.the Weft Indies y and, in. the ^month of 
July 1509, he an^ved with a fplendid 
jpetinue jn the :ifl4nd;x)f,Hifpaniol^. But 
foon after: J^is^^rr^yal,, it t was difpcriH^e^ 
^that. the king^had not oiily parcelled^ p^p 
imp twodiftia6|;gove):ni^nts aiy^^ 
4ient which: hftdbeej) difcpv^red byjps.;^ 
ther J but that Jamaica, al^ .was ^ fpe^i^l^ 
^linexed to thofe fepara^ jurifdldtiops;/ \% 
was deftinedjto'be ^place.^.of refreQ^n^Bt 
for the crews of ve&ls fpafliing bstweidi 
JEurope and. the Weft Indies: but'Djiego^ 

deeming fuch;a grant of the ilfland ittVi^^^ 

And 
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au4 : a dire A vioktion of his right, yigo« 
roufly purfued mc^furcs to refift or elude it* 
He aflerted has claim to Tamaica« In the 
month of November 1-509^ ,lie detached 
thither feveat^;men tinder thp command 
of Juan de Efquivel } a gallant foldier and 
an honourable man* Among other de^ 
monftrations, of Efquivers clement temper 
and generous difpofition, a fignal . inftance 
is related of his conduct towards Qiedaf 
This haughty Spaniard had been invetted 
by Ferdinand with authority in one of th^ 
governments befoa mentioned. When El^ 
quivel was proceeding to Jamaica, Ojeda, 
then in Hifpaniola, publicly threatened, 
that if he found him on that iflaud wlien 
he returned from the continent, he would 
hang him up as a rebel. But his owh 
voyage proved extremely difaftroys, and 
terminated in fliipwreck on the inhofpita^ 
ble coaft . of Cuba. Efcaping the fea, h^v 
found himfelf in danger of jperifliing od 
fhore. In this ftate of dej6i9;ion and jeo^ 
pardy, recoUedling that Efquivel was ih 
Jamaica, he contrived to apprize him of 

his diftrefs; and implored his fuccour. 

' ^ _ • 'y 

Efquivel. afforded it cffedlually, atld with- 
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oufhefiuticn. fie fent aa officer of 
to «mstliiA htm from Cuba to Jamaica. 
Tfiere he rcccrved Tilm tvftfi tcndernefe, 
treated him •wiSi diftintStion, anddifmifleS 
him*wrtli hcAioicrr. It'is pleaffng to learti, 
fti2tt (3[]etfa' appreciated this generous oon- 
&£!•, and ^was ever after truly grateftrl 
i&^ks beireFador. Under the fway of 
a^chtef thusihumartie and-pJacaWe, it may 
Ife prefirmed, 'that the hittves of Jamaica 
fearcely fehr the yoke of foreign ftitijeaion. 
JflLCcordiii^y/we are informed by a Spanifli 
Kiftgria^ 'of (5redit, tfiat ** the affairs of Ja- 
Inaica yi'tlii on ^rofperoufly, hecaufe Joan 
de'EfqpIviy.baviflg brought the nsttiyes to 
fijbmiffio/i 'Without any effufion of blood' 
they U^bured In planting cotton, and raif- 
yig other (^)ipmodUie8, whic^ yielded great 
prjofijf.^t It is to be regrettjed, that fuch a 
le^TCrlfiir^ l>ut ^ few yjears. He die^ 
|n his government, arid. w,as buried ajt 
fievflW l^Ujiif^, a town^vrhich he hd^ 
i6?unded. 

^,,i&\u:oee^g governors refufing to profit 
SfCif^ t^^Ud wifdctt) of his policy ^feemed 
- J rather 
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nther to vie in ct^iehy 'with the $panfib 
governors of tiifpaniola, who were ..uow 
deiblatis% that fflaod. The gaUiog yoJce 
find iron minds of the feveral S{xani(b go.- 
vernors who fucceeded each other after the 
d/eath of Efqui vel, irritated the meek Jndian^t 
and {MTOvoked and perpetuated hofliIit]t« 
Carnage ftained the land^ deftriu^ioni pur* 
iued the wretched naQves: they were fuhr 
dued by the fupeiior di&iptine aad ta^ica <9^ 
the European race. Thi$ gentlerand h;au:ii)JiQ6 - 
{ie6pLe, emigrated indently from the grttf , 
hive of the Mdxican empire. It id believed 
hy Sir Walter Raleigh^ that they bel6ng^ 
ed to the Arrowauk tribe, which ih his time 
inhabited Guiana ; to whbfe noble qu^itiet, 
honourable teftimony is borne . by ' ^vfety 
ttnaTeiier, who alter Tifitlng the nOition has 
recorded hisobrervatioris. The number of 
QativelndianSiWho on the 6i:i)r arrival of Co^ 
iuoaLbua, inhabited Hifpahiola/Cuba, Portc^- 
Rtdolmd Jafloaica^ amounted to fiiore than 
£Wo millionsl In iniodi body^ mifnners, a<)d 
kihite^-iand pahicularlyin 'rcfpe£fc 0f th*ir 
fidodvtMs raxre differed ham th^t^ their in^ 
vttemte fofe th».fierce ami warlike^ Ghbralbe«, 
^Arho iwere. :eannifaal5.» Both men ^aoft wor- 
i b 3 men 
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men in Cuba, Hifpaniola, and Jamaica, 
wore a flight covering dF cotton cloth 
round the waift. Tall in ftature, flcrider in 
perfon, round in face, of a cltar brown 
complexion, their hair ftrait and black, and 
<their eyes ftreaming with good nature, 
they exhibited an honeft countenance, 
"coarfc but not gloomy, enlivened by confi- 
dence, and foftened by lenity. Their limbs 
and mufcks were lefs robuft than pliant'} 
<and when in motion by dancing or other 
exercife, were alternately nimble, gracefuli 
br voluptuous. Pofleffing the means, in a 
fertile foil and geniaF climate, of gratifying 
every inclination with light labour; lo.vo 
was the fource of their pleafure, arid the 
chief bufmefs of their lives. In- many of 
their cuftoms and inftitutions, particularly^ 
in their national fongs and dances, thett 
domeftic economy, their fyftem of govero-i 
ment, and their funeral ceremonies, they 
refembled the natives of the South Sea 
iflands. But they exceeded them :ih'thofe 
inventions ^nd arts, which varying ifaie 
enjoyments, augment the value of life.: In 
agriculture, they were greatly fuperior to 
the Qt^heiteans ; poifeiSng with them air 
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moft every varkty of vegetable nature, the 
breadfniif excepted, they* raifed the maize 
and the maniock in abundance ; and had 
the flcill to water their lands from diftant 
rivers. They made excellent cloth from 
their cotton ; and pra&ifed the art of dying 
it with colourb brilliant and beautifuK 
Among their domeftic utenfils and fumi-^ 
ture, Martyr fpeaks with admiration of 
earthen ware ornamented \mh accurate 
images of living animals, chairs of ebony 
beautifully wrought, curioufly woven beds, 
and ingenious implements of hufbandry. 
The induftry and ingenuity of this race^ 
muft have exceeded the meafure of their 
wants. Placed ia a medium between favage 
life, properly fo called, and the refinement 
•of pdiQied fociety, they were perhaps 
equally exempt from the bodily diftrefles 
and ianguinary paflions of the former con* 
dition, and from the artificial neoeflities; 
reftraints, and folicitudes of the latter. But 
whether f^ch was or was not tlbeir condi- 
tion, they ^ wire unqueftionably the mcrft 
unoffending^ gentle, and, benevolent of 
the huskan: rtice ; and the hiftory of man-* 
kind affords no fcene of barbarity fimilar to 
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Notwithfiamiiog iUcb dtftwdioik of tUt 
sativeSy add th^ fta^ <>f hoft^ilitj that €4^ 
iiied after the ^^ of fifj^ttiv^l^ it af)p6iut9 
that itt 152;^^ FrandB De rGaray, the'Spa^ 
nifii governoc of Jai^aka^ fitted ^qut aa 
ij^pedition for itliie oolifUeft ^f Pan^K^ 
igoora^t tbalt it h»d ^teatdj been cooqMieiFfi^ 
aiod aniiexed to thfs other cdotlnietsital |>ofr 
fefiions of Sptltii This fquadroQ doofifted 
of nine {bi|)s and two iuigantioes, on which 
;were embarked 630 Spioiards, abod^idf 
Jonktiiita Indiane, and ^44 faorfes. Sildira 
fefce detajchfid fironi this iikfid, at thfi.ond 
of thirteen ybars only after the fipani^i 
had fetitled in ity demonftrabes its pragrd& 
frrb culture aiid new |)opidattom The 
town c^ Sevilla Nui^^h beliDf«^teeiiiu^tikedt 
wd9 built on the feite of the Inidwp YilHge 
MiimtLf contiguoitt. to . Jdie jport inoiw called 
St^ Ann^s harbour. , It probabl(fi (bon 9!)^ 
fmoipd ft>m^. ^oefrdiepatioa. , it* i^J^&rtanKe 
At feme periddy mtay^bie inferf^difroiil the 
veftiges of a jSp&ntlh tcathedrai. and' mbaaf*. 
tery, diftayered ot isKamined h^, JSlsAhem 

the 
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At' Ttoar i6S8. It Ib adfo }ndicai»d by a 
paTementy that iilras difcovered, reaching tD 
the diftance of two imileF fsom the church* 
Sloane, who at that time carefully exa^ 
miaid the weft gate of diis orthedia^, then 
entire^ and Ukewife certain tmilding mate* 
;rial8 of wrou^t Aone^ miotifeftly prepared 
tot folae ofher edifice that wa^ not tt&Sttd^ 
entertaiined aft opinida tliat theie bmMings 
h^d aot been fiftifliked. A tradkiQa AVI 
prevails ki the iflaod; that the inhafadtants 
of ^villa Were at feme period fuddenly 
and entirely <iut off by the nativea. It it 
cer&ua, that from fom^adequaDe taufei n6Vr 
diTpute^ or unknown it did not gradliaHy 
decay, but was depopulated fuddenly^ while 
in an unfiaiihed ftatte, Idng before, the 
En^iih cOnqueft of Jaiftaioa* The calanrirf 
which it is fiippofed defokted SeViUa 
Nueva, extended to MeUUa, a fmall village 
fituated about eleven leagues to the eaft« 
ward of the former, at the harbour now 
p^d Port Maria. The fate of thefe pbces 
caufed the edabliihment of Su Jago de la 
Vega,, or, as it is now called, Spaniih Town. 
The foundation of this town was laid by 
Di^go Columbms himiblf^ who upqn thp 

departure 
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departure of Garay in 1523, went thitlicr 
to fupprefs a revolt of the Indiana, and 
aflumed the government of Jamaica. 

Twenty years after the death of Diego; 
it fumifhed the title of Marquis to his fon 
and heir: he received it in the year 1545, 
^om the emperor Charles the V, and with 
it 2L grant of the whole ifland in perpetual 
fovereignty, as an hereditary fief of the 
crown of Caftile. The property of this 
grant afterwards, by failure of male iflfue, 
became veiled in Ifabella, only daughter of 

iMego Columbus. She became fole heirefs 
of the Columbus family, and by intermar- 
rying with Count de Gelver, conveyed all 
her rights to the houfe of Braganza. By 
Ae revolution in 1640, which placed John 
Duke of Braganza on the throne of Portu- 
gal, thofe rights reverted by forfeiture to 
the crown of Spsdn. This fuccefsful Arug- 
gle of the Portuguefe, after many families 
of their nation had fettled in Jamaica, under 
the patronage of de Gelver and the Bra- 
ganza's, probably excited that jealoufy and 
hatred of the Spanifli fettlers towards the 
PoTttigucfe, mentioned by Blome, who fayb 

•he 
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the old fettlers abhorred the new. It was 
perhaps owing to fuch a iharp diflentioQ 
among the inhabitants, that in 1596, when 
Sir Anthony Shirley invaded the ifland, he 
met with but flight refifta&ce, and plundered 
the capital with impunity. About forty 
years afterwards^ it was again invaded by a 
force from the Windward Iflands under 
Colonel Jackfon; who, although he pil- 
laged St. Jago de la Vega and carried off his 
booty, mdt a much ftouter refiftance than 
Shirley formeriy encountered. 

_ ft 

We now approach the period, when, 
during the proteiflorate of Cromwell, Ja^ 
maica was captured by the Englifli forces 
in May 1 6^^. The war of extermination 
which the Spaniards had began to wage 
againft the wretched natives, has already 
been alluded: it was profecuted with un- 
relenting perfeverance. The extent of tht 
hai^c is lefs known by the details of hif- 
toty, than by melancholy tradition con- 
firmed by modern difcoveries. To this 
day, in the mountains of Jamaica caves are 
difcovered in which human bones cover 
the ground : and the fculls being preterna^ 

turally 
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totally campreflc6,iti8 evident they beloag* 
c4 to ikektons of the Jndian ra^ce. Shut up 
in thefe receifes when driven from the 
coafty multitudes of the natives douhtlefs 
perifhed by famine, to evade the edge of 
the fword* Of this devoted people, con* 
fitting of at Icaft 60,000 , fouls, who were 
found and deftroyed by the Spaniards in 
Jamaica, not a fmgle deicendant exifted 
in 1655, when Venables and Penn ianded 
on the iiland. The Spaniards bad now 
poflefled Jamaica a century and a half; 
yet at that time, not more than " fifteen 
hundred white inhabitants (fays Penn in 
his examination before the protedor's 
council) were found on it," Not one hun- 
dredth-part of the land fit for planting was 
cultivated. A number of flaves had been 
introduced foori after the depIoraWe extinc- 
tion of the natives j but the floth of both 
matters and fiaves when the Englifh landed, 
was extreme* Th^r principal export^ boh 
fides cocoa, confifted only of hogs-lard ^nd 
hides* The fale of thefe article^ , and fiyfv 
plying with provifions a fevy v^flels that, 
touched at the pons of Jamaica, conftituted 
the fum aad circle of its co^ime^^e* • TJ^ 
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Spatiifh ifl^ndera, ua^ucated, mnp^KLed^ 
and indolent, ^pafTed their days in gJoom 
and UiGifidity^ eofieieUqd by diiiggiihndGv 
and depreiied by poverty. Sucii was thric 
progref&ire idegeneracy^tliat all tracesi t>£ths 
ability, valour, eatesprize^ and .per feKBCalKoa 
of their anceftors, thofe mighty advcn* 
imrers, mho added a nevr hemifpbeire toAhe 
Spaalfii'domfnion, feemed obliterated and 
exfinQ. A«id thele ietders, though .tin% 
ftajnedlike their ancreftors by gntttyaoU 
bicion cor uzipitying xruelfiy, mig^.liavic 
fallen vidlms to the Fengeanoeof iibdjc^oma 
flaves, if the pcotedtor'id conquell: luaidteen 
much longer delayed. Venables fboaex^v 
petled thi greater part of the Spamfb 
ietllers, but retained Ahd < rereftablifhed the 
Bdrtuguefev^ho lyy tbtrigue, or maatyi 
prevailed on him to pu(h to eKtrem^c^F 
the rights of ^onqueft iti this inftanw. But 
the impolicy of inch rigour becauie e^i^ 
dent. This Severity operating up^a a xsLOSy 
who having hod'. Uttle intercoorie ^ith 
fiorope^ now Jcnew no other country /but 
Jamaica ; and it being 'heightened by die 
confifcation of all th,dir pr(^ercy, it exoited 
indignation and iHm^ulated revenge. In 
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thcfe feelings and attempts, tlxey Wifire fe-' 
condfed by their flaves.' Many of theS(>a- 
niQi whites, thiis . goaded and thus aided, 
became fugitives .in the woods, and for 
fome time baffled the moft vigorous efforts 
to diflodge or fubdue them. 

We have already mentioned the growth 
of Spanifh Town. If, as Blome relates, it 
contained, prior to the conqueft, two thou- 
fand houfes, two chapels, and an abbey ; 
at fome period not very remote, ^n impor- 
tant diminution in the number of the white 
inhabitants muft have taken place. A 
circumftance that makes it probable, that 
there was a prior expulfion of the Portu- 
guefe fettlers by the Spanifh. Of the other 
principal fetdements at . this time, the chief 
appears to have been Port Royal. To tl^ 
weft .was Port Efquivel, or Old Harbour, 
From Old Harbour to Punto Negrillo, the 
wcftern part of the ifland, the 4:erTitoiy on 
the fea coaft being chiefly#5avanna, abound- 
ed with horned catde, but was uncultivated. 
Returning eaft ward to the Hato de Ligua*- 
nea, north of Port Royal, there Ivas alfo an 
extcnfive Savanna, fertile in excellent tim- 
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ber, and fwftrming with liorfes- and wild 
cattle. ^ Ball ward of Liguanea was the Hato 
Ayala^ now called the Yallows ; and conti^ 
gDOUs to this, the Hato Morante^then chiefly 
remarkable for wild hogs and cattle in a* 
bundancf ; By which enumeraUon of fet-i* 
tlements, it appears that the whole north 
fide of the ifland Vas one entire uninfaatf' 
bited defert« Such was Jamaica in 1655. : 

Martial law prevailed in the ifland sfter 
the capture^ till the death of Croinwell: 
although it appears from the proclamation 
iiOiied after its capture was announced to 
him, that he meant to have eftabliflied in it 
a liberal form of civil government. But 
the condition of the ifland and its inhabi- 
tants prior to the reftoration, required mar« 
tial array and exa£t difcipline. The dif-- 
poflefl^d. Spanifli fectlers, who eluded the 
Englifh forces, together with many fugi- 
tive negroes, who though jQaves are often 
found faithful to their owners, and hoftile 
to invaders, had taken (helter in the woods 
and recefles. On the arrival of troops in 
force, they difappeared : ftill, howe\Eer, lurk* 
ing in ambufli near the fettlements, and ac- 
quainted 
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quaintcd vith die! ^cmitffity^ ehey itm only 

barafledthe Engiiih tiy perpetual alarms, 

Uftattlag fire to buU^oge remote iirom the 

ga(rnfo% aoct in one of thd^* exGUpfioac, 

csren M. bouies hi the capital kfetf^ bM 

thciy adoefli^r imttoepced $uid fRaflaered 

ivicbDtM! pity, ftlmoft every iadividi!^! that 

wttiiMd ^ ramble' into ^eeotmtry^ and 

ftqiggters^ co4ifia4S.ed 4n jeopardy for feme 

time after the conqueft of Jamaica, rf Vena- 

Mes and Penn foon failed for England, 

and Major General Fortefcue remained at 

the liead of the military. But it appears 

that CromTrdl fent out Major Sedgwict, 

unffing with him other commiffioners 

for the joint exercife of dvll authority* 

Thbfe -commiflioners dying foon after their 

arrival^ Sedgwick, intimidated pefhaps by 

the deceafe of his colleagues, declined afting 

akme r ^rpon v^hich the principal ■ officers 

ccffiftituted' tfhtmfdves with' -Sedgwick, a 

fuprcme- exectrtive council for managing 

the general afikirs of the Ifland. Fortefcue 

was appointed prefident. This* inflrument 

of goTcrnraent bearis date the 8th of <!)do- 

bcr 1:655. But Fortefcue dying fhortly 

irfterward^, €o!otitfl Edward iVOyley, Che 

a next 
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next officer in command, was chofen to 
fucceed hinu Mow well foever this mea* 
fore was adapted to abate the rigour of 
martial law, and to govern peaceable men 
in ordinary times, it proved infufficient for 
the exigencies of that period. A fpirit of 
infubordination, bordering on mutiny, was 
ibon manifefted by the troops on the ifland« 
Their perverfe difobedience to their fup&« 
nor officers, and incorrigible mifcondudk^ 
have not often been exceeded. They not 
only deftroyed wantonly, and almoft en-* 
tirely, the cattle and fwine which had been 
found in fuch abundance, but malicioufly 
rooted up alfo vaft quantities of Indian 
corn and ground provifions, which had 
been planted and left by the Spaniards. 
This temper and conduifi has been attri- 
buted to an opinion faid to be entertained 
on the part of the foldiers, that the protec- 
tor had detached them from England to 
remain in the Weft Indies, and maintain 
the conqueft of Jamaica by fettlement. It 
is alfo aiferted, that fome of the fubaltern 
officers fympathifed with them in fuch fen« 
timents ; and conceiving that the augment- 
ed expence of feeding them from England 
Vol. I. c * might 
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might indtlcie Cromwell to abandon Ja^ 
maica^ encouraged thefe excefles. Others 
fuppofe that this refradory fpirit had its 
origin in a ftrong avcrlion on the part of 
the foldiers and fubalterns, who were chiefly 
republicans, to their commander D'Oyley, 
an intrepid royalift in political fentiment. 
Certain it is, that two of their officers be- 
ing detefted in mutinous pradices, were 
tried by a court martial, and fhot under its 
fentence. On this occafion Colonel D'Oy- 
ley and the fuperior oflScers, who iffued 
orders againft the wafte committed, and 
urged the planting of other provifions, were 
difobeyed and difregarded by an infatuated 
and licentious foldiery. They were deaf 
to remonftrance, they renounced authority, 
and defied the employment of force ; they 
deftroyed every thing, and would plant no- 
thing. But a few months only had elapfed 
before the effefts of this mad conduS en- 
fued in a fcarcity approaching to famine. 
Under its preffure* numbers were driven to 
fuch extremity, that not only unripe fruits 
and noxious vegetables-, but even fnakes 
and lizards were eagerly eaten. Difeafe 
and contagion followed. During a confi- 

II derablc 
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derable fpace of time, 140 died every week^ 
Among others Sedgwick hioCifelf periihed 
by an epidemic dyfentery that raged like a 
peftilence. But the prote<^or being fooa 
apprized of the calamity and its caufes^ 
exerted himfclf with promptitude to remov© 
both. Diaruftful of D'Oyley, he fuper- 
feded him ; and having appointed Colonel 
Brayne commander in chief over the iiland^ 
he difpatched him in a fleet of tranfports 
with fupplies, and 1 000 recruits for Ja- 
maica. . Brayne failed from Port Patrick in 
October, and in December 1656 arrived at 

his deftination. Governor Nevis with 1500 
recruits from the Windward Iflands had 
preceded him. About the fame time alfo 
arrived two additional regiments under 
Colonel Humphrey and Colonel Moore. 
Cromwell, foon afterwards, by holding 
out fuitable encouragement, ilill farther 
flrengthened Jamaica with many induftriou$ 
/ettlers from the New England colonies and 
Bermuda. 

Colonel Brayne, on his arrival| found 
diflenfion, difeafe, and confufion, prevailing 
throughout his government. Though en- 
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dowed with fagacity to difcem the fburcea 
of the evils he came to corred, and fur-« 
ftilhed with means for correding them, he 
was deficient in pradical vigour and forti«* 
tude. Sicknefs beginning to fpread among 
the troops that had lately arrived, he was 
intimidated. His fears, or precautions to 
prefervc himfelf from difeafe, proved fatal 
to him. He died fliortly after his arrivaU 
But prior to that event, he fent for D'Oyley 
and invefled him with his own complete 
authority. This brave officer, to whofe 
firinnefs, military ikill, and afcendency over 
the minds of thofe whom he commanded, 
the Britifh nation owe the poifeifion of 
Jamaica, having been fuperfeded as before 
imentioned, weighed the obftacles to fuccefs, 
and entered upon his charge with modeft re^ 
ludance. Upon the deeeafe of Brayne, he 
wrote a manly letter to Cromwell, and ano-^ 
ther to Fleetwood, dating the wants of bis 
government, the difficulties of his fituation, 
and his determination to face both, until his 
fucceiTor fhould be named, to whom he 
would willingly refign the command. For- 
tunately, Cromwell at laft became fenfible 
of his merit, and confirmed hiqi in power. 

His 
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His ability had foon frefh fcope for exer- 
cife. Oq the 8th of May 1658, Don 
Chriftopher Safi Arnaldo, who had been 
governor of Jamaica at the time of its capo* 
tUre, invaded the ifland with thirty com- 
panies of Spanifh infantry. Arnaldo had 
been furnifhed by the governor of Cuba^ 
with ordnance, ammunitjont engineers, and 
eight months provifion for this expeditioqu 
Qe landed on the north fide of the ifland^ 
at the port of Rio Nuevo, and twelve days 
elapfed before D'Oyley heard of his invai- 
fion. Apprized of it, he inftaotly feLeAed 
75a of his beft troops, to repel this formir- 
dable attempt. The expedition being by 
iea, fix weeks elapfed before he reached 
Rio Nuevo. This delay enabled Arnaldo 
to ere^l a ftrong work on an eminence that 
overlooked the hiirbotir. But the gallant 
D'Qyley, landing at the head of his well 
difciplined band, immediately attacked the 
Spaniards in their intrenchments, carried 
Che principal fortrefs by a vigorous aflaultf 
deftroyed one half of Arnaldo « forces, and 
compelled him to return to Cuba with the 
remainder, after the lofs of his (lores, ord^ 

nance, ammunition, and colours. No con- 
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fiderable efibrt has ilnce been exerted to 
recapture Jamaica. Arnaldo, it is true^ 
once more returned and put himfelf at the 
head of a party of the ancient Spanifh 
Settlers, who with their flaves dill lurked 
in the woods : but D'Oyley again took the 
£eld) and having furrounded a party of the 
flaves, fpared and employed them in dif- 
covering and difiodging Safi Arnaldo's 
party ; a remnant only of whom efcaped to 
Cuba. After this decifive exploit, D'Oyley 
manifefted equal ability in a prudent and 
vigorous adminiftration of civil affairs. The 
army; became more healthy, the newfettlers 
made fuccefsful efforts in planting, the ar^ 
arrival of feveral fhips for traffic ftipiulated 

induflry, and the dawn of future profperity 
^egan to appear. But notwithftanding the 
vigour and prudence of D'Oyley, the flaves 
that yet remained in the faftnefles of Ja- 
maica, attached to the Spanifh, and hoftilq 
to the Englifh fettlers, continued to be 
troublefome, and at times formidable. The 
remnant of thefe fugitives, even after 
D'Oyley had quelled their array and ex^- 
torted a form of fubmiffion from a part of 
their leaders, through the expert audacity 

of 
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of a band of Buccaneers whom he em- 
ployed to hunt them in their ftrong-holds, 
were not fubdued or exterminated. Num- 
bers of them eluded their putfuers, fpiirned 
fubmiffioDy and were nurtured in habits of 
fpoliation and miichief. The mafsof this 
refidue being from time to time reinforced 
by other runaway flaves, became Joots of 
the Maroon tribea» with whom Governor 
Trelawney, more than half a century after- 
wards, condefcended to treat, and chofe to 
pacify, becaufe he found it imprad:icable to 
vanquiih or civili^^e them. 

Having incidentally mentioned the Buc* 
canneers, a Spanifh term, implying hunters 
and not feamen, a brief notice of them may 
be proper here, as it is attefted by concur- 
ring authorities, that much of the profperity 
of the ifland, in early times after Crom« 
weirs conquefl: of it, is afcribablS to them. 
The ^ origin of the Buccaneers is traced to 
fome French . fettlers in Torttiga, a fmall 
fterile* ifland, (ituated within a few leagues 
of Port Paix in Hilpanida. D'Oyley in- 
vited and employed them at firft to 2iGt in 
the woods againil the wild runaway ne* 
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groe& He afterwards countenanced thcmi 
perhaps from motives of policy, to coun- 
terpoife the power, or over-awe the turbu- 
lence of the republican portion of the fettlera 
Or foldiery. For although the confpiracy 
of Colonels Raymond and Tyfon to cir-« 
cumvent and depofe him had been fruftra* 
ted, and by the prompt trial and military 
esecution of thofe Oliverian ring-leaders in 
mutiny, the immediate hazard of common 
tion and revolutionary confiid in the 
oolony was averted ; vigour and iignal 
addrefs were dill requifite to maintain difci- 
pline, and enfure obedience. A difcon- 
tented band t£ thefe bold and fadious 
veterans, who were averfe to monarchical 
government, aftd jealotis of D'Oyley's 
cavalier politics, had fpr^ead their roots ia 
Jamsdca. l^efe men were ftrong ia num^ 
bers, and dreaded for their valour, evea 
after the reftoration of Charles the Second^ 
whea the royaiifts were predominant, and 
held the fituations of digtiity, truft or profit 
in the colony, almoft exdufively. But what 
motives foever might influence D'Oyley, 
it is ceit^ that die Buccaaeers received 
fttch countenance from him and fucceediii^ 
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governorfiy that thenceforward, [So periods 
of hoftility, and efpecially during the 
Spaniih war whieh was terminated by 
the treaty of peace iigned at Madrid in 
1670, Janiaica became the chief place of 
refort for privateers in tlie Weft Indies, and 
the grand repofitory of their prizes and 
plunder. The Buccaneers were encouraged 
by the community as well as the governs 
ment; by the affluent fupplied with the 
means of equipment, and by the indigent 
enforced with fmews for combat : armed 
TeiTels being provided^ their, crews were 
£)on recruited by acceflions from the needy 
or adventurous, the diicontented or the 
bold* Republican recruits on the tiknd 
were found already drilled for danger : and 
many who were debarred from influence 
or authority at home, aflbciated with the 
Buccaneers to raviih wealth from abroad* 
Their unbridled impetuofity often alarmed 
even thofe whom they befriended: their 
deeds and invincible valour teirified the ad* 
verfaries whom they fubdued. The renown 
of many feats of thofe veteran fea-roven^ 
is to this day edioed by traditionary tales 
told aod accredited in every ifland of the 

Weft 
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Weft Indies. But the Spanifli people, 
navigation^ and fettlements throughout the 
ifles, feas/and continent of South America, 
were generally the objeds of their rapacious 
hoftility. The Buccaneers, however, were 
Bot as has been imagined, altogether lawlefs 
men ; they received letters of marque, and 
were duly commiffioned by the Englifh 
government in Jamaica to adi agaiaft a 
public enemy. Pirates feldom or never 
avow their enterprizes. But the brilliant 
ifucceffes of particular privateer-men, they 
themfelves exulted to relate, and the brief 
annals of their time tranfmit to us. To give 
a detail of their feats, though it would no 
cbubt be interefting to fome readers, woiild 
be thought by others, in a concife hiftory 
like this, a needlefs digreflion from the 
peculiar obje£ts before us. The moft ex* 
fraordinary and diftinguifhed among the 
Buccaneers was Henry Morgan, a man 
defoended from humble parents among 
the farmers of Glamorganihire. Rambling 
while a youth to Briftol, he accidentally 
^et with the commander of a trading veflel 
bound to Barbadoes, and being aduated by 
an adventurous fpirit, bargained fbrapaf-* 
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&ge by indenting himfelf to ferve a planter 
for four years after his iairrival in that 
ifland. He arrived, fulfilled his eng?ige- 
ment with fidelity, and on the. expiration of 
its term proceeded to Jamaica, and entered 
on his career of privateering. After a fuccef- 
iion of profperous and almoil unparallell^d 
adtioos, he fettled in Jamaica on the termir 
nation of the war between England and 
Spain, relinquiftied the purfuit of privateer- 
ing, and turning his mind to agriculture, 
became an induftrious planter. Morgan 
afterwards received the honour of knigl^t- 
hood from Charles the Second, a fovereign 
who, according to. Sir .William Beellon, 
preferved a good underftanding with fuc- 
cefsful Buccaneers, and deigned to accept a 
portion of their booty. Some years after- 
wards Sir Henry Morgan waa appointed a 
inembi^r of the council, and finally advanced 
to the dignity of lieutenant-governor of Ja- 
maica, executing the duties of both (lations 
with vigour and probity. It is unpleafing 
Co relate, that this extraordinary man, after 
fuch a difplay of valour and civil condud, 
was arrefled by order of James the Second, 
At the inftance of the Spanifli monarch, and 
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committed to the Tower in 16849 where 
he remained without trial or examination 
till the day of his death, which happened 
three year$ aften 

But to return to the government of 
D'Oyley ; we find, about the time of the 
death of Cromwell, that people of all 
profeflions in the mother country, reforted 

to the colony of Jamaica. Many of thefc 
perhaps forelaw a re-ellablilhment of the 
monarchy, an^ apprehending punifliment 
in England for their culpable condudl, 
fought refuge in a diftant community, ori- 
ginally compofed of Cromwell's adherents. 
Nor were fuch difappointed ; for after the 
relboration, thofe of this de(cription who 
filently fettled here, remained unmolefted. 
Charles the Second confirmed D*Oyley in 
his command, appointing him governor of 
the illand, by a commiffion dated the i^th 
day of February i66i. He was inftruded 
to releafe the army from military fubordi- 
iiation, ered courts of juftice, and with the 
advice of a council to be elected by the in« 
habitants to legiflate for them. This was 
the firft regular eftablilhment of civil go- 
vernment 
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vernment in Jamaica ; and when D'Oyley 
foon after refigned his ikuation, confidence 
and fecurity were ftill farther extended by 
his fucceflbr^ Lord Windfor, who in a 
royal proclamation encouraged the fettle* 
ment o[ the country, by offering allotments 
of land under fuch terms as were ufual in 
other plantations^ and even with additional 
advantages and privil^es. All free perfons 
were authorized and permitted to tranfporc 
themfelves, their families, and goods (ex«- 
cept coin and bullion) to Jamaica, from 
any part of the Britifh dominions; and 
their children born in Jamaica were de-> 
clared free denizens of £ngland, entitled to 
the fame privileges as free bom fubje£ts of 
England. Purfuant to the fpirit of this 
proclamation, the governor was inllruded, 
to call an aflembly, to be indifferently 
chofen by the people at large, to pafs laws 
for their own internal government. But in 
the beginning of the year 1678, another 
fyftem of legiflation was adopted by the 
king, or his minifters for the ifland ; framed , 
in conformity to the conftitution of Ireland 
under Poyning's zQ:. A new body of laws 
was prepared by the I>rivy council of Eng- 
land. 
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hnd. The Earl of Carlifle was conflituted 
chief governor, and fent over to enforce it. 
The whole code, including a bill for fettling 
a perpetual revenue on the crown, his lord- 
fhip offered to the aflembly, requiring them 
to adopt it without alteration or amend- 
ment. But the affembly indignantly re- 
jefted it. No menaces [could frighten, 
bribes corrupt, or fophiftry perfuade them 
to fanftion the fyftem. Colonel Long, then 
chief judge of the ifland, and a member of 
the council, was much dlflihguifhed by the 
patriotifm, fortitude, and ability with which 
he refifted the attempt. To punifh this 
contumacy, the governor vacated his feat in 
council, fuperfeded him as chief juftice, 
and' finally conveyed him to England as a 
ftate prifoner. But Colonel Long being 
heard before the king and privy coun-* 
dl, fo ably demonffrated the evil tendency 
of the'new code in Jamaica, that the Englilh 
ininifters, though reludantly, abandoned it. 
Their deliberative powers were reftored to 
the Aflembly ; ' and a favourite chief ma- 
gi ftrate, Sir Thomas Lynch, fucceeded Lord 

r 

Carlifle in the government. But although 
it was now hoped in Jamaici^ that all cau& 
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of future conteft with the crown for politi- 
cal immunities was done away, the event 
proved that this hope was fallacious. It is 
believed that the minifters of the crown, 
defirous chiefly of obtaining revenue from 
Jamaica in perpetuity, fimilar to the 4^ per 
cent, paid by Barbadoes and the Windward 
Iflands on their exports, relinquiftied the 
fyftem of compulfion, expeding that lenity 
might produce what power had failed to 
cxton* The minifters, for dropping a 
pernicious projeft, expedled the voluntary 
grant of a permanent revenue. But the 
Aifembly remained unconvinced, and in- 
flexibly adhered to the mode of an annual 
fupply-bilL This refufal was met by a 
fpirit of vindii^ive policy. The fovereign 
was advifed to withhold his ^(Tent from ads 
ef the legiflature, on which many impor- 
tant judicial determinations in the colony 
had been grounded. Thus the royal con- 
firmation of the laws was waved, and the 
adminiftration of juftice, during fifty years, 
remained on this precarioiis footing in the 
ifland. Such was the actual (icuation of 
the inhabitants until the year 1728, when 
a cofipromife was happily effected, and a 
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revenue aft paiTed which was confirmed by 
the king. The Aflembly confented to fettle 
on the crown, an irrevocable permanent 
revenue of 8000/. per annum; chiefly 
upon three leading conditions: ift. That 
the quit-rents within the ifland (then efti- 
mated at 1460/* per annum) fhould confti-» 
tute a part of fuch revenue : adly, That the 
body of the laws enaded by the legiflature 
of Jamaica, ihould receive the royal afient : 
and, jdly, That all fuch laws and ftatutes 
of England as had been at any time 
efteemed, introduced^ ufed, accepted, or 
received as laws in the ifland, fhould be and 
continue laws of Jamaica forever. In the 
year 1687) Chriflopher Duke of Albemarle, 
the foa and heir of General Monk who 
reflored Charles the Second, was appointed 
Governor of Jamaica, where dying child-* 
lefs foon after his arrival, his honors were 
extinguifhed with his life. The noble 
governor exhibited a fpecimen of the iurbi* 
trary fpirit of thgfe times, by arrefling a 
member of the Affembly, for having repeat- 
ed in debate, the ancient maxim. Solus 
fopuU fuprema lex. He afterwards fined 
him 600/. for this offence, and difTolved 

the 
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the Aflembly. The Duke, however, lived 
long enough to amafs a connderable trea- 
fare in Jamaica, by entering into partner- 
flxip with Sir William Phipps, who had dit- 
covered the wreck of a Spanifh plate (hip 
that had been ftranded in 1659, on a (hoal 
to the north eaft of Hifpaniola, By the 
efforts of fkilful divers fent out in floops 
from Jamaica, twenty-fix tons of filver 
were faid to be recovered. 

On the 19th of February 1687, the (hock 
of an earthquake was felt throughout the 
iiland. Its duration was fhort, and though 
many buildings were damaged, few were 
ruinedyand none difappeared. The year 
enfuing was memorable for the revolution 
which placed King William and his confort 
oa the Britilh throne. Their title was 
Immediately recognized, and they were 
joyfully proclaimed in Jamaica. In the 
ye» 169O9 the Earl of Inchiqyin was ap-* 
pointed governor, and in the war which 
enfued, King Willisun being at the head c^ 
the confederacy againft France, the Earl 
had orders to detach a maritime force 
againft the French fettlecoents: in Hiipar 
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niola. The Engliflhi fquadron was fuccefsful, 
and Jamaica was enriched by its prizes. 
A fliort time after this period, when the 
ifland flouriflied in population, and pro- 
fpered in riches^ a tremendous earthquake 
damaged the whole furface of it, and fwal- 
lowed up a great part of Port Royal, then 
the moft affluent town in the Weft Indies. 
On the 7th of June, between the hours of 
ten and eleven o'clock A. M. the.concuffion 
began. Three diftinfl: fhocks, each more 
terrible than the preceding one, in the 
fpace of a few moments fliook down, funk, 
and overwhelmed two thirds of its beft 
edifices. Solid wharves, fpacious ware- 
houfes, fumptuous habitations, the property 
or the refidence of the moft eminent plant- 
ers and merchants, almoft immediately dis- 
appeared. More than two-thirds of all the 
buildings w^ere inundated. The fpires on 
the fummits only of the loftier, were vifi-» 
ble, intermingled with the mafts of (hips 
ftranded among them. The Swan frigate 
had been hove down to careen. In a mo- 
ment this (hip righted by a fudden rufh of 
water, and "was driven over the tops of 
deloged houfes. Numbers of the inhabit 
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taats who had en^erged ^gaia after being 
fwallowed up, efcap^d a iecond peril, and 
were pfefcrved by getting on board this 
wreck. A refpedable hiftorian of the ifland 
obferves, that the town of Port Royal " was 
chiefly built on a bank of fand adhering to 
a rock in the Tea, and that a flight coacuflion^ 
aided by the weight of the buildings, might 
Jhave accompliflied its deilru&ion.'* But it 
appears that every quarter of the ifland was 
terribly fliaken, and in many parts of it, 
underwent material changes of furface« 
From the fummits or fides of the principal 
mountains the (hocks detached mighty 
maflfes of the foil, which in certain fitua-* 
lions, -with whole groves of timber, were 
precipitated upon the lower grounds, la 
particular inftances, the feparated foil 
<:hoaked the current of rivers. The two 
^ills at the entrance of fixteen-mile walk^ 
were fliakeh and crulhed together. The 
ilream of the river Gobre was obftrudled. 
The bed of it towards the ocean became 
dry, for miles, expofmg vaft quantities of 
fifh on the ib]l; and feveral days ejapfed 
before the water refumed its wonted chan- 
liel. In the territory called the Yallows, 
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a mountain cracked and divided. A fepa- 
ratcd part fell intp the vale below, and 
overwhelmed feveral inhabited fettlements. 
In another quarter, a proprietor retaining 
pofleflion of his ground, found his whole 
cftabliftiraent removed from its former 
fituation. On the north fide of the ifland, 
a thoufani acres of land funk at once in 
mafs, and with a number of perfons, were 
fubmerged in a deep pool. At Paflage 
Fort, not one houfe was left (landing ; and 
hut one in all Liguanea* In Spanilh Town, 
the damage was ferious ; although a num- 
ber of houfes built in a low compad ftile 
by the Spaniards, efcaped. Scarcely one 
fugar work was left undemolifhed. Of the 
%vhite inhabitants, computed (from an enu.* 
meration taken a few years before the 
ovent,y to be about fixteen thoufand, three 
thoufand perifhed by this earthquake. Nor 
dld^ the effeds of fo dreadful a vifitatioA 
ceafe, when the territory of Jamaica no 
longer trembled. The furvivors took refuge 
in tents and huts in the vicinity. Such 
habitations were incommodious. They did 
not well proteft the refugees from a vertical 
fun and unwholefome exhalations. Many 
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alfi) were dejed;ed by the death of friends 
«ad the extinftroa of fortuae. They 
Inrooded over the terror of paft calamity, 
and anticipated future privation. Scanty 
diet enfeebled the body ; gloom enervated 
the mind. From a qombination of caufes^ 
phyfical and morale difeafe enfued, aggra^* 
vated by contagion* A malignant fever 
attacked a throng of the mlferable fufierers j 
and before the end of O&ober, almoft de- 
populated Jamaica. 

Scarcely had thofe who were not vi£timt 
to the earthquake or fever, recovered from 
this calamitous conditiosi when they were 
menaced by a different dangen Intelli- 
gence was received that Jamaica would 
foon be invaded by an armament from 
Hifpaniola ; and accordingly, on the 1 7th 
of June 1 694, a fquadron of three fhips of 
war, and twenty privateers, having on board 
1500 Wd forces, under the orders of Mon- 
fieur Du CaiTe, commandant of that ifland, 
appeared off Cow Bay ; where 800 French 
foldiers were landed, with inftru<fitions to 
defolate the country as far aa Port Morant, 
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Such direflions were obeyed with alacrity 
and barbarous precifion. The account given 
to the fecretary of ftate by the governor, 
alleges that the invaders perpetrated the 
moft fhocking enormities ; maflacre, and 
wanton conflagration. The militia had 
been drawn to the capital from that part of 
the ifland. Fatigued, and fated with ruin 
and ravage, the French detachment at 
length, after feizing about one thoufand 
negroes, re-imbarked with their plunder. 
The fquadron then failed to Carlifle Bay, 
and Du Cafle landed in the parifti of Vere* 
At the head of his forces he attacked about 
two hundred militia; defenders of a mife- 
Table breaft-work. A gallant refiftance was 
made; But Colonel Cleyborn, Lieutenant 
Colonel Smart, Captain Vaffal, and Lieu- 
tenant Dawkins being killed, and others 
wounded, the relidue of the detachment 
began to retire, when five other companies 
of militia fcnt to re-inforce them, oppor- 
tunely arrived. Thefe, though they had 
marched thirty miles without refrefhment, 
immediately charged the French with fuch 
energy and effeft, as changed the fortune of 

the 



( Iv ) 

Ac day. Du Cafle retreated; and re- 
knbarking^ returned with his ill-gotten 
booty to Hifpaniola. 

Port Royal, a few years after began to 
rife again. Many houfes were rebuiltf 
and it promifcd again to become populous 
and profperous. But on the 9th of January 
1704, an accidental fire, that broke out be- 
tween the hours of eleven and twelve 
o'clock in the morning, confumed every 
houfe in it to afhes. The Legiflature, 
that foon after afTembled at Ktngfton, 
authorifed diiburfemeats from the public 
treafury for the relief of the iadigjent fuf- 
ferers j and pafled a refoUuion recommend- 
ing that the inhabitants ihould forfake the 
fcite of Port Royal, and remove to Kingfton. 
From that time, Kingfton rofe into unrival- 
led confideration in the ifland. The next 
difafter that afflidled the. inhabitants of 
Jamaica, occurred on the 2Sth of Auguft 
1722* On that day a tremendous hurricane 
fwept over a ^reat part of the cultivated 
furface of the ifland, and by proftrating a 
great part of the buildings, and deftroying 
the produce of the foil, diminiilied the fruits 
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of a vail property which had been accuniu^ 
lated in the towns, or veiled ia the efta-« 
blifhment of fettlements in the cofuntry^ 
Having thus briefly dated fome leading 
eircumilances, profperous. or adverfe, con^ 
ncSc'd with the early hiftory of Jamaicat 
we conclude this part of our defign, a«d 
hailen to ftate its condition in modern 
times, Pripr to this attempt it ftiould not 
be forgotten, that among the fources of tho 
early profperity of Jamaica yet unnoticed, 
was the acceffion of twelve hundred inftbf- 
trious fettlers that came thither on the 
evacuation of Surinam in 1674: 2dly, The 
migration of the Scots, about twenty years 
afterwards, from the ifthmus of Darien, on 
the failure of that fettlement. The fruita 
of the fkill and induilry of thofe migrators 
remain ; and their pofterity inherit many 
valuable eftates on this ifland. Similar 
advantage in thofe times accrued from the 
example of Sir Thomas Moddiford and 
other eminent planters,who transferred their 
capital and Ikiiful management from Bar-. 
badoes ; and conferred durable bcneiits on 
Jamaica, by a diligent purfuit of wealth 

through fl^e path of agricultural improve- 
ment^ 



menu And to thefe may be luperadded, 
the fteady fbream of wealth that flowed 
into the ifland, and was difiiifed annually 
firotti 1 690, for many years by the eftabliib- 
ment of the Afiento contrad, for the fupply 
of the Spanifh iflaods with negroes« 

In our deicription of Jamaica, as It exifts 
in modern times, we offer but the etching 
of an outline. The ifland is now diftributed 
into the three counties of Middiefex, Surry, 
and Cornwall. In Middlefesc: are eight 
parifhes, one town, and thirteen hamlets# 
St. Jago de k Vega, or Spanifh Town, ia 
the CBfitai of the ifland ) it is fituated on 
the banks of the rirer Cobre» about fix 
miles from the fea ; it is the feat of govern^ 
ment and of general judicature} it is 
adorned with an handfome palace for the 
refidence of the governor ; its inhabitants 
of free condition, are five thoufand. Tho 
county of Surry contains feven parifhes^ 
eight hamlets, and the towns of Kingilon 
^d Port Royals Kingflon, fituated on the 
north fide of a commodious and beautiful 
liarbour, is the commercial metropolis of 
Jamaica* It was founded in 1 6931 when a 
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repetitioft cF the calamities of fife ahd editb* 
quake, a6 wc have feen> bad defolatcd Port 
Royal. Many commodious buildings and 
convenient .houfes are found in it ; and of 
the latter, fome that approach to magnifi* 
ceflcc. Its markets for fifh, flefli, and vege- 
tables are choicely and abundantly fupplied. 
it contains above twenty-feven thoufand 
inhabitants, including feventeen thoufand 
flaves* Port Royal, otice the feat of popu- 
lation and affluence, has arifen tardily from 
its aQies : it confifts of about two hundred 
houfes; its fortifications ate ftrong, and 
preftrved in excdient condition. The royal 
navy yard, hofpital and barracks, contribute 
to its importance. The county of Com* 
wall contains five parifhes, three towns, and 
iix hatiilets. The towns are Savanna-la- 
Mar, on the fouth fide of the ifland ; Mon* 
tego Bay and Falmouth on the north. 
Bavanna-la-Mar was nearly deftroyed in 
1780, by a hurricane and fudden inunda- 
tion. About feventy houfes have fincc been 
rebuilt on its fcite. Montego Bay has be- 
come an opulent town, and contains at leaft 
fix hundred white inhabitants. Falmouth, 
or, as it is commonly called, the Pointy 
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6tuated on the fouth fide of Martha Brae 
harbour, has arifen rapidly and profperst 
It contains upwards of two hundred houfes* 
In the twenty parilhes of Jamaica^ are 
found eighteen churches beiide3 chapels. 
Each parifli i? provided with a redtor, who 
in lieu of tithes, is fuppoited by taxes levied 
on the inhabitants fDr this purpqfe by the 
veftries refpedively. The yearly value of 
the church livings varies from loo/. to 
iqooL But a large glebe augn^eats the 
value of but one or two of the number. 
The bifhop of London, it is faid, claims 
Jamaica as parcel or part of his dioqefe. 
But fuch jurildidtion is unrecognized by 
the colony, and has never been enforced 
by the bifliop*. 

The conftitution of Jamaica (with fome 
features of difference,) refembles that gf the 
mother country ; moft of its orders of judi-? 
liature are conftituted like thofe of England, 
The grand court of the ifland, concentres 
the jurifdidion of the courts of King's 

^ This IS an account of the churdi and ecclefiaftical 
legimen fome years ago : for the alteration that hat beefa 
xiade in ecclefiaftical affairs^ fee vol. 2. letter 17.. 
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BeAcb^ Exchequer^ and Common Plea^. 
A chief judice for the ifland presides in this 
court. The emoluments of his fitaation 
amount to about 3000 L per annum. The 
affiftant judges, three of whom with the 
chief, are neceSary to conftitute a cotirt, are 
lifually planteis of eminence, or other gen* 
fJemerk of the ifland, who afford their judi- 
cial fervices gratuitoully. In each pariQi 
(<^r precin^ confiding of parifhes) there i& 
a principal magiftrate, lliled Cuftos Rotu-* 
lofum, who with a body of juftices, ho)d« 
Befiions of the Peace, and Courts of Com- 
tfion Fleas, where the matter of litigation is 
of a certain limited value* The Cuftos alfo, 
with two other juftices, the redor and ten 
veftrymen, eleded by the freeholders, form 
the veftry of each parifli. The veftries affefs 
and appropriate local taxes, and appoint the 
colleiling conftables of taxes^both parochial 
and general. The Lcglflature of Jamaica 

is fubdivided into three diftind: branches^ 
The Houfe of Aflembly, or Colonial Com- 
mons, confifts of forty-three members : 
namely, three for each of the three chief 

towns, and tv/o for each of the pariflies. The 
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pecuniary qualification of a member is 30oiL 
per annum freehold ; or 3000 /. perfonal 
property in the ifland. Ten pounds per 
annum freehold eftate, qualifies a free white 
of full age to vote at an eleftion. In fine, the 
Aflembly of Jamaica in its formation, mode 
of procedure, and extent of privilege, fo 
nearly refembles the Houfe of Commons ia 
England, that a more minute account of its 
ftrufture, claims, or authority, is unnecef- 
fary. The upper branch of the Legiflaturc 
confifts of twelve gentlemen ufually ap- 
pointed by the crown ; who have pre- 
cedency next to the governor, and are 
addrefled by the title of honourable. They 
form a privy council of ftate to the govei^ 
nor; but his proceedings, although contrary 
to the advice of council, are held valid in 
the ifland. The council, with the governor, 
conftitute a court of errors and appeals 
from the grand common law courts, in all 
cafes where the fum in litigation amounts 
to 300/, Each member of council is a 
juftice of peace tx officio throughout Jamaica. 
Laftly, on the death, or in the abfence of 
the governor or lieutenant-governor, the 
el deft member of the council fucceed^ 
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to the govcrnmeht, with the tide of Prefi- 
dent of the Ifland. 

The Governor of Jamaica, to whom is 
afcribed by cuftom and courtefy the title 
of Excellency, is royally appointed by 
letters patent, under the great feal of the 
kingdom. He commands the land forces 
when no general officer of the ftaflf is in 
Jamaica. He has vice admiralty jurifdic- 
tion, and grants letters of marque. He 
commiffions officers of the militia. He ap- 
points the judges, and with the concur* 
rence of five of the council, he may fufpend 
(hem. He nominates and fuperfedes cuf« 
tofes of jpariQies, juilices of the peace, and 
other civil officers. He has alfo, where the 
crown does not difpofe of them, the difpofal 
of civil employments. The governor in- 
ducts clergymen qualified conformably to 
<he canons of the church, to. all church 
livings and benefices ; and in certain cafes 
of abfence, or notorious mifcondudt, fuper- 
fedes redors. He grants letters of admi- 
iiiftration, licences for fchools and for 
marriages. In cafes of forfeiture or pe- 
nalty incurred by breach of any ad rela- 
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tive to trade or revenue, he has eoncurrcnt 
jurifdidion i?irith the courts of record ; aad 
may, without the intervention of a jury, 
decide all queftions both of law and fa£):. 
The governor is fole chancellor, and has 
cuftody of the great feal of the colony • H^ 
is judge in matters relating to ecclefiaftical 
law. He prefides in the court of errors 
and appeals ; from whence, however, an 
appeal may be had to His Majefty in coun* 
cil, if the property in litigation is 300/. ( 
and from his deciiions in equity, there U<$s 
a limilar appeal • He may reprieve criminals 
cohvided of treafon and murder ; smd 02^ 
Cetid His Majefty's gracious pardon to all 
ether convidcd criminals. He may fui^ 
pend members of the couneil, and fupply 
xheir vacant feats. He has authority, witli 
advice of council, to convoke the aflembly 
and appmnt the place where the Legiflatur^ 
muft meet* When met, the governor has 
a negative voice in every legiflative ord|«- 
nance propofed. He can, at will, proroguoi 
adjourn, or diflblve the aflembly. Befides 
emoluments accruing from fees, fines^ 
efcheats and forfeitures, he enjoys an annual 
^sjary of 2500/. froa» the crown } to which 
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a fimilar (urn is tifually added by a gfant of 
the Legiflature, which muft be pafled within 
jone year after kis authority commences^ 
and is irrevocable during the term of it; 
Thus the ordinary emoluments of a govei^ 
nor of Jamaicain time of peace» maybe fairiy 
eftimated at ahore 6000L fterlis^g per aui- 
num ; and the powers with which he is in^ 
Tefted are more unchecked and exteniive 
than thofe that^ by the Uws of England^ are 
allotted to the fovereign^ 

• 

Of other lucratire offices, cbi^y held by 
patent in J^naica^ an(i commonly granted 
for two lives, the moft conflderable are 
thofe of the Pravoft Marihal General, the 
Secretary of the ifland, the Treafurer of 
the Ifland, the Clerk of the Supreme Court, 
the Regifter in Chancery,, the Naval OfBcer^ 
and the CoUedor of the Cuftoms for thie 
Port of Kingfton. Moil of thefe offices 
ate held by perfons refident in the mother 
coxmtry, who have deputies that refide in 
Jamaica, and execute the duties annexed to 
them. Thefe deputies (^ten purchafe their 
fituations of their principals, to whom it 
has been computed, that; they annually 
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remk about, 3Q,oqo L fterling« But by aa 
exoellent law (the a 2 Geo. iii. c» 75.) ia 
fptiire, the grantees of every patent office 
in the colonies muft difcharge the duties 
of office in perfon. The office of Provoft 
Marffiai General is of military origin, but its 
principal duties are analc^ous to thofe of tibe 
High Sheriff in England. It appears from the 
returns of this office, pubtiflied by the Ja« 
maicac Houfe of Aflembiy, 1 jd of Novem- 
ber 1792, that in the courfe of the preceding 
year,. 2 1 8 1 executions were lodged in the 
office of the Provoft Marihall, amounting 
to 569,724/. fterling : and alio that during 
the twenty years prior to 1788, 80,021 eX^ 
ectttions, amounting to 22,563,786/. fter- 
ting had likewife been lodged in his office: 
Enrollments in the office of the Secretary 
of the ifland are matter of record. Truftees, 
attorneys, guardians of orphans, and mort^ 
gagees in pofleffion, are obliged by law to 
regifter in this office, not only annual ac- 
counts of the crop and produce accruing on 
each eftate, but accounts current of their 
receipts and payments. Deeds alfo muft 
(within three months after date) be en- 
rolled in this office. In it alfo are enrolled 
Vol. I. c all 
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ftll ads of the Legidature. Thefe haveth^ 
efiicjtcy of law in Jamaica, as foon as the* 
governor faaftions them by his aflent. For 
isdthough the ultimate power of rejeftioa 
remains in the crown ; yet, prior to the 
cxercife of it, afts of the Legiflature arfe 
valid in the colony. The moft marked 
differences between the colony laws and 
thofe of the rtiother country grow out of 
the flave fyftem. The evidence of a flave* 
is inadmiifible againft a white perfon. 
Slaves, in certain refpeds, are confidered by 
law as inheritance. They defcend to heirs ; 
the widow has dower of theni, arid a fur-^ 
viving huftand may be tenant by the 
courtefy. Still in 'refped of debts, flaves 
are chattels, and muft be inventoried by 
the executors. A Britifli Ad of Parliament 
confirms fuch a view, and fuch a difpofal 
of them, to fatisfy Britiih debts ; and it is 
not recoUeded that one efibrc has been 
made for the alteration of this ftatute by 
any individual interefted in fuch difpofal*. 

Yet it is unqueftionably true, that frequent 
fales of Creole negroes, which feparate in- 
dividuals from domeftic connedions, and 

♦ , It has been fmcc repealed. 
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kvtt them from home and habitation on 
the eftates where they had birth, k one of 
the moft intolerable grievances incident to 
flavery in Jamaica. 

The crown revenue from Jamaica to the 
yearly amount of S6o L fterling, of which 
we have already fpoken, is perpetual, being 
fettled by the aft of the year 1728. Part 
of this, however, arifing from the quit- 
rents, Or other fources mentioned in that 
>aQ:, is augmented confiderably. To the 
revenue thus accruing, a temporary revenue 
is fuperadded by annual grants ; to meet 
the expences of the civil lift, and a variety 
of public charges. Among the ways and 
means are the following ; a duty on negroes 

imported ; an excife on rum and other 
articles confiimed within the ifland ; a pecu- 
niary penalty incurred by each owner of an 
eftate, for each white perfon deficient on 
his.premifes of the number required by 
law ; a poll-tax on flaves and ftock ; a rate 
on rent and wheel carriages. A confider^ 
able portion of the revenue of Jamaica ia 
exbaufted in the extra*allowance provided 
for fuch of the regular, Britifh forces as are 
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from time to time ftationed on its territory* 
When the regular troops exceed the num- 
ber of 3000, the payment of fuch excefs is 
ufually provided for by the Legiflature of 
• the ifland. Still greater expence has been 
voluntarily incurred^ and provided for by 
this government of late, in <]uelling and 
tranfporting a tribe of the Maroons. The 
current coins of Jamaica are Portugal pieces 
of gold, called the half joh^Lnnes, valued at 
about ss^* currency each ; Spaniih dou- 
bloons at S^* 5^* each, and piftoles at 
26/. 3 ^f each. The filver coins are Spaniih 
milled dollars^ valued at 6 s. Sd.; and 
fmall pieces, or portions of the dollar pro^ 
portionally valued* The lowed filver coin 
is called'a dittj equal to about 5 d. (lerling. 

The militia of Jamaica includes all free 
perfons from fifteen to fixty years of i^e, 
who provide, at their own expense, th« 
fequifite accoutrements, and are obliged by 
law to enlift themfelves either in the hOrfe 
or foot. In times of apprehended danger, 
whether from invafion or revolt, the com- 
mander in chief, with the advice and con- 
fent of a general council of war, in which 
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the members of the Legiflature have votes, 

« 

may proclaim martial law. In fuch an 
emergency, the governor is invefted with 
powers ftrong and extraordinary. The 
ifland was under martial law early in ij^z. 
The militia at that time confifted 1079 
civalry, and 8 1 72 infantry. Of this body, 
the frefed negroes and men of colour 
amounted to 1889. 

But we muft pafs from this flcetch of the 
government, laws, military force, and civil 
divifion of the country, to delineate within 
narrow limits its furface, climate, and chirf 
^fodu&ions. The furface of the territory 
of Jamaica has been computed, with fuffi- 
cient accuracy, to be four millions of acres. 
Somewhat lefs than two millions of it has 
been located by taking out patents. Of this 
land, thus appropriated, little more than one 
million of acres is in cultivation. A return, 
about the year 1790, was made to fhe Le- 
giflature of Jamaica, by which it appears, 
that the number of fugar plantations was 
feven hundred and feventy-fiye. Thefe 
may be averaged at nine hundred acres each. 
Bj the fame ^oeument, there were fome- 
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what above four hundred pehns, or breeding 

* 

farms, which inay be averaged at fevcn 
hundred acres each* From this authentio 
ftatement it may be inferred, that a great 
part of the interior of Jamaica is not only 
mountainous, but derile or inacceflible. 
The inequality of its furface, however, con-i 
ilitutes a part of its charms, and introduces 
alfo a temperature mitig^^ting. the predomi-» 
naht heat of the climate. If we divide the 
tropical year into four feafoqs, the Spring 
of Jamaica commences with the month of 
May. The foliage of the trees then be- 
comes more vivid, and the parched fav^n^ 
nas grow greener, even before the rains 
jdefcendr Thefe generally come from the 
fputh ; ^nd, <;ompared with the autumnal 

cataracts, feem but ihowers. They fall about 
the middle of May. Commencing in t^e 
morning, they often break up in thunder* 
ftornxs 2^bout noo(i ; exciting a rich vegeta-* 
tion, and fpreading a beautiful verdure^ 
This vernal feafon of moifture feldom con-^ 
tinu^s more than a fortnight ; the weather 
thep becomes dry, fettled, and falubrious ; 
not a cloud chequers the firmament; tbq 

blue iky bla^s, aqd the Weft Indian fum? 

mer 
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mer reigtis in full ^ory. At this periodi 
during certain hours of the day, ufually 
from feven till tea in the morning, the heat 
ieems infupportable ; but as foon as the Tea 
breeze from the eaft flirs the dormant air, 
all nature revives : and (efpecially in the 
ihade) till this breeze diminiihes towards 
the evening, the climate is often tolerable, 
»nd fometimes pleafant. Though the twi- 
light is brief, the nights are beautiful ; the 
planet Venus illumines fo as to caft a (hade, 
from trees like another moon ; and the tro« 
pical ilars fparkle with tranfcendent luftre. 
This ftate of the weather commonly con«« 
tinues till the middle of Auguft, when the 
diurnal breeze intermits, calms fmoothe the 
(urface of the fea, and the air becomes 
fultry and fufibcating* During the next 
fix weeks, light winds and dead calms alter- 
nately prevail ; and the thermometer fome« 
times rifea eveo to 90* Such are the pre- 
ludes to the wet autumnal £eafon. About 
the firft of Odober it begins. Soon the 
heavens pour down torrents ; and the earth 
in fome places feems deluged, efpecially 
contiguous to certain mountains. Lofty 
isffiinences, if clad with wood, powerfully 
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attrad moifture. The perpendicular height 
e£ the water which had fallen in the Weft 
Indies within one year, was once afcer-^ 
tained to be equal to (ixty-feven cubical 
inches. Between the firft of Auguft and 
the laft of O^ober, thofe dreadful vifita- 
tions called hurricanes, are often anticipated, 
and frequently experienced. It is too well 
known, that hurricanes in the years 1 780^ 
81, 84, «5, and 86, fpread defolation 
ihroughouc fix of the beft cultivated pa-» 
ri&es in Jamaica : and fuch a draught 
ibcceeded as deftroyed thofe provifions that 
liad been cultivated in 1785 and 86, to 
Ibpi^y the want of the interdiAed North 
American cargoes : *^ fo that within feven 
years priof to 1787," fay the Affembly of 
Ji^maica in their memorial to the Britifli 
Government, ^^ fifteen thoufand flaves 
perifhed by famino, or of difeafes contraded 
hf fcanty and unwholefome diet." Of the 
Caufes of fuch defolating ftormsi we yet 
remain in doubt or ignorance. .But to 
return ; towards the clofc of November, or 
perhaps a few days later, the northerly 
winds having acquired force, and the heavy 
tains ceafing^ the air becomes pure and 
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cool; and in a fucceffion of ferene and 
^eafant weather from December to April, 
the inhabitants of Jamaica and die other 
Weft India iflands, enjoy the fineft winter, 

if it may be called fo, known on the globe. 

■ 

The general appearance of Jamaica dif^ 
fisrs materially from that of the Britiih ifles 
in Europe. The north and fouth fides of 
Jamaica diflfer eflentially from each other. 
Columbus fir ft approached it on its north* 
em iide : his eye firft dwelt on that portion 
of it which conftittttes St. Ann^s parifli» 
No wonder the novelty, variety, and beauty 
of its fcenery delighted him. At a mode- 
rate diftance from the (hore, numerous htUa^ 
diftindly feparated from each other by ro- 
mantic vales, fwell on the fight. Moft of 
thefe eminences, rounded toward their tops 
with fignal felicity, are crowned with grovet 
of pimento ; a beautiful tree that endures 
no rival near it. Thefe groves are of a 
deeper green than the (hort grafs beneath 
them; which, fpringing from a chalky 
marble, thickens a turf as clean and clofe aa 
the fineft £ngli(h lawn. The bright hue 
of this vegetable carpet is di&overable in a 
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thoufand openings, contrafting the dark 
verdure of the pimentoes. On one fpot wie 
contemplate cxtenfive groves that crown 
the hills ; on another, diverfified groups that 
arc fprinklcd down the declivities ; and to 
finifh the landfcape, tranfparent cafcades 
and delicious rivulets enliven this whole 
diftrid« Jamaica ipdeed, as its name im- 
ports, abounds in fprings that defcend on 
both fides of the eminences that. divide tho 
ifland» It can boaft of one hundred rivers, 
although none of them are deep enough for 
navigation. The land riiing towards the 
eoatre of the ifland, as the eye efcapes froni 
the foft fccnery we have pourtrayed, the 
vvaving outline of it melts the diftant blue 
hills, tin they gradually difappear in the 
clouds. But approaching the fouthern Ciore, 
the predominant features of the territory 
on that fide of the ifland are more bold 
than bcautifVil. We are firft ftruck by a 
view of the ftupendous and foaring ridges 
of the blue mountains^, exhibiting abrupt 
precipices, or inacceffible cliffs. But on a 
nearer approach, thefe rugged appearances 
fecm ameliorated by an interfperfion of 
cultivated fpots, where the han^ of dili^ 
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gcacc has awakened life and fertility. , The 
lower range alfo, clad by forefts of majeftic 
timber, contributes to relieve the rugged-^ 
nefs of the loftier heights. At length we 
behold the favannas beneath, extenfivcly 
covered with cane-fields, blending, in full 
pride of cultivation, the promife of Spring, 
with the exuberance of autumn. The 
mountains of Jamaica are objeds of gran- 
deur, and agents of utility. They afford 
that variety of climate fo conducive to fere- 
pity, health, and delight. On the fultry 
plains of the fouth, the medium of the beat 
during the fumnier and autumnal months 
is eighty degrees on Fahrenheit's thern)o« 
meter. In the highlands contiguous, the 
thermometer at noon feldom exceeds feven- 
ty. In higher fitiiations it is confiderably 
lower. At night the air becomes yet 
colder, inforauch that precautioijs with re- 
fpefl: to clothing, and fetting out early 
in the morning, are requifite, in making 
judicipus excurfions from the ftifling at- 
mofphere below to the falutary climate 
above. In thofe mountains likewife, almoft 
any of the fruits, roots, or herbs of Europe 
^ill floi^riihj^nd may be cultivated. Ano- 
ther 
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tha:^ pjeculiar advantage which Jamaica and 
the large iflands derive from fuch inequality 
Off furface is the no^urnal land*wind. As 
foon as the diurnal breeze, blowing from 
the eaft and its collateral points, dies away 
in the evening, the hot air of the plains, 
being rarified, afcends towards the fummits 
of the mountains, and is there condenfed 
by the cold ; which making it fpecifically 
heavier than it was before, it defceiiids back 
to tibe plains oa both fides of the ridge* 
Hence the night^wiad is generated, blowing 
towards land on all fides of fuch mountain^ 
ous iilapdst 

We have noticed the beauty of the 
pimento. The papaw and the palmeto^ 
royal contribute alfo to beautify Jamaica* 
The latter has been known to attain the 
height of 140 feet. The foliage of thefe 
and other (lately trees of the ifland, fpring-^ 
ing chiefly from the fummit of the trunk, 
and outfpreading horizontally, groves of 
them difplay an afiemblage of majeftic co- 
lumns, fupporting a verdant canopy. They 
admit the circulation of the air, exclude the 
vertical fun, and &rm(h at once a whole- 
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feme retreat and delicious flielter. While 
fome trees of moderate growth bud, bloflbm, 
aad bear fruit perennially, others aftonifh 
by their weight, fize, or impenetrability of 
fibre. No timber for fuch qualities can 
exceed the lignum<-vitas, iron- wood, pigeon* 
wood, green-heart, brazilletto, and buUy-^ 
tree. Many exhibit trunks that meafure 
ninety feet from the bafe to the limbs ; 
fuch as the mahogany and the cedar. The 
ftem of the ceiba, or wild cotton tree, is ftill 
ftouten Being rendered concave, it has 
been known to furnifh a boat capable of 
containing one hundred perfons. The fig« 
tree, in pe^rfedion, boafts a growth yet more 
gigantic. The noble fcepery of fuch groves 
is enlivened by the fingular forms of fome 
animals and the furprizlng beauty of others. 
In many regions of the torrid zone, forefts, 
mountains, or moraffes, are infefted by 
wild beafts of untameable fiercenefs; by 
broods of ferpents of exalted rage and 
venom. But the bite of no ferpent of the 
Weft Indies is mortal ; and Jamaica har« 
hours no animal of prey to defolate or 
deftroy. Here even the laigeft alligator, 
whofe fiercenefs has been fo much ex* 

aggerated, 
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metrician could fend them to their deftined 
ftation by a ihorter courfe: they neitbfcr 
turn to the right nor to the left, whatever 
obftacle intervenes ; and even if they meet 
with a houfe, they will attempt to (bale the 
wails to keep the unbroken tenor of their 
way. But though this be the general order 
of their route, they upon other occafions 
are compelled to conform to the face of the 
country ; and if it be interfered by rivers, 
they are feen to wind along the courfe o( the 
fireanu The proceffion fets forward from 
the mountains with the regularity of an 
army under the guidance of an experienced 
conunander. They are commonly divided 
into battalions, of which the firft confiib 
of the ftrongeft and boldeft males, that, like 
picmeers, march forward to clear the route 
and face the greateft dangers. The night 
is their chief time of proceeding ; but if it 
xaias by day, they do not fail to profit by 
the occafion, and they continue ^o move 
forward in their flow and uniform manner. 
When the fun ihines and is hot upon the 
lurface of the ground, they make an 
univerfal halt, and wait tiU the cool of the 
evening. Wiiea ttity are terrified, Aef 

march 



march back in a confufed diforderly man- 
ner, holding up their nippers againft their 
abnoyers, from whom they fometimes tear 
offa piece of the (kin, or leave the weapon 
where they inflided the wound. When 
after a fatiguing march, and* efcaping a 
thoufand ^dangers, for they are fometimes 
three months in getting to the fhore, they 
arrive at their deflined port, they prepare to 
caft their fpawn. For this purpofe, the 
crab has no fooner reached the fliore, than 
it eagerly goes to the edge of the water, and 
lets the waves wafh over its body two ox 
three times to wafh off the fpawn. The eggs 
are hatched under the fand ; and foOn after, 
millions at a time of the new-born crabs 

• 

are feen quitting the ihbres, and flowly' 
travelling up to the mountains. The old 
crabs having difburthened themfelves, ge^ 
nerally regain their habitations^ in the 
mountains by the latter end of June. In 
Auguft they begin to fatten and prepare 
for moulting ; filling up their burrows with 
dry grafs, leaves, and aVlmdance of other 
materials. When the proper period comes, 
each retires to his hole, fhuts up the p^ 
(age, and remains quite inadive until ht 
Vol. I. f . jgcta 
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gets rid of his old flicll, and i$ fully pro- 
vided with a new one. How long they 
continue in this ftate is uncertain ; but the 
flicU is firft obferved to burft at th6 back 
and fides, to give a paflage to the body ; 
and the animal extracts its limbs from aU 
the other parts gradually afterwards. At 
this time the fle(h is in the richeil ftate, and 
covered with a tender membranous ikin, 
variegated with a multitude of reddifli 
veins : but this fkin hardens gradually, and 
foon becomes a perfect ftiell like the former* 
It is, however, remarkable, that during this 
change, there are fome ftony concretions 
always formed in the bag, which wafte and 
diflblve as the creature forms and perfeds 
it« new cruft. As to the flavour of the 
mountain crab drefled for food, it is, when 
in fpawn, one of the choiceft morfels in 
nature. This perpetual fupply of fuftenance 
was a refource to which the native Indians 
always had refort when other provifions 
were not abundant. 

The woods and marflies of Jamaica af- 
ford alfo a, variety of wild fowl, and other 
birds of exquifite flavour ; among which, 
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the ringtail -pigeon is by many the moft 
efteemed* But the mod delicious of birds 
is the emberiza orizavora, . the ortolan or 
rice-bird of South Carolina. Thefe little 
birds fatten upon the milky rice of that 
region early in the autumn j and when it 
begins to harden, they vifit Jamaica in pro- 
digious flights in Odober, to ifeed on the 
feeds of the guinea gjrafs. Inftead of giving 
an account of the wild-fowl, we muft 
content ourfelves with reciting the curious 
contrivance by which the ancient Indians of 
Jamaica caught them. In the ponds to 
which thefe birds refort, they ufed to throw 
calaba(hes, (afpecies of gourd,) which floated 
on the water, and which when accuftomed 
to fee, the fowl would approach without 
fear. Having fucceeded thus far, the fportC* 
man put one of thefe gourds on his head^ 
firft making apertures for ijght and breath. 
He then very cautioufly crept into the 
pond, gently fwimming in deep water, or 
walking where it was fhallow, with his 
head only above the furface. Thus he got 
among the fowl, and feizing one at a time 
by the feet, and dragging it by a dexterous 
jerk downwards, he faflened it to his girdle; 
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^nd To, without crating the leaft alarm or 
difturbance among the refidue of the flock> 
loaded himfelf with as many as he could 
carry away. Their method of catching 
fifh was no lefs curious. They employed 
the remora or fucking fiih, as falconers em- 
ploy hawks. This fifh, not much more than 
a fpan long, was regularly kept^ fed, and 
trained for the purpofe. The owner on a 
calm morning, carried it out to fea, fecured 
to his canoe by a fmall but ftrong linci 

many fathoms in length. The moment 
the remora faw a fifh in the water, though 
at a great diftance, it flarted away with the 
fwiftnefs of an arrow and faflened upon it. 
The Indian in the mean time, let go the line 
which was proTided with a buoy, that kept 
on the furface of the fea, and ferved to 
mark the courfe which the fifh had taken. 
This courfe the Indian purfued in his canoe^ 
until he conceited that his game was nearly 
iexhaufted. Then taking up the buoy, he 

gradually drew the line towards the fhore j 
the remora flill adhering to it? prey with 
inflexible tenacity. ^* By this method, (fays 
Ovedo,) I have known a turtle caught of a 
bulk and weight thajt no fingle man could 
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Aipport." But to return to the birds of 
Jamaica. Among throngs of them eminent 
for brilliant plumage, may be mentioned 
the parrot and its various affinities from the 
ftout macaw to the tiny paroquet. This 
numerous family yet adorn the groves of 
Jamaica. But the flamingo, an elegant and 
princely bird, as large as the fwan, arrayed 
in plumage of the brighteft fcarlet, is no 
longer to be feen. Still, however, the pride 
of the garden for illuflrious pfumage, the 
collibry or humming-bird, multiplies, mur« 
murs, and fucks the rich bloflbms of Jamaica* 
The colours that mark the coat of this bird, 
(not much bigger than a beetle,} mock the 

mimickry of art ; exhibiting in exquifite 
combination the fine green of the emerald, 
the rich purple of the amethyft, and the 
deep blaze of the ruby. That the mufic 
of the European birds furpafles that of the 
tropical, has often been remarked, and the 
remark is juft* Yet the tropical groves, 
decorated by plumes fo diverfified and 
fplendid, boaft alfo the very curious imita- 
tions peculiar to the mock-bird } imitations 
which mingling with the plaintive notes of 
a vaft variety of doves, and the modulated 
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hum of cbuntlefs infers, afford a concert 
that gratifies untutored tafle, although it 
may fail to pamper the voluptuary in mufi- 
cal refinement. But quitting this elegant 
department of natural hiflory, for it would 
require volumes to complete it, we proceed 
to vegetable productions; beginning with 
fuch as are ufed in Jamaica for the. fufle-' 
nance of man, or the domeflic creatures, 
employed in his fervice. Maize, or Indian 
corn, a native produdion, may be platited 
at any time, of the year wheji there is rain 
to moiflen the foil. It yields, according to 
the quality of the latter, from fifteen to 
forty bufhels per acre j affording two or 
three crops annually. Guinea corn com* 
monly produces but one annual crop, 
planted' in September, it is gathered in 
January, and yields from thirty to fixty 
bufhels per acre. To thefe fubftantial arti- 
cles of vegetable food, may be fuperadd§d 
various kinds of calavances (a fpecies of 
pea) which are in general ufe and culture. 
Jamaica abounds alfo in graffes native or 
exotic. The firfl fort is fometimes cut for 
hay : but the making of it is now rendered 
almoft unneceflary by an aquatic plant called 
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Scots grafs ; fuppofed to be a iiative grafs of 
Jamaica. It rifes in height five or fix feet, 
has long fucculent joints, and is of quick 
vegetation. Five horfes may be* weH main- 
tained during a whole year frota a finglc 
acre of it. But the Guinea grafs inttoducetf 
into the ifland by accident from Africa, 
about -fixty yearsago, is a produftlbn of 
the gireateft ufe and importance. W thrives- 
in the moft ftony and' fterile foil ; li eagerly* 
devoured by hoiffes, tnules, and other do- 
meftic animals: and has contributed to 
create moft of the breeding pens in Jamaica. ' 
Hence the excellent quality and abundance* 
of horned eattle, both for table and planta- 

tion ufe. In the mountains, all the edible 
pulfe and roots of Europe thrive ; and moft^ 
of the European herbs. Cabbages, lettuce^ 
carrots, turnips, parfnips, artichokes, kidney- 
beans, green peas, grow uncommonly welL 
But many vegetables' of native grcjwth are 

judged by fome individuals (o furpafs in 
flavour and relifh, tHe moft choice of the 
foreign efqulents j efpecially the chqcho, 
ochra, lima-^ean, and Indian-kale.. The 
other indigenous produdtions of this claft^- 
ar^ plantains^ bananas, yams, calalue (a 
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ipefilesof fpiiuge] eddQes, caflaTa, and fweet 
potatoes. As to the more elegant fruits, 
no country on earth aJBFord$ fuch a magnifi^ 
cent defert. The following native fruits 
grow in the ifland fpontaneoufly ; ^tho 
anana, or pine«apple, (the dark-coated or 
Antigua fort being the moft exquifite,) the 
tamarind, papaw, guava, fweet fop, cafhew-^ 

i^ple, cuftard-apple (a fpecies of chari** 
moya) qocoa^nut, ftar«apple, gi^enadilla^ 
avocada^pear, hog-plum, pindal-nut, nef- 

bury, mamee, mapiee-^fapotaj Spaniih goo& 
berry, prickly^-pear, and a few others. The 
orange, Seville and China, the lemon, lime 
and (haddock, the vine, melon, ^ fig, and 
pomegranate, were introduced by the Spa^ 
mardst Englifh induftry has fuperadded to 
thefe, the rofe-^apple, genip, peach, and 
ilrawberry, 

iPa^ing rapidly from this abridged enu« 
mcration of, vegetables ufed for fuftenance 
or refre(hment ; we 9ome to fuch as are 
objedls "of commerce. At the head of this 
clafs is the cane, one of the moft valuable 
plants ioi . creation^ Its botanical name ia 
t^rundo /accharifera. In form it is a jointed 
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reed termtnating in leaves or blades, whofe 
edges are finely ferraded. Its ftem is ftroag 
diough brittle, and, when ripe, of a fine 
ftraw«-colour. It contains a foft, pithy fiiI>-« 
fiance, that affords, in perfeftion, a copious 
fupply of juice, and a fweetnefs the lead 
cloying and the moft agreeable in nature. 
The intermediate diftance between each 
joint of the cane varies according to the 
variety of the plant and the fertility of the 
foil, from one to fix inches in extent, and 
from half an inch to two inches and a half 
in diameter. The whole length of the cane 
alfo varies from: four to twelve feet, mea- 
Turing from the ftole to the upper joinr^ 
The plant is a native of the eaft, and was 
cultivated in India and Arabia from time 
immemoriaL At what time the Arabians 
difcovered the art of granulating its juice, 
is unknownv It probably found its way 
into Europe by the Red Sea, at lead as early 
as the period of the Croifades. It is now, 
on good grounds conjectured, and indeed 
believed, that the fugar cane grew fponta^ 
neoufly in the Weft Indies j . although from 
the introdudion of its culture in early 
times, Columbus appiear&to have been unap- 
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prized of th^s faft. We derive the fecret of 
making fugar from it icnmediately from the 
Spaniih and Portugtfefe nationa ; who were 
indebted for thciB: knowledge of.it to the 
nations of the eaft. For the perfedlon of 
this plant, no land, properly fituated, can be 
too fat or fertile. The fined foil in the 
Weft Indies for the xiibft abundant produc* 
tion of choice fugar. (except the aftiy-loam 
of St; Chriftopher's) is what has been called 
the brick-mold of Jamaica. It is a deep, 
warm, mellow hazel earth, eafily worked ; 
coniifting of a due mixture of clay and 
fand. Its furface, after rain, fo6n becomes 
dry ; but its under ftiatum, even in the 
dry eft feafon, retains moifture. This fpecies 
of moft excellent foil, which abounds in 
Hifpaniola, fparingly given to Jamaica, is 

confined to peculiar fpots in a few parifhes 
only. Plant-canes in fuch foil yield in fine 
feafons, about two tons and an half of fupe- 
rior fugar per acre. Oil the north fide of 
Jamaica, chiefly in the parifti of Trelawney, 
another kind of foil exifts, that yields alfo 
crops of excellent fugar. This land is 
foraetimes of a yellow, but more frequently 
of a red colour, from a deep chocolate to a 
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rich fcarlet: when moiftened, it ftaind like 
paint. It confifts of a pure loam with a 
mixture of clay and fand ; it is a deep foil, 
not heavy, naturally dry, and remarkably 
tenacious of water. Expofure to a fcorch* 
ing fun in very dry weather, deftroys its 
fertility for that feafon. The fyftem of 
hufbandry, therefore, on fugar plantations 
of this foil,»is heft adapted to what are called 
ratoon-canes. Ratoons, probably fo named 
from a corruption of the Spanifti word 
brotonesy are fuckers or fprouts, that fpring 
from the roots of canes that have previoufly 
been cut down. Ratoons thus intended to 
grow, although the fugar they yield amounts 
not to fo much per acre as the parent canes 
produce, yet by requiring little expcnce or 
labour in culture, often give in the courfe 
of feafons as profitable returns to the ownen 
The common yielding of fuch crops on this 
land, is feven hogfheads of fixteen hundred 
weight, to ten acres of annual ratoons. The 
proper feafon for planting canes, is the in- 
terval between Auguft and November. By 
thus infuring the influence of the autumnal 
rains, the foliage of the young canes be- 
comes fufficiently luxuriant before the fum- 
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mer btazes, to keep their roots cool, and 
the contiguous earth moift. The ufual 
mode of holing, that is^ preparing to plant 
by manual labour, is as follows : The land 
being divided into plats of about twenty 
acres extent ; each plat is then fubdivided, 
by a line attached to wooden pegs, into 
fquares of three or four feet. The field 
negiroes are then placed in a row, in the 
firft line, one to each fquare, which they 
excavate with hoes to the depth of five or 
fix inches. It commonly requires forty 
negroes to hole an acre in the courfe of a 
day. For fuch labour, if hired, eight or ten 
pounds currency is commonly paid. The 
cuttings fele(fled for planting, are ufually 
the tops of the canes that have been ex- 
preffed for making fugar. Thcfe placed 
horizontally on the bottom of the hole, are 
covered two inches deep with mold. In 
about twelve days the fprouts from the 
gems of the planted cane are feen : at the 
end of four or five months the banks of the 
holes are levelled. TIU the young plants 
attain confiderable maturity, the weeds that 
a rich ^bil highlynnanured rapidly nourifh^^ 
are to be inccflantly difturbed by the hoe. 
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plant canes are ripe for the mill early in the 
fecond year. From December till May U 
called crop-time in Jamaica. It is the 
feafon of health, gladnefs and feflivity. So 
palatable and nourifhing is the juice of the 
cane, that mod individuals of the animal 
creation derive vigour from its ufe. Soon 
after the mill is in motion, the meagre 
thrive, and the fick recover: infomuch, 
that the bufieft period of labour becomes 
the mod comfortable and pleafant both to 
man and bead. Sugar is diredly nutriciousi, 
and abfolutely wholefome ; and has, it is 
{aid, in Europe contributed to extinguiih 
the fcurvy and other difeafes. The juice 
from which it is granulated is eagerly fipped 
in the Weft Indies, proving grateful an4 
falutary to every creature that partakes of 
it. In Jamaica it is expreJed by mills, 
worked by cattle, wind, or water. A fugar 
mill confifts principally of three upright 
iron plated cylinders, from thirty to forty 
inches in length, and from twenty to 
twenty-five inches in diameter. The middle 
one, to which the moving power is applied, 
turns the other two by cogs. Between' 
thefe rollers thQ canes are comprefled twice, 
whichfcjueczestlienqi completely* The juice 
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IS received into a leaden veflel. The mace- 
rated rind of the cane^ fo preffed dry, ferves 
(with dry cane leaves called tralh) for fuel 
to boil the liquor. Cane juice contains of 
water eight parts, of fugar one, of grofs oil 
and mucilaginous gum one ; befides a fmall 
portion of elTential oil. 

The procefs for obtaining fugar from 
the cane is thus conducted. The juice • 
from the mill, running along a wooden 
gutter lined with lead, is carried to the 
boiling houfe, where it is received into 
a clarifying cauldron, of which there are 
commonly three. Each clarifier is pro- 
vided with a fyphon, or cock for drawing 
off the liquor. In eftabliftiments where 
two hundred hogflieads are annually manu- 
factured, each clarifier has a flat bottom, 
18 hung to a feparate fire, with a feparate 
chimney, to which belongs an iron Aider, 
which being (hut, the fir? is fuppreffed. All 
cane juice is liable to rapid fermentation. 
As foon, therefore, as the clarifier is filled, 
the fire is lighted, and the temper (white^ 
lime of Briftol) is ftirred into it. The alkali 
of the lime having neuti^alized its fupera- 

bundant acid, a part of it becomes the bafis 

of 



( xcv ) 

tjf the fugar. An half pint of Briftol lime, 
dilTolved in hot water, is commonly fuffi- 
cient for an hundred gallons of liquor. The 
clarifier ought to be heated till the fcuai 
begins to rife into blifters, but not to adual 
ebullition. At this moment the damper is 
to be applied, and the iire extingui(hed« 
The warm liquor remaining a while undis- 
turbed, the feculences attracting, entangle 
each other and rife in a fcum. This fcum 
iinks unbroken, and is left when the liquor 
is drawn off into the evaporating or grand 
copper. In this grand copper it is to boil, 
the additional fcum being now taken off as 
it rifes, till by fkimming and evaporation, 
the quantity is contiderably reduced, and 
becomes more vifcid. It is then ladled into 
another copper, and undergoes further ebuX 
lition and fkimming. If it be not now 
tranfparent, or if it thicken too faft, a little 
more lime-water is to be fuperadded. After 

a certain time, when the liquor is reduced 
fufikiently, .fo as to be contained in the 

third fmaller copper, it is ladled into that, 

axui fo on to the laft, called the teache, fo 

named probably from the prad:ice, at this 

ftage of the procefs, of trying the confiftency 
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of the boiled juice by the touch. In the 
teache the ftfbjed is finally boiled^ till on 
trial of its fitnefs for granulation, it may be 
removed from the fire. This part of the 
bufinefs is called Jiricking ; that is, ladling 
the thickened fyrup like liquor into the 
cooler. The cooler is a fhallow wooden 
▼eflel, about eleven inches deep, feven feet 
in length, and from five to fix feet wide. 
A cooler of this fize holds an hog{head of 
iiigan Here, as it cools, it runs into a 
coarfe, irregular mafs of imperfedl chryftals, 
feparating itfelf from the melafles. From 
the cooler in the boiling-houfe, the mafs fo 
granulated is conveyed to an hogfliead in 
the curing-houfe. This is a large airy 
building, provided with a ciftern. Over 
the ciftern lies a frame of joift-work. 
Empty unheaded hogflieads (land ranged on 
the joifts. In the bottom of each hogfhead 
eight or ten holes are bored. Through each 
hole is thruft the ftalk of a plantain leaf, 
extending from the top of the hogfhead to 
about fix inches below the joifl:. Into one 
of thefe hogfheads, fo placed, the mafs from 
the cooler is put, which is called potting. 
The melafTes draining into the ciftern by 

thofe 
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t¥ofe fpungy ftalks, the fugar in about 
three weeks bccotfies dry and fair. It is 
then faid to be cured, and the procefs is 
finifhed. Of this precious commodity, 
when feafons are favourable, about one 
hundred and forty thoufand hogflxeads are 
annually fhipped to Great Britain from 
l.amaica. * 
• 

The bounty of the cane ends not here ; 
the very dregs and feculencies of this inva- 
luable plant, yield one of the pureft, moft 
fragrant, and falutary fpirits in the world. 
To enter minutely into the mode of making 
Rum would be unnecelTary, the bufinefs of 
diftillation being fo well known in Europe, 
and a brief account of the component ma- 
terials and peculiarity of procefs will be 
fufficient. To work the .ftills and worms^ 
it is neceflary to have a ciftern for dunder*, 
another for fcummings, and a number of 
fermenting vats or cifterns, each equal to 
the contents of the largeft ftill. In Jamaica, 
Qifterns are made of plank, fixed in clay ; 

* The UcSf or feculencies of former diilillatlonsy which 
have a moft offeniive fmell* 

. Vol. I. g and 
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and are univer/ally preferred to yaU^ Of 
moveable veiTeis^ for the purpofe of £3r-- 
menting. In the Britifh diftilleries, thefo 
fermenting ciftern8 are unknown. They 
are not fo eafily alFeded by the changes of 
the weather, nor fo liable to leak as Tats^ 
and they laft much longer. The ingre- 
dients ufed for procuring rum, confift of 
melafTes ; fcummings of the hot cane-juice 
from the boiling-houfe, or fometimes raw 
cane*liquor, from canes exprefled for the 
purpofe ; lees, or dunder j and water. The 
ufe of dunder is to produce fermentation, 
Thefe ingredients being well mixed in the 
fermenting cifterns, and pretty cool, the 
fermentation rifes in the courfe of twenty- 
four hours to a proper height for a charge 
of melafles^ when three gallons for every 
hundred of the fermenting liquor is added 
to it, and a fecond limilar charge is given 
in a day or two after, when the liquor is in 
a high ftate of fermentation. When it 
grows fine, and throws up a few clear beads^^ 
ev air-globules, it is fit for dtftillation, and 
conveyed into the largeft ftill, where it is 
made to boil. In about two hours after, 
the vapour, or fpirit, forces its way through 

the 
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tbe wonii) io a ftraun as d^ar as ciyftal, 
and it is fuiFeted to rua till it is oo longer 
iii&ttnniablc« The fpirit thus obtained) is 
called hw-^0ies^ and to make it rum of the 
Jaqiaiea proof, it m\}ft imdetgo a fecond 
diftiUation« The proportion of rum to the 
C)K)pof fygar, b commonly eftimated ia 
Jamitica as tliree to four ; but this is faid to 
he too great an allowance on a general 
eftimaCe, and that two hundred gallons of 
rum to three hogflieads of fngar, or two- 
thirds rum to the crop of fugar, is nearer 
the truth* 

Another vegetable produdion, a native 
of the eaft, and an objed of commerce, that 
fiouriihes in Jamw:a, is cofi&e. Ck>&e- 
plants may be fet out at all feafons of the 
year,, even in the drye(h They will thrive 
in any fituation, provided It be fcreened 
from the north winds, which deflroy it9 
blofTom. The heft and higbeft flavoured 
fruit is the growth of a warm gravdly 
mold, or fandy loam, fucfa as forms tbM; 
flope of the dry red hills of JamaidU The 
berry is fown, or the planu He fet out, 
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about eight feet diftaiit from each other on 
all fides. Plants are preferred. Theyarfefe- 
leded when about two feet in height. B^ing 
cut oflF ten inches above the furface of the 
ground, and care is taken to dig up^ the i^obt 
entire. The holes in which they are placed 

•muft be of fufficient depth to receive the 
lower part of ihe flem about two inches 
under the furface of the. ground. In the 
third year when the ftem obtains the growth 
of five or fix feet, the trees are topped. A 
fingle ftem of this growth often aJBbrds 
forty-two bearing branches. The pruning 
required annually, leaves only thofe fertile 
branches. The average of produce per 
acre, after the fourth year, is. about 750 
pounds weight of merchantable coiFee. 
The quality of coffee depends on the foil, 
climate, mode of curing, and age. Coffee 
has been produced from Weft India plants, 
iti Engliih hot-houfes, ' equal in all refpe^ 
to the beft coffee berries of Mocha. But 

•the Arabian method of curing, by expofing 

,the ripe fruit with the pulp on to the fun, 
till dry, .and then prefling it under a heavy 

^ilonje, roller, and -afterwards winnowing it 

. i from 
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from impurities, is infinitely beft adapted 
for prcferving the genuine flavour of the 
berry. 

In Jamaica, as foon as the berries ac« 
quire a black red colour, they are judged to 
be fufficiently ripe for picking. They are 
gathered into canvas bags from the trees at 
three different ftages of ripenefs. One 
hundred bufiiels in the pulp, give one thou- 
fknd weight of dried coffee. There are two 
methods of drying it: ift, to fpread the 
frefh coffee in the fun, on a Hoping platform 
of boards, about five inches deep, with the 
pulp on the berry, which ferments and dii^ 
charges itfelf. The hufks are afterwards 
feparated by a mill, or by peftles in a 
wooden mortar. 2dly, To remove the pulp 
from the berry immediately as it comes 
from the tree, by pafHug it through a mill* 
The latter is the mofl e^^peditious mode, 
but the former gives the beft flavoured 
coffee. After the pulp is removed, a mem-> 
brane that envelopes the bean, is alfo fepa* 
rated by grinding. 
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A third comlnercial object of agriculture 
in Jamaica, is the cotton, that beautiful 
vegetable wool, the growth of a fhrub that 
fprings fpontaneoufly in all the tropical re- 
gions of Afia, Africa, and America ; and 
affords the raw material from which the 

greater part of mankind are clad. Of the 
Tarieties of this flirub or tree, the moft pro* 
fitable forts are the green-feed, the French, 
and the Btazilian. The plant is raifed from 
the feed, which is fown from May to Sep* 
tfemben It delights in new ground : and 
drynefa of both foil and atmofphere is eSen^ 
tial to its profperity. It is planted in rows, 
leaving a fpace of fix or eight feet between 
each ; the holes in each row being about 
four feet afunder. The fprouts appear in a 
fortnight ; fome of thofe which the gruba 
have fpared, are then removed. At the 
end of four months the ftem is topped, and 
the branches are pruned. In five months 
its beautiful yellow bloflbm unfolds. From 
the feventh to the tenth month, the pods 
Ai<;ce(nvely ripen ; and finally burfl: into 
three partitions, difplaying their white 
^Qwn 4t maturity. It )s now gathered, but 
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Ihe feeds being enveloped in it, are extri- 
cated by a machine called th« gin. Finally^ 
the wool is hand-picked, and packed into 
bags that contain about two hundred weight* 
We (hall conclude this part of our defign, 
with a brief notice of two aromatic trees 
that adorn or enrich the ifland. Plants of 
the genuine cinnamon, taken in a veffel 
bound to Europe from the Ifle of France, 
were prefented to the government of Ja- 
maica by Lord Rodney in 1782. By flips 
from thofe plants, many thoufand trees of 
it have been cultivated that now profpen 
This exotic of Ceylon grows to the height 
of twenty or thirty feet. It does not per- 
fed its abundant feeds till the fixth or the 
feventh year after planting. But the nume- 
rous {hoots of its luxuriant fide branches, 
afford a multitude of flips for propagation. 
The tree is clad with a full foliage quite 
to the bottom of its tqink. When the 
branches have grown to about one inch 
in diameter, they are in prime for decor- 
tation. Th^ inner bark of thefe being 
then carefully detached, and flowly dryed 
in the fliade, poflefles the genuine cinna^ 
mon aroma in perfedion. The piemento- 
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tree, or allfpice grows fpontaneoufly 5ft 
Jamaica* Its berry is a valuable produce 
tion ; uniting the flavour, and combining 
the properties of many eaftern fpices. Thia 
elegant child of nature, mocks the attempts 
of art to extend or improve its growth. 
Ihftead, therefore, of trying to propagate 
the pimento from fetting out the platits, or 
diffeminating the berries, a better method 
has been adopted. A piece of woodland in 
the vicinity of an exifting piemento-walk^ 
where birds ihelter, and trees have fallen 
and perifh, is appropriated for rearing z^ 
frcfli grove. In the courfe of a year fubfcr 
quent to the firfl feafon, multitudes of young 
plants ijpring yigoroufly in ?ill parts of the 
land, produced from ripe berries fcattered 
by the birds. The piemento rifes to the 
height of twenty feet, its ftem i$ a grey 
colour, clean, frnooth, and glpfly. Its full 
limbs ramifying on ^11 fides, are covered 
with a deep green foliage, nqt diffimilar to 
that of the bay tree. This verdure in July 
and Auguft, is relieved by an exuberance 
of bloflbms beautifully white. The berries 
foon afterwards become fit for g?ithering, 
T^hey are feldom fuffered to ripen, on ac- 
count 
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oount of the glutinous pulp that thickens 
en them when they are at maturity. The 
fruit is gathered by hand ; expofed to the 
fun on a terrace ; and its green hue being 
gradually converted into a reddifh j^brown ; 
it is then, if quite dry, fir for market. 

ft 

Thus clofes our catalogue of a few of the 
produdions of this valuable ifland. So va- 
luable indeed, that the following eftimate 
has been formed, and received as authen- 
tic. The landed and perfonal 'property, 
worth 25,000,000/: two hundred and fifty 
thoufand negroes, at 50/. fterling each, 
12,500,000/: the houfes and property in 
the towns, with the veflels employed in the 
trade, 400, containing fomewhat lefs than 
100,000 tons, navigated by more than 9000 
feamen, valued at 1,500,000/. more. Total 
value of Jamaica confidered, as Britiih pro- 
perty, thirty-nine millions of pounds fterling. 
Having thus comprefled an account of the 
productions and fuppofed value of this ifland, 
we fliall conclude our fketch by fome notice 
of the people who inhabit itj beginning with 
the negro labourers. The number of flaves 
\n Jamaica is computed from authentic do- 
cuments, 
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Cuments^ to be at leaft two hundred and 
fifty thoufandy excluiiye of the Maroons. 
It is painful to an individual, unfriendly to 
flavery in any fhape or under any modifi- 
cation, to recoiled that flavery, in a very 
abjedt degree, has exifted among nations 
the moft free and civilized, as well as def- 
potic and barbarous, in all ages of the world. 
< But efpecially in the warm climates* It is 
' a misfortune that punifhes man : it is a 
political difeafe, that for purpoies to us in« 
fcrutable, has been permitted to continue^ 
and taint inveterately the conftitution of 
human fociety. No revolutionary noftrums 
recommended by ftat^ empirics will eradi« 
cate it. Millions of the human race muft 
by education be prepared for a new and 
found condition before an effedual remedy 
can be fafely adminiftered* But in Jamaica, 
the evil of fervitude to whatever height it 
may formerly have arifen, is now affuaged 
by inftitute, and tamed by manners. The 
general treatment of the negroes in this 
iflandj is temperate and humane. Recent 
regulations, enforced by law, reftrain the 
defpotifm of the mafter, and to a very falu- 
tary degree protedl the flave. Improving 

humanity 



Bumanity imperceptiMy, but daily fupplie« 
an influence by which their condition is 
ameliorating. The negroes on a fugar 
plantation are for purpofes of dally labour, 
divided into three clafles* The firft is com- 
pofed of the moft robuft of both fexes. 
Their chief employment confifts in pre- 
paring and planting the foil, cutting the 
canes, feeding the mill, and aiding in the 
manufacture of the fugar and rum. The 
fccond clafs is compofed of young boys and 
giris, pregnant women, and convalefcents. 
Thefe are feldom employed but in light 
labour adapted to their youth and condi« 
tion* The third clafs confifts of young 
children, governed by a careful old woman, 
who employs them in picking grafs, weed- 
ing, or other exercife equally gentle. The 
firft clafs at funrife is fummoned to the field 
by the found of a horn or bell : a white 
overfeer and a black driver fuperintend 
them. The names being called over and 
abfentees noted, their work commences, 
and continues till eight or nine o*clock» 
Then at leaft half an hour is allotted for 
breakfaft time. This meal generally con«- 
fifts of boiled or rpafted yams, or other 

vegetables 
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vegetables feafoned with fait and cayenne 
pepper. Refuming their work^ they con- 
tinue in the field till noon ; when an inter- 
val of two hours is allowed for repofe and 
refrefhment. The addition of falted fifh 
to their vegetable mefles, commonly fur- 
nilhes theit* dinner. At two o'clock they 
leturn again to the field and work till 
funfet. In conclufion, they have probably 
been employed about ten hours in the day ; 
during which^ the moft diligent of them has 
not executed more than one-third of the 
common daily toil of an Englifh farmer's 
Ijbbourer. Every proprietor is compelled 
by law, to cultivate in ground provifions 
(of courfe indeftrudible by hurricanes) one 
acre for every ten negroes; befides the 
allotment of negro territory. To culti- 
vate this allotment, one day in qvery fort- 
night belongs to the flaves, c^clufive of 
Sundays and holidays* Thus they raife 
vegetables, poultry, pigs, or gpats, which, 
they confume, beftow, or fell. While feme 
raife provifions, others fabricate coarfe 
chairs, baskets, or common tables. Thefe 
are bartered at market for falted meat, or 
pickled fifli, utgn^ls^ or gaudy dreffes ; of 
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D^hich they are fond. Their right of pro^* 
perty in what they thus acquire, is never 
queftioned ; but feems completely efta* 
blifhed by cuftom. The cottages of the 
negroes* on a plantation, are ufually con* 
ftruAed on rifxng ground near a fupply of 
pure waten The group refembles an ham- 
let. Tropical trees which many of them 
fdant about their habitations, (helter it, and 
<liverrify its appearance. In ftru<3:ure and 
comfort, thefe cottages certainly furpais the 
cabins of the Irifii peafants. A iingle col-- 

tage for a man and his wife is about twenty 
feet in length, divided into two apartments* 
It h compofed of hard pofls driven into the 
'ground, interlaced with wattles, and plai£- 
tered. The floor is commonly of dry native 
earth. The roof is fo well thatched with 
palm or cocQa leaves, as to be impervious 
both to fun and rain. Their cookery is 
conducted in the open air. They generally 
kindle a fire within doors at night ; with- 
out which negroes cannot ileep comfortably. 
The negroes of Jamaica receive an annual 
' allowance of Oznaburg linen^ woollen baize, 
checks; and at other times, knives, needles, 
thread, &c. But the moft liberal allowance 

of 
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f>f the proprietors is made for medical znd 
furgical alUftance, and accommodation for 
ibeir ilavee when fick. Every plaatation is 
4>rovided with a commodious building 
divided for an hofpitah The iiek ate dailj 
vifited by profeffional gentlemen, of icience 
and (kill, who are well paid for conftamt 
attention ; and in extraordinary cafes, the 
ufual comforts of the European diet, fnch 
»» wme, gruel, &Ct are fuperadded : fo that 
the ficuation of the Tick and the fcged^ for 
whom perpetual provifioo ia made^ com^ 
monly makes them fome amendi9 fox the 
fervitude they have undergone. The ufual 
labour of the old men ia confined to watch- 
ing the provifion grounds ; and that of the 
old women to nurling thofe that are (ick, and 
attending young children. Another iburce 
of folace for the fuperannuated^ is found in 
the uni vetfal veneration with which old age 
i$ treated by the African race* Accufed, as 
they juftly may be, of brutality to cattle, 
which they are prone to maltreat ; to their 
'^ged pe<^le they are benevolent and refpeOf- 
fuL Ta ^aco^ and ma ^a/befia^ (my father 
and my mother,} are terms that denote 
fiUal reverence and fondnefs. In thefe terms 

the 
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tkft old negroes are ever aocofted by tho 
whole body of the younger ; who muft be 
in great dtibreis themfelves, if they bfil t a 
adminifter to their wants, and min^^e fuc^ 
cour and comfort with affe&ion ami vene- 
ration, for the aged« 

The general dlfiufion aod warmth of thU 
dutiful fentiment, is the moTQ remarkable in 
a people attached to the fy ftem of polygway^ 
This appropriation of women which univer-^ 
folly prevails in Africa, is alfo very generally, 
adopted in the Weft Indies. In Jamaica 
alone it is computed, that ten thp^fand of 
thofe leading flaves called head negroes^ 
that is, drivers, coopers, carpenters, ^f 
poffefs from two to four wives. This pracr 
tice, (b pernicious in many points of view, 
has contributed to create fuch a difpropoiw 
tion in the number of the two fexes, that 
there exifts in Jamaica an excefs of above * 
thirty thoufand male negroes. There ara 
ten thoufand people of colour in Jatnaica* 
Thefe defcendants of negroes by whito 
people, are among the moft*robuft of our 
race ; and their qualities both of body and 
mind, are fuppofed by many impartial indi- 
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tlduals, to be well adapted for exercife and 
improvement in all the tropical regions* 
But they are not entitled to the civil, and 
political rights of a natural born fubjed, 
until removed above three degrees from the 
negro : and although there are diflifidions 
of name, following blood and complexion^ 
fuch as famboes, mulattoes, mefiies, &c# 
the law of Jamaica contemplates the whole 
body as mulattoes. Their legal capacities 
are very imperfedly defined. Their prin- 
cipal incapacities, diflinguifhing them from 
the whites, are thefe: In criminal cafea 
their evidence is inadmiffible againft a 

white. They are inelegible to ferve in pa- 
rochial veftries, or general affemblies. They 
are incapable of ading in any office of 
public truft ; or of holding any commiffion 
in the militia. And when born out of 
wedlock, they cannot take and hold by 
devife, property real or p^rfonal that ex- 
ceeds in value 2000 /. currency. But thefe 
reftrldions are often removed by particular 
ads of the Legiflature In favour of indivH 
duals. The fidelity and loyalty of the 
people of colour is unimpeached. Their 
attachment to the whites, is uniform and 
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fiacfre. Their progreft ia kiiowlei^^ 
being animated hj no encouragement^ ha« 
been flow. But if a juft eftlmate may be 
formed of the capabilities of thb race from 
tafulated examples of mevit Mftong them, 
theur &cukie8 axe worthf tif Jietter culdya* 
tion, and completer developemeat 

• ■ 

Tiatt wUm popUlatioQ of Jaihaica hat 
been opnvfiuMd at about thitty thoufand 
icml^ Of Akit Qomber^ a wf cooTidexable 
portion confifta of natiyfe finropeaiis ; and 
of tho(o bopA on tine iflatid) noinj haV6 
beieu ^4icated in the mother country. 
Vet, ciotwkliftatiding thefe ittigrattona and 
fofdh YefiAMee Ui fturope^ dtvate and mo- 
ral caufes combint^ witii j^olitical ioftiw* 
tions, and the peculiar ftate of fociety in 
the Weil Indies, have created a caft of 
charader that may be diftinguifhed, and is 
fufficiently marked in the native white 
Creoles of Jamaica. Mafters of flaves, they 
are jealous and proud of their owja free- 
dom ; which is to them not merely an 
enjoyment, but a dignity and rank. Hence 
throughout all clalTes of them, there is dif- 
fufed and difplayed an independence of 
Vol. I. h • , ^irit 
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fpirit combined with a certain confciou& 
nefs of equality unknown to the European 
communities. 

Many caufes of national charader are fo 
mixQd as to be almoft infcrutable. It may; 
perhaps, be partly afcribed to the fenfibility 
that a warm climate excites, that Creoles 
are faid to be impatient of fubordination, 
and addi&ed to juridical controverfy« But 
if fome be litigious, others oftentatious, and 
many extravagant, in general it may be 
truly affirmed of them as a race, that they 
are bright, intrepid, frank, and intelligent ; 
.aduated by a high fenfe of honour, emi- 
nent for hofpitality, diftinguiihjed by viya- 
city, and nobly genw ous. 
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*^Ail Manner ^, Slavery aboiybed by the French*'^ 
General WilUam/bny Lieutenant-Governor ofjamaica^ 
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My i)EAR Friend, 

1 HE taik you impofe upon me is not 
more interefting to you than it would be 
agreeable to^ me, could I perfuade myfelf 
that I fliould execute it in a manner that 
Vol. L B would 
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would render it as acceptable to the Public 
as I know your partiality will render it 
to you. I have, however, taken up the pen 
in compliance with your wiflx ; the fubjedt 
is importanc, I will purfue it. through the 
icope you have propofed, and when I 
have performed the tafk, we will confider 
whether it be worthy the" attention of the 
world. Should we decide in the negative, 
it will at all events ferve one pleafing 
purpofe, that of convincing you that I 
was ready to make an attempt even be- 
yond my power, to gratify your defire of 
information* 

All that relates to the Weft Indies, and 
particularly to the ifland of Jamaica, can- 
not but prove interefting to the inha- 
bitants of this kingdom, and muft be pe- 
culiarly fo to you who have fo large a 
itdke in that country. The fituation of 
Jamaica at the breaking out of the French 
Revolution, its agriculture, commerce, po- 
puhtion, force, and the ftatc of flavery ai 
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that period ; a hiftoty of the Marocms from 
their origin to. the expulfion of the greateft 
part of them, their baftifhment to Nov^ 
Scotia, and fubfequent removal to the coaft 
of Africa ; the fituation of Jamaica at the 
conclufion of the war between Great Bri-- 
tain and France, and the confideration of 
a plan for the future protedion, fecurityt 
andprofperity of the ifland, are the fttb-» 
je£l6 for our confideration. 

I will not at prefeat detain you with 
comments on the Revolution in France: 
little remains to be obferved on the hor- 
rors it has fpread over the world; in no 
quarter of which has it been more deftruc<* 
tive than in the Weft Indies. At the time 
of its commencement, Jamaica, after having 
been devaftated for a fucceffion of years by 
hurricanes, thofe fcourges of the Ame* 
rican Archipelago, was enjoying tranquil^ 
lity and a degree of profperity it had never 
before attained. Abundant crops and great 
demands in Europe forWeft-Indian produce^ 
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cauied die ifland to floorifh, enriching 
the Planter and the Merchant. Erery thing 
was favouraUe to the country. Great kii!* 
{arovemente had been made in erery point., 
la i^ikulture theplough was introduced^nd^ 
in fitnations where it could be ufed, faved 
fftuoh of the labour required for the ufiial 
mode of turning the ground to receiTe the 
cone-jmats, whtch^ as you have i^een, is 
digging by hand with the hoe. The prac«- 
tice of manuring was more attended to than 
formerly^ when the only attempt of reco- 
leering the fcil was to fiifier it to lie fallow; 
by which the fineft lands in the world were 
esJiaufted^ and old eilates of the higheft 
value gradually ruined. Keen and fagacious 
banters forefaw in time the deftro^ion 
that awaited them^ and difppfed of their 
pr<^rty at a feeming undervalue : in the 
purchafe of new lands diey amaflfed incre* 
dibk fortunes^ leaving the inexpert to en- 
joy their amlntion in the name of an old 
eftate; and to beggar their families, if they 
outlived thor own ruin. 

iz Th« 
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The making of fugar and rum bad been 
fcientifically iludied for years, and had al« 
moft attained the point of perfedion. For 
the improvement of the former, greit re- 
wards had been offered and given. 

The cultivation of cotton had greatly 
increafed, men of ixnall capitals finding 
their advantage in it ; whereas they muft 
have been ruined, had their ambition led 
them to the cultivation of the cane, which 
requires a laige capital. 

Indigo was formerly a ftaple of Jamaica, 

but the fuccefiive failures of the fpeculators 
caufed the culture of it to be entirely 
abandoned ; at lead fo much, as no longer 
to deferve the name of ftaple. Coffee had 
nearly undergone a fimilar fate, by the 
heavy duties upon it j but the Britiih Go- 
vernment having reduced thofe a ihilling in 
the pound, a rapid change in its favour 
took place ; and it now became a confiderr* 
able commodity among the returns froqpt 

B 3 Jamaca 
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Jamaica to Great Britain, notwith (landing 
the avowed fuperiority of the Mocha- 
coffee. The cocoa, from which chocolate 
is made, has not been-^fo fortuqat^t It was 
once cultiya.ted to a confiderable extent-; 
but the planters, opprefTed by the weight 
of' taxation, gradually i>egle£ted it, f^nd it 
finally fhared the fjitc of the indigo. There 
aro two other commodities, which form 

articles of the native exports of Jamaica ; 
ginger ^nd pimento or allfpice : but to no 
great extent, and the latter^bjpgan to decreafp 
long before the period of which { am treating. 
Jt has, however, been the rife of many a 
xnan, whofe fpn or grandfon is willing that 
Sabean odour^ and a fpicy (hore (hould fink 
into oblivion under the luxurious ftream^ 
of the more dignifying Arundo Saccba^r 
fera ; and to forge?: that, 

Chear'd with the grateful fmell, old Ocean (inird. 

I, will enable you to judge of the extent 
of the Jamaica-Trade at th6 commencc'- 
ment of the French Revolution, by laying 
before you an account of- the (hipping and 

fcamea 
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feamen e^nployed in it, with the nature 
and quantity of its exports and imports, 
a little previous to that period. The ftate- 
ment exclufive of coafting floops, wherries, 
&c. is as follows : 



For Great Britain . , - 
Ireland 


Number of 
Vejeh. 
242 

ID 


Tonnage. 
63^47 1 

1>23I 


Men. 

7i74« 
9» 


American States 

Britifh American Colonies 


• 133 

66 


13.041 
<5,i33 


893 
449 


Foreign Weft Indies 
Africa - . . - 


22 

I 


»>903 
109 


155 

8 



474 85,888 9,344 

But many of the vefTels for America and 
the foreign Weft-Indies making two or 
more voyages in the year, a third is ufually 
deducted in computing the real number of 
veflels, their f onnage and men ; which, on 
the above ffatement, will leave the total 
400 veffels, 78,862 tons, 8,845 °^^^- 

The Exports of Jamaica between the 
5th of January 1787 and the 5th of Ja^ 
nuary 1788, with the value at the time in 
Sterling money, are as follows*: 

* Thefe ft^temcnts are on th^ authonty of the books of 
thp Infpedor-G^eral. — I have tfik^n them from Edwards* 
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The Imports into Jamaica, for the fame 
period, were as follows : 

From Great firitam dirt€t, accohUng to a return of the 

Infpedor-Ocneralffl for 1787. 

L* 8. d« L* •• d* 

Britifli MamiSidures 686,657 2 3 

Foreign Merchandize 729)57 3 i 

— : 758>93» 5 4 

From Ireland^ allowing a moiety of the 

whole iihport to the Britiih Weft-Indies, 

confifting of maiiufa6lur68 and folid pro- 

vifionsy to the amount of L. 350,000 1 75^000 o O 
From Africa^ 5>345 negroes at L.40 

fterling each, being wholly a Britiih 

trade carried on in (hips from England 2x31800 o o 
From the Britifli colonies in America, in- 
cluding about 20,000 quintals of falted 

cod from Newfoundland 3O1OOO o o 

From the United States^ India^oomi wheat- « 

flour, nee, lumber, ftaves, &t. imported 

in Britiih (hips .... 90,000 Q ^ 
From Madeira and Tenerifle in Ihips tra* 

ding circuitoufly from Great Britain, 500 

pipes of wine (excluiive of wines for re- 
exportation) at L. 30 fterling the pipe 15,000 O 6 
From the foreign Weft-Indies under the 

free 'port law, &c. calculated on an ave^ 

rage of three years ... i5o,oo«' o o 



^^-mm-^/^m^a-'mmm^mmmtimm^ 



Total L. 1,432,732 5 4. 

The population of Jamaica, in the end of 

the year 1788, was computed to be 291400; 

of 
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of which 36,000 were whites, 1 0,000 free 
negroes and people of colour, 1400 Ma- 
roons, and .250,000 Haves. The militia 
confifted of about 7 or 8 thoufand efFedivc 
men; and there were in the ifland about 
aooo regular troops. •• 

Thus have I given you a brief, but ac^ 
curate, fketch of the flate of Jamaica; rela« 
tive to its cultivation, commerce, population, 
and force, at the beginning of the Fren<jh 
Revolution. For particular information 
refpedling the previous ftate of the country 

on thefe fubjedis, I refer you to the biftory 
of the ifland, which accompanies thefe let- 
ters; and fhall at prefent turn your attention 
to the fubjeft of flavery, and the condition 
pf the negroes at the time we are ipeaking 
of. The education of the Planters' chil- 
dren had for many years been attended to 
as carefully as that of the heft families in 
England, of which the confequence was a 
change of manners ; and the old . Creole 
habits were fqccepded. by European clerr 

gancc 
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gance and refinement. Another confe-i 
quence, of much greater importance, was 
the improvement in the condition of the 
negroes. Men, taught to know them- 
felves men, became alive to the feelings 
of humanity ; many polTeflbrs of (laves 
gave example to others of kindly treat- 
ing the negroes, fludied their health, and 
xromfort, and fet their faces againft ads of 
cruelty : fo that in faft a moral amend- 
ment in the Hate of the negroes h^d begun 
to take place, previous to the examination 
of thefiibjed of the flave-trade in parlia* 
ment. It did not proceed rapidly indeed^ 
for the mind does not alter rapidly. The 
modes of treatment long in ufe, the light 
in which flaves had been confidered, folely 
^s one of the chief means of amaffing 
wealth, the difpofition of thofe to whom 
jtheir mafters or the law configned the 
management of them, were heavy clogs 
to the melioration of their lot. Ac length 
the fubjed of the. flave-trade was taken up 
in the.Houfe of Commons. Among the 

mifchievous 
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: mifchieTOils eSedis of the new philofophy 

I ci the enlightened i8th century^ an age 

which^ compared to the preceding, might 

be called barren in men of genius, an un« 

projeded, unfoi^efeen, collateral good re- 

fttlted in the Britifh Weft-Indies. The 
gradual effect of humanity was accelerated 
by a fpur, that has never failed to ftimulate 
mankind* Self-intereft, which had urged 
individuals to confider and ^^ difcover the 
^ loweft degree of fubfiftence, and the 
♦* higheft degree of labour conflftent with 
** the prefervation of life/* now fuggefted 
to the community in the colony, that 
k was abfolutely neceflary to take a frefh 
view of flavery, to reftrain the defpotifni 
of unlimited power, and to reconcile the 
' advantages of the Planter with the com- 
I fort, the happinefs of the flave. In the 
Inquiry propofed to the BritiOi parliament, 
refpeding the nature and ftate of the flave- 
trade, with a view to the abolition of it; 
the inveftigation was not reftrained to the 

African 
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commerce, but embraced the whole 
fubjed of llavery ; and, if general ernan* 
{:ipation was not aimed at^ it was at leaft 
taken deeply into confideration. The cruel* 
ties, on the coaft of Africa gave waj to 
the cruelties in the Weft-Indies. The 
Planters were charged with every thing 

horrible. They began to reflefl, and to 
afk themfelves if they were really fuch 

« 

monfters, as they were reprefented by 

« 

the writers and orators of Great Britain. 
All who had received a liberal educa« 
tion, were acquitted by their confcience; 
l|iey were incapable of barbarity, but the^ 
perceived that the charges were not 
unfounded. In repeiufing the laws of 
the ifland they difcovered that thefe were 
inadequate to the protedion of the negroes 

agsdnft mercilefs mafters and managers; 
and they were fenfible that many of the 
abominable adions, imputed to the in- 
habitants of the colonies, had been com<- 
mitted by men who were a difgrace to na- 
ture* Since that time, not only a general 

reproba- 
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reprobation of cruelty hks been the language 
of the Weft-Indian, but a law was pafled in 
Jamaica in an early part of the French 
Revolution, by which the former laws re- 
lative to flavery were repealed, and a code, 
confolidating the milder regulations of the 
old fyftem, with additional improvements, 
eftabliihed *. 

By this law, among other humane regula* 
tions re-enafted from the adk of 1788, the 
juftices and veftry of each parifh are confti- 
tuted a council of proteBicn^ to enquire into 
barbarities, and bring the authors to pu- 
nifhment at the public expence : and the * 
furgeon of every plantation is required to 
deliver on oath to the juftices and veftry, an 
account of the decreafe and increafe of the 
flaves of fuch plantation; affigning, to the beft 
of his judgment, the caufes of any decreafe. 

As theconfolidated a6l remains the code 
noir of Jamaica to the prefent time, I now 

* See Appendixy No. 1. 

drop 
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drop the fubjefl: of flaverjr in order to 
refume It, when I come to confider the 
aftual ftitc' of the colony. 

The affairs of St. Domingo, impelled 
by the political torrent of the affairs of 
the mother- country, affumed the moft 
difaftrous and terrifying complexion* The 
hiftory of that devoted ifland has been given 
to the public with elegance, perfpicuity, 
and I believe fidelity, by Edwards. I (hall 
touch therefore on that part only which is 
immediately conrie(3:ed with my fubjefl:. 

In St. Domingo, as in old France, the 
horrors that rofe to view in every quarter 
of the, country, caufed an immeiife emigra- 
tion. Many thoufands of the inhabitants fled 
for refuge, to various parts of the continent 
of America; many fought an afylum in Ja- 
maica, and a number of the principal planters 
went to England. So early as in the end 
of the year 1 79 1 , application had been made 
by many of thefe Planters, to the Britifli 

1 1 Govern- 
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Ooverament) to fead an armament and taka 
pofleflion of St. Domingo ; but the Miniftry, 
(fautioufly watching the courfe of the Re^ 
volution, and anxious to preferve our 
country from every involvement in it, paid 
no attention to the application. The time, 
however, foon came when the National 
AfTembly of France, withdrawing the mafk 
of moderation, avowed their enmity againft 
all the regular Governments; and obferviqg 
in the Britifh Mlniftry an inflexible deter- 
mination of fupporting the conftitution of 
Great Britain, an\l of oppofmg fuch inno- 
vations in the general fyftem of Europe as 
tended to alter her fituation in the fcale of 
political influence, declared war againft this 
country. 

i 

And here, my dear Friend, fufFer me to 
pay a tribute of gratitude and admiration, 
however flight it may be from my pen, to the 
confummate' fliatefman, whofe wifdom and 
forcfight, whofe prudence and perfeverance, 
whofe talents and firmnefs, whofe energy 

and 



xa^yc&y of ist ibvere^gQ, the dignity and 
ffint p{ a j^otlmnan^ the Ihdependencci 

aod happioi^fs dt a peQple. The brilliancy 
cf fuch a charad^r cannot be eclipfed hf 

^ tutbule^ce of , p^y-fophifity, and the 

fefineotiiig, crudities of mobf leaders. Who 

«b£bryes any ofefcupityin-this tttoiit of mer- 

airy a^rofs the (ua? Nay» although th(^ 

S^oriou9 orb of heat ^nd light if at times 

darkened by «n inferior interpofer^ the 

cpsiqac bc)dy foon palles away and leaves 

ks fplendor undiminiihed. I 41m one of 

the multitude who fee in the war which 

JAr. Pi^t encountered, and in the wife pre- 

bautlons of hi$ adminiftration) the means 

by which the evils that threatened cfuat 

touatry were averted. Anarchy, maiTacret 

tidobtioit, a confufed dominion of popular 

^C^IgogQes ending in the defpotifm of an 

artful chieftain, are the tremendous calami* 

ties from which the immortal fon of the 

immortal CSiatham refcued us, when the 

demons of deftru£tion had ahready extended 

Vol. L <3 their 
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thtit talbns and were darting them towards 

i 

\i8. And can we be too grateful? I, my friend, 

s 

can have no (hare in raifing a ftatue to Mr. 
Pitt, but I eagerly feize this opportunity 
of publicly proclaiming thofe fentitaients of 
efteem and admiration, which in private I 
have for many years teftified, and which I 
believe t participate with the generality of 
the nation : fentiments that could hot fall 
to warm the breaft of every Briton, Werd 
they not ignobly fmothered by the counter* 
effufions of jealoufy, perfonal difappoint* 
ment, and party fpirit. How pure the 
praife of our public benefador flows frbni 
my pen you will judge, when I tell yo^ 
that, individualty, I have long confidered 
Mn Pitt as the immediate, though blamelefs> 
xraufe of one of the greateft calamities of 
my fife, and that, except in the inftance I 
allude to, I believe he never heard mt 



named. 
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On the declaration of war overtures v^f ere 
again made by the Planters of St. Domingo 

to 
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to'the'iBritifli Mimftry, who were nov^ not 
qnvlUibg to Ufteft to them, aod M* Char-* 
B^ly, one of the Planters, obtvned di£> 
p^hes to General Wiliiamfon, the Lieute- 
n^nt-Goyemor and Commander in Chief of 
Jamaifa, a.titho)izing him to addpt fucl^ 
meafttres^^ as in his difcretion he might 
Jto^FroWrt%.<lbe putpofe of t^jing pof- 
fcsflton oS:thfd^,f0m pf St* Dcrqiingp that 
jffTt 4i%^e<tjtQ^ ftttrender to bis maj^y's 
iuans i Biid to 4ecach ia fufficient force from 
the^ troops under his cbmniaiidi (& replace 
whkh, aa well as to aid the operations in 
<Sc.Dbmii^o, fpeedjr and cffeffaial reiiiforco* 
sients from l^og^d were pr<Mbifed» More 
4lian half of cth^ fotoe* id Janlaica Waft 4i£- 

patc&ed to StrPominga 

J . . • .. 

' There tfe two clue^ pdints In which thU 
4£bftr9us expedicibn bears & Connexion 
wkh Jamaica. In thie'firQ; place, it drained 
the ifland of the troops that were to proted: 
'^i n&abitants } and it .ga^e birth to the 
Stench .prodamatidh aboUAing all nunner 
i .'. / C a pi 
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tif llaveiy. rlc was im^oflSble finr the in^ 
kabitinU'td ooat«sapktd dtt dreafd^l tvtau 
pafling in Ah Ifl^ti iditidii wkhki fights 
v^ithtMtt^renfUing ferlliek'own^fife and 
*hey watched wMi iKnVttr the progrefe of 
doGritJcij fti6 objefts ibf vtfWtJh were toliiiu 
veirt all HhefciMtm gbviMiritents, ahdt6 pttt 
an end to ■^'c<^id£$tliFftefiec affile Well^ 
ki£e^ ' ^7k6 > ebtoti^ 'ii9aiid>i«d -thus ki «& 

Aakder of iltt ^MtbiiiilftMfiaii Of GKuend 
Wi)l$ttidbni wlio» in fhe «tut of tb«')astt 
«i794, <v»»9 -a|)|)oitified GcMniefuQeiiibfl 
end Gomdnniaet ib CMef <^4tiir imgdfy!^ 
fMtdeKfifihi 'in ^^Sh; DonmigOy. v^uflicir Is 
«epali«il Asad iidpk vpaa him che ^^Tn^ 
ment in the month of Ma^ i 79^ Mog 
fucceeded in that of Jamaica by Alexander 
Sari Bdcwniet^ Inrho Ji«d vrwfgi Ia the 
iflaitd ia the jnoothiofrApHl.pfecedii^ )in)li 
the oppoftifiDcaqt jof Luntttianfe-Oavcfiiai* - 

Hanriiig ^AoMT tead the prertoiit UftMtjr 
vf Jamadai aod liic dkbtofa in t|iia kltdr 



which brings you to a period in the early 
part of the French Revolution, you are 
fufficiently prepared to enter upon our 
principal fubje€E, «nd T- fiiifll accordingly 
Hi my nest rektA tor yeu. the od^vk of th«^ 
MafOoftft" 
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lifi.^^Juan di Salai. — Qrsgin of the Jif|qr900f.-rr^ 
ClMrendon JhfurreSion.^^The DtpreJations of the Rt» 
^. They ilea Cudjoe their Chief ^Tlsa Maroofu en» 
' cruf/e in Number^rr-Diwfion of the Cottawod Party* 
— ^ Body of them Join CuJ^oe.^-The vfbole. t^arty 
united under bim.^^^Kencuffeei.^^CudJoe Joined by thf 
JUadagafiars.-- The Appellation sf Maroons extended to 
Cudjois Party.'^^Their mode of obtaining Arms and 
Ammunition.rr^enerai interefi ejlahlifhed amtmg ^ 
Maroons of the differ ent Paris of the Ifland^rr^The Go* 
vernment e/fai/i/hes advanced Po/fs.-r^Mu/quito Indianif 
employed.'r^ocipits de/crihed.-^.Maroon mode of War^ 
rr^udjoe changes hit Poftion.-^Encrea/es the Party 
under his brother Accompong.r-^Pr^refs of the War. 
r-^The Government makes formkdahl^ Preparations.^ 
Determines Jirfl to offer Terms of Peacc^-rGuthrie and 
Sadler march to Cudjoe* s Town^i^^Ruffel fent itu^^ 
Prfeription, of CudJoe.^^^Pemce concluded^-'-^'Copy of thf 
Treaty. 

When Jamaica was conquered by the 
Englifli in the year 1655, moft of the 
Spaniih inhabitants retired to the ifland of 
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Cuba ; but the tropps not being fuffici^ntty 
numerous to do more than occupy the prin< 
cipal places on the fouth- fide, many Spa* 



eiaids2jmth.tbeJew. negroes thcy4>oiIefled^. 
continued to inhabit the remote parts of 
the ifland on the north fide. Their chief 
refidence was in the neighbourhood of a 
town called Sevilla Nueva that had rifen to 
fome confeqi)ence| and of which the r^n 
mains are ftill to be feen about half a mile 
from St. Ann's Bay^ in the fields of a planta- 
tion called Seville ; where the ruins of a 
churchy convent, and other buildings are 
plainly traced. In this fituation they k^pc 
up an intercourfe with their countrymen, 
who, on abandoning Jamaica, h^d fixed. 
themfelves on the fouth-fide of Cuba, a dif* 
tance of about twenty-four hours fail. In 
a ihort time thefe were prevailed upon to 
make a defcent on the ifland, with the hope 
of regaining the pofleffion of it ; and ac« 
(:ordingly Don A^noldo de Safi, the old 
governor, with five hundred of the former 
inhabitants, and a thoufand troops from 

C 4 old 



eld 9piAB^ Uhde^ 4t Rio Nber^ to thcj 
eafl: of Seviiley and boitt a fbitr The ar-^ 
tempt hovrever ina^ tendereii ^borti^re by 
tbe. vigorous meafixrcsr purfiled by Cc>^ 
fend Doyk^y the Bng^t^ Gofercior, who^ 
with a body of ftv»e bundrdd men^ mat eked 
from tbe fouth fidte, attacked the Spaniards, 
fbraed them, after a waraiconteft, tpabandoq 
tbeir fettlements^ and finally eompeHed all 
p{ them to feek refuge in Culxu 



/ 

J 



It may be ima^ned that at tbdir depart 
tyre many * of the flares, would be difinr 
dined to follow; tike: fiirtunea of theis 
Qiafiersy and ftttl lefa' difpofed to fabmit to 
the cottqiaerora^ iilowft cyvy pafrt of the 
, inland, particularly the tnountains on tbe 
f north- and ea(i fides of it* afibrded them 
iecure retreats. To thefe they fled, and it 
is fuppofed that for fome time they were 
inAigated by their former mafters to com- 
mit hoftilitics again^ the new poflfeflbr^ of 

* Edwards fays the Spaniards had 1500 flaves vho be-f 
pKXK Msiroonsi but this can be only raguc eoDJedure. 

the 
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Att*. c6iratryr ; a iuppofition b^r aa weans 
impnobabk) as the Spaniards^ being £o dofe 
at hand^ and fo well acquainted wkb the 
4aM a>a(U, might purpofely have kept up a 
jcomraunioation. 

% 

IVevious to the £nal embarkation of the 
Spaniards, large bodies of the Spaniih flavea 
had fled to the woods in different parts of 
the ifland ; and a very forihidable nnmber 

had coUedled in the mountains of Clarendon. 

ft 

under a ciiief named Juan de Bolas, whofe 
name is ftill given to the fpot which he 
occupied* The negroes under him were 
fugitives from the Spani(h Planters of the 
fouth (Ide» but, though ad:ing upon the fam<^ 
fyftem of plunder and maffacre as the fugi- 
tives on the north fide, it is doubtful whether 
they ever had any communication with them* 
This body the Governor foon found means 
to conciliate, and they furrendered on aa 
acknowledgment of their freedom, and an 
amnefty for all offences. They could not 
^odeed be well confidered as flaves by the 

con* 
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conquerors; and their Crimea^ t}i9ogb horrid; 
were better regarded as the efieds of a I^ar* 
barous warfare than made the. grounds of 
endlefs hoftUity. At firft they: readily ca*- 
gaged to a<3: againfl: the other ibgitivefr in 
the ifland ; but being defeated, and their 
leader flain, their ardour cooled, and their 
numbers, greatly decreafing, they fought 
quiet and protection in the vicinity of 
towns^ and fettlements ; nor were any of 
them ever known to return to their former 
haunts in the mountains of Clarendon^. 

The reft of the fugitive negroes, now 

defignated by the appellation of Maroons, 
or hog-hunters, continuing for many years 
to wage a defuitory war againft the inha- 
bitants, were confined chieffy to the eaftern 
and northern parts of the ifland : but in 
^ the year 1 690 there was an infurre Aion of 
the flaves in the parifh of Clarendon, who 
found a fecure retreat in the interior of the 
country, where they occafionally recruited 
dieir numbers from among the plantation 

negroes. 
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tf^rbes^nnth whom they kept up a cottrifeMu' 
luCatiQ^ aad from wbofe^ounds they ^eco 
often fgpplkd with provifibhs. By degrees 
|hey became very formidable, i^nd id their 
predatory excurfions greatly diftrelTed tho 
back fettlers^fby plundering (heir houf^s^ 
^ellroying their cattle, aind carrying off their 
Slaves by force^J This: party for xnany 
years ^-etarded the fettlement of thatijde 
of the country, apd obliged the Planters^ 
who had made fopde progrefs in their 
eftates, to li ve in a continual ftate of alarm 
^nd preparation for defeo^fii aqd <o buiI4 
their houfes accordingly. Thefe were fo 
placed as to command the plantation-works^ 
buildings, and negro-houfes, and were fr e^ 
quently cpnftru£jted with flankers and loop^* 
holes, . for the purpofe of firing , upon the 
a{Iailants when they approached fo near. 

This body of Clarendon rebels were uiw 
conne&ed with the_ orig inal fugitives, and 
were not included in the general diftinc^ 
tion of Maroons, who, as I have (aid, cpo- 

tinued 
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daMcd'ki the luxth and edb« of th< 
At firft (heir depredations had bMs 
on in fmall parties, and they wene. 
with killing cattle now and then ; but id 
the courfe of time they habituated thetn« 
felves to fuch exceile» that frequent cotti- 
|>Iaiiit8 were made to the legiffiatore^ who 
at length IHlened ta the reprefentations 
made, and refoTved to reduce the rebels 
by an armed force that flK>uld penetrate 

the recefles of the woods and difcover 
them if poffible. They were in thti outfet 
furprifed by fome parties, difperfed, and 
many of them killed; Previous to this they 
had no general leader or chief ouj^e body, 
but wandered in gangs und^f th(r diredion 
"of different leaders ; but now findlhg that 
the colonifls had determined to fuller them- 
felves to be annoyed no longer by a lawlefs 
band of plunderers, and that parties were 
-fitted out to attack them wherever they 
<ould be found, they concentered their 
force, and eleded a chief, whofe ngmft 
Igras Cudjoe, a bold, fkilful, and enterprising 

man^^ 
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man/'who'» cfh Itflbmitig tbd command, up* 
p^mtd Mb brothera Acbdttipcmgand Johnnj 
leiderA under him,: and' CaStc and Qno 
fobordinate GaptaiaiGU 

White the Ctarendon. rebela were cam^ 
sng on their depredatkms on the iouth fide 

of the ifland. the "MMoom in the eafl: con* 

' • . . k, • » . • <. 

tinned theirs, and for a long feries of year^ 
reijidfered every attempt to fettle near them 
tmprfidlifsablet \lneSed:ual eSbrta were 
made, to &bdae them, and, although they 
{xkSftbi greatly in feverai furprifea and 
welI*proieded attacks^ they remained a 
f^Iyin J^iac for all who were difpofed to 
quit a ftsfte of labour, and tg increj^fe didu: 
:l)o4yt.. They were joined from .time to 
t^ne by a number of Haves, principally 
thofe imported from th^ Coromantee coyo- 
try, a people inured to yfe^t on the coaft of 
Africa. 

Whether it was that this body of Ma- 
roons had to fuftain more vigorous and fire- 
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qpeat afiaults than faited the ^\fpptitioi^ 
cf.tnahy of the peop}?» or that 4Kf$i^G<»i« 
bad taken, place l^iiiOQg (hemi.Or th«t ho(h 
thefe caufes co-operat^d^ .wHif;h i» pf9^(^ 
certain it is||fniat previous to the year 1 730 

a'part7;t)f th^iix iepwrWcd fronfijth9'«dfhers» 
abd diftinguKhed themfel ves ybj the . name 
of the Cbttawck)cfe| having, it'ift fuppofed^^ 
originally come from a place fo called, lieat 
%he prefent Maroon Charleftown, itt thk 
^arilh of St. George s. On learning that a 
corifiderable body of flaves had quitted the 
upper Settlements in Clarendon, and were 
carrying on a war againft thc^ White inha* 
bitants, under a negroe called Cudjoe j that 
thefe people were Coromantees, and their 
leader a brave and enterprifmg man j and 
having probably had fome previous com^ 
munication with him by mcanV^of emii^ 
iaries, about a hundred of them^ confifting 
of men, women, and children, contrived, 
by long marches through a wild and unex- 
plored country, to join the' Clareddoa 
rebels, and put themfelves under the conl^ 

mand 
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mand of Cudjtie. At fubfequent. periods^ 
finaUer bodies of the Gattawdod party at* 
tached. themfelves to this cBief^ 1 and by de-« 
gtees the whole party were united under 
hkn: but though confolidated into one 
body fc»r all the purpofj^s and projeds of a 
commpnity of free-hooters, the diftindion 
of iheir origin was always kept up. The 
name; of Gottawood was preferred among 
the. defcendant^ of that tribe, and the ori- 
ginal body of negroes under Cudjoe were i 
diftinguiil^d by the appellation of Kencuf- 
f«eB» in Iff l^ich ^ lin^ the fucceflion of their 
chie& condaued* 

I Cudjoe was joined, but at what period 
is unknown^ though certainly after he had 
become fonoidahle, by another tribe of 
n^lgroes, diftind in every refped; their 
fi^re, charadler, language, and country^ 
beihg difibrent from thofeof the other blacks; 
Their ftin is of a deeper jet than that of 
any odier negroe ; .their featured refemble 
tbofe pf ^ropeans.; their hair W of ajbofe 
/;i Q and 
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and foft texture like a Mttlatxo's or Qos^ 
droon's ;; their form txiore delieate, and their 
Mature rather lower than 'thofe of the 
people they joined : they were much luood- 
fomer to an European eye, but feemed hoc 
to hare originally pofieiled fuch bscdiiiefs 
and ibeiigth of nerve aa the other people 
under Cudjoe ; and dJUhougbut ie probable 

that the ititercourfe with the latter had 
exifted between feventy and eighty yean^ 
and an Intermixture of families liad taken 
place, tlheir original <:baraAer was eafily 
traced in their defcendante. * They \tm9 
called Madagafcars, but why I do tiot knowy 
never having heard that any flaves were 
brought from the iflMdLQf Madagafi(ar« It 
is pofiSble there may bt fome odver diftaft 
in Africa called by the fame name. They 
faid that they ran away from the &dfe« 
ment& about Lacovia, in the parifh of St« 
Elizabeth, fiocn after the Plantcts had 
bou^t them. It doca not a{^Mr thiV 
their number was great, but they wtere-M-^ 
tnarkably prolific Some of the jold people 

remember 
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wmcmber that their parents fpoke, in their 
0¥?n families, a language entirely different 
from that fpoken by the reft of the negroes 
with whom they had incorporated." They 
recoUeded many of the words for things in 
common ufe, and declared that in their 
early years they fpoke their mother-tongue. 
The Goromantee langnage, however, fu- 
perfeded the others, and became in time 
the general one in ufe. 

The term Maroon had been hitherto 
confined to the body of original Spaniih 
fugitives, and it was not till about the year 
(*73^» when Gudjoe had become formi- 
dable, and parties were fitted out againft 
him, that he and his people were included 
in the appellationj They began at that 
time to purfue a more regular and con- 
neded fyftem of warfar£, and, in their fre« 
quent ikirmifhes with the troops, fent out 
againft them, acquired an art of attack and 
defence, which, in the difficult and hardly 
acceflible faftnefles of the interior of the 

D ifland, 
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illand, has fiace fo often foiled the beft ex- 
ertions of difclpUned bravery. Plunder 
had been the original fpriog of their enter - 
prizes, but when they found themfelves 
purfued, and attacked in the very woods^ 
every conBderation became abfoit>ed in the 
pafllon of revenge* Murder attended all 
their fucceflfes : not only men but viromea 
and children were facrified to their furyi 
and even people of their own colour, if un* 
f connedted with them,] Over fuch as fe- 
cretly favoured them, while they appa- 
rently remained at peace on the plantations, 
tliey exercifed a dominion by the influence 
of Obeah, and made them fubfervient to 
.their defigns. By tbcfe Cudjoe was always 
apprized in time of the parties that were 
fitted put, and knowing the routes they 
mud neceiTatily take, prepared his am* 
buflies accordingly* As he frequently de- 
feated his ailailants, hi^ fuccel^ was one 
me^ns by which he fupplied his men with 
arms and ammunition ; nor was it the only 
, one : at that time there was no reilridion 

ia 



( S5 \ 

in ttie iale of powder and fire-arms, and 
there can be no doubt that he had friends \ 
who made a regular purchafe of them^un- 
der pretence of being hunters and fowlers 
fix* their mafters. Naj, a Maroon him^ 
felf might, by carrying a few fowls and a 
baiket of provifions on his head, pafs un* 
noticed and unknown through the im« 
raenfe crovrd of negroes frequenting the 
markets in the large towns. This is known 
to have been done in later times, and it 
muil hare been more eafily efifeded for- 

ft 

merly. The Maroons, too, were much 
more provident ^of their ammunition than 
the troops were, feldom throwing a (hot 
away ineffe^ually. Thefe circtimftances 
account, in fome meafure, for Cudjoe^s hav- 
ing been able to protrad the war for fo 
years. 



At length, in the year 1733, the admi- 
oiftration began to tire of the inefFedual 
lyftem that had been fo long purfued. 
Cudjoe*s party had been greatly augment- 
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' cd } and, befides fcreing joined by the Cot- 
tawoods and Madagafcars, he had now 
eftablifhed a general intereft with the wind- 
ward Maroons, who had perfiftcd in hofti- 
lities agaioft the eaftern planters, and on 
hearing of Cudjoe*s adlivity and fuccefs, 
had become bolder and more enterprifing* 
The Gk)vernment, therefore, determined 
to eflablifh feveral advanced pofts near the 

ufual refortd of each party, in order to check 
their incurfions, and protedfc the neigh- 
bouring fettlers : accordingly fome were 
formed in the eaft, in the vicinity of the 
windward Maroons, and. one in the centre 
of the ifland; that being fuppof^d neareft to 
the general rendezvous pf Cudjoe's party, 
which was become by far the moft formi- 
dable. The fpot chofen for this poft was 
on Cave River, at the weftcrn extremity 
of a very Angular flat about feven- miles 
long and three wide, furrounded on all 
fides by very high mountains, and nearly^ 
half a mile perpcjndicular above the level of 
the Tea. Here a large range of barracks 

was 
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was built withia a high wall, flanked with 
four regular baftions* Other pofts, oa a 
fmaller fcale, were raifed in diflTereat parts 
of the ifland. By thus advancing forces 
and fupplies clofer to the Maroons, loixg 
marches were avoided, and \ communica-- 
tioa being kept up between different pofls 
by fmall foot-paths purpofely opened, the 
operations of the parties employed to wage 
a conftant and harafling war upon them, 
were facilitated, 

♦ 
The ifladd at this time had but few re- 
gular troops, which were fufficiently occu- 
pied by the windward Maroons ; a jld Xo 
have called out U i^ mil itia would have 
been injurious to the profperity of the co- . 
lony. It was therefore thought bed that in- 
dependent companies and rangers fhould be 
raifed ; which was done, and thefe com- 
panies, commanded by mea chofen for their 
vigour and activity, were flationed at the 
barracks on Cave River, the militia being 
only occafionally called out to aifift. To 
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this force was attached a nutnher of coa- 
fidential negroes, tailed Black-fhdt, Mulat- 
toeS) and Indians ; for the laft of whom* 
feveral veiTels had been difpatched to the 
Mofquito Ihore. From the frequent ex« 
icurfions of thefe forces in the interior of 
the. country, under very aftive officers, 
among whom Captain James * of the 
Rangers particularly diftinguiflied himfelf, 
Cudjoe and his party found themfelves ex* 
tremely harafled,' and much difappointed 
in the hope they had placed on the diffi- 
culty of accefs to their retreats, where they 
had begun to cultivate provifion-grounds^ 
Th^ Black-fhot and Mufquito Indians 
proved of great fervice in tracing the haunts 
of the Maroons, and of courfe Ctodjoe*s 
fettlements and provifions were fucceffively 
difcovered and deftroyed : not, however, 
without frequent Ikirmifties, which, though 
terminating in the defeat of the Maroons, 

* The father of Major |ames vho w«s after^rds ap- 
pouited Superintcudant Generfd of the Maroons, 

were 
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were always attended on the fide of the 
afiailants with the greater ibfs. 

It is not clear that the Maroons were al- 
ways to be confidered as defeated when they 
retired and left the ground of aftion to their 
enemy ; for furprife and ambufli were the 
chief prjncjfile?. pf.tbMr. warfare ; they had 
not confidence in themfelves in open fields^ 
and therefore feldom rifked a regular battle. 
I The grand obje6t of a Maroon chief in war 
was to take a ilation in fome glen, or, as it is 
called in the Weft Indies, Cockpit, enclofed 
by rocks and mountains nearly perpendi- 
cular, and to which the only practicable 
entrance is by a very narrow defile. From 
the firft Cockpit there is a fucceflion of 
them, running from eaft to weft, on a line 
in which they are paflable from one to the 
other, though with more or lefs difficulty. 
There are alfd parallel lines of Cockpits^ 
but as their fides are often perpendicular^ 
from fifty to eighty feet, a paflage from one 
Fme 10 another is fcarcely to b6 found prac- 
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/ticable to any titit a Maroon* The 

; northern afpeffc is commonly the fteepefi 

: and often a folid perpendicular rock^ fo that 

if the oppofite afcent were pradicable, to 

r 

defcend into the parallel line would be im-^ 
pofliblc. This is the general chara£ter of 
thefe receffes, though they may in fome 
degree diflfer in their diredion. They have: 
probably been formed along the large 
mountains of the ifland by violent earths 
quakes. On the difficult afcents there are^ 
cither no treqs, or fuch as. have not ftrong ' 
roots : there are trees in the glens, and the 
entrance of the defiles is woody, . In fomex 
water is found near the pafTages on eithet 
end, but not in the qentrq. 

Such arc the natural fortifications in whicll 

* « 

the Maroons fecured themfelves in times of 
danger, and from which it has been ever 
found fo difficult to diflodge them. Hav- 
ing but one common entrance, the way to 
it was fo trodden by the frequent egfef3.y 
and ingrefs of their parties who go in queft; 

of 
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of provifions aad plunder, that when a 
^ftant track was obferved by a fharp- 
fighted guide, it hardly ever failed to lead 
to the mouth of the defile. At this 
mouth, which looks like a great fiflure 
made through a rock by fome extraordji- 
nary convulfion of Nature, from two hun- 
dred yards to half a mile in length, and 
through which men can pafs only in a 
fingle file, the Maroons, whenever they ex- % 
pedled an attack, difpofed of themfelves on i 
the ledges of the rocks on both fides. / 
Sometimes they advanced a party beyond 
the entrance of the defile, frequently in a 
line on each fide, if the ground would ad- 
mit ; and lay covered by the underwood, \ 
and behind rocks and the roots of trees, \ 
waiting in filent ambuih for their pur*" / 
fuers, of whofe approach they had always 
information from their out-fcouts. Thefe, 
after a long march, opprefled by fatigue 
and thirft, advance towards the mouth of 
the defile, through the track obfcured by 
trees and underwood, in an approach of 

many 
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many irlndings^ which are either occa* 
iianed by the irrcgularUy of the ground, 
Or defignedly made for the purpofc of ex- 
poHng the alTailants to the attacks of the 
difierent parties in ambufli. A favourable 
opportunity is taken when the enemy is 
ivithin a few paces to fire upon them from 
one fide. If the party furprifed return the 
fire on the fpot where they fee the fmoke 
of the dlfcharge, and prepare to ru(h on 
towards it, they receive a volley in another 
diredion. Stopped by this, and undecided 
which party to purfue, they are ftaggered 
by the difcharge of a third volley from the 
entrance of the defile. In tUb meantime 
the concealed Maroons, frefh^and thorough* 
ly acquainted with their ground, vanifh 
ftlcnoft unfeen before their enemies have 
reloaded. The troops, after lofing more 
men,, are under the neceflity of retreating; 
and return to their pofts, frequently with* 
jDttt ihoes to tlieir feet, lame, and for fome 
ttlne unBt for fervice. Such was the <iaturt 
of the Maroon- war; though it is reafon> 

able 
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able to fuppofe that the people under Gudjoe 
had not arrived to the perfedion of ta&ics 
diiplayed by his foccefl'ors in the Ute conieft. 
Indeed, it is known that for a confiderable 
.time his operations were carried on about 
Mouth River, . Hedor's River, the black 
grounds, and trads to the eaftward of the 
greater cockpits, where, though the country 
was rugged and difficult, it was eafy in cooit 
parifon with the feat of war in the year 

J 795- 

Cudjoe, finding his haunts acceflible to 
the rangers, who were Rationed at the bar- 
racks to the eaft of hioi, and the com« 
munication of his foraging parties with his 
old friends in the back parts of Churendoi^ 
<ut oiF, relbl ved to change his pofitiot^ 
and to feek a iituatton of greater fecurtty 
for his quarters, as well as a more extenfive 
field for his operations. He Accordingly 
removed to a place in Trdawxiey^-near the 
•entrance of the great cockpits to the Nortfa^ 
Weft, the fii;ft cif which, called Petty River 

Bottom, 
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Bottom, now well known, was acceffible 
by a very narrow defile. This cockpit was 
confidered as a very large one, containing 
about feven acres of land, and a fjpring of 
water. Cudjoe difplayed great judgment in 
chufing this poficion, as in cafe of alarm he 
could throw himfelf into the cockpit, whence 
no valour or force could drive him ; and 
at the fame time he placed the great range 
of cockpits between him and his former 
annoyers. The choice of the pofition was 
equally judicious in refpedl to predatory 
incurfions, as the parifhes of St. James's, 
Hanover, Weftmorcland, * and St. Eliza- 
beth's, lay open to him; and prefenting 
more extenlive and lefs defenfible frontiers, 
afforded him opportunities of ading with 
fmaller detachments, and of obtaining 
abundant fupplies from different quarters. 
He fent out parties in various directions 
to a great difbnce, in order to deceive the 
Government, ahd even kept up an alarm 
in the neighbourhood of his old pofition« 
Cudjoe now a.ugi^nted the body he had 

placed 
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placed under the command of his brother 
Accompong, and eftablifhed them on the 
northern borders of St. Elizabeth, where the 
country afforded more cattle, but where alfo 
his men had to aft againft a greater number 
of inhabitants, prepared to defend their pro- 
perty. This ftation was above the moun- 
tains of Nauffau, a place where there is ftiil 
a town called Accompong after his name. 

In this fituation did thefe people main« 
tain themfelves in a ftate of favage free- 
dom for feveral years, living in rndblcncc 
while their provifions lafted, and ravaging 
the country when excited by their wants* 
In their inroads they exercifed the moft 
horrid barbarities. The weak and defence- 
lefs, whenever furprifed by them, fell vic- 
tims to their third of blood; and, though 
fome were more humane than others, all 
paid imj^icit obedience to the command of 
a leader, when that was given to imbrue 
their hands in blood: but, murder once com- 
menced, no chief ever had power to fiay the 

hand 
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hand of his mcaneft follower, j^nd there Is 
bardly an inftance of a prifoner having been 
iav^d by them. * The Mafoons have beea 
accufed of torturing their prifoners; hut 
there is no grounds for this charge, as their 
eageraefs to difpatch a wounded enemy 
falling into their hands was fuch that he 
was foon releafed from his mifery by oae 
of the many cutlafles which on the fight of 
him were raifed to ftrike off his head* 

Eight or nine years had now dapfed, fince » 
Cudjoe's renown had united all the fugitive 
negroes in the ifland, of whatever origin 
they were, in a general intereft ; and fiucc 
the appellation of Maroons had been given 
i indifcriijiinately to all the tribes of theni* 
Force after force had beefi employed to 
iubdue them in vain ; their hoftile opera- 
tions againft the inhabitants were carried on 
v^ith unremitted vigour. JAt length the 
colonifts refolved to make every facrifice, 
md ufe every exertion, to put an end to fo 
haraffing a war. Ail who could carry armt 
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volunteered thdr fcrvice, and a large body 
of the people were afiembled under the 
commaiofd of Colonel Guthrie of the militia, 
and Captslin Sadler of the regulars. Amidft 
thefe formidable preparations, there were 
great ipptehenfions entertained of the un- 
certainty of the moft vigorous meafures; 
the failure of which would not only en- 
courage the enemy, and entail a perpe- 
tual war upon the ifland, but might operate 
on the minds of the (laves, who would be 
convinced of the power of the Maroons to 
maintain a fuccefsful oppofitlon againft the 
^ Government. The governor, Edward Tre-^ 
lawney, was therefore urged by the prln-, J 
cipal perfons of the country to offer thcm\ 
.terms of peace, 

9 

This being refojved upon, it was necef- 
fary that it*(hould be done with the utmoft 
expedition ; for a treaty, the purport of 
wliith'was to eftabliflu the freedom and in- 
dependence of a body of negroes, could 
not be fuffered to remain long pending in 

the 
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the contemplation of ilaves^ numbers of 
whom might be tempted to aim at obtain* 
ing the like advantage : Guthrie and Sadler 
were accordingly diveded to communicate 
the o£Fers to Cudjoe as fpeedily as poffible* 

r 

They could not but be acceptable to the 

Maroons, who were equally tired of war, 

and to whom the obje&s of their hoftilities 

were conceded. On receiving intelligence 

of the offers to be made, Cudjoe called in 

his detachments, which had already fallen 

back, hearing of the preparations made 

againft them. The formidable ftate of thefe 

'^'threw a great difficulty in the way of nego- 

[tiation, for the diftruft of the Maroons 

Would not allow them to reconcile it with 

(the offering of peace ; and the fiacerity of 

Jthe Government was doubted. 

Governed by this motive, the cautious 
Cudjoe collected his force, and waited the 
approach of the peace-makers, on a fpoc the 
jnofl favourable to a£tion in his mode of 
war, and on which his people might de- 
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fend tltemfelves^ were brejachery intended oil 
the part of the Gbvemmtiat. His men 
were placed on the ledges of rocks that tofe 
almoft perpendicularly to a great height, oil 
a ground which, compared to thofii pred« 
{^ces, might be called a plain, the extremity 
being narrowed into a paffage, Upoii 
which the fire of the whole body might 
bean This palTage contra&ed itfelf into a 
defile of nearly half a mile long, and fo 
narrow that only one man could pafs along 
« it at a time. Had it been entered by a line 
of men, it would ndt have been diiSiculc 
for the Maroons from the heights to have 
blocked them up in the front and in th6 
tear, by rolling down large rocks at both 
ends, and afterwards to have crufhed them 
to death by the fame means. This Defile, 
which has ever fince retained the name of 
Colonel Guthrie, was one of the paflages to 
the l^e cockpit called Petit River, already 
mentioned. The entrance was impregnable, 
the continuation of the line of fmaller 
cockpits rendered the rear inacceflible, and 
Vol. I. E Nature 
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Kature had fecured the flanks of her. dwti 
fortification. In this dell were fecnred thb 
Maroon women and children, and all their 
valuable things depofucd. On the open 
ground before the defile the men had 
ere^ed their- hut$, which were called Ma- 
roon town, dr Cudjoe's town, Tvhence, in 
cafe of an alarm, the people could flj^ in a 
minute to the ledges of the rocks at the 
mouth of the cockpit; nor would their 
town have been a great lofs had It been burnt* 
They did not, however, confide folely to the 
fecurity afforded them by the cockpit, and 
the eafe with which they made theiiifelved 
mafters of the defile ; fcver3L,.appr pach td 
.theirjnpunuuiis w^ a mile or twp^^t 

other difficult pafTes, well guarded by fmall 

— • 

advanced parties, who on the appearance 

of an enemy might alarm their Ib-agglihg 

^ bodies by means of their horns, which were 

. heard at 4 cdnfiderable diflance, anU gave 

j timely notice for every one to repair to hi^ 

' poft. Thus fituated,' Cudjoe patiently waited 

;the arrival of the olive-branch, and clearly 

I ;manifefted 
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mafiUefted his intentions, and his wiihes. 
for an accommodation, by ordering his ad- 
vanced pods not to (ire a (hot. His parties 
therefore mefely founded their horns, and 

retired to the main body. 

.' 

At this folemn jundiufe Colonel Guthrie 
advanced unmoleiled with his . troops, 
through fituations in which the M^oons 
might have greatly annoyed him, even:Vittth 
the!large force he then had under him« 
taking, however, the heft- difpofition 6f 
his troops that the nature of the grouiMf 

would admit, he marched on with confi- 
•dehce, arid judging of the diftance he 'was 
from the Maroons by the found of thteil: 
horns, he continued advancing till he 
thought he could make them hear his voice: 
he then halted, and obferving the fmoke of 
of their huts within a few hundred yards, 
though he could not fee one of them, catted 
in a loud tone that he was come by the Go- 
vemor*s order, to make them an offer of 
terms and treat for peace, which the white 

£ 2 pedpic 
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people fmcerely defired* An aofwer was 
retu|:ned, declaring that the Maroons wiihed 
the fame, and requeuing that the Qroops 
luight be kept back. This rcqueft being 
apparently didated by fufpicion, Colonel 
Guthrie propofed to them to ihow the con- 
fidence he had in their fincerity by fending 
a pcrfbn to them to afliire them that the 
white people were, ilncere on their part, 
and to inform them of the particulars rela*^ 
tiTC: to thdr fireedom and fecurity, which 
the Gov&nment had authorifed him ta 
girqpofe to them* 

Thts hnag readily con&ntcd to, D<r. 
JLqStU vrai feleded for that purpofe. He 
advaii^ very confidently towards their 
huts, near which he was met by two Ma- 
ipons, whom he informed pf the purport 
of his meffage, and aiked if either of them 
yrtK Cudjoe. They replied in the neg»- 
tiTo, but fidd that if he would ftay a Uttle 
^Jblle and no men foUpwed him, be wouI4 
ioe Cudjoe They then called out in the 

lA: . Coro- 
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Coromantee language to their people; -on 
which feveral bodies of them, wlpK> were be- 
fore iayifible, appeared on the rocks abofe* 
Being within the reach of the Toicae, Dr.- 
Ruflfell addrefled himfelf to them, a»d beg« 
ged particularly to have a conveifation with* 
Gudjoe, of whom he fpoke in high terms ; 
faying, that if he were with them, he was 
fure, that as a brave and good man he would 
come down, and fhow a difpofition to live In 
peace and friendfhip with the white people. 

Several Maroons now defcended, and 
among them it was not drffi<:ult to difcoveir 

the Chief himfelf. Cudjoe was radier a 
fliort man, uncommonly ftout, with very 
firong African features, and A peculiar wild- 
nefs in his manners. He had a very large 
lump of fle(h upon his back, which waspartly 
covered hy the tattered remains of an old' 
bhie coat, of which the fkirts and the fleeves 
below the elbows were wanting. Round his 
bead was tied a fcanty piece of white clotbir 
fo very dirty, that its original ufe might have 

£ 5 been 
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to 

been doubted. He had on a pair of loofe 
drawers that did not reach his knees, and 

a fmall round hat with the rims pared fo 
dofe to the crown, that it might have been 
taken for a calibafli*, being worn exactly to 
the rotundity of his head. On his right i 
fide hung a cow's horn with fome powder^ > 
and a bag of large cut flugs ; on the left . 
fide he wore a mufhet, or couteau, three 
inches broad, in a leather (heath, fufpended 
under his arm by a n^row (Irap that weixC - 
round his fhoulder. He had no fliirt on, 
9ind his clothes, fuch as they were, as well 
as the part of his fkin that was expoied, 
were g3vered with the red dirt of the Cock- 
pits, refembling oker. , Such was the Chief} 
and his men w^rQ as ragged and dirty as 
himf;lf : bJA had guns and cutlaiTes. Cud** 

joe conftantly caft his eyta towards the 
troops with Col. Guthrie, appeared very 

fufpicious, and afked Dn RufTell many 

* A fpeciet of gourde the pnip of whiph is fcooped out, . 
■nd tke hardj^ though thto, nii4 ofcd by the neeroes it m 
bowL 

^eftiom 
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queftions before he ventured within his 
reach. At lad RufTell offered to change 
hats -with him as a token of friendfliip ; to 
which he confented, and was beginning to 
converfe more freely when Col. Guthrie 
called aloud to him, afluring him of a 
faithful compliance with whatever Dr. RuC- 
fell promifed. He faid that he wifhed to 
come unarmed to hini with a few of the 
principal gentlemen of the ifland^who fhould 
witnels the oath he would folemnly make 
to them of peace on his part, with liberty 
and fecurity to the Maroons on their ac- 
ceding to it. 

Cudjoe, after fome hefitatlon, conlknted 
to their coming forward, and perfuaded his 
people to come down from the rocks, which 
a few did, but not without their arms. As . 
the gentlemen approached Gudjoe, he ap- 
peared to be in great trepidation, but whe- 
ther caufed by joy or fear was doubtful ; 
though he was certainly under the pro- 

te£king fire of his own men, and .the ne- 

£ 4 gotiators 
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gotiatora were unarmecL Colonel Gutibrie 
advanced to him holding put his h&ndf 
which Cudjoe feized and kifled. H^/thea 
threw himfelf on the ground^ embracing 
Guthne*8 legs, kiffing his feet, and aiking 
his pardon. He feemed to have loft all hiff 
ferocity, and to have become humble, pern* 
tent, and abjed. The reft of the Maroons, 
following the example of their chief, pro^ 
ftrated themfelves, and expreflfed the moft 
unbounded joy at the tincerity ihown on 
the (ide of the white people. Colonel 
Guthrie and Captain Sadler repeated the 
offers that had been communicated by 
Dr. Ruffell, which was accepted with joy; 
and confidence b^ing eftabliflied on both 
^ iides, the parties intermixed, exchanged 

* 

hats, and other tokens of congratulation, 
and r^iprocally teftified their fatisfaAibn* 

If relief from the fatigues of a vexatious 
and uncertain war was agreeable to the white 
inhabitants of the ifland, it was no lefs fo 
to the. Maroons, who had for fome time 

^ before 
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before been kept in a continual ftate of 
alarm^ and had begun to feel the want of 
meang to continue boftilitiea, or even to 
fupport a defenfive war. How long Cud- 
joe might have protraSed it, is uncer- 
tain ; but he acknowledged that he had for 
fome time been in a ftate of want and de^ 
fpondency. Had any of his men been bold 
enough to propofe returning to the mafters 
to whom they originally belonged merely 
on an aflurance of pardon, many, if not 
the greater part of the Maroons, would 
have fupported the propofal ; but all were 
deterred from exprefling fuch a fentiment, 
by (hame and the dread of puniihment* 
At length, the treaty was concluded with 
Cudjoe by Colonel Guthrie and Captain 
Sadler, and all the folemnities attending it 
were executed under a large cotton-tree 
growing in the middle of the town at the 
entrance of Guthrie's Defile. The tree 
was ever after called Cudjoe's tree, and held 
in great veneration. I fhall here fubjoin 

the treaty, ; 
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Articles of Pacification with the Maroons of 
Trelawny TowHy concluded March 1 , 1 738, 

IN the name of God, amen. Whereas 
Captain Cudjoe, Captain Aqompong^ Cap-* 
tain Johnny, Captain Cu^ee, Captain 
Quaco, and feveral other negroes, their 
dependants and adherents, , have been in a 
ftate of war and hoftility, for feveral years 
paft, againft our fovereign Lord the King, 
and the inhabitants of this ifland ; and 
whereas peace and friendihip among man-* 
kind, and the preventing the efFufion of 
blood, is agreeable to God, confonant tQ 
reafon, and defired by every good man j 
and whereas his majefty George the Se- 
cond, king of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland, and of Jamaica, Lord, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. has, by his letters patent, 
dated February the twenty-fourth, one 
thoufand feven hundred and thirty-eight, 
in the twelfth year of his reign, granted 

full 
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full power and authority to John Guthrie 
and Francis Sadler, efquires, to negotiate 
and finally conclude a treaty of peace and 
ffiendfhip witk the aforefaid Captain Cud- 
joe, and ^he reft of his captains, adherents, 
and others his men; they mutually, fm- 
cefely, and amicably, have agreed to th^ 
following articles : 

Firft, That all hoftilities ihall oeafe on 
both fides for ever. 

Second, That the faid Captain Cudjoe,^ 
the reft of his captains, adherents, and 
men, ihall be for ever hereafter in a perfeA 
ftate of freedom and liberty, excepting 
thofe who have been taken by them, within^ 
two years laft paft, if fuch are willing to 
return to their faid mafters and owners, 
with full pardon and indemnity from their 
faid mafters or owners for what is paft ; 
provided always, that, if they are not will* 
ing to return, they fhall remain in fubjec* 
^a to Captain Cudjoe and in friendfhip 

with 
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with us^ according ta the form and tenor 
of this treaty. 

Thirds That they ihall enjoy and pof- 
feifi, for themfelves and pofterity for ever^ 
all the lands fituate and lying between 
Trelawny Town and the Cockpits, to the 
amount of fifteen hundred aeres, bear- 
ing north-weft from the faid Trelawny 

Towai 

Fourth^ That they Ihall have liberty 
to plant the iaid lands wkh eoffee» cocoa^ 
ginger, tobacco^ and cotton, and to breed 
cattle, hog^, goats, or a&y other ftodCf 
and difpe^e of the produce or incieafe of 
the faid commodities to the inhabitants of 
tUs iftand ; provided always, that wh«ii 
they bring the faid conamodities to market, 
they flnJl apply firft to the cuftos, or 
any other magiftrate of the re^edive pa* 
rifhes where they expofethek goods to 
£ik^ for a Ucence to vend the isme. 

Fifth, 
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Bifith^ "that Captain Gadjoe, and all 
file Captain'^ adherents, and people now 
in fubjedion to hioi^ diall all live togedier 
vnthiti the bounds of Trelawny town, and 
that they haTe liberty to hunt where they 
fliail think fit^ ei^cept within three miles of 
any fetdeibent, crawl, or pen; provided 
always, dialE in caie the hunters c)f /<>aptaili 
Cudjoe^ and thofe of otherfettIem«Ats'iOefi^ 
dien the hogs to he equally dinded hetweea 
both parties. 



/ 



Sixth, That the iaid Captain Gudjo^ 
and his fucceflOTS, do ufe their beft en- \ 
deavonrs to take, kill, fupprefs, o^ deftroy, 
eitiber by Aemfelves, or jointly with any j 
oditt number of men, commanded on thart: 1 
fervice by his excellency the Governor, or \ ^V/ 
conunander in chief for the time being, all 
r^ls wherefoever they be, throughout thit { 
ifland, unlefs they fubmit to the fame terms I 
of accommodation granted to Captain Cud* 
joci and his fucceflbrs« 

iSeventh^ 
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Seventh, That in cafe th|s iflaad be 
invaded by any foreign enemy, the £ud 
Captain Gudjoe, and his fucceflbrs herein* 
after. named or to be appointed, (hall then, 
upon notiee given, immediately repair to 
any place the .Governor for the time being 
jhall appoint, in order to repel the fud in* 
vaders with his or their utmoft force, and 
to fubmit to the orders of the commander 
in chief on that occafion. 

Eighth, That if any white man ihali 
do any manner of injury to Captain Cud* 
joe, his fiiccefTdrs, or any of his or their 
people, they ihall apply to any command- 
ing officer or magiilrate in the neighbour- 
hood for juftice; and in cafe Captain Giu^oe^ 
cr any of bis people j Jball do any injury to 
any white perfon be Jball fubmit bimfelf or 
deliver upfucb offender tojuftice. 

Ninth, That if any negroes ihall here- 
after run away frpm their mailers or 
owners^ and fall into Captain Cudjoe*s 

hands^ 
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ihands, they (hall immediately be fent back 
to the chief magiftrate of the next pariih 
where they are taken ; and thofe that bring 
them are to be fatisfied for their trouble, as 
the legiflature (hall appoint. 

LJTentlir That all negroes taken, fincc the 
raifing'of this party by Capt^n CudjoeV 
people, fhali immediately be returned. 

t-^ieventh. That Captain Cudjoe; and his 
fucceflbrs, fhall wait on his Excellency, 
or the commander in chief for the time 
being, every year, if thereunto required. 

n. 

Twelfth, That Captain Cudjoe, during his 
life, and the Captains fucceeding him, (hall 
have full power to inflift any punifhment 
they think proper for crimes committed by 
their men among themfelves, death only 
excepted ; in which cafe, if the Captain 
thinks they deferve death, he fhall be 
obUged to bring them before any juftice 
of the peace, who fhall order proceedings 

on 
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on thtdr triil equal to thofe of otiter frett 
negroes. 

Thirteenth^ That Captain Codjoe with 
his people, ihall cut, clear, and keep open, 
large and convenient roads from Trelawny 
town to Weftmorland and St. Jameses, and, 
iir|M>(fible, to St. Elizabeth's. 

/' Fourteenth, That two white men, tQ 
^ be nominated by his Excellency, or the 
commander in chief for the time being, 
fiiatl conftantly live and refide with Giptata 
Cudjoe, and his fucceffors, in order to main- 
tain a friendly correfpondence with the in- 
habitants of this ifland. 

Fifteenth, That Captain Cudjoe fliall, 
during his life, be chief commander in 
Trelawny town ; after his deceafe the com- 
mand to devolve cm his brother Captain 
Accompong ; and in cafe of his deceafe, on 
his next brother Captain Johnny ; and, fail- 
ing him, Captain Cuffee ihall fucceed ; who 

is 
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is to be fucceeded by Captain Quaco ; and 
after all their demifes, the Governor^ or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, 
(hall appoint, from time to timcy whom he 
thinks fit for that command* 

■ 

In teftimony, &c. &c. 
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LETTER ra. 

fartyfint id difewer the WindvMtri Maroon Town under 
^uao, — Bum feme Huti.-^AnAuJbedr^fartj under 
Captain Adair fent to negotiate Peace tvith ^ua9.^^ 
Defcr^tion of the Windward Maroon Settiement.'^ 
Savage Spirit of Revenge^-^Di^ute between the Re* 
gulars and Militia. — Peace eoncbtdsd. — Difference in 
the Articles of the Treaty and tbofe (fCudjois. 

W E muft now return to the Windward 
Maroons^ between whom and Cudjoe there 
had been no communication for fome time* 
Under their chief Quao they had defol- 
iated the parifh of St» George's, and com« 
mitted every excefs in the courfe of their 
depredations. Previous to the laft prepara- 
tions made againft the Trelawny body, 
which happily brought on the peace, a force, 
confifting of a detachment of Capt^ua 
Adair's independent company, under Lieu« 
tenants Concannon and Thicknefle, and 
fifty of the militia commanded by a Lieo- 

texumt^ 
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tenant, was fent up tbe country towards 
the head of SpanlOi riTer, to look for a 
Maroon town fuppofed, upon good inform* ' 
adon, to be ikuated on or near the banks 
of it. 

After a march of three days the troops 
C^e to a fpot where the prints of the feet 
of men and dogs were vifible. Here, ima- 
gining thcmfelves near the Maroon fettlc- 
ment, tbey lay under arms the fucceeding 
night, witli an intention to attack the town 
iarly next morning by furprife. As they 
expefted, day-light difcovere4 fmoke pro- 
ceeding from houfes ai a little diftance, 
upon which the troops rufhed up to the 
^t ; but the Maroons having had notice of 
their march, and knowing the pofition of the 
town not to be tenable, decamped in the 
night, Jeavin^feventy-four huts, with a fire 
burning in each. It appeared that this 
place was not their fettlement, but a tem<» 
porary refort, the neighbourhood of it a&' 
Cording good hunting and fiiUng. The 

F t iroopi 
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troops fet the huts on fire, and then ^ent m 
purfuit of the Maroons, wlio had purpofely 
'made tra£ts vifible by cutting away buihes^ 
and artfully left cocoas, yams, and plantains^ 
at certain diftances, to induce their purfuers 
to ,believe that they were afraid oY being 
overtaken* At one place Lieutenant Con-^ 
cannon found a fire with fome jerked hog 
broiling, and left untouched. After 4 fruit-: 
Icfs purfuit, and much fatigue^ the troopa 
turned back> intending to reft on the bank 
of Spanifh river, and to take die courfe 
of the ilream towards the fea for a guide to 
the low lands, having no other condudon 

' The Maroons, who had imperceptibly 
hung on their rear and flanks, pu(hing hack 
towards a fpot fuited to their tadlics, ad* 
vantagqoufly pofted themfelves in ambu(h< 
Having obferved the number of their pnemyi 
they allowed the advance to pafs, then fud« 
denly fell furioufly upon the rear. The 
4mlitia fled, and the baggage negroes, to the 
•number of feventy, threw down their loads 

and 



( <59 ) 

and followed* The regulars took {hjelter 
tinder the perpendicular projeflion of a 
mountain that overhung the ftream, whence 

r chey could hear* th^ Maroons talking; 
though they could fee none of them. 

• Bj firing at the points where the fmokc 
of the Maroon guns appeared, the foldiers 
jieaxlj expended aU their ammunition. 
In this fituation, almoft hid from their 
enemy, they remained four hours up to 
their waifts in water, expofed to the^heat 
of a vertical fun, and apprehenfive of bein^ 
ta^en alive s^nd tortured. At length a ihot 
being fired from the oppofite fide of the 
fiver, they imagined that the Maroons 
were moving round to attack them from a 
pofition to which they were expofed, and 

they made the beft of their way aftrofs the 
river amidft a ftiower of fhot, leaving be- 
hind them their killed a^d wounded. The 
Maroons did not venture to purfue them 
on ground lefs advantageous, and the party, 
haraffed, fatigued, and v^efeated^ returned 
to their quarters in St. Georg(?X 

F 3 About 
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About three moa^ after thia, and tab^ 
fequent to the treaty with Ctidjoe) a party 
of three hundred foldiers^ under the com^ 
mand of Captain Adalir^/pras ordered to go « 

in queft of the Windward Maroonsjrsfot 
the purpofe of maldng fimilar terms with ' 
them. One of/^ao^men, a hornman^ 
having been taken pntoner^ cohfented to 
accompany Captain Adair, and undertook to 
lead him to the principal town, where it 

happened that a foldier, who had been taketl 
prifoner by fome of them, had informed th^tn 
of the peace Cudjoe had made. This waft 
the firil intimation they had had of it, which 
fhow8 that the communication between the 
difiecent bodies had not been regularly kept 
open. As the hornman was acquainted 
with the treaty that had taken place with 
the Trelawny Maroons, he was anxious 
that Quao and his*friends fhould know it^ 
and that the Governor wifhed to treat alfo 
with them. He was very folicitous tha^ . 
Captain Adair fhould not attempt to take 
the town by force, and reptefented its fitua«> 

tiqn 
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don to be fuch as no body of men, or even 
an individua], could approach without a 

notice of five or fix hours being given 
from their advlLnced f^ntries. 

* 

After a march of two days, through a 
country covered with wood, and full of 
dangerous precipices, the troops were led to 
the foot of a very high' and fteep mountain. 
Habere, on fome provifion grounds, Captain 
Adair made a halt, and ordered his guide to 
Ubwhis horn. The Maroons knowing by the 
information gtven by the founds that they 
proceeded fro^ the'mifiing hbrnman, re- 
turned an anfwer with one of their horns ; 
but not a man of them was to be feen. 
Captain Adair then h^led them with a 
trumpet, and afllired ihem that he* was come 
to make peace; that freedom had been 
granted to Gudjoe's people, and that it was 
offered to them on the fame terms. The 
Maroons had greatly miftrufted the intel- 
ligence of the foldi^r whom they had ma£p 
facredy but this corrobation removed their 

F4 fufpicion, 
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fufpicion^and, after fome parley, they agreed 
to exchange a Captaia for the purpofe of 
fettling preliminaries. This was no fooner 
done than an acre of light brufh-wood oa 
the fide of the mountain was cleared by 
the mufchet (or conteau) of each Maroon, 
and expofed to view the whole body, 9X-^ 
ranged in order^ 

[ The terms propt)fed being agreed to, a 
part of the troops were fuSered to advance 
to the town. As they fcrambled up a nar^^ 
row path they every where» found holea 
dug to cover the defenders of the moun- 
tain, and fticks crofled for reding their 
^ns, with which they enfiladed every 
angle, that from the fteepnefs it was ne* 
celTary to make in' afcending. After 
gaining the fummit the viiitors had again 
to defcend on the other fide, by a path 
equally fteep and narrow which l^d to the 
town. Di0icult as this approach appears, 
it may be confidered as eafy when com<- 
pared to the paflages of the Tr^lawny cock^ 
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pits, of which you will prefently hear more« 
Near the town the path widened fo as to 
admit two foldiers a-breaft, and the troops 
entered with drums beating and fome pa- 
rade, the appearance of which alarming the 
Yeomen ^nd children, they fled to the woods* 
They foon, ^however, returned, one after an- 
other, on finding that the men did nqt 
follow them. 

To (how the deadly hatred they bore the 

white people, ThickneflTe, who was the firft 
In the town, and the perfon left with them 
as a hoftage, related, that having taken up 
his abode with Quao, his children covAd 
not refrain (Iriking their pointed fingers at 
his breaft as they would have done knives^ 
had they been pei:mitted, calling out, 
** Buckra, Buckra." In their favage refent- 
ment the women wore rows of the teeth 

of white men as ornaments ; and the under- 

• " 

jaw of the unfortunate fellow who gave 
them the firft intelligence of Gudjoe*s peace^ 
adorned ooe of the horomen's horn. B&- 

fore 
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fore his death was determined upon it had 
been Quao's Intention to fend him to the 
Governor with propofalsdf fubmiflion, upon 
the t^rms Whieh he had informed him Cud^ 
joe had accepted, but' he was deterred from 
it by an old obeah-woman, the only onQ 
cfx|hat fex known to have exercifed the 

art. 

< 

Amidft the calm produced by the treaty an 
event took place which had nearly ovetfet the 
ivhole negotiation. A Colonel of the militia, 
who happened to be out with a large party, 
hearing that Captain Adair had brought the 
Maroons to terms, marched up and joined 
the troops at the town, and being of {^ 
fuperio^ rank infilled on the treaty being 

ligned in his name» On this a difpute arofb 
betweefii the ofixcers, of the regulars and 
militia; the men of the former were !n 
confequence ordered under arms, and had 
not the Colonel relinquiflied his pretenfions, 
a conflict would have enfued. The Mae-^ 
roons could not be indifferent fpedatoxs dF 

fucU 
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fuch a fcene^ and between the contending 
parties it was not eafy to perfuade them 
that they were fafe j but Quao, having been 
a plantation-flave, recolle£ked the manners 
and chara^er he had formerly cbfenred, 
and aflured bis people that there ^as no* 
thing ftrange in what th#y (aw, and that 
they had nothing to fean 

The difpute ended, and the peace was la 
fad, and as it ought to have been, con« 
eluded by Captain Adair, who had done 
every thing but fign the treaty before the 
militia came up. However this be, the 
• treaty is inferted in the Journals of the 
Houfe of Affembly, (igned with the name 
©f Colonel Bennet. . . 

• > 
The treaty with xhe negroes of the wind-* 

ward towns, confifting of 14 articles, as in- 
ferted on. the Journals of the Houfe of 
Affembly^ was made by Colonel Robert 
Rennet with Captain Quao on the 23d oiP 

June 



« 
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July I739j and was much to the.ikme 
purport as Cudjoe s, except in the following 
articles : 

9th. That in cafe they are overpowered 
by more rebels than they can fight they 
might apply for aid to the Governor* 

loth. That in cafe any negro or negroes 
belonging to Gapt^un Quao (hall be .guilty 
of a crime or crimes deferving dbath, he 
(hall deliver him or them up to the next 
magiftrate, in order to be. tried as other 
negroes are, but fmall crimes he ipay punifh 
himfelf. 

1 2th. That noither Quao nor his people 
fliall bring any ftock or provifions to fell, 
without a ticket from one of the people 
refidmg within the fame town ; and that 
the fucceffors of Quao fhall be f homboy, 
/Vpong, Blackwell and Clafh. 

It 



( 77 ) 

It IS to be obferved that the Maroons ia 
the windward towns did not ftipulate for 
the fame mode of trial as thofe of Tre-^ 
lawny town ; their treaty was Siade more 
than a year after Cudjoe's. 
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LET.T-ER IV. 

Marodn Totvns^^^^relawnj Town iefertbeJL'^Thi per* 
fins of the Maroons. — PerfeBion of their Senfes. Difm 
font Communications bj a Horn.*^Smell and Tafle**^^ 
Language.'-^Superfiition.^'^ovemment of their Chiefs^ 
'^-•'Ojfflce of Superintendant.'^'^Mws relative to tbeMa* 
* roons.^^Negleff of Regulations.'^Exiftence of the Ma* 
-roons as a diftinS Body^^^UfefuI to individuals and the 
Public. — ProvifioH. — Grounds and Produce of their 71/- 
lage*"^ Food* — Stock* — Trt^ff!c» -— Marriages* — 
Daughters.'^Reception of White Ftfitors. — Funerals. 
^^Otfervatiott on the Difference of the Towns*^^Po^ 
pulation* 

XxAViNG made you acqusunted^with the 
origin of the Maroons, and thdr eftabliih- 
ment as a body of free people in the ^ 
terior ' of the ifland of Jamaica, let us take 
a refpite from war, aQd view them as fet« 
tied peaceably in their towns. Of thele there 
ig^ere five ; Trelawny-town, Acompong- 

tQtvn, Scot*sHall, CIiarle9>towo, and Moor^- 

towo» 
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tpwb» fituated la different partt of the 
iilknd from t|i$ eaftern to the weilem ex« 
tremity. The people of the eaftera townt 
were called Windward Maroona. ^I wUl not 
^^ter into a )5^parate defcriptioa 9C tJM9 
plapesi but fpeak chiefly of Trelawny-towii^ 
«a. being the moft confiderable^ and that 
which will m^e the moft ooQipicuoiia 
figure in the fequel of our hiftory> 

We have feen, that by the treaty m%d« 
with Gudjoe, 1500 acres of land ia the 
papfli of Trelawny were granted to himi^ 
and the body of Maroons under his com« 
ms^nd. On this land ftood the town^ about 
20 miles to the fouth-eaft o£ Montego Bay« 

Let your imagination help me to convey 
you up to immenfe mountains, fucceffively 
towering one above the. other, prefenting 
tangled forefls or immenfe precipices of 
barren rock. The habitations of the Ma- 
roons of Trelawny were fo placed as 
to form two towns, the old and the new 
town, at the diftanco of half a mile froni 

13 each 
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« _ 

ez&h jothen There were but t^oro roads to 
Trelawny-town which were paflkble for 
horfes and mulea, and that with the greateft 
difficulty,'' one road frorii the north-eaff 
through the parifh of St. James's, the othef 
from the north-weft through the parifh of 
Ti'elawny. The former about eight or nind 
miles from Montego Bay, 'at a place called 
John's Hall, becomes fteep, and continues fo 
on the fide of a long mountain for four miles 

Ihrodgh canefields and woods to Kendng- 
ton, whence it runs more even for four 
miles fsirther through woods to a penn^f 
called Vaughansfield, which is at the dif* 
tance of about one mile and a half from the 
fcite pf the old town. For half a mile from 
Vaughansfield the road, now a mere track^ 
leads through ' paftures and a coffee- walk tQ 
the foot of a very fteep hill, which it afcends 
half a mile, then continuing along a clayey 
ridge, having on the left a barren wafte over- 
grown with fern, and on the right ledges 

* A p«nD if a graznig fann. 

of 
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ttf rocks of tibe^ual hdght, it tnteis thd 
Did Town, ihont hklf a ibile farther pOi 

The other road was from Falmouth, the 
principal town of the parifh of Trelawhy, 
from which th^ Marbon town ftood at the 
dillance of about eighteen miles. It is 
for the mod part level and good for about 
fourteen miles^ to Spring- Vale^ whence the 
afcent is very difficult for three miles, or 
more^ the track paffing through two penns 

ealled Chatfworth and Schaw-Gaftlei From 
the latter it rifes vtrj roughly and fuddenly 
on the New Town, or Furry's^ which is 
fituated on a kind of clayey ridge, fimilar to 
that about the Old Town* On the acclirity 
of the mountain^ and on a fcite extremely 
unequal, every where rifing and finking 
abruptlyi the Maroon habitations were 
difpofed without any attention to regu- 
larity; each houfe, for the convenience 
of a floping ground to carry off the floods 
odcalioned by heavy rains, being placed on 
a little ridge or hillock, differing in height 
Vol. L G from 
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from the otherd ; dud betw^n thefe ndgfis^ 
in yariouB dire^ons^ fun gullies^ qt channels^ 

* 

formed by the torrents, in irregular courfes. 
The ispatB oo wMch the houfes wer« eroded, 
bad by degreed loft all the mould with 
which they had been coveifcdy aiid pfe« 
&nted barren eminences of clay* Here 
and there, in patches, where the fureepings 
of the a^es from the houfes had been 
colle£ked, and alfo on the ground below 
their hogfties, which were appurtenances 
to eyery houfe, fome clamps of plantain 
trees, and fmaller vegetables were nomrii&ed 
by the manure* \Thefe produdlive patches^ 
and the houfes, were each furrounded by 
a fence, made of a prickly (hrub, called the 
Finguin, which propagates itfelf with great 
rapidity. The fences, from being nc- 
glefked, had fpread ovfer the different pathd 
left between them, and had narrowed them 
to very fmatl tracks ^ which^ from the 
frequent paffing of cattle, became deep 
fioughs in the rainy feafon, the ftiff mire 

admitting the leg of a man up to the 

middle. 
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Khld^loi" On this account, the Maroons 

had made through each others' inclofttres 

imall foot-paths, in undifcernible windings, 

iwrhich could aot be traced but With di& ^ 

ficqlty, except by themfelves* ^The houfea ^ 

were in general fmall cottages: ^covered *itH 

thatch^ or a long grafs called th? Foxtail'} 

and wer€^ y^hhout .flooring, xhp ^ann4 

within, and m the pia^^s^ ivitb whicti 

tnoft of the hpHie3 were prqyi^ed^ ^}^Q 

trodden with a mixture of afliqs jt^^o;» 

6rm. and compa^ fijbftitncls^ .Sotae hafaita!# 

tions, however, belonging: ; to itheobifift^ 

were roofed wil^ ihingjes, sod ifovjeraUbad 

floqyed rooms, .^cpsding tO:a|dantatioin J 

eftiqiat^, the . Ydim of the hbufe^ rrllglfl 

be ftated at from 40/^ to 70/., aftd a ft^ 

at double theMa^ter fnm* It was on aci 

coimt of the eafe witll which the-Nlarobni 

obtained a proper depth for the^nprigfit 

pofts which they built with, and drove 

four or five fefet into the ground, that they 

chofe the fcite defcribed. 

* 



' 
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The two towns were fimifar in moll 

refpedts: the Old Town was more open 

and extended than the New one. The 

communication between ^th« towns was 

through a very narrow negleded defile, 

or path, half a mile in length, running 

through the wood. The Maroorts, for 

their provifions, cultivated, on fufferance, 

land adjoining to the tra^| conceded to 

them by the treaty/ Of the 1500 acres 

of' which their territoiy cotififted, a third 

was nierely roek, about a hundred acres 

wortb cultivatiiig', and the reft of ir was 

over-run with a fpeciesef fern and Foxtail 

grafs, which krt certain indications of a 

/^ poor foil* Bcfides their ground provifions, 

' the Ma^Qons had : a . flock of cattle ; and 

\ they kept mares, from which they bred 

\ horfes for fale. Thefc fed in the woods, 

\ aad on, neighbouring heaths. 

.The elevated region, on which the fet- 
tlement was eflabliihcd, is cool and healthy. 
The fcite of the New Town commands a 

profpedi 
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ffofypGL in which the charms of the (nh^ 
Hme and of the beautiful are utiited, aod 
prefents lubjeds that would haVe bs^n 
worthy of the Italian pencil in the age of 
Leo, and are worthy of the EngUfli one 
under George IIL Imagine that you have 
rode in a carriage from Montego Bay ta 
John's Hall, that you have mounted and 
wall^ed your horfe up the long afcent to 
Kenfington, that you have trotted through 
inajeftic woods to VaxighanVfield, made 
your way to the Old Town, and fcrambled 
Sirfoot through the defile to the New one ; 
you will iland in need of reft, and I fhall 
therefore let you fleep tillthe next morning. 
The fmoke of the habitations ha£ been 
condenfed by the weight of the night-air, 
and has mingled with the thick and fleecy* 
looking fog rifing from innumerable glades. 
Injure not my defcription by fuffering the 
intrufion of a mifplaced idea of an in^ 
falubrious exhalation. The fog of the 
Weft-India mountains is not unwholefome. 
It collects iQ the courfe of the night, en- 

Q 3 , vrfop^s 
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vddpes MU and vaiteyt q^peaii «t daj* 
^reak in g^odf undiijbtirig moticin to ^<s 
fy« a1»0Ye it^ 9»4 (SuApletiely conoeak all 
that U corers. Being up before cIk iiMi« 
bow wild and pidurefqtie the ibecifiry du^ 
lies before you ! From th£ emiiuxice which 
jrou have gained^ you fee the upper parta 
i>f the towui encompafled by rocky pr&. 
cipices and caves, irregular dunkps of 
plantaia trees int^fperfed throughout tbt 
little inclofures which furround the houfe^ 
and here ^nd there pl^ts of cofiee, caflava) 
And the broad-leafed cocoa. As the mornv* 
ftng advances, the . fog gradually fink% and 
you have before you an oceaa, diverfifieijl 
with a variety of little iflands, broadeacqg 
every minute at the bafe, as they are left by 
a tide which in its ebb difi^pvers, not fands^ 
but the beauties of wooded hills and vales. 
At length the fun is on the. horizon, eva- 
.poration quickens, the remaining mifts ara 
difperfed by the warmth of bis beams^ a^d 
your eye travels oyer an immenfe couotry 
of defcending mouiit^« plumod with W9Q<it 

: -^ catches 
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catcKes the lively fcenery of- fuoceedKag 
plantations, and exteikls fhe (igbt to the 
town on tlie eoaft, to the ocean, to hajt 
and promontories, dimtniChing as they ze^ 
cede, dll it is compelled toreftutlaft on 
Ml uncertain expanfe of fea and iflcy ^-^ 






It is not to be doubted that the climate 
of thefe mountains, which is fieldom lefs 
than ten degrees cooler than the low lands 
of the ifland, the mode of life of the in- 
habitants, the conftant exercife of their 

ft 

limbs in afcending and <kfcending, and 
iheir cuftom of exploring the vaft moun- 
tains and precipices of the interior of the 
country in purfuit of the wild boar, con« 
tributed to produce the ftrength and fymmer 
try^ in which the Maroona^ Trclawny 
Town and Accompong Town, who were 
the fame race of men, &rjss;gd^..l^ 
dther neg rQga..^Lj every defCTlpt ion in Ja- 
maica. In chara^^er, language, and man- ; 
* 

♦ Barracks have been fince creAed on the fcitc of Trc- 
U^wny Toi70y as ^-healthy military ftation. 

G 4 nets, 
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liers, they nearly refeinble4 thofe negroe^i 

on the eftates of \ht planters, that were 

defcende^ from the ffime race of Afrif^QSi 

but difplayed a drilling 4i(tiii£tion ia their 

j^^erfonal appearances being blacker, . taller, 

i and in every refpeft h^ndfpm^r ; for fucl^ 

I of them as had remained in flavery had 

intermixed with Eboe negroes and others, 

imported from countries to the fouthward 

of the coaft of Africa, people of yellow 

complexions, with compreiTed features, and 

thick lips, who were in everv refped iq-! 

ferior to themfelves, 

In their perfon and carriage the Maroons 
were ereA ^nd lofty, indicating a confck 
oufnefs of fuperiority ; vigour appeared 
upon their mufcles, and their motions difr 
played agility. Their eyes were quick, 
wild, and fiery, the white of them appear- 
ing a little reddened; owing, perhaps, tQ 
the greennefs of the wood they buraed id 
their hoiifes, with the fmokc of which it 
ja^ft have be^o a^e&ed. They po£refl*ed 
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IDoft, if iiotall, of the fenfts In a (apciAm 
degree^ They w^re ^cuftpioed, frovm 
habit, to difcQver \n the woods obje^ 
which white people, of the be(^ fight, cottl4 
Bot diftinguifh ; ^nd their hearing was (q 
wonderfully quick, that it enabled them to 
^lude their moft a^lve purfuers ; they w:er9 
feldon^ furprifed* ^They communicated 
Tv^ith oqe another by means oJF horns : and 
i;rhen thefe could fcarcely be hefird by 
pther people, they diftinguifhed the orders 
^ hat th e founds qpovey ed, It is very re* 
markabl^, that the M^roo^s had a particular 
ipall upon the hprn for each individual, by 
whicl( h^ was fummoned from a diftancCf 
,08 eafily as he wpuld have been fpoke^ tp 
\}j name, had he been near# It appears 
wonderful, sA firft, that a (ingle horn (hould 
\ic able to exprefs fqch 2l number of names; 
(>ut, on reflexion, it is not more wonderful 
^han the variety pf chanjges of which a 
dozen bells 9rc fufceptible, or the multi* 

s 

plicity of words that are formed by the 
Cpmbination of twenty*fix letters. Allow- 
ing 
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ing tbat the horn admits a leTs Tariatkm df 
tones than the chimes of twelve bells, it 
has a greater advantage in one rcfpdSt for 
conveying particular ideas, from being 
fcapable of vsffying the duration of found. 
Winch fodls are not ; fo that, befides the 
humerica! combination of monotonous notes, 
h can adopt all the modulation cf con« 
catenated meafure, and the poetical feet 
might be fo aflbciated as to tranfmit a great 
variety of ideas. But to return to the 
'Maroons :*—Jt has been faid that their 
fenfe of fmelling ts oitu/i^ and their taftt 
depraved. With refpefl; to the former, I 
have heard, on the contrary, tbat their 
fcent is extremely prompt, and that they 
have been known to trace parties of run- 
away negroes to a great diftance by the 
\ fmell of their fire- wood ; and as totbe latter, 
they are, like other negroes, fond of favoury 
'difiies, jirked hog, and ringtail pigeons, 
delicacies unknown to an European tabtej; 
but which a Quin himfelf would not h«- 
fitate to name among tbe fiift dsunties of 

the 



cii6 Epicnreaa IHl. i keaw stft wheaot 
t)ie word jiried is deri^ed^ 1)«t it :%Qifie$ 
cutting or fcoring internally the^dh of tbf 
. wild hog, which is then fmoked, and other- 
^ife prepared in a manner that gives it a 
very fine ilavour. The tafte is a Ajofe tMw 
peculiarly dqpeodent u^n Tocial tiabits 
tiian any of the reft; we fooa learn to 
mVi&i the viands agreeable to tbofe a^hout us 
In the earHer part of fife, and 130 eac and 
4rii%k as our parents and frknds do«. Tiie 
'watit of a refined palate tfoxiA n^ jbe finv 
-priiiqg among a fet of ilnqivilized Africams; 
init it would be ^srpiifing ^ fiod thea 
|)referring wine to ruffle wiiea we recdied; 
that they are accuflomed to the latter from 
their infancy, and that they know nothing 
of the former; that fermented liquors are 
iafipid to the palate ufed to daililied ones, 
and that one might as well exped a Loo- 
-doQ dtayman to prefer pale fmail beer to 
browa ftout. I remember c»ce offering a 
^hite man in Jamaica his choice of wine 
0t rum^ haying at the tme no brandy 

8 drawn ; 
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drawn ; he chofe the latter^ with thi$ 
anfwer: " Oh! Sir, any thing that bites 
the throat/' 

The Maroons, in general, fpeak, like 
moft of the other negroes in the ifland, a 
^ peculiar diale<9: of Englifli, corrupted with 
/ African words ; and certainly underfland our 
language fufficiently well to have received 
inftrudlion in it« I cannot be of opinion^ 
that a fincere and fervent endeavour to 
introduce Chriftianity among them would 
have failed. It is true, that a prejth- 
dice in favour of the magic of Obeah 
prevailed among them, as ~ among other 
negroes; but it is no lefs true, th»t the 
inflpence of this prejudice operated di^ 
ferentlyj according to the ftrength of their 
underftanding and experience. The greateft 
dupes to it were the moft ignorant ; and it 
was a generally received opinion, that the 
charm of Obeah could have no power over 
any negro who had been baptized : not but 
that the weaker ones, whether Maroons 

or 
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or, others, dreaded the arts of Obcah cvta 
after baptifm. Minds forming this eflimate 
of Chriftianity, could not but be prepared 
to embrace its foothing do£trines; and it 
mufl: always be lamented that no attempts ^. 
were ever made to introduce our religion / 
among the black people in the colonies.*, 
I mean to refume this fubjedt when I come 
to fpeak of the prefent ftatc of Jamaica ; 
and (hall here only obferve, that the fuper- ^ 
ftition of 'Obeah would have vaniftied 
before the power of Chriftianity, and that 
no other power is' likely to eradicate it. 
The Maroons continued to believe, like 
their forefathers, that Accompong was the 

# * 

God of the Heavens, the creator of all 
things, and a deity of infinite goodnefs: 
but they neither offered facrifices to him, 
nor had any mode of worfhip. 

It is not to be fuppofed that an illiterate 
body of people, among whom ambition 
was unknown, and who fpent their lives 
chiefly in hunting, raifmg "provifions, and 

2 traverfmg 



\ 



( 94 ) 

traverfing the woods in purfult of rut^ 

aways^ would attend to aice regulations 

"'for their internai government* There was 

I Qo public revenue to manage ; no army to 

\ maintain, though the^ whole formed a fiyJi^ 

I tary body^ under appointed officer^: ri^t 

and wrong were fuppofed to be undcr^ 

ftood, wi^out beiag defined. The town 

confiiled of a certain number of families 

! coUe<^ed together ui^dcr a chief; aaid ainoipig 

1 them refided a fuperintendant and fouv 

•■'other white men, ^ appointed by th« 

\ colonial legiflafujre* Subjed to the laws 

made for them in their relative (ituation, ad 

dependent on the government of the ifldn^i 

they were in other refped;s at liberty to purfiiis 

the dilates of their own minds^ and tbe]^ 

confequently followed the cuftoma of their 

fathers. All their difputes were fubjed to 

the determination of their chiefs, to whom 

they looked up with implicit confidence^ 

and whom they ufually obeyed without 

argument. The Superintendant, likewifc, 

took an adive part in adjufting their alter- 

cations. 
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eatioiis^ whick chkfiy tro(e 'ftom'timk 
propenfitf to gammg^ as the^r wotiid plist]|t 
for confiderable fnms of numsf ; and from 
dninkenneft, of which they were freqaeiubp 
gdhy. We have ieen, in the ttieaty witb 
Cudjoe^ the fucceifion of chilefs that were 
then namedy after whom, the power of 
appointment retfimed to the Governor. 
The comoxifilon, accordtngty^ contitiued td 
he filfed up as vacancies occnrred, and the 
{bccefTorsHptls^^t^joe maintained a degree 
of influence and authority eqiial to hia 
own. Tiil the death of Furry,^ who bmtl 
the New Town, and went to refide in it 
with a, certain number of the Maroons, 
they were governed in a very defpodc 
manner by their chiefs and ibme of the 
older captains. The laft of thelie chief Ma- 
roons was named Montague, whom I fliall 
have occafion to mention again, in treating 
of the caufes of the rebellion of 1 795* 

The dutiqs of the Sfnperintendant con** 
fifted in itiaintaioing a friendly corre- 

fpondence 
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^ond6ti^ between the Marbonsr and ihi 
inhabitants of the ifland, preferving peace 
m their fettlcments, preventing the con« 
courfe of flaves in the towds, and fending 
parties out on duty. By hid office he it^as 
empowered fo hold a court tvith four 
Maroons, to try thofe who difobfcyed or^ 
ders, excited or joined in tumuhs^ departed 
frt)in the to^ris without leaVe, or ftaid 
out longer than permitted ; and id stWard 
punifhmedts not estending^xo^life, limb^ 
or trahfportation. He was bound to rtf* 
fide in his town, from which he t^^s 
neVcr to be abfent longer than a fdrtnight^ 
without the Governor's leave; aAd every 
three months he was to make a return, tin 
oath, to the Governor, of the ilumbef 
refiding in his town, how many were able 
to bear arms, how many unfit for dut^j 
the number of women and children, thdif 
increafe or decreafe, the condition of the 
Superintendant's houfe, and the ftate of 
the roads. On failure of his duty, thef 
Superintendant was fubjeiSt to a court- 

martial^ 
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ttaifiai^ aiid liable to be bqoke. Theire 
^Mtt a Soperintendaiit m ea<ih towii^ h^yifig 
lal ialaxy of 200/;, dnd he hj^'Undet him 
four white men at 60/. a-year eatli.^ 

A&et the treaty with Cudjoe^ tfa^ Ma^ 
roont became the fulijeA of fucceflive laws^ 
^xxb&S£a% of regulations refpae&ing run** 
9Wa}r% tnab, puhifhrneDts^ making roadS|. 
smd .ft vtfiety of nunute affabrs. Being care« \ 
Ufe whether they brought ia a ruianaway \ 
^^»: or cmly.hb head^ a kfv ^a$ pafied^ 
wkb great policy, iallowingy befid^ the ufual 
»ewani^ n^ilfi^money for orery run<^aw^ pro*, 
dmaed alive.^ lavc^gling {Laves and harbouring 
nmawiys, were puni{hable by tranfporta^ 
ttOii; tha(t is, the offetuler^Aras fold to foreign^ 
eca' on tHiher ifiands^ or do- thr eontiaent 
ef v4>aeru:a« Though a concourfe of], ilaves 
iisy their, towns was farbiilden,:the^Maroon& 
Rdghtiiaye dances among tfaemiel^es ,when-« 
esrerthey^^pleafed, and, provided t^e dance 
wexie iuthedayt-time, with a fmall iraxiiber oj^ 
i^wesi: They weie no( to quit their itown 
"^VoL. I. H without 
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vrithout leave ; and^ if they ftaid fevai day* ^ 
bieyond the time allowed thenii they were 
liable to be taken up and fent home for 
trial. They were not permitted to pur^ 
chafe or poflefs flavee. No party in pur« 
fuit of run^aways was to confift of more 
than twelve men^ including officers^ except 
Gti particular occafions ; or to go without 
written orders from the Superintendant ; 
nor were the party to remain out more 
than twenty days. No Maroons were to 
be employed by any white perfon without 
a written agreement ; and debts due to or 
from them were to be determined by two 
magtftrates in a fummary way* Thdr 
perfons were prote£ked from whippings or 
dther ill-treatment. They were bound t# 
repsur the roads leading to their town ooc9 
apyear, on being ordered by the Super* 
tntendant, for which they were to be paid; 
Lafily^ there was a law which^ in cott« 
fideration of thdr increafing populatioa, 
gave them the liberty of relinquiihing their 

righta as Maroonsi and relidiog ia aojr 

other 
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UAdt part of the iflabd except tte Nkroon 
towns, no longer fu]bje& to the Super* 
ifltendant) but enjoying the privileges c^ 
firee people* In vrhich cafe they Were a 
bound to enltft in the mi^tia. 

To ibtbe ot thefe laws very little atten-«\ 
toon was paid^ TJbe Maroons bought Haves } 
Without any notice being taken of it, Partiea 
of thedA Were fufiered to wander about the 
Uland, and many of them formed tem« 
pbrary Connexions with the female ilavea 
on the different plantatiops in the countryi. 
Whole families of them left their towns, 
and were permitted to eKUbliih themlelvei 
on the back fettlements of the planters, 
without complying with the forms required 
by the kw refpeding fuch removals, from 
which confequences refulted which we (hall 
hareafter have to obferve. From the ne» 
gle& of this lawt it is evident that it was 
not pafled with a view of encoumging the 
Maxoolis to difperfe and lofe the exiftence 
of A diftinft community^ which it has 

H « been 
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been imagined would have been benefic&t)^ 
to the iflarid*, but merely to gii^ecthetii^ 
ro6m, their litnita becoming uneqoitt i6^ 
their ' increafe. -Whether their exterihiiia- 
tion, as a diftind body, would Ha^beeir 
beneficial, is highly problematical.. The 
war of 1 795 would not . have taken ptace ; 
_^ biit who can fay what other communities 

. of the flaves might have been formed in 

• ■ - fc 

^ the woods and mountains, and what other 

,^' wars might have been the confequehce: 

It is very probable that aflemblages of 

fugitives would have been formed in the 

woody and. almoft inacceflible retreats of 

' ' ■ . ' * f* 

the country, had it not been for the fre- 

^uent fcowcring of the woods by the 

. Maroons, in fearch of i^un-»away negroes. 

Thefe afTemblages. would in time have 

formed new Maroon bodies, as difEcuIt 
•• * " " ^ 

to /be fubdued as the former; and fo far 

ftiore dangerous than the original M^roon^ 

were in their outfer, that tfrtir connexion 

with the flavea would have been^ jiaort 

* Edwards. 

* ' ^ * general. 
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gcseAil. it .'ir Tery'wefi laad«nl,«'>tlltf:. 
90t«vtthlljuu&ig'die>vil^«iiQr~aBd a^rity 
widi which, fiig^dves were paiiued'bf tbe 
MarooQSi f fmall bcidy of tbem did afibulty - 

tliey bad xaifed huts, and made^pcfMrifioo^ 
^uiuJs» pn which foQie had lived for upv, 
wards of twenty years. This bod^^ called j 
the Congo Settlement, was difcoYejed io. ^e 
late war by a party of Maroons cfofling^. 
the country, and was dilperfed, fome of^ 
the negroes returning to the eflates to \ 
which they formerly belonged, and others . 
furrendering with the Maroons at the ter-* ; 
inination of the wan 

* • » • , . 

That the Maroons had proved .themfelves 

a ufeftil body^ cannot be denied, fiefides ; 
their utility in preventing aflemblages of 
fugitives, they had been a^ive in the ' 
fuppreflion of rebellions ; in which it was 
affirmed by pqe of their SHperiQtendants % 
of whofe charader you will prefently hear 

• Major Jamet* 

H 3 more. 
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l&fttey^tilwt liiey flood ibrth mth a detefs^' 
milled fptrk s^adnft the infurgents ; and in 
Ae confli^s of the year i 760, loft feveraf 
pf their people. In the year 1766 they 
tvere fu) lefi ad:ive, a$'I have been aflure4' 
by i gentleman who was ah eyerwitnefs 
of their fervice*. having: bfca one of a 
party that ^ent againft a body qf Coro- 
I inantee$, who had taken arms in the parifh^ 
/ of Wcftmorcland, maffacring ail the white 

I people they met with, A fhort engage- 
• xnent took pUce in the mountains: and 
the rebels, imagining th^ party, fome of 
whom were covered by the trees, much 
larger than it was, retreated farther into 
the woods. Their aflailants having endured 
cxceffive fatigue, were unablf ^o.purfue 

them, but happened to fall in wi^h a body 
of Maroons, who being hog-hunting in the 
vicinity, had not heard of the infurjeftion^ 
They were foon ' colle£ted, and being ap^ 
|)rifed of the danger that threatened thQ 

* Mr. Quarrelly the gentleman B%ded to in the preface, 
and to whom thefe letters are dedicated. 

countrr. 
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mmnttf^ baftooed umard& the fpoi: wHer« 
t^ engngemQot bad taken place^ fell in 
^th the party who had. come out againft 
ibe rebels, and found tbem fo e^haulled 
and crippled by their forced marches through 
the woods, that all they could. do was. to 
ihew the Maroons the track the rebels bd4 
taken in their retreat. They went forward \ 
with the greateft alacrity,, and before fun- • 

fet killed and took two- thirds, of the 

» ■* • • 

number of the negroes, i and difperfed the 
reft, whom in the cpurfe of a few days 
mofe they brought in. The conduit of 
the Maroons was highly applauded by the 
Commander* of the little party, and he _ 
and his followers received the thanks of 
the Houfe of AiTembly* On fllghter occa^ 
fions likewife, when fmall bodies of flaves 
h^v^ committed outrages, the Maroons ex^ 
erted themfelves fuceefsfully; and it is bitf 

common juftice to iay, that; they were ever .. 
ready to fupport the Government whenever ^ 
4^ ^asj ncceffary. They affembl^d for the 

^ Mr* Goodnr^ 

I H4 purpofe 
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patptCc t$ afliiHag to iftptA ^b Snv«ita»!Bf 
the ifland) which in (ht years 1 779 and « 784^ 
was threatened by th^ Count iyClbmg,^v«lr6 
was presented try Admired Rodqdy^^ei 

torming a juni^on of the F^nch with iftfe 

* » ' ■ 

'Spani(h forces colleified at St. Domingo 
for a deicent on Jam?uca* Prejudite frci? 
quently w^s truth i^idthout iitf ention^ and 
c^veo without knowing that it lloes fo : 
I therefore the more readily' record t|ie(e 
fa(3s, as they ihow that the Maroons^ 
however culpable in their rcbelKon, or 
however true the ftories refpe^iog the 
ferocity and backw^rdnefs of fome tribes 
of theca, were, in geqeral, of ttfe tp,the 
inhabitants of the ifland, and jprom|pt in, 
their fervices oi^ public occafions. 

Agriculture among the Maroons was ^ 
very fimple fcience. They had fewwahts, 
and the fupply of thofe required iieirher great 
knowledge nor much labour. They placedi 
a confiderable dependence x>n hunting, and 

pn their rewards for taking fugitives j but 
. : " they 



thejr didt iwt Iboefdte bntkely ticgled thi 
cultivation o£ )an4f aiid. w^t^ by no mekas 
fo averfe to the toil it demands, as they 
.ba>» t)ec^a nprefeoted. -' Matty: of • tlem 
were ne^igent of the iD£^re;certaittinddes 
of labour, for they ; were ftrangew tb the • 
paiEops which ftimula^e fupcfEiiiOtts ia>- 
xluftry ; .> but 4ione coi^Id . b^ . faid to J^ 
Indoleiifr, for their Jiyes w^rc/paflfed ia 
unufu.4l Derfpjial exertions, which> as . I 
before obferved, conduced to theic ftrengjh 
and fymraetry. A provident .difpofitipp^ 
however, was fpreadin^ itCelf among them; 
they began, to feel the advantag.es afforded 
by money, and large parties of them,, of . 
their own accord, frequently hired them^ 
felves to the planters and new fettlers, tp 
clear and plant large trafts of land for . 
jcertain, Wages*; aud feveral families of 
them, as I have already obferved, fettled 

* This may appear favourable to the (yftem propofcd, 
of ctiltTvating Triniflad with iree negroes; but let it be 
xitcoUeded, that the Maroons were % fmaS body* and that 
power remamcd with the whites^ which in a gcneraj fre):doni 
^uld not be the cafe. * 

b7 
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by fuffenmce on back knds wiiSdi tlity 
cultivated for themfelves. 

Thdr pradfioQ-gfounds confifted of a 
confiderable trad of unequal laod, from 
li^hich was produced a ftock not only fu£> 
£cient for their own ufe^ but fo fuper* 
abundant as to eniable them to fupply 
the neighbouring fettlements. Plantainy 
Indian com or maize, yams, cocoas, toyau8,r 
and in fiiort all the nutritious roots that 
thrive in tropic foils, were cultivated in 
their grounds. In their gardens grew mod 
of the culinary vegetables^ and they were 
pot withoyt fome fine fruits : for though 
to thefe, in general, the foil of their moun- 
tains was unfavourable, being either moiit 
or clayey, yet they had fome valuable 
fruit-trees, among which the Avocado, or 
A1Iigator*pear, ranked foremoft. Manunees, 
and other wild but delicious fruits, were 
at their ha^d, and pine*apples grew ii) 
their hedges. They bred cattle and hqgs^ 
and raifed a great quantity of fowls, Whea 

to 
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fo liu8 domeftlc provlfion of good and 
vrholefome food, we add the luxuries 
a^Drded by the woods, the wild boar, 
nng-4:all pigeons, ai)d other wild birds, and 
(he Iand*crab| which fome efteem the 
greateft dainty in the Weft Indies, we 
may doubt whether the palate of Apicius 
would not have received higher gratifica«» 
tfon in Tcelawny Town than at Rome. 

It has been £iid, that the Maroons let 
their proTifioo-^grou^ds, both thpie belongs 
ing to themfelvetf and thofe they held on 
fufFerance, go to ruin, and trefpafled on 

the proyifion^grounds of the fettlers in the 
mountains. I am informed that the fa^ 
was otherwife : that thofe of the fettlet* 
were often infufficient, their negroes being 
employed in different labour, and that \ 
they purchafed the fuperabundance of the j 
Maroons. Their grounds, after the con^ 
was cut down, might, fpr a length of time, 
appear to the eye in a ruinous ftate; wJiile 
under ^he furface a large ftock of nutritive 

JO roots 



ifoot$ 'were growidg to matarkjf^ Tiie&r 
roots were their fureft fupport at the 
period when a fcarcity wa9 mod to bie ap-^ 
prehended>.a&er a loog^continued fucceC* 
fion of dry wcathcyr. In .th« courfe of 
time thefe patches of land were cleai*cd and 
fcplanted, and they again graduaUj aflunxed 
the appearajice of being negle^ed j it is no 
won4er, ,tlierefpre, that the eye of a cafua) 
vifitor fhould have been deceived, and 
that he Should have b^en led to declare, 
•^ thatjhe perceived no veftige of culture:'* 
but I cannot fo well account for his aiTert^ 

• * 

ing, " that the Maroons fuppHed them- 
felves from the plantations of the whites 
by purchafe or theft*/' as 1 have the heft 
authority for what I have affirmed refped'- 
ing thie fuperabundance difpofed of by .the 
people of Trelawny Town^ 

The women chiefly were employed la 
the cultivation of their grounds ; but this 
4hey did not account an impofition upon 

them 



dmn by the mem We are 3iot' to imag^n^ 
diat. what would be real.craelty in a.refinc<l 
ftaCe of fociety, is kruelty, or even hardr> 
fliip^. in^ a rrough • and unpolUhed people/ 
among whan;i reveiy lindividual depciids: 
tt^a his^ ty^vn '^:Keitii>ii*8 for his fupport^ 

. • - 

hi what cotintry on the globt ii^ Hi that ii» 

ihe clafe of lAankitid^tlobmed to libdti?f 
We fliall nof find' ttftes, the women of 
which • participate the? -toils- of the mfeh? 
Is it l4aht^ ? • Is It England ? If the • Maq 
roott' woifleh -were eriiployed in- buritiwg 
ttiees'afid tn'tiUage^, the men, befideis hunt-^ 
Ki'g afld purfuiftg mrii^WTCays^ were employe 
•d in^ fencings the grounds, building and 
repabflnglfioufes; atteniiing to their cittlQ 
and looT&^i of which they had .about 2Q0 
Iijtad, and' carrying on their: petty cooa* 
fsuhce. :: They wore none of them me* 
eba^ics^: all their knowledgie of that.kin^ 
was ednBned ta tb^^^n of ^ro^i^g a houie> 
and repairing a gun. ,:.,,. 

I . Thckv.tsaflk confided io . iht: dilfipfal 
4)f thcin^reofTcLof their jtpck of AH.kic(d^ 
^^'^s^ S their 



their jirked hog» and fuperfluous ^ron^ 
ilodSy whibh enabled them to purchafe 
oth^r commodities, and to put money by* 
They made a confiderable profit by tnanu^ 
fadiuring tobacco. They bought the leaf of 
the plant on the eftates within the diftanee 
of twenty or thirty miles, which their wo^ 
men and children aflifted them in carrying 
home, each loaded with a weight propor* 
doned to the ftrength of the carrier. The 
purchafe was put into bags, which were 
made by knitting the fibres of the trumpet^ 
tree and mahoe bark, the ends of which were 
contraded into a bandage that went round 
the fore-head, and ferved as a ftay to th$t 
load, which refted on the back. The leaves 
were dried and prepared for ufe by the 
men, who twlft^ them into a kind of 
rope, of about the third of an inch in ^« 
meter, which they rolled up in balls, and 
carried out in the fame manner to the di£» 
ferent eftates for fale. 

The Maroon mamagei, or coatrads c£ 

cohabitatioa, were attended with no relU 

giout 
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fpaus m juridical ceremonies ; the confen^ 
of the jiromaii to live with the maa being 
ittfficient. That being obtaioed, gifts oC 
clothes and trinkets were made to the 
bride; and frequently the bridegroom re- 
ceived prefents of hogs, fowls, sand otiiet 
things, from the relations of the woma% 
to whom, in cafe of a feparation, they wero 
to be leturned. A plurality of wives wias 
alkxwed. A man might have as many as 
lie could saaintain $ but very few had 
more than two, and moft of them confi^ied 
themfiflves to one«. It was very expenfive 
tahave feveral wives; for the huiband, on 
making ^ prefent to one, was obliged tp 
jQake an equal gift to each of the others* 
Each wife lived in turn with her huibaad 
pKTO days, during which time the others 
iPlltivated their grounds, or carried their 
provifioqs to market: the property of ^ch 
was diftio^ from that of the others, but. 
the huiband ihared with all. The children 
of the different women were to be noticed 
by their father only oa.tbe days when their 

refpeSive 
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fefpedive tnothers fbjourned widi hiidi 
A breach of this decorum would hate in^ 
iflamed the injured mother with jtaloufy^ 
k paiOoti, however^ la every refpedl con^ 
fined to the temporary dame, fot fb the 
outers alt the extra--galkiitfy of tlie tnait 
ulraa a msttt^r of indifierence. ' If the meit 
ibmetimes behaved wkh toKatity to theif 
wivei or diildien, it was generaUy the tffeGt 
ef intoxicatioQ. It b|b beea aflertedi^ that 
they regarded thdr wiiviea as ii> many beaftt 
of burden, and fek no more concern at iki 
loft of one of them, than a white planter 
woukt have felt at the lo6 of a bullock *i*' 
Without faying how far this obfervation 
may be applicable to other people, I will 
here intrdduce an anecdote, though rather 
out of time, which will elucidate the p6in& 
In die courfe of an attempt that was made 
to ddnvert the Maroons to <Ilhriftianity^ 
which wHl appear in ks proper place, 
polygamy was conddered^^ and the Maroon 
told that as a Chfiftiani he could not have 

• Edwaids* 

mote 
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fiiore than one wife« Having been attached 
td two for fome time^ and having children 
by ^h— ** Tofs Mafia Governor/* faid 
he, ** top lilly bit — ^you fay mc mus forfake 
my wife."— **Only one ofthem."-—" Which 
dat one? Jefus Chrift fay fe? Gar a'mighty 
fay fo? No, -no, maifla; Gar a'mighfty good; ' 
he no tdl fomebody he mud forfake him^ 
wife and children, Sonvebody no wicked ) 
for fbrffrke him wife 1 No, maJla, dis here J 
talk no do for we."*— In xjther language 

ftiM : " Stay, Sir," faid tht Marton, " ftay 
a little. Tou tell me that I otiufl: fcnfake 

» • 

my wife.'*— « Only -one of them,^— « And 
which (hall that be ? Does Jefus Chrift fay , 

t 

fo? Does God fay fo? No, no, Sir; God is i 

good, * and allows no one to forfake his \ 

wife and children. He who forfakes hisf 
wife muft be a wicked man. This is a \ 
dodrine. Sir, not fuited to nt *. "^ ; 

* No reader of common nnderftanding will fee in thit 
"any argument againft the converfion of the negroes tft 
Chriflianity. h mmft take place gradnallj ; end I tneaa 
when I come to that head, to (hew that the work may be 
beft attempted iirft among tfaeMaroons remaining in Jamaica. 

Vol. I. I How- 
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However, thefe people were certainly 
in a ftate far removed from civilization, 
and I do not doiibt that their p^onsr 

might have occafionally inftigated them ta 
violences that were favage : yet that at any 
time they would kill their children by 
dafhing them againft rocks *, I cannot but 
think an aflertion without, proof. The 
murderer would have been brought to con- 
dign punifhment by the Superintendant; 
^ho, fo far from thinking it prudent to. 
keep his diftance, would have inftantly 
feized the wretch. I fpeak particularly of 
Trelawney Town, the Superintendant of 
which had been long refident there, and 
whofe charader, we ihall prefently fee, 
fully refutes the charge of a daftardly pru- 
dence* "^ 

Inftances of revenge arifing from jea- 
loufy feldom occurred among the Maroons. 
Like their African progenitors, they parted 
•with their wives for incontinency, without 

infliding 
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hifiiding feverer puniQiments. In Africa^ 
the men had the power of felling the 
adu)trefs. The younger females were not 
generally votreffes of Diana. When a girl 
Was of an age to become a wife, the parents 
killed a hog, and made a feaft, to which 
the neighbours were invited. Plenty of 
good things were provided ; nor was rum 
ipared by the elders, while the younger 
people danced. Each of the party put a 
fmall piece of money in the girl's mouth, 
generally a quarter of a dollar, but the 
parents' piece was frequently gold. Al- 
though this feaft was intended by the 
famify as a (ignal to the young men for 
making an offer, the girl herfelf ufually 
preferred a fiate of celibacy for fom^ years 
after it was publicly known that Jbc had 
killed bag. ^ 

When gentlemen through curiofity vifited 
tlie town, which was very rarely the cafe, 
they were hofpit;ably and refpedfully en- 
tertained. The vifitors could act expe^ 

I 2 to 
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to meet in the houfes with fuch convenient 
articles of furniture as {hey were accuftomed 
to at home. Some of the principal mea 
furniflied a table with a clean damafk clothe 
on which they placed the various d^intiM 
I have already mentioned* Several fnoall 
articles of filrer plate w^re u(ed. Some- 
times they produced malt liquor and vfin^^ 
and always rum. Wlliile th^ eompaay 
were at dinner^ the Captaio, or whoever 
might be the entertainer, appeared in hia 
beft cloaths : if a Chiefs he wore a kind 
of regimentak, perhaps fome old military 
coat finely laced, v^hich had been given 
to him by a gentleman whofe name he 
had aflumed ^ : with this he wore a ruffled 
Ihitt, linen waiftco^t and trowf^rs, «nd a 
laced hat. H? did not prefume to eat 
with his company, or to (it at the table 
with them, but took his feat at a refpedful 

* The Maroon names would appear extraordinary to a 
ttader ignorant of the Maroon cuftom of adopting the 
names of the gentlemen of the ifland. It was unfverCallf 
pradilipd 9mwg, them. 

diftance, 
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diilaneey and converfed occailonally on 
being addreffed. The beds with which 
they provided their gueils were not of 
feathers, but of wholefome, fine picked 
corn-trafh, with clean fheets. There was 
feldom pccafion for mufquito nets, the 
houfes being very rarely infefted with thofc 
yenomous gnats that prove fuch pefts ia 
the lowlands. The Maroons produced 
candles for the ufe of their vifitors, but at 
other times a large fire at the door fufEced 
them for light. They are accufed of a 
practice of,proftituting their daughters by 
force to their guefts, but the fad is, that • 
compulfion was not neceflary ; aod if ever 
it was ufed, would their more civilized 
vifitora be exempt from a fliare of Ac 
crime ? Would not fuch an ad of Wanton i 

brutality redound infinitely more Upon them, i 
than upon thofe who were confidered fo \ 
much their inferior in every refped? But 
thus it is, that when mea are intent on 
arguments to depreciate a caufe, they run 
beyond their objed, and. prove too much 
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for the fide they maintain. Let me not 

commit the fame fault : I am not the apo-^ 

logift of this body of people; it is to be 

regretted that among them, as among other 

negroes, the young women had no fcruplcs 

in offering them fel vies, to ^hite men in 

order to procure drefs and finery, aUhough 

they were naturally attached to lovers of 

their own complexion, who participated 

their favours, even when kept by the 

former in a fliate of eafe and comparative 

fplendour. Would I could fay that the 

fliocking offers with which thefe bfacfc 

fathers are charged, were confined to their 

complexion ! Would to God I could fay, 

« < 

that in religion and in morals, a great 
example waa fct by tbofe w^io boafl a faic 
ikin, and pafs witl^ the title of Chriflians ! 

The funerals of the Maroons were 
much the fame as thofe of other negroes. 
De.iths were not more frequent among 
them than elfewhere, although they feldom 
had' recourfe to the aid of medicine. Not 

th4t 
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that they were averfe to it ; for, if an op- 
portunity offered, they readily applied to 
the plantation dodiors, and fometimes they 
took fimple herbs prefcribed to them by 
their old women. It was their cuftom to 
fing over their *dead previous to burial; 
and, inclofing the body in a wooden coffin, 
they interred it in fome part of their in- 
clofure. 

I have already given you a defcription 
of their mode of carrying on war, and of 
the nature of their cockpits, which it was 
neceflary for me to do, to enable you to 
underftand the conteft maintained with the 
original Maroons under Cudjoe: I have 
therefore, before I conclude, to recall to 
your mind that, in the courfe of this letter, 
I have principally had in view the people 
of Trelawney Town ; that body, of whofe 
rebellion I mean to give you lomc account 
in my next,. The difference between the 
inhabitants of the various towns is not 
very great. Thofe of the windward, or 

1 4 eaflera 
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eaftern part of the iflaud are rather more 
civilizecL Thofe of Accompopg are ii^ 
every refpefl: the fam? as the people of 
TrelavHiey Town, beiftg oiJy a part of 
them who had followed Accompong, the 
brother of Cudjoey to fettle ia ihe towxi 
called after him. But neither the Acjcom* 
pongs, nor any other of the Maroon bodies^ 
could be induced to join in the rebellioQ 
of thofe of Trelawney Town, Oa the 
traryi they condemned it feVerely,' and 
inanifefted their difpleafure at it by re-^ 
viling the tnefTengers that had been fent to 
them* 

/ In clofing this Letter,, let me obfervc, 
that the population of the Maroons in 
general had rapidly ipcr^^fcd. The num- 
ber that furrendered. in the years 5738 
and 1759 did not amount to 600 ; in 1770 
they confifted of 885, men, women and 
children; in the year 1773 they were 
1028 ; and in the year 1788 had increaf(?(i 
(p ?ibout 1400^ 
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LETTER V. 

Cauftstfthe Maroon War. -"^Previous Oceurrences^^'^De* 

fcription and CbaraBer of Major John James. — Old 

Montague. "^Major James negleBs the Office ofSuperin* 

, tendant, — Superfeded by Captain Cra/kelL — Infubordinom 
ism of the Maroons. — Hopes placed on Lord BaJcarres.^^ 
Crajkell driven from the Maroon' Tow n.^^The Punt/b^ 
ptent o/Ttvo Maroons by tie Hand of a Slave, '-^Infoleni 
Letter from the Maroons totbeMagiftratesofSt.Jame^s* 
t — The Trelawney Militia proceed towards the Maroon 
Town. — Smithes Mejfage. — Mediators go up to the 
Town. — Their Reception and Proceedings. ^-^The Sefult 
pf the Meeting. — Senfaiion produced in the Capital.^^ 
Opinions refpeBing an immediate jlcfommodation.—^ 
Peaceable Difpofition manifejled by the Maroons. — Their 
Humiliation and Submiffion. — The Militia difchargedf 
Qftd RegularJi recalled^-f^^b/ervations* ^ 

W E are now to enter upon that portioa 
of our fubjedt with which you have been 
fo much interefted ia converfation, and 
with which the public are little acquainted, 
iaithough it was much talked of at the 

Ume, and employed the pen of a gentle- 
man 
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man who was undoubtedly an able write* 
on Weft Indian affahrs. I refped the mo- 
tives of his publication relative to the 
Maroon war of 1795 in the iiland of 
Jamaica: but certainly the relation I am 
about to give of that war, will be found to 
differ greatly from his account of it ; and 
I truft that the minute manner in which 
I (hall treat the occurrences of that period, 
will prove fuflSciently interefting not only 
to you, my friend, but to all who may 
take thefe Letters up in the form of a 
book, to render the detail not tedious* 

Although wars be neceflarily attended 
with horror ; yet the account of them 
affords, in the perufal of truth, a pleafurc 
fimilar to that of a wcU-toId tale ; expe£ka« 
tion is kept alive by uncertainty, and by 
the intenft we naturally take in the fate 
of contending parties, in the efforts of 
courage, and in the exercife of talents. 
Some may be inclined to think a Maroon 
infurredlion a petty warfare of unlkilful 
negroes } but I believe that the officers 

vrbQ 



*irho ferved In this campaign will allow that 
thje events of it, and the tallies oppofed 
to them, if not fo grand as thofe that fill 
the Grecian and Roman pages of hiftory, 
were at leaft as fingular ind embarrafling 
as any that were prefented to the mind by 
the enormous armies that, about the fame 
time, extended from one end of liurope to 
the other, A fmall body of negroes defied 
the choiceft troops of one of the greateft \ 
{nations in the world, kept an extenfive 
country in alarm, and were at length 
brought to furrender, only by means of a 
fub mention ft ill more extraordinary thaa 
jthan their own mode of warfare* / 

The caufes of the Maroon infurre£lIon 
jire to be fought in events and objedU 
more remote and more ferious than the 
pccurrence which immediatety preceded 
|:heir taking up arms. That occurrence 
will be ftated in its proper place; but I 
ihall firft trace the real fources of that un- 
fortunate war, and fliow the progrefs of 

the 
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the fpirit that led to it. I fay unfortunate 
war, not on account of the immediate liTuc 
of it, which, it is well known, was favour* 
able to the colony, but on account of the 
lofs of the worthy and gallant men that fell 
in it, and of the remoter confequences of 
it to a body of people who, however efta- 
blifhed in the country^ or defedive in 
civilization, had rendered fervices to the 
colonifts, to whom they had been, in fome 
reijpeds^, a ufeful people for a long feries 
of years. 

Little attention had been paid to the 
fpirit of the treaties made on the {uECender 
of the Marofina^in the years 1738 and 
1739. They had beenr.fuflfered to indulge 
in idle excurfions through the country, in 
fmall parties,, without their officers or any 
refponfible man^ under the various pretexts 
of feeking for run-away flaves, trading in 
tobacco, and vending the produdls of their 
hunting and fowling. Opportunities were 
thus afforded them of having an intercourfe 

with 
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tvith the flftves; among whom they fre- 
quently formed temporary connexions with 
the tt'omen, and of courfd had children on 
ibme of the planters eftates in a date of 
Slavery* . It ihould feein nataral, that a free 
negro would wifh to place his o^pring 
in a fitmtion fimilar to his own : but little 
was to be apprehended on this account ; 
for it 18 2| fa(^ which' will appearj|pcredible 
to thofe who are unacquainted with the 
character and difpoAtion of negroes, that 
th^y rarely felt any fuch deiire in favour 
of their children ; but notwithflranding this, 
the influence of women over them^ as over 
nxore civilized people, being very great, it 
is evident that one part of the duty of a 
Maroon was likely to be countera£ted« He f 
who conae^ed himfelf with a woman whofe/ 
fe^other, filter, or other relations, were fu-| 
gitives, would probably be tempted to re* 
mit his purfuit of them, and even to favour 
their concealment. This was found to 
have been the cafe in fome inftances, and 
It is^ wonderful that it did not happen more 

12 . fre- 
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frequently. Tfie general animofity hetvfrien 
the Maroons and theflaves, refulting from 
the ojSlce of the former in apprehending 
the latter, (an office which it was their 
intereft to perform,) had been invariably 
maintained from the time of their treaty ; 
yet ftill it is furprifing that the intercourfc 
mentioned, did not in half a century ex- 
tinguifh ^at animofity, and, by uniting 
their aflfeoions, place the fugitive in fafety. 
But whether owing to the fuperior in- 
fluence of the Maroon women, to the love 
of gain, to their thinking more highly 
of themfelves, and knowing that the flaves 
confidered them as their fuperiors, or 
whatever caufe ; certain it is, that however 
love might occafionally exert his power, 
a general fpirit of amity never took rife 
among them, and as diflind^ bodies they 
remained the moft determined foes. 

m 

It was a fortunate circumflance that thQ 
Maroons, valuing the freedom they poffeiTed 
themfelveS) were totally indifferent ta that 

of 
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t)f their children born flaves, whofe fitua- 
tion as to comfort and happinefs they 
conddered equal to their own ; for had the 
natural affe£tion been as powerful in thefe 
tafes as in others, there is ho knowing to j 

t 

what lengths it might have carried them^ i 
But in this: deficiency of nature they are 
not Angular; for, as I have before told 
you, the white people on efta|;ps have as I 
many fable wives as they pleafe, and change 
them as often as they pleafe; and thcM 
are few properties in the Weft Indies on 
which families of mulattoes have not been 
left by each fucceeding overfeer and book- 
keeper. A father parts for life with his 
child, whom in its very birth he configns 
to llavery, with as much indifFerence as 
swith his old fhoes. 

But although the finer feelings had pro* 
duced no efifed: on the Maroons, indulgence 
ia wandering from place to place had 
among many of them gradually induced 
Jhabits of idlenefs, which it was- the intereft 

lo of 
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of the ifland to check by ftri£k mcafurcs, 
and by enforcing a rigid adherence to the 
^irit of the treaties* The neceffity of this 
was at length obferved, but perhaps too 
late ; and fome laws, which I have men- 
tioned in the preceding letter, were enabled 
refpei^ing the Maroons. Such were the 
remote caufes of the Maroon infubordina* 
tion, and J. fhall prefently detail the more 
immediate ones ; but firfl let me ftate, that 
from the time the Maroons were eftabliihed 
as a free body, no difpute had arifen with 
them till the year. 1773, when, fome fur- 
veyors being employed to mark the lines 
of the adjoining patents, or grants of crown- 
lands, for the purpofe of determining the 
boundaries of their 1500 acres conceded 
by treaty to them, they took alarm, fup- 
pofing an encroachment to be made on~ 
their territory, and threatened the fur- 
Teyors. They proceeded however to no 
outrage, but applied to their Superintendant 
to write to fome gentlemen in whom they 
had confidence, to come and fee juftice 

done 
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done to them. Thofe gentlemen imme-^ 
diately went to them, and remained in their 
town till the matter was juftly and fatis- 
fadlorily fettled. From that period no new 
altercation took place till the year I795*» 

As 

^ * In April 1774, a party of windward Maroons, headed 
by Captain Davy, Chief of Scots Hall, with Captain Bennet 
Smith and the Rangers, after fcouring the heights oF Hell- 
fhire, ia the f^arifh of St. Catherine, in fcarch of run-aways, 
embarked in boats to fearch Pigecn-Ifland and the Keys oiF 
'Old Harbour. While there, the ^far6on« impreffed, frpm 
Ivhat caufe is uncertain, with an apprehenfion that a plan 
Vrzs in agitation to carry them off the i^and, but perhaps 
inflamed by liquoi" ; and finding ten or twelve fail of mer- 
chantmen lying in the harbour within the Keys, landed 
at the wharf of a gentleman named Thompfon, and in a 
moft outrageous manner cut and maimed on^ of his n^*^ 
groes, who being at work upon the wharf challenged as a 
run-away, and afked who was his mafler, had anfwered 
that he (hould not tell, but that ^ there was his mafter^ 
pointing to Mr. Thompfon, a little way off m his Piazza. 
An outcry being raifed on this outrageous a£^ of .Captain 
Davy's, a captain of a fhip Handing near, calling out to 
Mr. Thompfon that the Maroons were killing; his negro, 
he ran to the wharf. In a ftruggle between Davy and onq 
of the mafters of the merchantmen, Davy's gun flipt dowii^ 
which Mr. Thompfon fecured i and on Davy's flight, and 
not returning when called to, Mr. Thompfon, to intimidate 
him, fired the gun over bis head. On tbis^ Sam Grant, 
Vat. U K a Charlei 
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As the chief immediate caufe of the 
Maroon rebellion hinged on the efteem and 



a Charles Town Maroon, runnmg ont of a houfe, fired at 
Mr. Thompfon, who was faved by a negro that accidentally 
ftept in between them, and was fhot dead. Sam Grant 
immediately ran up the road, reloading his piece as he 
went, calling out for an abfconded and fecreted Maroon 
named Mac Guire. All this happetied in Hght of the 
people in the few fcattered houfes at this place, and a 
company of foldiers ftationed there, pad whom Grant flew, 
followed by a mulatto boy, calling out ** murder, ftop- 
him." In this mm\ner Grant was purfued for a mue, when 
Captain Townfhend, of a Briftol fhip, an adlive young man> 
from a houfc. above, crofled the road with a loaded whip to* 
flop Grant, whom he faw endeavouring to efcape. The- ^ 
Maroon defired him xm let him pafs, faying, •* I don't want 
to hurt you." This being refufed, the latter, with his 
gun refling upon his arm bent, diTcharged it, and killed- 
Captain Townlhend upon the fpot. Grant efcaped to 
Scots Hall, where on a trial held on him by the Maroons 
there, he was declared guilty, and fent down to Spanifli 
Town to take his trial. It will fcarcely be doubted that 
every point was ftretched in Grant s favour, when it. i* 
known' that he was acquitted upon a doubt of his intention- 
to murder,. on difcharging his gun in the unufual pofition or 
placing it acrofs his arm bent, although the muzzle of the 
piece nearly touched Captain Townfhend's thumb, which* 
it blew off, and could not have been of courfe three feet 
from his throat, where the charge entered. This Sam Grafts 
is at this time Major of Maroons, and Chief Commander at 
Charles Town« 

afFeSio» 



( «3t ) 

fti^iHon of the inhabitants of Trelawney 
Town for their SuperiAtendant, I muft 
here make you acquainted with his cha- 
rader. About the year 1763, the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica, the Hon* W. Henry Lit- 
tleton, in confequence of a warm recom- 
mendation, appointed John James to be 
the Superintendant of Trelawney Town* 
He was the fon of John James, who we may 
remember was, previous to the treaty with 
Cudjoe, Captain of the corps of Rangers ; 
and their moft formidable, adivc, and enter- 
prifing enemy: a man who, from the many 
dangers to which he had expofed himfelf ' 
in the firfl: war, was by them confidered 
as invulnerable by balls, and ^pofTefGng an 
Obeah-protedling power againft bullets*. 

The 

• In the infurreAion of the Coromantee flaves m the 
year 1766, a fimilar prejudice was manifeftcd in refpcdl to 
A gentleman of the parifh of St. Mary's, whofe name was 
Sholto Douglas,' a man defcended from a noble family m 
Scotland, and who had long reftded in Jamaica, univerfally 
«{leemed and beloved. He had purchafed a large pared 
of (laves, who, in conjun6Uon with others brought with 
them from Africa^ had b^en prevailed upon to rife and ki]][ 
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The father had alfo been Superintendailt, 
and no man, his fon excepted, ever pof- 



the white people. Mr. Douglas was efteemed by them a 
very good mafter. Having acquired fome knowledge of the 
Coromantee language, he was in the habit of talking fami* 
liarly and pleafantly with them, and generally (hook hands 
with them at meeting. This condudl naturally creating 
attachment, his negroes felt a compunction in joining in an 
infurre£lion while he was alive, but the influence of their 
countrymen prevailed, and they refolvcd-on putting him 
to death ; but liow, was the quell ion : for his fuperior 
knowledge, and the appearance of his countenance (his hair 
and eyes being uncommonly light, and his fpeCbicles which 
he wore on account of the fhortnefs of his fight being 
generally on ) had imprdflcd their minds with an idea of his 
being a whiie Oheab many and that neither knife, bill, nor axe» 
could cut his fiefh, or fever his head from his body. It 
was therefore determined to waylay him on his return from 
Spanifh Town, in a fhort route he ufually took through his 
negro provifion-grpunds, where he was expelled on a certain 
day. One or two of the negroes were to go forwards and 
meet him : on his putting out his hand to fhake hands with 
them, they were to drag him off iiis horfe, and the reft of 
the gang were to run up and aflift in wringing off his head 
fince no weapon could penetrate his flefh. They had 
aAually proceeded to the fpot propofcd, but fomc pro- 
vidential occurrence detained Mr. Douglas in town till he 
heard of the infurredlion, and he returned home by a dif- 
ferent road from that in which the negroes expected hhn. 
This proje6^ was made known by the confefHon of one of 

the men engaged in it, oti hi& being tried for rebeUioni and 

condemned. 
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feflbd fo great a degree of influence over 
the Maroons. The high .opinion they 
entertained of the father's bravery and 
afiivity defcended to the fon, in whom 
they beheld all they fo much refpeded and 
admired in their old enemy, and friendly 
Superintendant. As they fuppofed the 
former invulnerable, they deemed the latter 
invincible. Nature never produced a form 
more calculated for* vigour and aflivity. 
Barefoot, he equalled the fpeed of the har- 
dieft Maroons over rocks and precipices, 
darting on with an agility peculiar to him- 
felf. He was indefatigable in every pur- 
fuit to which the Maroons were accuftomed, 
and nothing that he purfued efcaped him. 
Hunting the wild -boar had been his earlieft 
amufement and employment. His con- 
ftitution of courfe was vigorous, and his 
body hardened ; and with thefe he poflefled 
an intrepidity of mind that feemed to court 
danger. When dreadful difputes ^took 
place among the Maroons, their cutlaffes 
brandifhed againil one another, and ferious 
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mifchief likely to enfue, he would run 
among the thickeft of them, knock down 
the mod refradikory, put them into irons 
and afterwards punifh them. In thefe cafeft 
they would often themfelves determine the 
punifhment8 to be inflided, which being 
too fevere, he was obliged to exert his 
authority to mitigate. They loved, vene-i 
rated, and feared him. I{e arranged and 
fettled their accounts for their labour, ad-* 
jufted differences, and neither fuffered them 
to be impofed upon, nor to impofe upon 
others, flad he been born a Maroon, he 
could not have been better acquainted with 
their charadler, difpofition, and prejudices. 
Jf he *could not boaft of the greater re- 
finements of education, he had fufficient 
to be fully competent to the bufmefs of his 
ofiice, in which a knowledge of accounts 
was neceffary; and if his taleqts were not 
thofe that might have been expeOied, had 
his mind been niore cultivated, they were 
fuch as well fuited his employment. Air 
though ^t tini^s feemingly ferocious, he poA 
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lefled an excellent difpofition and forbearing 
temper, particularly in the company of 
fentkmen with whom he frequently affo- 
ciated, being himfelf of one of the beft 
families in the illand, and a i&an of inde* 
pendent fortune. In the year 1791 he 
was appointed Superintendant-General over 
the whole of tHe Maroon Towns in the 
ifland, with the rank of Major, and his foil 
appointed to a£t under him in Trelawney 
Town. Siich was Mkjor John James^ of 
whom it was neceflary to fpeak thus par- 
ticularly. 

For upwards of thirty years after the 
treaty with the Trelawney Maroons, a fuc- 
ceffion of Captains, from old Cudjoe to the 
death of Furry, as I have before obferved, 
exercifed a defpotic authority over them, and 
fupporttd the Superintendants, whenever 
they thought it neceffary to enforce their 
commands. After Furry's death, the re- 
fpcdt attached to the office of Chief Ma« 
roon- Captain gradually declinedj and at 
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length eiitircly funk into the fliew of a few 
exterior ceremonies. Old Montague was the 
laft Captain of Trelawney Town, He wore 
a. gaudy, laced, red coat, and a gold-laced hat 
with a plume of feathers. None but their 
captains and officers fat in his prefence, 
except upon the ground. He was* the 
firft helped at meals ; no woman ate with 
him, and he was waited on by the yoiing 
men. He prefided in the councils, and 
exercifed an authoritative tone of voice to 
enforce order, which, however, he feldom 
effeded ; for he was, in fa£t, confidered in 
no better light than as an old woman, but 
to whom the fhadow of refpefl was to b^ 
paid, as he bore the title of Chief. 

For a time the expiring authority of the 
Chiefs feemed transferred tq their Super- 
intendant. Major John James, witB double 
vigour, which ihcreafed while he continued 
in the office j and when he abandoned it, 
he retained their afFedion. He and -his 
family were confidered hy the Maroons 
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a's having a kind of hereditary right to the 
fuperintendancy over them. It v^as not 
. by refignation that he quitted it. He had 
held that of Trelawney Town for many 
years ; and, it is certain, executed the 
duties of his office veith diligence and pro- 
priety, till his attention was called from 
it by concerns that required the greater 
part of his time. When, therefore, the 
law of refidence was enforced, he com- 
plained of the infufficiency of the falary 
annexed to his office, and paid no regard 
to that law, being engaged in the fettle* 
ment of an eftate at the diflance of twenty-^ 
five miles from tlie Maroon town. At 
length the Maroons, who were delighted 
to have him with them, became difcon* 
tented with his abfence, and for feveral 
years, during the feffions of the Houfe of 
Aflembly, preferred repeated complaints 
againfl him. He certainly had no defire 
to lofe his appointment; but influenced 
by profpeds of more fubftantial advantage, 
pr indulging in amufements, for he was 

no 
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no enemy to diifipation and pleafure, h« 
perfifted in abfenting himfelf from hU 
place of duty, and the Houfe of Aflembly 
being no longer able to overlook his 
negled, he was removed from his office of 
Superintendant-General, an4 his fon from 
the fuperintendency of Trelawny Town; 
to the latter of which Captain Crafkell was 
»ppoint^ 

Captain Crafkell was an officer in the 
regular fervice, fon of the former engineer 
of the ifland of Jamaica, and a very re^ 
putable young man. Wore the propriety of 
the appointment to have been determined 
by charadler alone, be would have had 
no occafion to fear a comparifon ; but, 
unfortunately, in a competition of general 
talents for an.adminiftration of fo fmgular 
a kind, he funk before his predecefibr into 
^ comparative iniignificance. The Ma- 
roons became uncafy at the meafures they 
had taken againft Major James ; for their 
objefl: had been to compel him to the 

refidence 
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refidence required by law, an4 not to have 
had him fuperfeded : they fincerely loved 
him ; no other appointment could fatisfy 
them while he lived ; and they faw, with re- 
gret, the remedy that had been the refult of 
their application to the Houfe of Affembly» 
They contrafted, according to their judg- 
ment, the abilities and habits of James and 
Cralkell ; and as the former rpfe in their 
eftimation, the latter, fell into contempt* 
What offers toight have induced Major 
James to continue in the difcharge of the 
ofHce with his fon under him, cannot be 
afcertained ; but it was undoubtedly the 
intereft of the ifland to humour prejudices 
which had grown up through the laxity of 
difcipline, and which no pains had beea 
taken to redtify. James was fore at the 
deprivation of the office, and it was re-p 
gretted by the whole country; but the 

meafure was deemed unavoidable. Had 

> 

it been confiftent with propriety, and with 
the dignity of the Legiflature, to recede 

from the determinatioo they had been 

coro- 
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compelled to adopt, Major James might 
have been fuffered to remain Snperin- 
tendant-General, to be called upon only 
as it fibould have been found needful ; but 
fuch . a conceflion, even allowing that k 
would have averted the ftorm, of which his 
removal wa$ the chief and immediate 
caufe, could not pofTibly be expedled, nor 
can the wifeft human forefight always 
fuggeft the fureft expedients of counter- 
afting the hidden evils of futurity. 

From the appointment of Captain Craf- • 
kell, the infubordination of the Maroons, 
which had been gradually taking place 
fince James's dereliftion of his duty, and 
"the fucceflion of unqualified Chief Cap- 
tains, unable to enforce authority without 
his afTidance, began rapidly to increafe. 
The weight of influence fell into the hands 
of feven or eight of the inferior Captains, 
who were unalterably attached to James, 
and whom nothing (hort of his re-appoint- 
ment would fatisfy. Thefe frequently 
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vifited him, complained of Crafkell's being 
unfit for the command, and made com- 
parifons highly gratifying to Jamds, whofe 
language, it is faid, contributed more to 
irritate, than appeafe their difcontent. He 
might, perhaps, have felt an illaudable 
gratification in thefe petty triumphs, the 
confequences of which he did not forfec ; 
but he muil be entirely acquitted of the 

flighteft defign of promoting a rigbellion, 

_» « 

the fuccefs of which, had it been pollible, 
muft have ruined him and every part of 
his family, with the reft of the coloniftis; 
The fole objed: the Maroons had now in 
view, was the reftoration of Major James* 
The whole of their refractory conduA, 
their violence and infolence, had 'no other 
tendency, and ihewed their anxiety to 
effed it. This it was that fuggefted their 
murmurs for the want of land, and their 
complaint of the treatment they received 
from the white people; and this it was 
that led to the feizing of an occafion to 
)difmifs their new Superintendant* 
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In the month of April i79j^, Lbrd Bil* 
carres, who, as we have already feen, was 
appointed to fucceed Sir Adam Willfa[ni!oi 
as Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica, ar* 
rived in the ifland ; and the landing of that 
nobleman, iti whom civil and bilitary 
talents wcte known to be happily blended, 
afforded a joyous prefage of the future 
fecurity and welfare of the country, not-* 
withftaf^ding the horrid war that was then 
defoiating the neighbouring ifland of St» 
Domingo; where the negroes had been 
driven into arms by the French Govern* 
ment, in fupport of dodrines unfounded in 
nature^ and peculiarly hoftile and deftruc*- 
tive to the order and well-being of every 
Weft Indian colony; and from which it 
Was of tb« higheft importance to prefervc 
ihofe of Great Britain* His Lordfhip 
wo^d) no doubt, have confidered himfelf 
happy, had his talents been^required only 
for the defence of the ifland from external 
fiaes; hvt the .dawn of his adminiftration 
wad clouded with appearances of inter naJi 
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cam motion ; for, fo early as the nuddle ot'^ i 
July, the Maroons drove their Superin-* C ^ 
tendant from the town. This was tht firft \ 
decided ad: of their rebellion *• 

Captain Crafkell, compelled to retire, 
went, however,^ no fatther than VaughanC* 
field, a place, as we have feen, at the 
diftance of a mile and a half from Tre- 
lawney Town j whither the Maroons, oi^ 
the 17th, difpatched thirty-nine of theif I 
men, with their oflBcers, to warn him '' 
not to return to their town, and to deHre 
him to acquaint the white people that 
they were ready for them, and that if the 
whites did not come to them they would 
come to the whites. 

On the 1 8th, the Magiftratcs of the 
parifh of St. James's wrote a letter to Lord 
Balcarres, informing bim that a feriouf 
difturbance was likely to break out imme- 

* Votes of the Houfe of Affemblj of Jamaica. — Ap< 
pcndix« No. %i 
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diately among tlie Marodns ; that they had 
driven their Superintendant away, threat^ 
ened to deftroy fome neighbouring planta- 
tions with the white inhabitants on them^ 
called in their people, and fent their wo- 
xnetL into the woods ; and that they de- 
figned to kill their cattle aad their children 
who might be an incumbrance to them; 
that the caufe of the diflurbance was the 
infliding the punifhment of flogging on 
two Maroons, who had been convidled on 
the evidence of two white people of kill- 
ing tame hogs ; that the Maroons expeded 
to be joined by thofe of Accorapong 
Town, and by fome flaves ; and that at- 
tacks were expeded by two parties, in the 
pariflies of Trelawney and St. James's. In 
giving this information, the Magiftrates 
riequeftcd a detachment of horfe to be fent 
for the protection of the country. 

The whole caufe of the Maroon revolt 
has been attributed to their refentment for 

the 



llic flogging of two of their people*. It 
appeared afterwatds, that thefe were per- 
fons of tio conflderatibd among them, and 
that but for the occafion afforded them of 
a pretence for complaining, they would 
themfelves have hanged them without cere- 
mony. The two men had been found 
guilty of theft, and pUnifhed before the 
flaves in the common wbrkhbufe, by a 
runaway negro who had formerly been 
taken by them ; an a£t certainly impolitic. 
As the culprits went through the town 
and plantations they were laughed at^ 
hifled, and hooted by the flaves : the more 

* In the debate oh this fubje^, in the Houfe of Com* ' 
jnons, • Mr. Bryan Edwards fays : ** Concerning the origin 
of the war, the cafe was this : two of the Maroons having 
been gttilty of a felony in the Town of Montego Bay, by 
ftealing from a .poor man two of his pigs, were tried ac* 
€ording to' law, and according to the very letter of their * 
treaty, and fentenced to receive a few lafhes at a cart's taiL 
The fentence was mildy and the pHnifhment not fevere; 
Ibut the whole body of the Trelawney Town i/Lsroons, in 
tcvenge for the Indignity offered to. two of their number, 
immediately took to arms, and foon afterwards adlualjy 
{>roce€ded to fet fire to the plantations." — Pari, Debates, 
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4ifcontented part of the Maroons feized 
upon the tranfadion as a reafonable ground 
for manifcfting the temper they were in, 
and proceeded accordingly to difmifs Gap- 
tain Crafkell. The intelligence given ta 
the Lieutenant-Governojr refpeding the 
intended jun&ion of the Maroons of Ac* 
compong Town, and of the preparatory 
meafures taken by thofe of TrelawncyTown, 
was more the refult of alarm, than of in* 
quiry: no fuch meafures were taken, nor 
did the Accom pongs ever teftify any in ten* 
tion of joining the others, as will be feen 
in the fequel. The Trelawney Maroons had 
long manifefted their difcontent againft the 
Accompongs, for not yielding to them the 
original treaty made with Cudjoe, which 
they claimed the right of keeping. About 
this time it was again fent for, to be (hown 
if neceflary, and was given by the Accom- 
pongs, but never returned to them. 

On the day that the magiftrates of St. 
Jameses wrote to the Lieutenant-Governor^ 
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Ihtyalfo fent a meiTage to the Maroons, pror 
pofing that four of their juftices fhould meet 
four chofen Maroons on the next day to fettle 
all differences *^ To thiB an infolent anfvrer 
was returned in the following words : " The 
Maroons wiihes nothing elfe from the ' 
country but battle ; and they defires not to ^ 
fte Mr. Cralkell up here at alL So they 
are waiting every moment for the above ) 
oa Monday/' fl'his was figned Colonel ^ 
Montague, . ^W ^// the re/l; and in a pod-* 
fcript was added, " Mr. David Schaw will 
fee you on Sunday morning for an anfwer. 
They will wait till Monday nine o'clock} 
ind if they don't come up they will come 
down themfelvcs." This curious cpiftle, 
k ^as afterwards well known, was di&ated 
by a few drunken Maroons, to a poor 
ignorant white man without the concurrence 
of old Montague, who was then fick and 
abfent ; nor was it known to one-tenth 
part of the peopled and I mud not omit 

^ V«U:8 of tHc Houfc of Affembly. 
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ttf fay, that the principal men among tbe 
Maroons have ever denied that they volun* 
tarily entered into a rebellion againft the 
authority of the Government, declaring 
they were forced into hoftilities on a prin- 
ciple of felf-prcfertration, being perfuaded^ 
from the fubfeq[uent conduft of the whittf 
people, that their dc(lru£tion was deter- 
mined. Be this as it may, a turbulent 
fpirit had been evrnceSd among them^ 
to fnbdue which firmneft wa& necelfiipy^ 
While therefore fome headftrong Maroona 
were ufing a foldier of Captain Crafkelfs 
ill, and compelling him to write to his 
commander, that it was too late to do any^ 
thing good, and that they wanted nothings 
having got plenty of powder and ball, the 
Trelawney militia moved up to Green- Vale, 
a penn at the foot of the mountains leading 
to the Maroon Town, about three miles 
diftant, and of n>o(l difficult accefs« Mr^, 
Tbarp, the Cuftos of the parifh, and feveral 
other gentlemen, accompanied the corps. 
As they approached the hill, they ob- 
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ferved a fingle man winding along the ac^ 
clivities with aftoniiliing agility, and bran- 
dlfhing a lance to fhow that he had no other 
arms, Tliis was a Maroon Captain of the 
name of Smithy a young fellow of esiquifite 
fymmetry, whofe limbs united all that was 
requifite both for ftrength and a<3:ivity : 
the fuperiority of his gait, as he defcended 

the fide of the mountain, and the wild 
grace with which he flourifhed the lance 
over his head, excited the higheft admira- 
tion. He approached the Cuftos, and de- 
livered a letter to him, in which he was 
Tequefted to proceed to the town, accom- 
panied by Mr. Gallimore, Mr. Kno wles, Mr. 
Galloway, and Mr. Stewart*. The invitation 
was accepted, and thefe five gentlemen went 
forward to Trelawney Town, where they 

• In the h^fty ftatemcnt piibliflicd by Edwards, be mif- 
took the perfons who went to this conference: nor were 
they accompaniedy as he fays, by General Rcid and Major 
James, who had previoufly gone to Trelawney Town ; and 
it appears by the letter of the Ciiftos, writtco on hfs pafTagc 
to Efigland, that the fending for the gentlemen mentioned 
^/r^ bj the advice 'of Major Jaroes. 
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found General Raid, Mr. Mowat, and 
Major James, their late Superintendant. 

The Maroons had prepared for this 
meeting, and received their vifitors under 
arms, not however in the manner of a 
regular army, but with an apparent fero- 
city, wild manoeuvres, and evolutions llttk 
fuited to a deliberate and free difcuflion ; 
nor indeed could the fcene be viewed 
without a degree of alarm. Some of the 
Maroons had been qualifying themfelves;, 
as they often did on great occafions, with, 
a fufficiency pf rum, with which they 
had been abundantly fupplied by indmU 
dated perfons in the neighbourhood willing 
to fecure their fs^voui:. 

After much clamour, it was fettled that 
one of their captains, named John Jarrett, 
by no means the lead violent^ fhould mo^ 
deratt his voice, and deliver himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to enable one of the gen^ 
tlemen to write down what the Maroona, 
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wifhed to fay. This being reduced into 
fome form, the grievances they complained 
of appeared to be as follows ; 

I, An infringement of their treaty by 
the magiftrates of Montego Bay, in caufing 
the punifhment of whipping to be inflided 
on fome of their people by the hand of a 
flave. 

3. That the land originally granted them 
for their fubiiilence was worn out, and 
being not fufficient for their fupport, they 
required an additional quantity, faying that 
the penns of leveral fettlers in the neigh- 
bourhood would fuit them, 

3* That Captain Crafkell, their Super-^ 
intendant, was, on account of his timidity, 

unqualified for his ofiSce; and as they ha4 
experienced the difpofition and abilities of 

_ _ « 

Major James, they were deiirous of his 
re-appointmenty anid averfe to receiving an^ 

Other. 
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Other matters were alfo alleged by th^m 
as grievaoces, but which they were in* 
duced to relinquiih, on conditioi) that the 
gentlemen prefent would confider them- 
felves as pledged to obtain ledrefs for what 
was fpecified in this ftatement fron\ the 
Houfe of Aflembly, who were to meet early 
in the enfuing mouth: at the fam« time 
they fhowed a firmnefs of determination to 
purfue their obje£t till thefe claims were 
fatisfied. The gentlemen promifcd that 
their caufes of complaint Ihould be inquire^ 
into by the Legiflature, in order tp be 
redreffed. 

The Maroon ijpeaker, after expatiating 

on the infufficiency of their lands, the 

inability of Crafkell, and the qualities of 
James, without whofe re-appointment they 

could not be fatisfied, exclaimed : " You 
are our Tattas (that is, Fathers), we your 
children ; our fituation, and the fuperiority 
we have in this country, we derive from 
our connexion with you ; but when we 

' 4q 



( iS3 ) 

do the doty required of us for thcfc ad* 
vantages^ do not fubjed us to infuk and 
humiliation from the yferj people to whom 
we arc fet in oppofition*/' He concluded 
by relating the triumph and language of 
the negro who Hogged the -men, and whp 
•; was a flave whom they had previoufly 
taken up and lodged in the workhoufe for 
punifhment. The flaves of coiarfe, fays 
one of the planters f , made ufe of fuch an 
opportunity to revenge themfelves on the 
JVlaroons. 

The Maroons being foothed by the prow 
mifes they had received, and the media- 
tcws J being relieved from the apprehenfions 
caufed by the mode of their reception, the 
latter aflfented to the reafonablenefs j| of the 
compliant of the former, engaging to ufe 
all their influence to promote their wi flies* 
Pleafed at the refult of the vifit, or with a 

• Votes of the Houfe of Affcmbly. f I<i- t Id* 
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view of farther in faring the fatisfaftion 

that appeared, it entered the mind of one 

of the mediators. to propofe a colleftioa 

of money among themfelvcs, for the people 

with whom they had come to mediate, and 

each gave fomething, except the gallant 

Colonel Gallimore. He faw in fuccefs. 

obcaiaed by tumult and violence, and in 

rewards beftowed on infolence^ the feeds of 

future turbulence ; therefore, inftead of 

protjlucing his purfe, he tQolc frpm his 

pocket fome bullets, and fhowing then?, 

faid : " This is the reward you deferve, 

and no other coin (hall you get from me/' 

In the evening the mediators left Trelawney 

Town, hoping they had for 4 tim?, ^t leaftj 

tranquillized the Maroons, 

However fatisfied the vifitors were with 
the iflfue of their vifit, the public mind was 
not fo eafily pacified in the capital, whqrc 
a diverfity of opinion . arofe refpe£ting the 
coadud to be purfued towards the Ma- 
roons. General Palmer, of the parifh of 

St, 
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' St. James's, wrote a letter to the Lien* 
tenant- Governor, recommending, in the 
name of a meeting affembled oh the occa- 
iion, a compliance with their demands; 

r 

and, in a fecond letter, urged the re- 
inftatement of Major James and. his fon*« 
Mr Tharp, one of the great proprietors, 
and then Cuflos of the parilh of Tre- 
lawney, who, fmce the meeting he attended 
in Trelawney Town as Mediator, had 
joined the fleet about to fail for Europe, 
. alfo recommended temporizing and acqut- 
cfcing in the demands made, as they wei'e 
reaTonable. In a letter written the day 
before he left the ifland, after imputing 
the rebellion of the Maroons to the im- 
proper condud of the Magiilrates of. St. 
James's, and a few trifling caufes of dif- 
content, he declared he was confident that 
hoftilities would have commenced fome 
days before, without fpecifying what pre- 
yented their taking place j but dating, that 
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he believed Cfafkell, from what he under*, 
.ftood^ to be. unfit for the office of Super- 
intepdant ; that Major James was the idol 
of the Marooas, and that nothing lefs than 
. liis re*appointmeQt would Satisfy them^. 

Soon after the departure of the Cuftos 
for England, where he had eilates that 
required his care, the Maroon afiairs af- 
fumed a better aipe^, and his judgment 
refpediing the in^uence of thefe dreaded 
mountainers over the (laves, which, in his 
opinion, would bring ruin on all, appeared 
to have been haftily formed; for neither 
the plantation-negroes, nor the other 
bodies of Maroons, difcovered the fligbteft 
defign of fuppofting them. On the con- 
irary^ thofe who were the moft fufpeded, 
the Accompongs, publicly tefiified their 
difapprobation of the condud of the people 
^of Trelawney Town, declaring that they had 
a Superintendant (Captain Forbes] whom 

f VousoftbeHoufeof Affeiiiblf. 
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they loved, and whofe advice they wefd 
refolved to follow*. They immediately 
made a formal renewal of their compa£t 
with the whites, rendering the ceremony 
more folemn by the baptifm of all the 
younger Maroons. Some of the planta-* 
tion-ncgroes in thei neighbourhood about 
this time preferring complaints . againft 
their overfeers, their conduft was at firft 
conftrued as taking advantage of the (itua-^ 
tion of things: but no alarm from the 
general conduit of the "(laves could be 
juftified, for never was a fpirit of order 
and obedience more obfervable among the 
negroes than at this period. Even Edwards^ 
who charges the Maroon* with an early 
fedudion of the flaves, fays ; ** Happily the 
clafs • of people on whom they relied fot 

m 

fupport, remained peaceably difpofed j nor 
did an inftance occur to raife a doubt of 
their continuing to do fo.'* Neither did the 
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planters attribute the difcontents expreiled 
on (he plantations in the vicinity, to thd 
influence of the Maroons; on the contrary, 
one of them * fays, " What check have 
we fo eiFedual as the Maroons ^^ and 
mentions this as a motive for fettling with 
them without hoftility; at the fame time 
recommending the recolleftion that, in the 
rebellion of 1 766, the Maroons brought ia 
the head or perlon of every flave in rebel- 
lion, in the fpace of one month. 

Finding that, far from being fupportcd^ 
they were upbraided by the Accompongs, 
the Trelawney Town Maroons had leifure . 
to refled on the infolence of their pondudt, 
and after fome days evinced a lefs in* 
tradable difpofition. On the 26th of July, 
information was received from a white 
man who had been at their town, that 

■ 

they were peaceable, and faid they would 
be fatisfied, as Crafkell was removed, if 

• Votes of the Houfe of Aflembly. 

they 



( 159 ) 

they were kft alone*. It appeared clearly \. 
that the Maroons were divided among \ 
themfelves ; that the milder and more ] 
numerous part were kept in awe by the 
fmaller and more violent, who were the 
younger. It was evident, too, that they 
were now in a date of repentance; for, in an 
account fent on the 28th by Major Jiimes^ 
who had been requefted to remain among 
them till thebufinefs was arranged by the 
Executive Power, they were ftated to be in fa 
humiliating a condition, as to be ready to ac- 
cede to whatever might be requefted of them. 
One of them was in irons, by his order, 
• for an impertinent expreflion, and the 
.body of Maroons offered to facrifice him 
rather than aggravate their offence : it 
was alfo determined among them, that fix 
of their principal oflScers fhould go the 
next day to make a fubmiflion, and ob- 
tain a pafTport from General Palmer to 
Spanifti Town, to lay their complaints 
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before the Governor, and fubinit tlierti- 
felves to him. 

Thus affairs feemed to be in a tr^dn of 
tranquillity ; and, indeed, fo confident was 
Lord Balcarres of it that, on the militia 
being permitted by their commander to 
go home, and on the reprefentation re- 
ceived of the {late of things, he difpatched 
orders for the return of the troop of light 
dragoons that had been fent from Spanifh 
Town, and fuffered the 83d regiment of 
foot, whith he had before exprefsly de-^ 
tained, to fail for St. Domingo under 
convoy of the. Succefs frigate. He alfo 

fent orders for Captain Cralkell to repair 
to Spariifli Town, and diredled that the 

Chief Captains of the Matoons Ihould pro- 
ceed to Town by the 31ft of July to 
make their fubmiffion. In confequence of 
which, though the order arrived too late 
to be obeyed ftrictly, fix Captains of the 
greateft influence fet out for Spanifli 
Town. 

Having 
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Having brought you to a fair profpcft 
of tranquillity, I fhall conclude this Lettef 
with a few obfervations on the complaint^ 
and demands made by the Maroons, and 
on the motives that induced fome of the 
grea. proprietors to wilh an accommoda- 
tion with them fis fpeedily as poffible. 

The punilhment of the two Maroon de- 
linquents, once convidted, was certainly no 
violation of the treaty, the offence for which 
they fufFered haying been committed againft 
a planter. Whether the mode of it be jufti- 
fiable^ is another queftion. The Maroons 
were free men, and punifliments inni£ted 
ftpon them fhould have been executed by 
the legal oficer of the Government, They 
were flogged by the workhoufe driver, a 
flwe hired by<he mafter of the work- 
\xQ\^^9 ^t the .expence of the parish, for 
tfefi^mpofe of piipifhiijg flaves. The naode, 
thePjof infli£l;ing the puniOxnient, afforded 
(bme le^l footing for the infubordln^uoa 
p( ,the JM[arp9xw to reft upon^ but jk wm 
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not a grievance that would of itfelf have 
produced fuch turbulent effe^s ; for, aU 
though they were piqued at fome cx- 
preflions by which the Haves vented theic 
hatred and X^leen, the objefts Were fuch 

notorious bad charaders that the Maroons 
did not wiih to confider them as belong- 
ing to their town, where they had not 
been for a confiderable dme, and where 
they had neither houfe, prpvifion-ground^ 
nor friend: one of them was not even 
known by the name he had aflumed of 
Peter Campbell. The Maroons often after-^ 
ward§ declared, that they wifhed for per- 
miflioii to hang both of themj having 
long confidered them as rua*aways and 
thieves. 

The conduct of the Maroons was' ftill 
lefs juflified on the plea of wanting land 
for their fupport. It was not long before^ 
that the Aflembly, on a fimilar complaint^ 
had caufed their trad): to be furveyed and 
examined, and had judged it to be adequate 
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tD their fuppbrty notwithftanding their in* 
creafe. Befides, they were adually treC- 
paflers on the adjoining fettlers, who per-^ 
mitted them to continue on fufierance; 
and many of them lived at a great diftance 
from their latids. The fadt* therefore is, 
• that this demand of additional land, was 
merely brought forward to fupport the 
tvrbulent infubordination into which they 
had been gradually falling, and which was 
now breaking forth into excefles. 

The great and real caufe of their dif- 
content was the lofs of.A4ajor James; but 
even this caufe will not afford them a 
juftification. The Government might 
have inclined to gratify their prejudices 
withoitt being able to accomplifh their 
wifh; nor could it be expeded that any 
man would, for life, devote himfelf ex-> 

« 

clufively to an office that interfered with 
the important interefts of his family. Ic 
was an unwarrantable hope, fpringing 
from unregulated pafGons. ^ 
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It 16 evident then, notwithftanding the 
opinion of the Mediators ait Trekwney 
Town, that they had no ground of complaiot 
beyomi the mode of infliding the puniih- 
ment upon the two crimmals ; that thty 
had no claims whatever; and that their 
pretenfions and deludes were urged in aT 
very unreafonaMe manner. The great 
anxiety therefore for an accommodation, 
which was but too clearly manifefted, was 
the refult of tether motWas than juftic« 
to the Maroons. It was the refult of ap- 
prehenfion for the events that might be 
the confequences of hoftilities with thenu 
Nor can it be wondered at, that a pacifica- 
tion was anxioufly fought, when we find 
that in that part of the country, there was 
no military force to aft on the inftint; that 
time was reqiiifite to collect the militia, 
that there was an uncertainty in the mind$ 
of the Magiftrates as to the difpofition of 
the flaves, that the co-operation of the 
other' Maroon towns was expefted, that 
the nature of Maroon warfare was dreaded, 

and, 
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and, above 4II, that fuch a difturbance 
would injure the credit of the ifland among 
the monied men in Great Britain*. 



* Votes of the Houfe of Affembly. Sec Appendix, 
M6« 2. for the Vote« cited hi this velume. 
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LETTER VI. 

Tie Maroon Captain^ fit out for the CapJtdl^'—Alanf* 
ing Reports.^^Martial Law. — Murenfotfs Declarer 
iion — STAtf LieutenanUGovernor fets out for Trelanvnej. 
— Thi Succefs Frigate r^calUd.'-^Tbe Maroon Capttuni 
arrefted. — Proclamation. — Poft at Wemjfs CqftU. — 
Lord Balcarres eftabHfies Ins Hiod'^jiarters at, 
Yaugharis pi^ld.'^ State o^ the Maroons.'^Jobnfon. 
and Smith called in. — Their Settlements burnt. — Si/r- 
render of afmall Body of Maroons.^^Their Reception^ 
''-^Palmer and Parkinfon fent back toTrelawnej Town^ 
f — The Maroon Towns burnt^-'^FermeHt of the Pub^ 
.Jic. — - Force colteffed. — Commencement of H^lities. 
— Colonel San^ord advances to the Scite of the OH 
Tvwn. «— Confe^uenci* — Colonel Gallimore killed.''^ 
The Maroons retire to Guthrie^s DefUe.^-^Progrefs ef 
the War. — Dunbar^ the Maroon^-^The Trotfs taU 
Pojfejfion of the Scite rfthe Old Tovfn.^-^ChamberSy tb^ 
Jlccompong^fhot^^'~\dfele& Partj of young Mem ejfet tq 
go in Purfmt of the Marofmt^-^Wby rejefled. — Major 
Jama leads a Party to the Entrance if Guthrie*t 
D^le.^He is infulted by Mi/lake. 

Ik the end of July all was peace, and 

the bumbled Maroons were directed to fend 
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their captMQS by the 31ft of the fame 

month to.Spaniih Town, to xnake their 

• 

fubmiffion *. This it was impoiSble to com- 

» 

ply with^ owing to a delay occaiioned by 
the meflenger who brought the difpatches; 
but the Maroon captains came down as 
fpeedily as poflible, and proceeded on their 
way to the Capital* In the meantime, the) 
public mind was confiderably agitated by 
the affairs of St. Domingo, by im appre* 
benfion of the contagion of revolutionary 
principles fpreading to Jamaica, by a cur« 
rency of vague reports refpeding French 
agency in the iiland, and by a reludance 
to fending troops off the country at £9 
alarming a jundiure. It ffaould feem that 
thjs CJommander in Chief was alfo aduated 
by thefe pototinf s ; and they were certainly 
fufiiciently fubftantial to excite vigilance 
and decifion. A foifncil of war was ac- 
cordingly he)d on the 3d of Auguft; the 
members of whiph, confiderjng the flying 
l^eports that Frenchmen and people of 

* Votca of the Affcmbly. 

M ^ colout 
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colour were confpiring with the Maroon^^ 

the danger of fufFering the departure of the 

troops ready to fail for St. Domingo^ and 

the neceffity of juftifying Lord Balcarret 

in detainiog them, concurred in opinioii 

tifat it was requifite to eftabli& iMrtial law ; 

"{Xrhioh i^ak accordingly proclaimed. 

* ■« » 

That the detention of the troops was a 

wife meafure, is not to be contravened; 
but it cannot be denied that the South fide 
of theifland was alarmed by reports from 
the North fide, of which the North fide 
knew nothing ; and the North fide by re- 
ports from the South fide, of which the 
South fide knew nothing; and, whatfcrer 
might have been the intentions of the 
revolutionary French, and no one will 
doubt that they would haverevolutionized 
Jamaica had they been able, it does not 
appear that any condud): of the Maroons^ 
fubfequent to their propofed fubmiffion^ 
juftified a fufpicion of their infincerity. 
Indeed, all the evidence obtained refpedihg 
their oflfences, not only related to paft 

matter. 
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matter, or to matter fubfequerit to hofti- 
lities, but was not depofed till fome weeks 
after the detlafation of martial law*; and 
the like may be obferved of all the evidence 
relative to the defigns of the Frerich. They 
were depofitions taketi fubfeqdently of con* 
verfatiot^s atid vague notions of different 
times prior to the departure of the fix 
captains from Trelawney Town, or of ex- 
prelTions ufed, and a£b committed, after 
their being thrown into irons. — ^The Ma- 
roons never thought about the forces on 
the ifland, knew nothing of the intended 
embarkation for St. Domingo, had not been 
tampered with by the French, nor Tiad they 
themfelves, at this time, tampered with the 
flaves. A negleded, half wild body of 
people ; they were ready to be tumultuous 
or fubmiflive according to the afcendency 
of their paflions. When cool, they would 
grow enraged at the fight of Crafkell j and 
in the excefs of rage and tumult, bands of 

* Votes of the Afiembly. 
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^Ucm would become cool at the blows of 
James. Tl^efe were not people to be plot-? 
ing deep confpiracies. They had ignorantly 
braved the Qowrnment, and it was nccel^ 
fary to make them feel their dependence : 
they had felt it, and it became politic to 
make them eafy and happy in that de- 
'pcndence. The chief motives by which 
the Council ^f War were influenced, muft 
Undoubtedly have arifen from the appre- 
lienfioa t>f 2i, general infurrediqn among 
the (layes on revolutionary principks ; aa 
^pprehcnfion which the very nature of the 
]FreDch Revolution, more than the fuf^ 

|uciou§ depofition of a French prifbner *, 

j»f- 

" * One Murcnfbn, wlio in 9 declaration and examinatron 
takea on the 28th oC Augu(l» f^ated that Fauchet, iht 
French agent at PbHadelphia, had received orders to raife 
a6^ many men of colour as pofEble, to be feiit to Jamaica to, 
vrge the fhrves to infarre£lion» and that he had a£led ac- 
cordingly : that one hundred and fifty French agents had^ 
Iteen feht to Jamaica; that he was informed five French 
Bien of colour had gone to the Maroon Town ; that one of 
the agents of colour £aid he was the friend of one of the 
chiefs of the Maroon negroes ; that Fauchet afiured him tha^ 
the French would land ten thoufand negroes at foroe dif-* 
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juftified their entertaining. On thefe ground^ 
they armed the Lieutenant-Governor wrth 
the powers of martial law ; and on the 4th 

• « 

of Auguft hi3 Honour left Spaniffi Town 
in order to take the comipapid of the troops 
in perfon, in a (juafter where the revolt 
^as cxpedled to break put. Previous^ 
however, to his departure, he difpatched 
an exprefs-boat after the Succefs frigate^ 
with orders for her to alter her courfe, and 
convey th6 troops to Montcgo Bay. The 
boat came up with the frigate at the Eaft 
end of the ifland, and accordingly on the 
day that Lord Balcarres left Spanifli Town^ 
the 83d regiment, under flie command cf 
Colonel Fitch, difembarked at the port ap- 
pointed. 



tance from Kingflon, with two mu fleets and two broadfworda 
cachy to be didributed among the negtoes in infunvdioo. 
This declaration of Murenfon'i was made at a time when 
the Maroon war was in its height. He afterwards contra^ 
Sidled ity faying he had made it with the view of beingr 
liberated ; and in the end it turned out that not one of tha 
«>ne hundred and fifty agents he fpoke of, aa fent by Fai^« 
fhet^ was ever feen. See AppendiX} No. 3. 

WhilQ 
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While thefe events were taking plaee, 
the fix Maroon captains, having provided 
themfelves with regular paffports from Ge* 
neral Palmer, were proceeding on their 
way to Spanifti Town, to make their fuh* 
miffion. On their arrival at Landovery, 
in the .neighbourhood of St, Ann's Bay, 
d fmall town fituated nearly at an equal 
diftance from Trelawney Town and Spaniih 
Town, about forty-five miles from either, 
they were Hopped, notwithftanding their 
pafiports, and fecured by the commanding 
eflicer of the militia, to wait the pleafure 
of the Governor} who, on their being 
brbught before him in his way through 
St. Ann's, on the fifth of Auguft, ordered 
them into irons. Lord Balcarres then con- 
tinued his route through Falmouth to 
Montego Bay, where on the 8th he fent 
a meflage to the Maroons, in which, after 
upbraiding them for their conduft, and in- 
forming them that the pafTes to their town 
were all occupied by troops, and that they 
were furrounded by thoufands, he told them 

13 that 
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that he had i^ued a proclamation offering 
a reward for their heads after the 1 2th of 
Auguft, and advifed and commanded every 
Maroon capable of bearing arms to appear 
before him at Montego Bay on that day, 
to fubmit themfelves to his Majefty's mercy^ 
enjoining and commanding them at the 
fame time to bring in all the ftrange negroes 
^iththem as prifoners. This fummons being 
tiifpatched, Colonel Sandford, with one him- 
^dred and thirty of the i8th and 20th lA^ 
Dragoons, who had arrived in the parift 
of Trelawney on the 6th, took pcft on the 
9th, with fome militia, at Spring- Vale and 
Wemyfs Caftle, near the foot of the rnoun** 
tain, about four miles North of the Maroon 
Town, fending detachments to ParnalTus 
and Blue Hole. To this party a number 
of gentlemen attached themfelves m the 
conrfe of the next two days^ confident th3(t 
ib formidable a force in the face of the 
. Maroons would induce them to furreoder. 
The Commander in Chief had jpreviouHf 
advanced with the 83d regiment^ and eib- 

bliihed 
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bIHhed his head-quarters at Vaughan^s Fiela^ 
which was^ as I have already faid, a mil^ 
and a half from the Maroon Town, having 
ordered the militia to Kenfington^ three 
miles and a half in his rear, to aflford pro^ 
te&ing parties to the convoys of provt* 
fionsk 

The decilion, aClivItyj knd celerity of 
thefe movements, which were the confe<- 
quence of martial law, augured well ; and 
had the fix Captains ^ arrefted at St. Ann's 
Bay, who certainly had the greateft control 
over the Maroons, been brought to com- 
municate with them, no doubt a falutary 
tScdi would have been produced among 
them. This expedient, however, was not 
thought of, or was not deemed neceflary^ 
.and a refort to the prowefs of the troops 
confidered as the readied anfl mofl efFeftual 
means of complete fuccefs; Lord Balcarres 

* 
ft 

♦ They were called the Six Captains^ but only four of 
tliem were captains; the two others were men 6f the greateft 
ioBuence. 

being 
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bielng detei'mined to crufh this rebellion itt 

its birth*. Indded, after the lupport his 

Lordihip had received from the Legiflaturet 

he confidered all temporizing as loll time, 

and leading to dangerous confequences. 

It will be no depreciation of this energy 

of fpirit to obferve, that Lord Balearrte 

muil have been entirely unacquainted 

with the Maroon mode of war, and the 

nature of the ground that was to be the 

fcene of action: it was therefore natural 

that he fhould defpife the refinance that 

two or three hundred uneducated Maroons 

could oppofe to the difcipline and valour 

of. from twelve to fifteen hundred regular 

troops then at his command, fupported by 

ieveral tjhoufands of militia, called into 

active fervice by the proclamation of martial 

law. « 

The Maroons were now much divided, 
and different opinions arofe, the elder and 
milder people inclining to an immediate 

• Votes of the Affcmblj. 
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was no aid given to them by the planfav 
tion-negroes, if. we exgept the handful of 
run-aways who attempted to pafs for Ma- 
roons*, although they held their heacfe 
proudly for many months, gained advan- 
tages, and feemed to triumph. However, 
when Johnfon and Smith received intelli- 
gence from the Maroon town of what was 
paffing, it is certain they were living 
peaceably on their fettlements in Weft- 
moreland ; and, in this inftance at leaft, 
it is to be regretted that attention had not 
been paid to the law, by which it was 
enacted, that Maroonti. in their predica- 
ment fhould enter into written engage- 
ments with their employers, furrender their 
clai(n to the Maroon land, and enrol them- 
felves in (he militia; in which cafe they 
would, have been no longer confidered as 
Maroons, but as pcrfons enjoying the privi- 
leges of other free people. This precaution 

• In the courfe of fix or fevcn months, the idle flavct 
that dropped in at dj'iFerent times, did not amount in aHi 
to a hundred. 

having 
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having been difregarded, they were now 
urged by the Trelawney people to retura 
to the town, and the danger of then: 

fituation, and the treatment x)f their Cap- 
tains, while employed on the faith of a 
General Officer in conciliatory and fub- 
miffive meafures, were painted to them in 
fuch colours, that they removed their wo- 
men and children into the woods, and 
went up to Trelawney Town with their 
young men, in all nine active and enter« 
prizing fellows. 

The Maroons now looked up to Johnfon 
and Smith, who, far from encouraging re- 
fiftance, advifed peaceable meafures; and 
having prevailed upon them to make a 
trial, left them to return to the place where 
they had concealed their wives and chil- 
dren, whence they repaired to their fettle- 
ments, which they found had been de- 
ftroyed by a party of the Weftmoreland 
militia, their houfes burned, and their pro- 
vifion-grounds laid wafte. The door of 

N a rccon- 
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f econciliadoh feemed now to be (hut agafnlf 
them, and they carried their families to^ 

Trelawney Town, vowing vengeance and 
retaliation. On the road, Johnfon and his 
fons finding fome plantation-negroes at 
work in the woods, took them off wirh 
them, venting threats againft the white^ 
people. The flares, however, efcaped, and 
communicated thefe threats to the magiC- 

trates in Weftmoreland : another proof of 
the exifting enmity between the flavcs and 
the Maroons* 

Meanwhile, the pacific meafure refolved 
upon was attempted. On the nth of 
Auguft, in the morning, thiFty-feven * 
able Maroons, with old Montague their 
Chief, went down from Trclawney Town,. 
and furrendered their arms to* Lord BaK 
Carres at the head-quarters at Vaughan's 
Field, in confequence of the proclamation- 

• Edwards fnys they were chiefly old tncn ; on the coo- 
trary, they were moft of them young men, and excellent 
fiiots* 
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cf t1i€ 8th. With thefe were two Maroom 
captains, named James Palmer and Edmund 
Parkinfon*, On furrendering themfelves 
they declared, that although feme of the 
Maroons were badly difpofed, many were 
defirous of coming in, but were afraid ^ 
£Lnd the whole body have fince declared^ 
that had this trial of the furrender of the 
thirty-feven fucceeded, moft of the reft, if 
not all, were prepared to follow the ex- 
ample, but unfortunately the reception of 
old Mbntague and his companions was not 
fuch as they expeded. They were all, old 
Montague excepted, bound with their hands 
behind, and on the X3th fent into con- 
finement at Montego Bay ; one of them, 
exafperated at his difappointment^ having 
previoufly put an end to his exiftence by 
ripping out his bowels. . You will not, I 
am fure, think me capable of relating thefe 
fa£ts through invidious motives; but not 

• There was no Maroon Captain of the name of Leonard 
Parhitifont the print given by Mr. Eiwards with that 
Aiame^ would fuit any of the Maroons. 

N 3 to 
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to mention them, would be to fubjed my^ 
felf to an imputation of a ferious nature, 
no lefs than what a very high authority 
denominates a lie of omiflion^. It was 
judged proper, and no doubt generally ap^ 
pcared fo at the time, that the thirty-feven 
Maroons who furrendered fhould be ordered 
to prifon. It was however refolved, that 
two of them fhould be fent to prevail upon 
the others to furrender alfo, and for that 
purpofe Captain Cralkell recommended Pair 
mer and Parkinfon as moft worthy of con- 
fidence. They were accordingly difpatched 
to Trelawney Town ; but upon the report 
they made of the reception and trejitment 
of the thirty-feven, the Maroons, far from 
following the others, iraniediately fet fire 

to both their towns: and retired, next 

■ t 

day, the I2th, at noon, to the fettlement 
of Schaw Caftle/ 

* Paley's Priociplcs of Moral Philofophy, Book III. 

ch. 15. By fupprclCng evident fadls to gratify the preju- 

* dices of a fet of men, or indulge their own^ the beil hif- 

torians would lofe all aiithority^ and fink into the charafker 

of party writers* 

At 
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At this jundure, the public mind was 
la a great ferment. Many gentlemen oa 
the North fide, more acquainted with the 
Maroons than the inhabitants of the South 
fide, and refident near the fcene of adlion^ 
ignorant of the grounds on which the 

Council of War in Spanifli Town had de- 
cided on martial law, confid^red the mea<- 
fures as hafty, and hardly juftified by cir- 
cumflances and the fituation of the Maroons 
at that time. The principal oflScers too, 
thought themfelves entitled from their local 
knowledge to be more confulted; though, 
at the fame time it mufl: be owned, they 
made a vain eftimate of their power, to 
reduce the Maroons, if necefTary, without 

the aid of the regular troops, which was 

» 

fully evinced whenever hard duty was re- ^ 
c|[uired« From fentiments like thefe, how- 
ever, jealoufies began to arife in the militia^ 
which, happily, were foon extinguifhed 
by the judgment aud prompt decifion of 
XfOrd Balcarres. The whole ifland was 
now darmed, and fonjte of the wealthy 

N 4 planteri 
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planters declared they would ftan4 forward 
with their fortunes to fupport the defenders 
of the country. Whatever difference of 
opinion exifted on fome heads, all were 
BOW agreed in the neceflity of humbling 
the Marodns, and every one offered his 
fervices. Preparations were made to fecure 
the country on all quarters. Betides the 
force already .with Lord Balcarres, there 
were one hundred and fifty of the 13th 
regiment of light dragoons difraounted 
under Colonel Walpole, who was fent to 
command the troops to the Soiith in St; 
£lizabeths} detichments of the 17th regi- 
inent of light dragoons under Capta.in 
Bacon, and one hundred of the 62 d regi- 
ment of foot under Colonel Hull, ordered 
.tto the North fide^ from Spanifh Town, 
with other fmaller detachments of troops, 
flopped in their way to join their refpedivo 
tegiments in St. Domingo^ 

Things had now come to a crifis, and^ 
on the 1 2th of Auguft, early in the morn^. 

ing 
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ing, a company of free pedple of colour^ 
commanded by Captain Hamilton, belong-^ 
ing to the St. Jameses militia, on thei^ 
march to join Lord Balcarres, were attack^ 
ed within a mile of Vaughan's Field, near 
a fpring at the bottom of fome grounds 
cultivated by the Maroons on fufferarice. 
Captain Hamilton made a -gallant ftand^ 
and his aflailants retreating, he joined the 
Commander in Chief with the lofs o£ only* 
two men killed and fix wounded. Ofli 
the fame day, an advanced poft of the 
militia at Chatfworth, below the riiins of 
Schaw Caftle^ and a mile to the north of 
Trelawney Town, were fired upon from 
the heights above them. Hoftilities 
were thus unequivocally commenced oa 
the part of the Maroons, and extinguiflied 
all doubt of their determination ; a deter** 
mination which muft furely have fprung 
from the ralhnefs of defpair, if they re- 
ceded a moment on the unequal force 
with which they had to contend: but 

which> 
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wliich^ from the refult, might appear to 
have been infpired by their dependence oil 
faftnefles. 



Lord Balcarres now refolved to lofe no 
time, and, on the 12th, fent a difpatch by 
Captain Crafkell to Colonel Sandford, with 
an order, on the receipt of it, which would 
be at half paft two or three at lateft, imme- 
diately to take poffeffion of the New Town, 
^heel to the right and occupy the provi« 
fion-grounds, by which he would have the 
Rebels in the rear^ and his Lordfliip would 
have them in the front* Colonel Sandford 
had received an old incorred plan of the 
country through which he was to pafs, that 
had perplexed him and given htm much 
trouble. Fortunately he had been joined 
by Mn Robertfon the commanding officer 
df Fort Dalling, who was profeiTionally a 
knd furveyor, well acquainted with the Ma- 
roon towns and the feat of war. With his 
aififtance, and the attendance of a Trelaw- 

14 intj 
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litfy Town Maroon*, Colonel Sandford 
bad managed to clear his way, and to 
ppen the paths leading to the Maroon 
towns. On the morning of the i^th, 
he had advanced to Schaw Gaftle, where 
the Maroons were feen on the heights 
between that place and the New Town, 
blowing their horns, and menacing hioi 
in every way they could devife. He re- 
mained quiet, however, till a quarter paft five 
.o'clock in the afternoon, when he received 
the order, which, it is evident, fhould have 
arrived fooner. He inftantly advanced 
i|;\fith the greateft alacrity, and climbed the 
very difficult acclivities • of the • mountwi 

• This Maroon dcfervcs to be particularly mentioned. 
His name is Thomas^ and he was a c|ptain. His chara^er 
was well known to Mr. Robertfon^ in the neighbourhood of 
yrhofe penn he had loiig refided; and by whom he had bectt 
employed in frequent expeditions in the interior of the 
country. Confident of his fidelity, Mr. Robertfon fpoke of 
him to Colonel Sandford^ who offered to prote^ and reward 
him for his fer vices; and he was accordingly brought to the 
Colonel by Mr. Robertfon. Far from requiring induce* 
orients to ferve. Captain Thomas felt hurt that rewards 
fhould be thought neceflary. His condud through the war 
was uniformly good. He flill refides in his old habitation^ 
{uid enjoys ^ (mall annuity paid him by the parifb* 

with 
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with his dragoons mounted, accompanied by 
fome of the militia and many volunteers, and 
took pofleflSon of the fcite of the New Town. 
On the approach of the troops, the Maroons 
retreated within the defile, and remained on 
a pofition where, unfeen themfelves, they 
could obferve the motions of the body a£ting 
againft them. It appears to have been the 
intention of the Commander in Chief, that 
Colonel Sandford (hould remain at the 
ftation he was directed to take, in order t6 
co-operate in an attack he meditated oa 
the fide of the Old Town: but had thi$^ 
co-operation even taken place, had Lord 
ISalcarres been at the Old Town, as na^ 
turally expeded by Colonel Sandfbrd, it 
would not have^ cut off the Maroons from 
the route to Tackey's eaftward, nor pre- 
vented their taking poiTeflion of their 
defile at Guthrie's to the South, for 
they watched both approaches with the 
greateft vigilance. Be that as it may^ 
Colonel Sandford, on his arrival at the 
fcite of the New Town^ being afliired 

by 
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by the officer who brought the difpaCciif 
that there was no road or provifion-ground 
to the right, as mentioned in the order^ 
but that he might advance to the Old 
Town, obferving that it was only a quarter 
of a mile, and that the road was not worie 
than that by which they had afcended^ 
iiftened unfortunately to thefe counfels, and 
taking Captain Roberffoti for his guide^ 
entered the defile at the head of the dra-* 
goons, followed by Colonel Gallimore and 
his volunteers, and about twenty dif- 
mounted volunteer troopers^ The extent 
of the column was nearly half the length 
of the defile, and the Maroons fufFered the 
head of it to reach within a third of the 
Old Town, without giving the flighteil 
indication that they were ranged behind 
the bufhes. At length, an unfexpedled 
and tremendous volley of fmall arms, from 
behind trees, was fired from the left upon 
the column from one end to the other : all 
prefTed forward, and Colonel Sandford^ at 
. the head of bis men, advanced towards the 

3; town. 
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town, where two paths leading to it m^et 
Another volley was now poured from be- 
hind the trees, and Sandford fell, clofe by 
Captain Robertfon. Had he efcaped, it is 
probable he would have maintained the po- 
iitidn of the Old Town ; an open elevated 
iituation, at a fufficient diftance from the co- 
vered fire of the Maroons. Far different was 
the event. On .his death a panic pervaded 
the whole body: diforder enfued, no one 
was cbUe£ted enough to dired: or ad vife, and 
flight feemed the only refource for fafety. 
The troops took the neareft way from the 
town to head-quarters, fome of them keep- 
ing up a fcattered fire on an imaginary 
enemy, no Maroon having appeared fince 
the fall of Sandford, which was afcertained 
by feveral gentlemen who immediately after 
walked through the town and the fame road 
to head-quarters. There was no recovering 
the panic that had feized the troops: all 
contended for the front of the race *• 

The 

' * A fiagular circamftance occurred on the troopa entering 
the New Towo. A dragoon^ in a burning hut^ laid his 

handa 
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The party arrived at head-quarters in 
the dark, many of them weakly teftifying 
their joy on efcaping by firing their pieces 
in the air; noife and confufion enfued^ 
and more danger was apprehended from 
friends than foes. Lord Balcarres having 
flipped from a plank, rendered llippery by 
rain, received a contufion over the eye, 
which fome at firft imagined proceeded 
from a ball ; his Lordftiip, however, put 
a ftop to the uproar, and reftored order. 
The troops were kept on the alert all night, 
left the Maroons, elated with their fuccefs, 
fhould venture to follow it up; but thefe 
were otherwife employed, having returned 
to their town to recruit their fpirits by the 
aid of rum, an application to which had 

before rendered them frantic and defperate* 

ft 

hands upon a book entitled Wake*s Cathecifm. This he 
thruft into his jacket dire6tly over his heart. As he' palllui 
through the defile, he received a ball which mufl have 
killed him on the fpot, had it not been for the book which 
had about two hundred pages in it. The bullet penetrated 
h within three leaves, lyhere it lodged. 

So 
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So great were their excefTes this night, that 
nt leaft fixty of them^ by their own con^^ 
feifion, lay iii a ftate of infenfibiUty from 
intoxication till two o^clock next day^ 
when, with the affiftance of the women^ 
and lefs intoxicated men, they were re* 
moved into the Cockpit of Petit River, 
within Guthrie*s defile. Could the Com* 
mander in Chief have divined their fitua- 
tion, and detached troops to the town in 
the morning, more than a fourth of the 
young Maroon men would have fallen into 
their hands without the power of refift* 
ance : but a forefight of this kind is not to 
be expefted, and greater caution was now 

become neceflary to prevent fimilar difafters^ 
from which fatal confequences might be 
apprehended. 

It is to be obferved, that as Colonel 
Sandford was entering the defile, a detach* 
ment of militia, that had been ordered to 
join him at Schaw CafUe, had followed 
him, and was coming up to the fcite of 

the 
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tbeMw Tdwft) ^ere they Were dif^aed 
v^Yttikt&a; whltflk th«y did All-'«%lKt 'Pb^ 
fpdt beinf left teftkUo thia thAt cfihe Oli^ 
Town^ as h > it left cleared* ihdWft that 
tbett'vvai nothtttg-itfr pf^vtfit the Uti^- 
fi»iii hoaa^ aifb >aecupied Vy • tli^ tMOps. ' 

It!« iKiaidHtd bid ^gretfed that t&e |>dn& 
by 4Kt(5h the tt6of9 T^ere k^rtlkfd MriCy ld> 
Head Qo^rtersl, pTevented their oildipyfK^ 
t\tt fcUc (tf the Old to^d, iifter ffiely 'iliHet^* 
HI pdffffloh of it, arid mtght 
^ed- iti witbdut refiftimee. 
dhite cfiicam^dg there would not 6Dly have 
ft^ed flie tlve^'cf many who £ed of theiif 
iMrbttiids, ot through fatigue, but would have 
ItR on the minds of the Maroons an im- 
j^reffion t&at even their defiles were not to 
fife depended upon ; whereat abandoning 
l&t towtt vrzA giving them a triumph, and 

ddt^ming their reliance on thdir pofition. 

f • • • 

4 

The Commander in Chief iflued a pro- 
clamation, pointing out the ill confequencea 
Vol. I. O of 
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of not adhering ftridly to orders^ aUuding 
to the Qoaduift of the unfortunate Sandfordi 
who had been directed to remain on the 
ground to which he was ordered } and 
although fome of his . frieddt were witting, 
to believe his orders were difcretiooa^, it 
is known from the higheft authority that 
they were pofitive ^. His fault was aR>i|ed 
for by the loia of his life ; and if we xtfle^: 
upon (he circumftanees that induced hii|\ 
to a£k from the beft of.his jttdgment9 the 
rigour of duty will perhaps be found not. 
fully to fupport the cenfure tfacat fQilfyvffii' 
his fall; for, befides the danger attendfogi 
a halt through the night in. the ppfixion.he. 
had taken, it had not been in his:po]0rer/ 
to comply with the orders he had recelvcd^^ 
not being able toiind the Ipot mentioned 
in them, on which he was directed to take. 
his poft. After inquiring in vain few it,. 
reflecting on the (lifadvantages of the pp&r 
tion he had been obliged to take, believing 

f - r • , 

• 1 

• Vote* of the /iStaibly, 

that 
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that the Commander in Chief had hiatch- 
ed to the Old Town to co-operate with 
him, and urged by a reprefentation that 
diminilhed in imagination the diflSculties 
tb be encdutltci'ed, having performed his 
duty as exactly as he could, without being 
ible tb adhdre to the ftridl letter of his 
otders, he yielded to hope and valour, and 
was utifortunate* 

In this difaftrbus affair, thete fell of the 
regular • troops, befides Colonel Sahdford 
and his cjuattet-maftet, fourteen men ; of 
the militia, thirteen perforis, among whom 
was the gallant Colonel GalHmore, theiif 
dommander ; and of the volunteers, eight: 
and many Wer6 wouuded. Notwithftand- 
ing this lofs, fuch was the advantageous 
mode iti which the Maroons engaged, that 
not a fictgle mail of them was killed. 
Humberlefs cruelties ^cte faid at the time 
to have been ptafl:ifed on the wounded, 
but this aflertion proved erroneous. Thofe 
who were (hot remained in the places 

O 2 where 
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Avhere they fell, and Tome of tbe wounded 
fled into the wood?, where they languiQied 
^nd p^riihed : others died through fatigoe, 
which was eyiticcd by (wo bQdica that 
were found a few days after at the foot qf 
the hills, one being very (lightly wounded 
on the neck, and the other not wounded 
at alL Colonel Gallimore's death was not 
immediate ; he was certainly wounded, and 
never feen after. The Maroons could give 
i}0> account of him, which tb^y would luive 
been able to do had he fallen into thdr 
hands, as he was perfonally known to them, 
and had very lately been at their town 
with the mediators^ They had tbe watches, 
knives, pencils, and other things of the; 
reft that fell, but nothing of Gallimore's^ 
except his gun, which he muft have 
dropped on being wounded, and making; 
for the woods. As his body was nevec 
found, it is probable that the confofioQ ol 
the fcene, and approach of night,/favour^ 
his retreat into the covered grounds, wherc^ 
from fatigue, or lofs of b^ood, he may 

z have 



1mv6 ^^q^ifdd, like othef^, id fome rtcefi j 
whichy ffom tfaie dlificultj ^f being pe^ 
ii^Mltedy .time itfelf may lievcr difcover* 
Cflllimore was a bra^e, a^kive man, and 

» 

generaHy beloved. 

Hie Maroons tUvr found that the fcite 
ixf^ibe Old To#n was not a fecurepofition, 
aftd . I^refore tefolved to ftation only a 
finali pArty of men thert to keep a lobk- 
Otit^ for thefe were three other accelfib!e 
Approaches h& difficult than (hat Which 
had been attempted ; one from Vaughan^s 
Kdd, which was the eafxeftj another by 
a cireuitons track from the New Town, 
leading into the former near its entrance 
to the Old Town ; and a third to th6 
eaftward, through Tackey's Defile. The 
bocfy of Maroons, therefore, retired to 
their women in Guthrie's Defile, the en- 
trance of which they occupied in fuch a 
manner, as to render it impregnable. It 
appeared otherwife, however, to many a 
foldier who carried this poft in imagination, 

O 3 and 
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^ad talked of covering the front by an 
ludvance, prote^ing the line hy two flanking 
partie^i) and puihing on bri&ly. • Very 
prpper l^ngyage vfh^. i% can be appiifd^ 
but here niifplaced. The iid^s pf (hia 

defile are nearly perpendicular^, and can 
pnly be ^nter^d one by one, Qpr hjave 
2(ay of the. gallant fellowsi whp attcnpipted 
it ever returned*. The pradlic#hiJity. of 
advapcing upqn'an enemy in thefe cocl^pin 
{8 not to be judged of.hy other featf of 
war I Apr (h^ hardihips of ^ caqipaigni by 
(hqfe fuftidaed in ^ regular warfare. ^ The 
tadtics required in the T^clltwn^ moutitainf 
are not to be learned from Saxe,*Symea| 
Dundasa or any other w];iter qn the M^i^ry 
Art* 

It was refplved to furround the fe^t pf 
aAion as far as it was pra^icable, and 
reinforcements were called up, cpnfiftiqg 
of a hundred men of tlie Cid regiment 

• Sec a dcfcription of thb defUe la Cudjoc's war, anU^ 

under 
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finder Ck>lonel HuII^ a detachment of that 
gallant regiment, the 17th of light dra^ 
goons, and large bodies of militia. The 
Blen were employed feveral days in de- 
ilroying all the provifions in the vicinity 
p{ the Maroon Town, a work the Maroons 
eoidd not venture out of their faftnefles to 
repel; Upon the heights, however, within 
three quarters of a tnile of the head-qusurters, 
their advance^d piquets kept their ground 
in fight, relieving their fentries with the 
utmc^ regularity, and communicating in* 
fdfigence by their horns from height to 
height along their pofts. The different 
bodies employed in deftroying the prc- 
iri(km-grounds, fired frequent vollies into 
the gullies, which made the woods re-echo, 
ind the 'Maroons fmile, for they knew 
where to obtain provifions, and were amufed 
at the wafte of powder. Succefs had in* 
Creafed their infolence, and rendered themf 
more daring. Johnfon and Smith had joined 
them with their families ; and the confidence 
they repofed in thefe chiefs, particularly the 

O 4 former^ 



foj^eft to wboff comm^ tfify fu^ralttft^ 
theipfclve^, g«vfi ^eater regularity^d «S^ 
tQ their eqt^rif^^, and kept aHve the ^qpa 
of foff^^g the Govcrniamt tQ iMiiW(»g«P«ft 
tprms, 



. ) 



X40i(4^ ^ak^rrea, flill cooceiving it to U^ 
^ ii^temion of the Maroons to d^pa^ 
l\i€\jf towoi, determined to make a g^n^rfi^ 
;|tt^ck upon, iff J A fmall $eld»piece waa 

« 

wUh th(i uloiflft 4i^9v»Uy ariyanced, ^^^ 
tb4 dJx^^lloo of Coloael Fit^bt irom ^ 

« 

Ji^ad-qtwtc;;?,) thro^gU fpmq of tl^e T^ia?4 
prQviHonrgrounds, on an acclivity mpr^ 9r 
precipice than a h^U, to the fcite of th^ 
^^ew Town, where divifions* of the J7tl^ 
and JQth light dragoons had hutted tbemn 
ielves. To effed this» it was QeqeD^M^ tq^ 
cut a trapk, the line of which wa9 cUre^S^ 
lij the bugles of the 1 7th regiqient ; vThQ^ 
yiilh 4 pany of negroes under Colonel Fra^ 
iSer^ the Engineer, and a detachment of the 
^ragooi^s, we^c cleating the way to meet 
(he $y*p]f b?gun ijj th? oppofite direaiosn 

• by 
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Vf fli ptfty of negroes, employed with 
Cok>nQ) Fitcht The QtOl day's attempt waa 
defeated by violent rains, fuch as cannot 
be eafiily imagined by thofe who have not 
b^eon in tropical clin^tjiteit It was now the 
ywythcaeht of the rainy feafon, and it 
neve): failed to pour down daily for three 
er.four hours, Ibmetime between noon 
and funfett A fetopd attempt on the next 
d«y {ucqeededi and the field-piece was 
mounted At the New Town. After the 
troops had ^en poflTeffion of it, variona 
articles of linen and pl^^,, of coniiderabla 
v^uf^ were^ found fa trunks hid Itk tbe 
adjoining buihesi which proves that thft 
Maroons were not fo deftitute of conve* 
piences as has been faid: many of the» 
dragoons were furnifhed with chintz nights' 
gowns. It is remarkable that at the time 
of tranfportiog the field-piece,' a Maroon 
named Dunbar, who afterwards came in 
if^itb. a flag, was fo near :«vith twelve men, 
as to hear Colonel Fitch, give an . order inc 

^ cogtimon tone of voice to an officer 

(landing 
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ilanding near hiqd, tD advance his btigfc, 
and anfwer Colonel Frafer's as foon as it 
was heard. Dunbar declared he was not 
thirty feet ofF, and that he would have 
made his party fire, but that he was not 
fo (itoated as to make an immediate retreM:^ 
from the large body that might l^aine been 
brought againft him, there being above 
two hundred men at a halt near Colonel 
Ktch when he gaVe the orden This Ma* 
foon, notwitbflanding t^e vigilance with 
which the furrounding country was guard- 
ed; pafled the poft at Vaughain's Field at 
ir o'clock at night on the* 30th of 
Aogiiftj'and burned the -buildings at a 
plaiii called Bandon^ only (ix miles from 
the head^quarters on the road to Montega 
Bay, 

Lord Balcarres now prepared for the 
general attack, his Lordfliip himfelf heading 
the troops from Vaughan^s Field, Colonel 
Hull advancing with thofe at the New 
Town, and Colonel Incledon marching 

by 
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by the way of Tackey*8. In the afccnt 
then was mnch firing to intimidate the 
Mafoons ; but they, we have already fccn, 
had decamped, and the three dividons ar- 
rived together without any oppofition or 
annoyance^ except from fortie ihots fired 
at a great diftance by a dozen of Maroons 
ft^ndix^ upon a high rock that overlooked 
{he tpwn^ aad by .which two men were 
wounded* On the arrival of the troops, 
the remaina of Colonel Sandfbrd^ and 
eighteen other bodies, were fbmid and 
buried. In confequence of this movement, 
^piord Balcarres w^s ^nabjed to advance the 
greater part of the forces fironj Yaughan'a 
field, tp "mitbin three quarters of a iinile 
of the Ml^roons pofted at Guthrie's D&i 
$le, leaving behiiid only a fmall detaehM 
ment to guard fhe ftores, find the fick and 
wpuqdcd- 

The tfoops took pofleffion of the fcite 
pf the Old Town in the beginning of the 
fnpnth of September, when Lord B^lcarres 

8 not 
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not finding the f^hds, ad h^ 6xp6fted» 
defending their town» gave the commMid 
to Colonel Fitch, and fet out for MonteigOi 
Bay, to make the necefTary anrckng^toentl 
^or carrying on fo fingular a war. The 
body of Maroons that had furrendered wtf e 
ftill in cohfinemeilt at Montego Bay; tbefe 
his Lor4(hip deemed it prudent torihip on 
board a yeflel in the harbour, as^'fbe beft 
mode.cf iecurtng them j iaind ^fxtraordinary 
tewar(^ were o&red for the heads of 
Palmdr: .and Parkinfon,. the two nien^ tirbo 
bad been chofen from among them i6 
return and perfuade the reft of the Maroons 
to fuirrender. They ^ere fuppofcd ta have 
aded contrary td the defign with which 
they were fent, and to have inflSgattd the 
bilrning of the fowhs : but that was not 
the fafl; for no foonet was it reported 
to the Maroons, that the party who had 
fubmitted, had been tied and fent pri* 
foners to Montego Bay, than each man^ 
of his own accord, determined to fet fire 
to his houfc, declaring he would die rather 

than 
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iixHk litfrender, and be fliipped off the 
couutry widi his arms ia his hands ; and 
ia this refolutioa Palmer aod Parkiofbn 
concunped. 

Soon after that event, a captain of the 
Accompong Maroons, named Chambers, 
Went up to the poft the Trelawney people 
had taken, for the purpofe of perfuading 
them to fubmit j but his knowledge of the 
fecret track by which he paffed proved 
latal to him ; for the Accompongs having 
taken a decided part in favour of Govern- 
ment, it was fufpe£ted he might be in- 
duced to guide the troops. He was fhor 
by Palmer, and his head was cut off in 
refentment againft his tribe. 

Previous to Lord Balcarres's departure 
for the feat of Government, a feledl party 
of a£tive young men, fit for the woods, and 
(oofifting chiefly of fuch as had been ia 
the habits of hunting the wild boar in the 
interior forefts of the- mountains, often 

accom* 



acdottipariied by the Marodns, prdfeiited 
thetafelves to his Ldrdlhip, offerihg to go 
Tvith a chofcn b^nd of Black-Shdt, many 
of whom had been their companions in 
the toils and pleafures of the ehace, and 
purfue the Maroons wherever they could; 
requeuing, at the fame time^ to be com-^ 
manded by Major John James* Lord Bal« 
Carres liftened with fatisfadion to this ofFer, 
but gave a pofitive denial to the requeft 
with which it was accompanfed, declaring 
that there were charges to be exhibited 
^giinft Major James on which he ibould 
have him tried. He gave them any other 
choice^ which they declined; and were, 
in confequence^ ordered to join their re- 
fpedlive corps. 

To perfift in a demand, after fuch rea- 
fons had been affigned from fuch authority^ 
bcfpoke unbecoming arrogance and pre- 
fumption ; but, on the other band, thtf 
denial created no little difgtrft, and that 

difguft was farther increafed on the follow- 
ing 



iDg occaiion.' Major James, who had 
waited with confidence for the threatened 
trial, hearing no more of it, went into 
Trclawiiey, and attached himfelf, with 
fome of the young men whofe offer had 
been fruillefs, to a party goiog out from 
that quarter. .When he went on fervicc 
with his friendff, it was immaterial who 
had the nominal command, the real com« 
mand was conceded to ' him. He led this^ 
party to the Maroon tracks, and told them 
the route the rebels would take. By fmelU 
ing the fmoke of their fires, he direded 
<&c party to a fpot where they found an 
illd invalid or two, who had not ftrength 
to efcape, and, after a very tedious and 
faiiguing march, clofe at the heels of a 
body of Maroons, be brought them up to 
Guthrie's Defile. : " So far," faid he, point- 
ing to the entrance, ^*"you may purfue, 
but no farther : No f6Vce can enter here ; 
no virhite . man, : except myfelf, or fome 
ibldier of the Maroon eftabliihment, has 
ever gone beyond thii^ . With the greateft 
: difficulty 
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difficulty I have penetrated foof mites 

farther, and not ten Maroons liave gone 

• » 

ib far as that. There are two other ways 
of getting into the defile praAicable for 
the Maraons, but not for any cf yoa. In 
neither of them can I afeend 6r defcenrf 
with my arras, which muft be -handed to 
m« ftep by ftep, as pradtifed by the Ma- 
Kions therafelve8» One of the ways lies 
to the Eaftward, and the other tiD the iK^efi^ 
ward, and they will take carie to have belli 
guarded if they fufped that I am with yoiiy 
which, from the route you have come CO- 
day,» they will They now fee. you, and 
if you advance fifty paces more, they witt 
convince yeu of it.'* He had hasdly 
^oken,. when the Maroon. bom founded 
bis calh To this he made no.anfwer, and^ 
then a voice addreiTed the party^ defiriog 
to know if he was among themw ^ If he 
16," faid the voice,. ^^ let him go back, we 
do not wifli to hurt htm; but as for the 
reft: of you, come on and try battle if yotf 
dioofe/' lit being impra^able ta efttn 

the 
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the defilei ' the party, ex^^ufted by f^ti^i^ 
and huoger,^ returned by ^ cu^G^ito^8 vom^ i 
and coming tp a poll ^hftre a fidd-Qi^c^r 
of th^^ regulars cprnmaqd^d, Jaoies, who 
was ill before he k% out, being now €i|- 
tremcly wearied, threw himfelf dpwQ on 
the foot of 4 flight of fteps ^^ading up to 
the dpor of the houfe. from his drefs aod 
p^rfon, neither of which had any marl;^ of 

iuperiwity, but pn the cpntr^ry hs^d ^ dirty 

« 

^ppe^r^qce, the fentry or4ered h|m to ge( 
yp» James, after a ihort reft on the ftpps, 
w^8 afc^ndiag to go in; but the fentry 
again was rough, and told him thtf it was 
ordered that people coming there, ihoukl 
be fent to the back of the houfe. An 
altercation enfued, which brought out the 
officer, who ' probably not knowing Major 
James, abufed him. Such a man was not 
accuftomed to put up with abufive lan- 
guage ; he retorted with violence, and well 
it was that fome gentlemen interfered, and 
took him away. Although this occurrence 
was by fome fufpeded to have arifen from 
Vol, I. P a pre- 
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a prejudice in the mind of the ofEcer, it 
was more generally fuppofed to have been 
a miftake, as he was too worthy a man 
to have aded thus from motives o£refent- 
ment« On James no court-martial was 
ever held, but he ferved no more: he 
retired in ill health, and the accufation 
preying upon his mind, he lingered in a 
declining ftate, and died in the courfe of 
the next year. It is not to be wondered 
at that he was not tried. With many 
valuable qualities, he was a weak man, 
but of weakaefs only could he have been 
eonvided. 






LETTER VIL 

Plan of Operations, — Command given to Colonel Fttch*^^ 
General Reid ddvdncef ^viti the Militia 1o Vaughdns^ 
fold.'^Parlej iettaeeri CohnelFiich andihe Maroons,*^ 
Dunbar and Harvey fuffered to v^it the Maroon Pri'- 
foners in Montegp Bay tiarlour.-'^Confequence.^^^Party 
pMeSHftg working Slaves anAuJbed.'^XSeneral Anim$» 
Jitj of the Slaves towards the Maroons.^^Liiutenant 
Tomlinfont — Colonel Fitch and a Party go to Le^s pofi% 
^The Party amiuJbed.—Briffet and others killed.'^ 
Colonel Fitch iilled.^^Captain Lee morially iMunded,'^ 
Charaffer ofCfiontl Fitch, -^Lord Balcarre/s Speeck 
-^Murenfon and Count La Fitte brought before tbi 
Houfe ofAJfemhly. — The former derues every Part ef 
his Declaration.-^Tie Houfe of Affemily recommend to 
Lord Balcarresy thai they and all the French hefent 
off.^-'^rant to Lord Batcarrfs durifig Martial Law**^ 
Grant to the Accompong Maroonsj^^Two Companies of 
Free People of Colour raifed,''^Rewards for killing or 
taking a Trelawney ^own Maroon. — State of the 
JTar.'^^loom cafl oviT the Ifland. 

The future pl4n 6f the waf, which tsras 
refolved upon before the Lieutenant-Go-^ 
vernor left the feat of a^ion^ wa$ to con« 

P 2 fine 
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fine the Maroons in a circle, and vafl 
bodies of negroes were employed to fell 
trees, in order to form the pods, or, in the 
military language, the cordoou The exe<« 
cution of the plan was committed to Co- 
lonel Fitch. At this time General Reid 
advanced with the militia from Kenfington, 
and occupied the quarters at Vaughans-field, 
where one company of the 83d had been 
left* This divifion of the 'militia confifted 
of detachments of the St James's, Weft- 
moreland, and Hanover regiments, to 
which the General^ by his own perfonal 
intereft, added a large body of confidential 
Black i%ot, coIle£ted from different plan- 
tations. With this force he made feveral 
attempts to penetrate to the Maroon pofts^ 
and to fnrprife their foraging parties. 
He alfo projected a general attack upon 
their main body in the Cockpit, according 
to their own mode of war. Detachments 
of militia from all the pariflies of the 
county of Cornwall were ordered to marcb: 
and lie in ambuih by the feveral paths lead- 
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Ing to the Cockpit, while the fflain bodjr of 
the militia, confifting of alxttit three hnn* 
dred men, marched dire^y to it, in order 
to furprife the Maroons ; who, if they en- 
deavoured to efcape, could aot fail to &U 
into the ambufhes laid for them. The' 
militia, on their approach to the Cockpit, in- 
Head of proceeding, wheeled to the left and 
marched into the Old Town ; but, being ill 
received by the Commanding Officer there, 
returned to Vaughansfield, where they had 
marched in the morning. The other ex- 
peditions projeded by General Reid were 
rendered fruitlefs and diftrefling by violent 
and inceflant rains, which damaged the 
powder. The militia were now haraiFed 
to death, yet bore every fatigue patiently 
and without a murmur. At length they 
became fo tired of the fervice,. that on the 
companies being relieved every fortnight, 
few of thofe who went from the polls re- 
turned. It was fo haralling, that not many 
could bear h. Captain Oldham^ of the 
62d, died of fatigue. 

P3 Socw 
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Soon' after the command had devolved 
on Colonel .Fitch, the Maroons ufed to 
come, in bodies, to the heights above his 
quarters, and call to him. He invited 
them to a parley, aifuring them that they 
* ihould not be hurt, but fuffered to return 
\^hen they pleafed ; on which they re- 
quefted him to withdraw his fentries ; and, 
on that being complied with, fome of them 
came down. They declared to him, that 
the Maroons were ready to fubmit on a 
promife of pardp;^ and an aflurance that 
they ihould not be fent off the country. 
Colonel Fitch told them that he was not 
authorized to grant them any fpecific terms^ 
but would undertake to promife all of them 
their lives; that he would in the mean 
time write their wiflies to the Lieutenant* 
Governor, and candidly communicate bis 
anfwer. They preffed him to take the 
arrangement upon h,imfelf, but he perfifted 
in not exceeding his authoi:ity, telling them 
that if they wiftied for peace, he would he 
glad to conclude one with them^ or eye;^ a 

tnicc,^ 
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tmcey but that he was equally ready fbr 
hoftilitiea ; for that if he were not employed 
in reducing them, he mud go and attack 
the French at St. Domingo, and that it was 
immaterial to him with which of the king's 
enemies he fought. At laft they declared 
that they would furrender upon his good 
wordy^at is, depending on his honour for 
favourable terms, if he would permit two 
of their men to go and vifit their friends 

who had furrendered, and were at MontegQ 
Bay. This was agreed to^ and they feleAed 
for the purpofe Dunbar and Harvey, who, 
leaving their muikets and anmiunition with 
General Reid, were fuffered to pafs un^ 
molefted. 

During their abfence many of the Ma* 
roons came together, fometimes to the 
number of (ixteen, to Colonel Fitch's 
quarters, protefling the moft peaceable in* 
clinations. At the end of two days the 
vifitors returned, bringing with them a 

P4 few 
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Ifew |)6Uftda of fidt. Coldn6l Fitdi remon^ 
ftrtted with thism oil cvrymg in the falt^ 
which was unneceflary, as they were to 
Ikrreiider the next day, but on their ob^ 
ferving that the quantity was fb fmaU aft 
fcarcely to adm¥t a divifion, he fufiered it 
to pafs. With Dunbar aiid Harvey old 
Montague returned from Vaughans-fidd, 
where he had been kept. This ttiffi^n, as 
itoight haV* been forefeet, wais attetaded 
^<nth ede^s fiftiilar to the return of Palmer 
iaftd Patkinibn, whofe companions had beeft 
<fetat into coniBhettient on their furrehder. 
IDuAbar and Harvey )reportcd that theit 
ttknds were on ioard a Jbipy aftd in con*- 

fequence Colonel Fitch had no more vtfits 
from the Maroons, who now prepared to 
^lit to th6 laft man rather than furrenden 

TVevibw to employing the working 
•parties of negroes on opening the ground 
^i" the cordon, Colonel Fitch judged it 
tight to advance fome pofts on the outlets 
<n 'tracks by which the Maroons fupplied 

them« 
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dmmfelves wiUi provifiims fraft the adja« 
cent country. This wtt immediately done* 
and^ as the approach to Guthrie^B defile 
was incumbered with low trees, islennixod 
with bufhes and ilrigg^ing plantains in a 
ruinous ftate, lie distatnined tt> clttff k» 
Some hundreds of flaves were empioyed on 
tl^s work under protedion of tlie twd 
flank companies of the Weftmordand mi«- 
Ifcia, which had remained at the old tomu, 
with Coloiyel Fitch. The Maroons fent « 
party under a captain ca&kd Charles Sdiaw, 
to lite ih ambufh and fHrprite th€(e com* 
panies, in which they were iricMfsfuI ; foij^ 
coming upon t!bem utKixpededly, they 
forced thcfm to retreat with a lofs of dx wr 
feven men killed, anfd fome woand^ rbe*. 
fides about ten iflaves- of the workii^ P^>i^ 
4naflacred And het« I canoaot but repeat;, 
that nothing could be more iH founded 
than the notion that the Maroons had gesstt 
intereft with the flaves. *t^ei4iaps on a few 
of the plantations near their fetftlemeikt^ 
Where they had formed connexions, thcf 

might 



( «i8 ) 

might have had influence as far as thofe 
connexions extended, but by the genera- 
lity of the flaves they were hated ; bene 
the greateft readinefs and alacrity Ihown 
by thofe intrufted with arms againft them. 
Many thoufands, with fimilajr difpofitionsy 
might have been employed, had it been 
thought advifable, but thofe only were al- 
lowed to ferve whom their mafters chofe 
and vouched for. This maflacre did not 
deereafe their averfion. Several other 
Haves had been furprized and (lain by the 
Maroons, when ading in no manner a?- 
gunft them — ^a pradice for which John- 
fon's party was remarkable. Of the flaves 
that had joined the Maroons, the whole 
number appeared to have come from a few 
adjacent plantations and polinks ; they did 
not amoimt in the whole, men, women, 
and phildren, to a hundred, and of thefe 
many had been forced away. The am- 
bufcade into which the flanking companies 
of the Weftmoreland fell, was within half 
It mile of Colonel Fitch's quarters. Among 

7 the 
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the killed was Lieutenant Tomlinfon of the 
Light Infantry, whofe head was cut off, 
and afterwards feen fufpended by the hair 
to the bough of a tree. It was Imagined 
that he owed his death to the lofs of his 
fpeftacles, by which he miffed the route 
taken by his comrades. Tomlinfon was 
an aftive and worthy young man, ever 
ready to offer his fervices, and his death 
was much regretted. 

About a mile and a quarter to the fouth- 
ward of Colonel Fitch's pofition, there was 
an advanced poft, confifting of fome huts^ 
furrounded by (light pallifadoes, occupied 
by thirty privates, two corporals, and 
a ferjeant, under Captain Lee of the 
83d, who, finding his fituation by no 

means a fafe one, as it was commanded 
by heights acceflible to the Maroons, in- 
formed the commanding officer of the 
danger of it. Paying immediate attention 
to this information. Colonel Fitch, on the 
1 2th of September, about nine o'clock, feC 

out 
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out for Captain Lee's poft, attended by Co- 
lonel Jackfon of the militia, Lieutenant 
Brunt the Adjutant of the 83d, Captain 
BriiFet, Mr. Vaughan, and feveral other 
perfons, among whom were two Accom- 
pong Maroon captains, whofe names were 
Reid and Badnage. It is to be obferved 
that at this time the Accompongs had of^ 
fcred to ferve againft the Treiawney Ma* 
roons, and Colonel Walpole, wlio comi- 
manded in their diftridl, had fent fome of 
them to the feat of ai^ion. Previous to his 
departure &om the Old Town, Colonel 
Fitch fet his watch with Lieutenant Dixon'« 
of the artillery, who a few days before 

_ # 

had arrived at Head Quarters, with a de^ 
tacfament, two field-pieces, and a howitzer, 
defiriiag him to £re one of the field-pieces 
precifely at twelve o'clock. This was to 
afcertain the exa£t . bearing of Lee's poll, 
for which pnrpofe a compafs alfo was uiqd ; 
and I mention it to give fome idea of a 
country, where, in fo fhort a diftance, the 
windings and intricacies of a track are fuch 

3 as 
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AS to defy all certainty of its courfe or ter- 
mination. 

« 

Golotiel Fitch, on his arriyal at the poft, 
being iatisfied with the reprefentation that 
had been made of it hj Captain Lee, re- 
quefted Mr. Vaughan to return to Head 
Quarters and defire the firing of the field* 
piece to be delayed cxaQIj half an hoar 
longer than the hour firft fixed. In the 
mean time adding to thofe who had accom^ 
panied him Captain Lee and fixteen of his 
men, he moved forward with the double 
intention of advancing the poft, and of 
eftablifhing it in a pofition lefs liable to be 
annoyed. As^ this party proceeded^ the 
mountains feemed to life higher and higher, 
and the valleys to fink : a better fituation 
was fought in vain, none prefented itfelf. 
Marching on, however, they came to a 
fpot, where the Accompong captains, ob*- 
ferving fome recent traces of the Maroons, 
faid it was better to advance no farther, as 
the rebels had jufl been there, and could 

not 
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not be far off. Being ridiculed for their 
timidity^ they proved that they had good* 
grounds for the advice they had given, by 
pointing out the tops of the v^ild coco or 
cddo that had been lately dug up, and other 
inconteftible evidences. 

Proofs fo unanfwerable made an im- 
preilion on Colonel Jackfon, who imnie*« 
diately reprefented to Colonel Fitch, that 
his life was too valuable to be unnecelTarily 
riflced, requeuing permiffion to advance 

with Captain Briffet a little farther to re« 
connoitre the ground, and declaring, that 
if the nature of it proved impracticable and 
unpromifing, he would return, but if at 
all favourable, he would difpatch imme^ 
diate information to him of it. The ear- 
neftnefs with which Jackfon fpoke made 
Colonel Fitch fmile.— " What, Jackfon,'^ 
faid he, ^' in a point of duty do you think 
^ I fhould not be as forward as any other 
** man ?" Then in a placid manner, which 
was natural to him, he added : ^^ Well ; go 

« with 
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^ with Briflet ; there is no i:eeping him 
*^ back ; but I ihall exped to fee you here 
** again in ten minutes ; for if no eligible 

^^ pofition prefents itfelf within a quarter of 
" a mile, I muft endeavour to fecure Lee 
" a little better." 

Colonel Jackfon propofed to Captain 
BrifTet, that they fhould go alone, but the 
latter defired the two Accompong Captains, 
Reid and Badnage, to advance with them. 
They moved on accordingly, Colonel Fitch 
and the party following flowly. When 
they had proceeded about a hundred yards, 
the path ftriking into two fmaller ones of 
very abrupt defcent, Jackfon propofed tak- 
ing the one, and Briffet preferred the other. 
After a moment's hefitation, Briflet, turning 
to the two Accompongs, faid haftily, — 
Come, take that way, and I will follow 
you/' Thefe three had gone down about 
five yards, and Jackfon, who had pufhed 
in to examine the nature of the path he 
propofedi had returned and was juft de- 

fcending 
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icending after the others, when a tretiieti* 
dous volley of fmall ai*ms, which iQade the 
towering mountains, or rather imraeafuF* 
able precipices that enclofed the fcene of 
a^Ton, refound with thundering reverbera- 
tions, was poured upon the whole party by 
the Maroons, from an elevation within ten 
paces of them. The foldiers mechanically 
difcharged their pieces at the fmoke made 
•by the volley > but to little purpofe ; for aa 
tifual, the unfeen enemy were covered and 
proteded by trees and rocks. On the fire 
of the Maroons, BrifTet, wounded^ was ftses 
ftaggering to the right, and probably fell 
dead among the bufhes* Reid, the Ac« 
compong, gave a loud ihriek atid fell{ 
Badnage, the ' other Accompong, fell dead 
without a ftruggle or a groan, JackfoA 
efcaped unhurt, and running back on 
ground lower than the path, came up to 
Colonel Fitch, whom he found feated on 
an old fallen tree, bis arm fupported by n 
projeO:ing ftump, and his head reJfting oo 
his hand. His blood was tru;)^lia|^ down 

from 
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ftom tilt middle of his waiftcoat, abd the 
ihort red and brown ftriped linen jacket 
which he wore^ ftuck out behind^ appear* 
ing as if a rib had been broken* There 
could be no doubt that he was mor- 
tally wounded. Jackfon^ taking him by 
the hand that hung motionlefs by his fide^ 
repf^ted his name to him. ^^ It is Jackfon, 
^^ your friend Jackfon, look at me**' Say-^ 
ing this, he drew from his fide a fmall 
dagger, and holding it up to Colonel Fitch^ 
aflured him that he fhould not fall alive 
into the hands of the rebels while he could 
prevent it, declaring at the fame time that 
he would die with him rather than leave 
him. No one who knew Jackfon could 

doubt that he would have executed this 

« 

brave refolution, had the occation required 
it. Fitch knew him capable of it^ and 
turned his face with a benign look towards 
him as if to fay fomething kind ; but by 
this time the Maroons had reloaded, and 
the clicking of their guns as they were 
(pocked one after the other, giving notice 
Vol. I. CL of 
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of l&eir bemg ready to fire, Colonel Jack- 
ion cailled out ^ the foldiers to lie down, 
which being obeyed in proper time, the 
fyconi voRey did little niifchief. On hear- 
ing the order, Colonel Fitch turned his head 
towards t^e men, appearing to wifli to 
fpeak, while Jackfon at the fame inftant 
was endeavouring to pull him down under 
cover. This he relifted and again turned, 
feemmgly to- fpeak to Captain Lee or the 
men; but remaining in the fituation 1 have 
defcribed, he was too confpkuous a mark, 
and Jackfon's efforts to remove him from 
it were fucceeding when they were too 
weU aide4 by a fatal ball, which penetrated 
Colonel Fitch's forehead juft abdve the right 
eye; and he fell lifelefe. 

Several of the party being killed, and 
many wounded, among whom were Cap- 
tain Lee and Au^utanti Brunt, the formef 
mortaHy, Colonel Jatfcfbn' thought it beff 
to retreat as fpeedily as poflible; attd witfr 
the remainder of the party eSUGtid: hh 
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tffcape, refurnittg, after meeting the men 
left at Lee's poft, who had advanced on- 
hearing the firing, to Colonel Fitch's poft> 
>i^here one of the wounded foldiers died 
chat Aight, and another the next morning : 
Captain Lee furvived a few days longer. 
The lofs on this occaifion was eight killed 
and feven wounded. No man was ever 

r 

Utiore lamented than the gallant and amiable 
Colonel Fitch. In his perfoh he was tall 
and graceful. The manly beauty of his 
fac^ expreffing the liberali«!^y of his mind, 
rendered his countenance fextremely inte- 
fdfting and engaging. Eafy and affable in' 

his manners, he was never happier than 
when relieving the wants of his foldiers, or 
providing fome comfort for the younger offi- 
cers from his own ftores. It was his cuftom 
to lay in a ftock of things for his men,which 
he occadonally dealt out in prefents or re« 
wards. His focial difpofition enlivened 
the tropic fummits that were the feat of the 
Maroon campaign : his table was crowded 
by his friends, and, by method in his efta- 

0^2 blifliment^ 
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blifhment, he threw around his hut a certsun 
elegance that befpoke the gentleman* lUs 
adivity in the field equalled his modefty ia 
company. He fell in the bloom of youth. 
He was brave^ benevolent, and of a be- 
witching addrefs. He had talents, and 
energy to make them ufeful ; he was there- 
fore a great lofs to his country : and his 
private virtues endeared him to his friends^ 
to whom his death was a deep wound. 

On the 22d of September the Houle of 
Aflfembly met, and the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, in his fpeech, told them, from docu*- 
ments^ which he had ordered to be laid 
before them, he had reafon to believe hof^ 
tility had been long premeditated by the 
Maroons, and at the infligation of the 
Convention of France ; that the confpiracy 
had been fruftrated before it had ripened 
into maturity ; that the precipitate and in« 
folent condud of the rebels had given him 
the advantage of afting with celerity and 

4 

* Votes of the Affcmbly. 

vigour ; 
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vigour; that the troops had (lormed and 
carried their country, difpofTefTed them of 
their towns, and driven them to faftneflfes 
rugged and barren, where they could only 
fubfift as a body of robbers. 

A few days after the meeting- of the 

Aflembly, two French prifoners. La Fitte 
and Murenfon, fufpeiSed of confpiracy, 

were brought before the Houfe. It feems 
that there was not fufEcient proof to con- 
vi<3: them^ for the Aflembly contented 
themfelves with requefting the Governor to 
fend them off the ifland. Murenfon was 
the perfon who had made the declaration I 
mentioned before *, every part of wjbich he 
npw contradidted, declaring that he had 
fabricated the whole from the dread of 
being fent on board the prifon*ihip, fta« 
tioned in the harbour. The Aflembly far- 
mer requefted the Governor to fend all 

^ I^tCtter 6th ; and fee alfo Appendix, No; II. 
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French perfons, except thofe enrolled in 
the militia as Britilh fubje^s^to that part of 
St. Domingo in pofleffion of Great Britain, 
or 'to Great Britain, and engaged to provide 
for the expence. They thanked the Lieu* 
tenant-Governor for detaining the troops in 
the ifland, and at the fame time reprefented 
the danger that would attend their being 
fent away. They voted his Honour twenty 
pounds a-day for his table during martial 
law ; and granted 500 1. to reward the Ac- 
com pong Maroons for their good conduA,^ 
and particularly to provide for the families 
of Badnage and Reid, who had fallen with 
Colonel Fitch. 

As the king had authorized Sir Adam 
Williamfon during his adminiftration^ to 
raife a corps of negroes for his Majefty'a 
fervice in Jamaica, it was now again re- 
commended in a letter from the Duke of 
Portland to Lord Balcarres ; but to this the 
Houfe did not think proper to agree : an 
adty however, was pafled for raifmg two 

CQmpaniea 
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companies of free people of colour^ and for 
providing for the familiee of the killed and 
difabled; and a proclamation was iflued, 
G&ring a reward of 300 dollars to any per- 
fon free or a flave for killing or taking a 
Trelawney Maroon, and 150 dollars for 
killing or taking any flare who joined the 
Maroons. Thefe rewards were augmented 
by the offers made by the different parKhes^ 
and amounted in the aggregate to upwards 
of 900 dollars. 

At this crifis the inhabitants of the ifland, 
in looking back, had to view the following 
melancholy ftatement of the war. In the 
attack upon Captain Hamilton, there were 
two killed and fix wounded : in Colonel 
Sandford's engagement thirty-feven killed 
and five wounded : the Weftmoreland mi- 
litia, with their working party of flaves, had 
been ambufhed, feven of the foldiers killed 
and five vrounded, and ten of the flaves 
killed: Captain Oldham, of the 62d regi-> 

ment, had periflied through fatigue : of 

0^4 Colonel 
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Colonel Fitch's party th^re were aghc killed 
and feven wounded ; two exprefs dragoons, 
and a ferjeant of the 62 d regiment killed : 

Brooks's houfe burnt and two men killed : 

« 

$chaw Caftle burnt : Bandon burnt : Shanda 
burnt : Stephens and Bernard's houfe burnt \ 
Kenmure burnt, and tcvelve negroes earn 
ried {tway ; Parlifton Trafli^houfe burnt : 
Catadupa, Mocha, and Lapland burnt, and 
two negroes carried away : Lewis's burnt* 

This was the progrefs of the IpfTes fuftained 
by the troops and the country : on the other 
fide, not a Maroon was known to have been 
killed ; the rebels had feen the troops aban-* 
don \n a panic one of their towns, had Ux 
fire to both, and retired to their faftneffes. 
The lofs of Colonel Fitch threw a gloom 
over the whole ifl^nd, and the frequent 
difcomfitures which had rapidly fucceeded 
one another, fpread apprehenfions through 
the colony that were not to be allayed by 
the Governor's encouraging fpeech at th? 
opening of the Aflembly. 
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Cemral Walpok appointed to the Command.'^His Sjiftem^ 
^Hisfirft Operations.— Godlfs Poft attaeked^^Ueu^ 
tenant Richards engages a Party of the Maroons.--^ 
Fatal Error of his Serjeant.-^ General Walpole efto" 
hlijbes Pofls to the Eqfiward and Southnvard.^^jirrival 
cf a Reinforcement. -- Colonel Skinner. — Stores and 
Coffee Heufes at Nairne, and the Works at Amity 
Hal/, burnt by the Maroons ^^^The Maroons, diflodged 
from the Cockpit at Guthrie* s, take poffejjion of another m 
Forced to retreatM^Take a Po/ition on a Height.^' 
Driven from it. — ^fiabli/b their Headquarters if$ 
Ginger Tovfn Bottom. — Pofi at Guard Hill. — John-* 
forCs AEiivity, and arbitrary Difpofttion^-^Surprifed, 
and compelled to fly. — A Party of Brown Men fail in 
with the Maroons.i^Gallaniry and Zeal of the Regi^ 
pients of Militia in general. — AcHon between detain 
Drummond and Johnfon.— State cf the Public Mind. 
-^Council at Falmouth.'-^Petition, of the- Maroon Pri" 
foners. — General Anxiety for a ^termination of the War. 

' • • • 

Whatever hopes the Houfe of Affcm- 
bly had conceived from the Lieutenant* 
Governor's fpeech at the opening of the 

SeffionSy 
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Scffions, or however relieved from their 
apprehenfion of a defcent upon the coaft 
by the brigands of St. Domingo, and of 
their plotting a revolution in the ifland in 
concert with the Maroons, it is clear that 
they were not altogether of opinion that 
the gallantry of the troops^ eminent as it 
had been, had reduced the war againft the 
rebels to a matter of little moment : on the 

4 

contrary, the ferious light in which they 
ftili confidered it, appears from the mea- 
fures they adopted ; immenfe rewards were 
offered for taking or killing a rebel Maroon, 
and great encouragement given towards 
fitting out parties. On the North fide of 
the ifland, the ftate of the war was viewed 
in a dill lt& favourable light, particularly 
by fuch of the inhabitants as were in adoal 
fervice againft the Maroons. 

It was about this time, that Major Sam 
Grant, and the Maroons of Charles Town, 
were ordered on duty to Kingfton, where 
they made a very ihort ftayj for com- 
plaining 
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plaining of their rations be}i}g infufficienc, 
or hot duly ferved, they decamped one 
Bight, and fet out for Charles Town. 
Whether their complaint were well or ill 
grounded, this a^ of infolenc^ and di£- 
obedience was not to be juftiBed by it* 
Had the complaint been prefjcrred to the 
Governor, it would no doubt l)ave ob- 
tained redrefs. The circumfianqe, how« 
ever, gave the greateft alarm to the inha« 
bitants. 

. On the death of Colonel Fitch, Colonel 
Walpole was appointed Commander in 
Chief of the forces, with the rank of 
Major-General. On the 15th. of Septem- 
ber, immediately after he had received his 

difpatches, he quitted Accompong Towa 
unattended, and flew with inconceivable 
rapidity through a very dangerous track 
to the head-quarters at Trelawney Town. 
He found the troops very much dif- 
pirited by the recent misfortunes^ jaded 
jmd fatigued to the greateft degree, badly 

hunted. 
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hutted, and ill accommodated. But un^* 
accuftomed to defpond himfelf, he in- 
ftantly bent all his powers to remove the 
^aufes of defpondence in others, and to 
remedy, in the beft manner, the evils they 
encountered. All enterprife was rendere4 
impradicable by the inceflant rains which 
now daily poured down with increafing 
violence; and General Walpole's conver- 
fations with the people of the country 
gave him but little hope of flimulating 
them to exertions. Worfted repeatedly, 
though fuftained by fuch a force, they 
began to condder the conteft as endlefs and 
unavailing ; nor is their defpondence to be 
wondered at, when we recoJle£t the little 
impreflion that had been made upon the 
rebels, not one of whom was known to 
have been killed, while they, on the other 
hand, had fpread devaftation around th« 
country, and had fiain many fine fellows. 

Under thefe circumftances, General WaU 
pole^ refle^ing that the colony would be 

totally 
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totally loil, (hould the troops now uadet 
his commaod be agaia defeated, thotfght 
it his duty to run no rifk in making 
an attack, not only unlefs the probability 
of fuccefs was clearly in his favour, but 
alfo unlefs the refult of that fuccefs would 
give a deciiive turn to the operations of 
the war. He had fully confidered the 
nature of the country, and the tallies which 
in fo novel and uncommon a fcene of 
a&ion, were beft adapted to a war, in car- 
rying on which it was neceffary to form 
a fyftematic plan. Perpendicular moun- 
tains, and rocks impending over narrow 
glades, and defiles for many miles round, 
were the natural fortifications of the place, 
prefenting barriers almoft infurmount- 
able: every thing was in favour of de- 
fenfive operations, every thing difcouraged 
an affault. To turn upon the rebels their 
own mode of ;warring, and to compel them 
to engage on equal terms, was the judicious 
determination of General Walpole. He 
gradually eftabliihed pods on a mor'e .ex- 

3 tended 
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teddtd fcale, to iorer the neighbduring 
fettkments ; whkh^ had the plantation ne- 
groes been ilUdil^fed, would have alfo 
infwered the putpoft of keeping them in 
awe> and inftead of attempting to pert 
the Maroons in a cordon, (for he knew it 
wonld have been juft as fcafible to pert 
pigeons in a taeadow,) he employed the! 
Ivorking negroes under cover of ftrong 
advanced parties, to clear the heights that 
fiirr'ounded his camp, the approaches to the 
Maroon defile, and an eminence near hi* 
head-quarters, which almoft looked? into 
ttie interior of the cockpit. 

While General Walpote was maturing 
his plan, an attack wa$ made on the poft 
that was Lee^s, now called Godly's*, but 
eommanded by Captain White of the B^d 
re^ment. One of the out-fentries declarii^ 
that He faw a Maroon pa;f€ h^ in tht 

'^ It was called Godkjh, from Major Godly of the Zj/if 
EaVmg repaired it after it was beat in» fubfequent to XiCC^ 

dark» 
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dark, the men vrctt turned out, and ^eing 

fbrihed into two parties, advanced froni 

the poft at day-dawn. The rebels no 

where appearing, Major Godly, with Cap- 

t2Lia White of the fame regiment, returiied 

to his hut to take fome coffee, and called 

to a negro boy to bring it. As the boy^ 

^as coming, a volley was fired, and ho 

* ■ _ 

Was killed. The oflBcers refolved not to 

abandon the pdft, and with great bravery 

* 

held it till a detachment was fent to theit 
affiftance, on the arrival of which the 
Maroons moved off. This poft, however, 
was withdrawn about three weeks after *• 

The working negroes continued clearing 
flie circumjacent ground, and at the fam^r 
time General Walpole exercifed fon^c of the 
mofl: a^ive of hie troops in th^ ta^cs ho 

* It waft not paired for fix weeks from thts time ; for the 
troops could not penetrate farther with JGifety till the end 
of November, when a party went to inter' the remains of 
Colonel; Fi^h^ a«l tK ofe \lrha M trith . hivu OMy ^idr 
bODCB, xem6|iQed; et inter codas Dutia^ repertum' oft ipfius 
cranium. 

- had 
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had adopted, which, in fa£t, were thoie 
of the Maroons improved, and in which 
the foldier was to attend to the fcreening 
of his perfon, at the place where he fired 
and re-loaded, as much as to the deftruc- 
tion of the enemy. When the land was 
laid fufBciently open. General Walpole 
detached Lieutenant Richards with about 
feventy of the 1 7th light dragoons, to afcend 
the eminence on the right of Guthrie's 
Defile, in order to afcertain whether a de* 
fcent into it that way were practicable or 
not. A fmall fupport of a ferjeant and 

ten men were ordered to advance on the 
left of the divcGt approach to the defile, 
where the impollibility of penetrating was 
well known ; but in that diredion the men 
ahfwered the purpofe of a feint, to draw 
off the attention of the Maroons, and were 
ready, if neceffary, to fupport the real 
attack. The dragoons being frefh, not 
having marched above a mile, afcended 
the hill with great alacrity, and were re- 
ceived by the Maroons with j^eat firmnefs, 

and 
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atld on each fide a rapid fire commenced* 
The precipices prevented the foldiers from 
advancing ; but for fome time a regular fire 
wats kept up both by them and their enemy^ 
from behind trees, rocks, and flumps. By 
this, however, little or no mifchief was 
done to either party ; yet it fhewed the 
judgment of General Walpole in the mode 
he had adopted, and convinced the rebels 
that their aflailants knew how to take 
advantage of the face of the country as 
well as they. The fmall party on the left 
fell into a fatal error. Lieutenant Richards 
being very inferior in number, and his 
ammunition nearly expended, thoight it 
might be neceflary to cover his retreat, and 
therefore fent to order up his fupport. As ^ 
the fmall party were croffing the track that 
led to the defile, in order to join him, 
a horn was blown within the cockpit* 
Whether it was that the ferjeant who 
commanded, imagined that Richards had 
forced an entrance, or that he thought it 
the fhortefl way to form the jundion. 
Vol. !• . R > certain 
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certain it is that he wheeled to the left, 
and took the road into the defile. The 
cartridges of the men with Lieutenant 
Richards being now almoft gone, a loud 
call was given for the ferjeant, and a 
reafonable time allowed for his afcending 
' the hilL His not appearing, gave rife to 
an apprehenfion of his having been de- 
coyed into the defile by the found of the 
horn, and if fo, of the inevitable deftruc- 
tion of himfelf and his men. The event 
was foon announced by a heavy fire : not 
one of them lived to return *. 

Th^ Maroons now regarded their poft 
as fecure from all that could be attempted 
againft it; and fo it would hav« been 

* Some of the cTragoons who had fired their laft round, 
were haflcning to quarters when this difcharge took place, 
^nd were met by General Walpole, who ordered them back 
again. — " Pleafe your honour," faid one cf them, *• wc 
have not a cartridge left." — *' Then, what is that firing 
I hear?" replied the General. — '* Why, your honour,** 
icried the foldier, " the boys firing their laft rounds, and Xbt 
devil-a-onc you will get away while he has a cartridge left." 

thought 
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thought by 3tnen of ordinary talents : Gji-^ 
neral Walpole thought otherwife. His 
plans were ripening, and time only could 
perfect them; but whether negotiation 
were to be reforted to, or war continued, 
he wiflicd to. keep his enemy as near him 
as poffible. At a place called One-eye, 
to the South-eaft, at the extremity of the 
line of cockpits, he eftablifhed a.poft, as 

clofe . to them as was convenient, and 
another on Heftor's River, to the North- 
eaft# He obtained all the. information of 
the country that the furveyors could give 
him ; and from the Accompong Maroons 
he gained the minuter knowledge of prac- 
ticable tracks .and unfrequented fprings* 
Full of confidence in his plans, he looked 
fprwarj} to the end of the wet feafon for 
the completion of them, contenting him- 
felf to guard againft every difafter while 
the continuance of the heavy rains impeded 
enterprifes, and rendered the rilk of failure 
greattr than the profped of fucccfs* 

R a In 
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In the beginning of Odiober, Lord Baf- 
Carres thought it neceflary te augment the 
forces under General Walpole, and accord- 
ingly fent him detachments of the 13th, 

• 

10th, and 49th, with the remainder of the 
1 6th under Colonel Skinner, an officer 
whofe known valour and condud on for- 
mer occadons had raifed him fo highly in 
the efteem and affediion of all who knew 
him, that nothing could have been more 
welcome to the Commander in Chief, or 
more animating to the troops, than hi$ 

arrival : not but that Geiieral Walpole had 
with him officers of judgment and bravery, 
panicularly Major Brown, who certainly 
was entitled to high praife; but the uni- 
verfal eftimation in which Colonel Skin- 
ner Hood, infpirited the men, afld waa 
to the General and officers an earneft of 
fuccefs. 

The Maroons continued to make ihrdads 
on the country; for, as I have already 
obferved^ it was impofiible to coop them 
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up in limits : like the wild creatures of a 
foreft, they found ifTues at every point. 
On the 2jj.th of Odlobfer, a party of them 
came out from their faftnefs, and burnt 
the houfe an^ coffee-ftores at Naime and 
other mountains*; and defcending upon 

the fugar plantations, deftroyed Amity-Hall 
Works, and forced away fome negroes from 
an adjoining eflate« 

The rainy feafon now abated, and Ge- 
neral Walpole began his ofFenfive opera- 
tions. Having gained an accurate know- 
ledge of the country, he determined, in: 
the firft place, to cut off the Maroons 
from all points of convenient rendezvous ; 
and he particularly coniidered^ that if he 
could deprive them of the refource of water, 
he ihould fecure an advantage that muft 
tend to a termination of the war. This, 
therefore, was one of his chief objedsj 

* The word mountain Is applied to fettlements on moun- 
tains, which are generally of coffee and ground provifions. 
^n Such-a-one's mountain, a coffee mountain^ &c» 
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and from the fcarcity of that neceflary of 
life in the furrounding mountains in dry 
weather, he had great hope of accom- 
plifhing it. The pofition now held by the 
rebels fupplied water in abundance, there 
being a fpring called Petit River bottom 
in the cockpit to which Guthrie's Defile 
led, and where they were encamped on a 
fmall flat of feven acres. From fuch a 
pofition it was abfolutely neceflary to dif- 
lodge them, and the General fbon con- 
vinced them that it was not, as they had 
flattered themfelves, impoflTible. The hill 
above his quarters being now cleared, he 
ordered a howitzer to be mounted upon 
it, and (hells to be thrown into the cock- 
pit, from which they were foon driven, 
leaving it to their conqueror ; who, upon 
their evacuating it, entered with his troops 
by the formidable defile. " Damn dat little 
Buckra," faid the Maroons on retiring, " he 

> 

cunning more dan dem todcr. Dis here 
da new fafliion for fight ; him fire him big 
ball a'ter you, and when big ball 'top, dc 
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damn funting fire a'ter you again. Come, 
boys, make we go take farer, and fee wha 
he will do den." — " Damn that little white 
man, he is more cunning than the others* 
This is a new mode of fighting ; he fires 
a big ball among us, and when that feems 
to flop, the damned thing of itfelf fires 
again upon us. » Come, jny boys, let us 
be off, and fee when we are at a diftance 
what he will do." 

On leaving Guthrie's, the Maroolis took 
poffeiTion of an adjoining cockpit, and fent 
their women and children to a remote one 
on a different line. They had now got 
upon ftrong ground again, and they threw 
up a kind of breaftwork of old flumps 
and plaintain trees, which might have 
been very eafily forced, had it not been 
for the fire they could have poured 
in from above it. During the remainder 
of the day they had a little reft,^but next 
morning a fupply of fhells being carried 
up, they wete diflodged from their new 
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retreat, and they took to a ftupendous bcight 
on the left. Here, more accuflomed to 
the ihells, Which, owing to the diftance 
from which they were now thrown, fell at 
random, they were lefs intimidated, and 
endeavoured to maintain their pofition. 
By the vigilance of Mr. Werge of the 1 7th 
light dragoons, vho, unperceived, followed 
a woman that had come down £or water^ 
and was returning with her load, a path 
was difcovered, through which the dra- 
goons pufhed up, and were left maders of 

' the height, the Maroons retreating down 
a very ftcep precipice, by Putty- Putty 
Bottom, a fmall dell, where there was* a 
natural well of water in a deep cave, to 
a place called Ginger-Town. Bottom, to 

. the Eaflward on the North range of cock- 
pits, where very few Maroons had ever 
penetrated before* In this they eflablifhed 
their head- quarters, as it was convenient 
for fupplying themfelves with provifions 
from the negro grounds on the Trelawney 
mountains, and for procuring waten The 

cir-f 
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drcumfpeft, but adive operations of tlic 
troops, now convinced the Maroons that they 
would foon be compelled to move farther 
ftill, as they would be cut ofF from water^ 
unlefs they could diflodge the troops from 
the pofts they had taken ; in confequence, 
they made feveral attacksf in which they 
were conftantly repulfed. The 17th light 
dragoons eftablifhed themfelves on the hill, 
which, as the advanced poft, was called 
Guard Hill, where convenient huts and 
barracks were eredted ; and in their rear, 
the 62d under Colonel Hull, were as com- 
fortably eftabliilied at Petit River bottom. 

The body of the Maroons againft which 
thefe operations were carried on, con- 
iifted of their greateft force, and were 
ftill called old Montague's, though com- 
manded by Captain Charles Schaw; but 
the chief commander among them waa 
Johnfon, who was generally at the head 
of a force inferior in number to thofe 
with Schaw, but more ^dive and cnter- 

prifing. 



( 250 ) • 

I 

priGng. Thefe were the men by whom 
the greateft ravages had been committed : 
thefe, ^ led by Johnfon, had burned the 
iettlements in Wcftmoreland, and after- 
wards Mocha, Catadupa, Lapland, Ginger 
Hill, Gowdeys, and other places. Johnfon 
furprifed a convoy of provifions guarded 
by ten foldiers, going to the polls efta- 
blifhed at Mocha and Auguftus, and cut 
off the heads of the foldiers. He had no 
particular ftation, but fhifted from ground 
to ground, according to the enterprife he 
meditated. Though known to be at a 
certain place one day, he would the next 
furprife another place at the diftance of 
twenty miles. He was not encumbered 

with women or children, and to his own 
party he had attached about forty flaves, 
whom he had armed. 'Xhefc had caufc 
to repent it ; but having once joined they 
could not retrad, and fuffered themfelves 
to be perfuaded that when a peace took 
place, they would be included in the terms 
as Mairoons. Some of them Johnfon flogged 

for 
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for not fighting, while he made others. 
Captains, whom he again broke or flogged 
if they delerved it. This treatment was 
general ; nor did he fcruple to infliS the 
fame punifhment on his own fons j and. 
Smith excepted, . whofe vigour and valour 
were equal to his owrf, he was a defpot 
over his men ; yet under his difcipline they 
fought better than the reft. On his fur- 
render, he declared that he had never beea 
furprifed, but when the flaves were hjs 
out-fentries ; and that though feveral of 
thefe Jhad been killed, he never loft but 
two Maroons. He was, however, furprifed 
on the 8th of November, by a very feled: 
party from Weftmoreland, confifting chiefly 
of people of colour. under Mr. Williams and 
Ruflell, and nothing but his uncommon 
valour faved him. Far from fcreening him- 
felf during the engagement, he was loud 
in giving his orders, and was violent in the 
abufe of Williams, whom he knew. Being 
•wounded with a ball, he immediately cut 
1% put with his knife, and continued exerting 

' him^ 
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himCelf to the utmoft to obtain the vidory | 
but all his efEbrts proved fruitlefs, and after 
a hard ftruggle, he was obliged to quit the 
£eld| which he managed to do with great 
addrefs. 

Several Ikirmifhes took place, but no 
afiair that was attended with any important 
refult. On the Trelawney fide, a party of 
brown people under Captain Stewart, a 
militia officer, fell in with a body of Charles 
Schaw's men, and two or three rounds 
were exchanged. Some of the brown 
people fled, others hid thcmfelves.' The 
•Maroons Jbeing far fuperior in number, it 
was perhaps fortunate that their ignorance 
of the fuperiority prevented a purfuit. They 
Called to know who commanded the party. 
The officer very judicioufly ^referved fi- 
lence, for had he fpoken, he would have 
-been ihot. The moment was awful, but his 
prudence was rewarded ; the Maroons left 
the ground, and he had the honour of 
carrying off his killed and wounded, 

m 
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On the iame fide of the country, Come 
judicious enterprifes under Colonel Steven- 
fonj tended to cramp ih6 rebels in that 
quarter; and Colonel Shawe, at the head 
of the Kingfton troops, rendered figoal 
fervices in fimilar excurfions. Indeed the 
officers of the militia, and the men in 
general, difplayed great gallantry and zea! 
in the fervice of the ifland. 

In the beginning of December, it was 
again the fate of Johnfon to experience 
the effedls of difcipline united with valour* 
Captain Drumrhond of the iGth,.with feve- 
ral companies of the regulars, and about 
fifty confidential black fliot, fell in with 
him in the mountains near Chefterfield, 
and a fmart a£tion enfued. In the early 
part of it, Johnfon was actually diflodged 

« 

by the black fhot from the eminence oil 
which he was polled, and thefe, well and 
clofely covered by the troops, were forcing 
him from another pofition he had taken^ 
when detachments of the 13th light drzM 
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goons and St. Elizabeth's militia from thd 
poft of Chefterfield, hearing the engage- 
ment, haftened to the ipot, and, deceived 
by the thicknefs of the underwood and 
the obfcurity occafioned by the fmoke, un- 
fortunately direded their fire on the body 
who were aflailing the Maroons. Though 
no pei^fonal mifchief was done, it had the 
efie£t of difcontinuing the adion at a 
moment when it promifed a vi£torious 
refult. In the confufipn caufed by the 
miftake, Johnfon drew off his men, and 
Captain Drummpnd was obliged to be 
fatisfied with the confcioufnefs of having 
done his duty. The black fhot with him 
had fufFered much, but their leader, Cud- 
Joe, gained great credit, and was after- 
wards properly rewarded. Cudjoe and his 
men were under the command of Captain 
MacLean, who diftinguifhed himfelf in 
the moft gallant manner, and deferved the 
warmeft gratitude of the country. 

t I have not thought it neceflary to break 
through the train of military events, but 

it 
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it will now be proper to go back a little, 
and obferve the ftate of the public mind# 
When it is recolleded that a handful of 
untrained negroes had, for near five months, 
defied the whole force of the ifland, and 
fome of the beft troops in his Majefty^s 
fervice ; that many valuable lives had been 
loft in the conteft, while fcarcely a rebel 
had fallen ; that many parts of the country 

had been laid wgfte ; that the enemy who 
were to be reduced fought differently from 
every other enemy, could eafily evade their 
aflfailants, and remove by ways, unknown 
and inacceffible to the troops from one part 
of the ifland to the other ; and that they 
were the defcendants of a race of people 
who had on a fimilar conteft, and by fimi* 
lar warfare, gained their objedis, it will not 
appear furprifin^ that every man who had 
a ftake in the country, every inhabitant of 
the colony, fhould feel an alarm, and be 
anxious for the termination of the -war. 
The uncertainty of the ifTue, and the 
gloomy countenance of the ifland,- induced 

the 
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the Lrtutenant-'Go^ernor to hold a council 
tt FalxnoutK. The meeting was large and 
refpedable, but a defpohdency prevailed 
in it far beyond what circumftances juftU 
fied. It is true that the Maroons were 
not fubdued or penned up, but affairs were 
actually in a better train than at the opening 
of the Affembly in the month of September, 
when hope of a fpeedy rediidlion of the 
rebels was by many peopj? admitted. At 
that time, nofiiing was heard of but fmifler 
events, and a country fmoking around: 
fmce that, the advantages had been chiefly 
on th^ fide of the troops; and though 
victory was feldom eafily obtained, ^the 
Maroons had been taught to refpe^l their 
foe, now accuftomed to a mode of war 
which had been improved againft the ia-> 
ftrudors of it : yet fo difcouraged, fo hope- 
lefs, were the perfons who compofed the 
council, that they propofed to fend into 
the woods fome of the Maroon chiefs who 
hsid been confined in irons, as ambaflkdocs 
to pirfuaic tbe rebels to make peace. 

General 
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General Walpole, who Tis^d come down 
firom the mountains to attend the councils 
and whofe mind was not fwayed by the 
apprehenfions which influenced the majority 
of the members of it, declared to theox 
that he could entertain no hope from a 
negotiation which was to be condufled by 
ambiifladors who had been in fetters ; re- 
called to their minds the iflue of the vifit 
which, during Colonel Fitch's command, 
had been made by Dunbar and Harvey 
to the Maroons who furrendered on the 
nth of Auguft; and, ftrongly urging his 
fentiments againfl the propofed fcheme to 
the Governor and the Council, . begged 
them not to place the ifland at the mercy 
of the rebels, by a folicitation that would 
virtually acknowledge them conquerors, 
and fow the feeds of future wars, if not of 
a fpccdy general infurredion. He con- 
curred in opinion that the war was not to 
be a war of extermination, yet forcibly 
infifted that peace fhould not be concluded 
under adverfe circumftances and apparent 

Vol. L S impo- 
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impotence, but granted after advantages 
obtained, as the didbite of mercy or juiiice 
combined with power; and he eameftly 
befought them to give him time to mature 
his plan, as the continuance of the campaign 
for fome weeks longer could be attended 
with no very great burden to the country, 
and might eventually fave it. Thcfe judi- 
cious reflexions, convincing in themfelves, 
were too ftrongly dated to be refifted, the 
council unanimoufly concurred in them, 
and General Walpole was fuffered to purfue 
the fyilem he had pl^hnjed, 

At this time, the fmall body of Maroons 
who furrendcred at Vaughan's-6eld on the 
nth of Auguft, petitioned to avail them^ 
felves of the law of ^791, by wh;ch their 
people were enabled to relinquiih the ftate 
and condition of Maroons, and fettle in 
the country as free negroes. A fimilar 
petition had been made by others who 
had been taken up, being chiefly people 
of colour defcended from Maroons. Tl^e 
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firft petition was not granted * : the latter 
was ; the petitioners having committed no 
z€ts of rebellion or difobedience. 

All apprehenfion of a conibiracy fub- 
fifting between the Maroons anmne French : 
was completely removed ; the declaration ; 
0^ the French prifoner, Murenfon, had 
been done away by his fubfequent confef- 
iion ; and the mod diligent fearch for 
emiflaries from St. Domingo had proved 
fruitlefs. Every alarm now centered in the 

Maroon war : in the approaching dry 
feafon, imagination anticipated the view of 
plantations reduced to afhes, and the hor* 
tors of a general infurreftion. Moft of the 
inhabitants would have given half of their 

* It was probably owing to feme confufed infonnation 
refpcding this petition, and the defire of the council for 
peace, that Edwards ran into the miftake, ** that fimilac 
overtures had been made by the body of Maroons in arms ; 
that many wife and worthy men among the inhabitants 
thought their terms ought to be accepted ; and that Gc* 
ncral Walpole himfelf concurred in the fame fcntiment."— 
Edwards. 

S 2 fortunes 



C 260 ) 

fortunes to be r^li^veiji of their ati^kl^ 
and ally e:^cept thofe on the fifM of ffr^pn^ 
had been urgent and clamorous for pe^ic^ 
on almofl: any terms, and were prejparing 
for th^fpi^ves humiliation, difgrace, and 
danger, fxf|i whieh the firmnefe and axv 
dour gi Gj^nsr^l Walpole faved the ifland* 
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An Aft t^ repeal aii Aft, intituled, ^^ An Aft 
to repeal feveral Ads and ClatifiBS of Ads 
refpeding Slaves, ind for the better Order 
and Government of Slaves, and for othtx 
Purpdfes/' and alfo to rep^ the feveral 
Ads and Glaufes of AAs, which were re- 
pealed by. the Ad intituled as aforefaid } and 
for confdlidating, aJid bringing into one Ad, 
th» fi^veral .Laws relating to Slaves, and JEor 
giving th^m f utther Prbtediott aifd Secutlt]^ ; 
for altering the Mode of Trial of Sla¥es 
tfiaO*^ with eapit&l Oir<incg;i ; and fdt oth«r 

tWpo(^» 

» 

(Mki I. ' Preamble. Laws aiiB daufea of laws to be repealed.— TT. Pfb. 
jptieton, &c. to alot land for every flave, and to alloW him to culti V2^ 
It.— 111. Slaves otlicrwife proviclecf for.— IV. Owners bbligeil to pVo- 
vkle for difabTeil flaves.—- V. Slaves to be dothed by their owner once 
a year.'^Vl. Owners to in(^rud flaves in the ChrUlian religion.— i 
VII. Owners to give in an account of provifion. ground.— Vll I* 
t^remium to flaves for informing on runaways. &c.— 1X\ The kilU 
ing or apprehending rebellious uaves rewarded.«-X. Perfons muti- 
lating fl4vcs fined aad iinprifoned* Mutibtecl ilr'cs^ in ctrtaln 
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cifcf dectared free. Jaftices to inquire into fuch mufSbtione) and 
t>n>recute the offenders Ownen Aied for tofts.— XI. Juftices f 
iffue their warrants to bring mutilated flaves before tbem.— Xil* 
Perfons wilfiilly IciUiog flaves to fuffer deacb.-^III.^ Perfons cruel- 
ly beating Haves, how puniftable.— -Xl V; ArWtriry puntihinent 
rellrajned — XV. Putting iron collars or other chains on llaves» 
prohibited.— .XVI. Jufticcs and veftry to fupport difabled negroes. 
How fuch Haves ire difpofed of— 3CVII. Owners muft not allow 
their Qaves to travel without tickew under penalty* Penalty oa 

neglea of duty.— XVIII. Slaves allowed holidays XIX. SUves 

allowed one day in every fortnight— XX. Time allowed for 
breakfaft, &c.~XXI. Penalty for fuffcring unlawful aflVmbliesof 
fl ives.— XXII. €ivil or military officers to foppre(s fuch aflemblies. 
—XXIII. pvcrfcers» &c. who f»ffer, fuch affembUeSy to be im- 
prifoned. Provifo.— XXlV. Negro bufials to be in day time.— 
XXV. JUnpiifonment for negroes fufftring affenMies at tbeir bouTes. 
—XXVI. Slaves not to keep fire-arms.— XX \^I. Pilniflinitat on 
(laves offering violence to whites— XXVIII. Punitfiroent on flaves 
birbouriag flates.««-XXfX. Who ate ddemed runaways. -i-JCXX. 
Reward for fccuring runaways, Previfo — XXXI. How runaways 
are to be difpofed of.— XXXII. Time of tickets limited.-'XXXIlI. 
Account' of births and deaths muft be given in.-*XX^V. Overfeei 
to pay jf his negled— XXXV. Surgeons to give in an account of 
ilavesdying. Encouragement for incrcafe of (laves.—- XXXVX.'Fur* 
ther encouragement for increafe of ilavts*«^JC)rXVIL Penal^ oa 
' free negroes, tec granting tickets to (laves.— XXXVIII. Whites 
gmnttng fuch tickets pttni(hable«—XXXIX. XL &XLU Keepers 
of gaolsy ftc. to advertife runaways, detain them Until paid tbeir 
fees> atteft the charges for mile-money. Sec , allow them provifionsy 
and not hire them aut.— XLII. Certain runaways, how fiiible to be 
puniflied.— XUII. Runaways abfent fix moptha,.howptt|;M(ha|>le« 
XLIV* Slaves guilty o( Obeah, bow puni(hable.— XLV. Slaveaat- 
tempting to poifon, to fufi^er death.— XL VI. Sbvti ^oili dMble i| 
found in poflcffion of burge quantities of fre(h meat — XLVIL Slaves 
iiealing loomed cattle how puni(h«d.— XLVIII. Slaves, iguilty of 
crimes bow tried— XUX. Jurors to ferve under penalty.— L. Tbreo 
juftices to form a court.— LI, How executions are performed* 
.«LU. Slaves giving (alfe evidence howpuni(hed,— LIIL How fees. 
of (laves difcharged by proclamation are pald.-i^LrV. Clerk of the 
peace to record (lave trials.— LV. Five days notice of trial to be 
fiven.—LVf. Slaves executed, or tranfpof ted, to be valued — >LVII. 
Such valuation to be paid by Receiver-general— LVIII. Slaves 
returning from tianfportation fuffer death.«-UX. Puniihment for 
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Inferlar crimes.— LX. Provoft»iDar(hal to dellvf r ranaiwiys to worJu 
hbure keeper— -LXI. Runaways to be committed to workhonfe.-^ 
LXI|. Holies, dtc bcloftging to llaveSi to be taken up and fold.— 
LXIII* f eoalty for permitting flaves to keep horfes«— LXI V. Oath 
to be made that flaves have no property.— LXV. Slaves not to par* 
chafe iiorfes> frc— LXVI. Penalty for concealing Haves a£^ft 
whom waiTantt are iflued.— LXVII. Slaves attempting to depart 
this iflwdy how puniihable.— LXVllI. Penalty for affifting ilavee . 
to go off the ifland. — LXIX. Penalty on whites for aiding flaves to go 
off the ifland.— LXX. Perfons fo offending to be proceeded againil. 
i—LXXI* Overfeers not to leave eftates on holidays.— LXXII. Slaves 
not to be mutilated. -^LXX III. Puniflunent on fuch as efcape from 
she workhoofc— LXXIV. Penaky ibr fuffering flaves to efcape.-^ 
LXXV. Slaves not to hunt^with lances, &c.— LXXVI. Juftices to 
do their duty in martial law.-^LXXVII. Jurors, 8cc» proteAed.«i- 
ItXXVHI. How penalties fliall be recovered and dii^ofed oC 

W HEREAS it 18 for the public gobti, that all the 
laws refpe^iog the order and government of flavesj 
(hould be confolidated and brought into one law, ia 
order to prevent confufion, and that juftice may more 
effe^ually be executed refpeding flaves ; and whereas 
it is found neceilary, for the purpofe of. giving further 
fecurity to flaves, that the mode of trial of flaves 
charged with capital offences fhotild be altered ; and 
whereas, in order thereto, it is neceflary that all 
the herein after-mentioned laws, and claufes of law8» 
fliould be repealed; viz..&c. &c. &c. We, your 
majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the afiembly of 
this your majefty's ifland of Jamaica, do moft humbly ^ 
befeecb your majefty, that it may be enaQed, Be it 
therefore ena^d, by the lieutenant-governor, council, 
and aflembly of the faid ifland/ and it is hereby 
enaded and ordained by the authority of the fame. 
That, from and after the pafllng of this ad, all and 
' ' *y d every 
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every the faid herein beforc-mentlonecl laws, and claufei 
of laws, and every part thereofi be and ftand annulled, 
tepealed, and niadi: void, and are hereby annulled, 
repealed, and made void to all intents and purpofes 
whatfoever; any thing in the faid laws, and daufes 
of laws, or in any other law, contained to the con- 
trary, in any wife notwiihftanding. 

II. And whereas nothing can contribute more to the 
good order and government of ilaves than the humanity 
of their owners, in providing for and fupplying them 
with good and whoicfome provifions, and proper and 
fufBcient clothing, and all fuch other things as may be ' 
proper and ncceflary for them, during their being in a 
ftate of flavery : For which end and purpofe be It further 
cnafted by the authority aforefriid/rhat, from and after 
the palling of this aft, every mailer, owner, or poflcfTor, 
of any plantation or plantations, pens, or other lands 
whatfoever, (hall allot and appoint a fu£Bcient quantity 
of land for every flave he (hall have in poflcflion upon, 
or belonging to, fuch plantation or plantations, pens, 
or other lands^ as and for the proper ground of every 
fuch dave, and allow fuch ilave fufficient time to 
work the fame, in order to provide him, her, or them- 
felves with fufficient proviiions for his, her, or their 
maintenance: and alfo, all fuch matters, owners, or 
pofieflbrs of plantations, pens, or other lands, (hall 
plant upon fuch plantations, pens, or other lands, in 
ground-proviGons, at leaft one acre of land for every 
ten negroes* that he fliall he pofleiled of on fuch 

* In the former a£l an acre of provifions was allorted to every 
feur negroes, exdufivc as above, but it viras found an exorbitant and 
unneceflary allowance, and the alteration vvaj made as it now Aands 
exprcfsiy that' the law might be enforced^ 
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(ilsrttt^iotr, pen, or other lands, over and aborc the 
xicgiro^gttiufids aforefiiid ; il^hi^h latlds (hall be Vf^pt u^ 
ih a pl^t&tAlkt condition, under the penalty t>f fift^ 
jftottridft. 

III. AniU ltfkrth& enaBed hj the authorify aforefaii, 
9'hat every fuck tnafitty onvner^ cr peffeffor^ or bis or beir 
tinrfier or thkf manager^ Jball perfonalJy inJ^eSl into thk 
condition -ofjnch negro-grounds once in every month at ibe 
Uaft^ in order to fee that the feme are cuhivated and left 
tip in tf proper ihannrr^ ofivhich oatbjhdl he made^ as ik 
fiiU \aB is hereeifter direSed. And whereas it maf 
^af^pen, that in many plantatbns, pens, ifettlements^ 
-9^6, tov^ris in this fllatid, there may not be land^ 
4»roper fdr the purpoies aforefinid^ th^h, and in that 
cofei' the rnaft^r^, ownera, orp6fi%jfers> do, by foaife 
6ther #ays and means, make good and ample pro^ 
Vtlidn for ali fuch ^0lt% as they fhall be pofleSei of, 
^qual to the vafoc of two fliillings and fix-perfee CUf- 
•fifncy p^r week for each flave, in order that they may 
^ properly fupported and maintained, under the pe- 
nalty of fifty pounds. 

IV. And be it furtlicr cnaftcd by the authority 
afdrcfaid, That no mafter, owner, or pofleflbr bf any 
il'ave or flave&i whether in bis or her own right, or a9 
attorney, guardian, truftee, executor, or otherwife^ 
iball difcard or turn away any fuch flave or flaves 
on account of or by rcafon of fuch' (lave or flavcs being 
Tendered incapable of labourer fcrvice to fuch maftet, 
owner, or pofleflbr, by means of fickncfg, age, <Jr 
irifi'rmity;' but^cvtry fuch mafVer^ owner, or pdflcflbt, 

as 
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Z9 aforefaidi (hall be, and he is hereby obliged^ to keep 
all fuch flave or flaves upon his, her, or their pro- 
perties, and to find and provide them with wholefome 
necefiaries of life, and not fuffer fuch fla?e or flaves 
as aforefaid to be in want thereof, or to wander about,. 
ox become burthenfome to others fof fuftenance, under 
the penalty of ten pounds for every fuch offence, to 
be recovered in a fummary manner^ before any one 
}ullice of the peace in this iiland; who is hereby 
authorized, empowered, and required,^ to caufe fuch 
mafter, owner, or poffeffor, his, her, or their auorney 
or agent, and fuch other perfons as he fliall judge 
neceflary, to be fummoned before him, to enable him 
to judge and determine of the propriety of fuch infor* 
mation, and whether fuch mafter, owner, or pofleflbr, 
ought to incur the faid penalty; and in the mean 
time, and until fuch trial can be had, the faid jufticc 
of the peace, on his own vie^ or upon the informa- 
tion of any white perfon, upon oath, is hereby em« 
powered and required, to take up fuch wandering, 
£ck, aged, or infirm flave or (laves, and to lodge him, 
her, or them, in the neareft workhoufc, there to be 
clothed an<i fed, but not worked, at the expence of 
the mafter, owner, or pofleflbr, until fuch trial as 
aforefaid can be had ; and if it (hall appear to the faid 
juftice, on fuch trial, that the party or parties fQ com* 
plained of is or are guilty of the faid offence, and (hall 
refufe to pay the faid ten pounds, and the fees to fuch 
workhoufe for the maintenance of fuch Save or flave^ 
together with the charges of the conviction, the faid 
juftice is hereby required and empowered, under the 
^nalty of twenty pounds, forthwith, by warrant under 

Ua 
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htsiitiid ancT feal, directed to the conftable, c# commit 
fisch ofl«nder or offimders to the common gaol of (he 
county or parifh where the ofience fliall be committed, 
there to remain until he or flie fhall pay the faid fvtni 
often pounds, and charges as aforefaid; one moietf 
ef which faid fine (hall be paid to the informtf » and 
the other moiety (hall be gatd into the hands of tho 
cfauschwardens of fuch pariih, for the poor of faid 
pjarifli ; any law, cuftom, or ufiige to the contrary not^ 
^i^ithftanding. 

V. And for the better encouragement of Itaves to 
do their duty to their mafters* owners, or pofleflbfSy 
^be it further enabled by the authmty aforefaid, That 
erery mafter, owner, or poflfeflbr of flaves, (ball, onee 
in e?ery year, provide and give to each (lave they (hatl 
be poffeffled of proper and fufficient clothing, to be 
approved of by the juftices and veftry of the pariili 
where fiich mafter, owner, or poffeiTor of fuch. flavet 
refides, under the penalty of fifty pounds* 

VI. And be it further enaded by the authority 
aforefaid. That all mafters and miftrefles, owners, or^ 
in their abfence, overfeers of flaves, (hall, as much at 
in them lies, endeavour the inftruf^ion of their Haves 
In the principles of the Chriftian religion, whereby to 
facilitate their converfion, and (hall do their utmoft 
endeavours to fit them for baptifm, and as foon aa 
aonveniently they can, caufe to be baptifed all fuch as 
they can make fenfible of a Deity, and the Chriftiaii 
faith. 

Vl|[ And 
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VII. And be it farther enaOed iif.t&e authority 
aforefakiy That every mafter, owoeri propri<:u>r^ or 
pofieflbr of ilavesy his or her overfeet or chief manager, 
JC their giviiig in an accoant of their flares and ftocic 
ft> the juftrces and Feftry^ on the t^nonty-^ight day of 
I>eceiliber in every year, fhall, under the penifty of 
fifty pounds fof every iseg^cft, alfo give itt, oiroaib^ 
an account of the quantity of land in groaod^jirovi* 
Sons, over aitd^above the negro-groundSi ttponTucii 
plantation, pen, or other fettiement, where thete are 
lands proper for the cultivation of fuch provifions ; and, 
^ere lltere ift not lands proper for fedi purpofts, then 
an aceoont, on oath^ of the provffioa made on foch 
{rfantattdn, peil, or other fectiemeiit, or means adopted 
for the iiiaiiitmiance oT Ihe flaves thereoa ; and (hall 
ikCo^ tt the Ame time, and ander the like penalty^ 
gtve in an aetebudt, on ottb^ oE the nature and quan* 
titybf the clotUng iftuaHyferVed to eafeh flare on 
fttch^pliMHfettioftv ^eto, or other fettkoieat, for the ap- 
probation of thtt jwftices and Veftry as afotrefaid -,, im4 
Jballf iikfwife, at the fame time declare^ on oatbf that be 
iaih tPf/^Sfai the negn^grmmh {where fitch grtunts' are 
mii^tud)i rffiicb pfantathrtt pen^ wr Jkttlement^ oec^dihg 
U fbi'dhraSio^g ^tbis a£f. 

VUh And, in order to encourage Haves for every 
good an4 ^iffouhj zQt that they (hall do, be it further 
cnaAeit by the authority aforefaid, That every Have or 
fiav^athat (hall take up any runaway flave, or inform 
Hgfiinflr.aay perfon who (hall have or conceal. any 
runaway flave or flaves, fo that fuch runaway flave or 
flaveflumay be taken and reftored to his owner or 
^ owners & 
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owtiere; t??<ry fi»ch flavt or flaves^ fo infoTming, fiiaH 
be entitled to fuch rewaMt aS'juay juftice (hall in re^fon 
and jttlltce think juft and rcafonable, and be paid by fuch 
perfom or perfon^ as fuch judic^ (haU determine ought 
to pay the fame^ not exceeding twenty (hilliugs. 

IX^ And \ft it further ena£ted by the authority 
aforefaidi Tt^at if any flave or flav^s (hall kill or take 
any flave dr Haves in adual rebellion, he or they fhall 
receive firom the churchwardens of the refpe^live 
pariflies where fuch ilave or flaves (hall have been 
l^illedi the fum of three pounds^ and the fum of five 
pounds if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat, with a 
ted crofs on the right (houlder, to be paid by the 
churf:hwarden9^ oji the refpe£iive pariflies where fuch 
flave or Hayes (hall have been killed or taken; the 
vhole expense whereof iliall be reimburfed by ibe 
receiver-general for the time being, out of any monies 
in bis bands unappropriated. 

X. And, in order to prevent any perfon from muti- 
lating or difqiembeting ^ny flave or flaves, be it further 
enabled by the authority aforefaid. That if any mafter, 
tniftrefs, owner, poirelTor, or other perfon whatfoever^ 
fliaU» at his, her, or their, own will and pleafure, 
or by his, her, or their, direAion, or with his, her^ 
pr their, knowledge, fufierance, privity, or confenf^ 
mutilate or difmember any flave or flaves, he, (he, or 
theyi (hall b^ liable to be indi£ted for each ofience in 
the fuprcme court of judicature^ or in any of the 
jjiflTiae courts of this iflaud \ and, upon .conviflion, 
(hall be puni(hed by (ine, not exceeding one hundred 
BO^ndsi and imprifonment, not ezceecTing twelve 

14 months^ 
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iDmiths, for each and every flave fo matilated or dif* 
membered; and fuch puniQiment is declared to be 
without prejikdice to any a3ion that could or might 
be brought at common law, for recovery of damages 
for or on account of the fame : And, in very atrocious 
cafes,* where the owner of fuch (lave or flave^ (ball be 
convi£ted of fuch offence, the court before whom 
fucl^ offender (hall have been tried and conviAed, are 
Iiereby empowered, in cafe they (hali think it neceSary, 
lor the future protection of fuch flave or (laves, to 
declare him, her, or them, free, and dtfcharged from 
an manner of fervitade, to all intents and purpofet 
whatfoevcr: And, in all fuch cafes, the court are 
Iiereby empowered and authorifed, if to them it (haU 
appear neceffary, to order and dixcSt the faid fine of 
one hnndred pounds to be paid to the juftices and 
Tcftry of the parrfh to which the faid flave or flaves 
belonged, to the ufe of the fatd parHh, the faid juftices 
and veftry, in confideration thereof, paying to fuch of 
the £aid flik'.e or ilaves, fo made free, the Cum of ten 
pounds per annum, for his, her, or their, maintenance 
and fupport during life ; and in cafe any flave or flaves 
fliall fuffer any before*defcribed mutilations, fuch flave 
or flaves, on bis, her, or their, application to any 
juftice of the peace, the faid juftice of the peace (hall 
be, and is hereby, dire£ted, required, and empowered^ 
on view, and certain conviction of the fa£l, tq fend 
fuch flave or flaves to the neareft workhoufe where 
fuch ofience fliall he committed, and fuch flave or 
Ilaves fltall be there fafely kept, and carefully attended^ 
at the expe'nce of fuch parifli, until fuch time as there 
maj be a legal meeting of the juftices and veftry of 

ftick 
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Aich patifli; which juftices and veftry, fo met, txm 
hereby created and appointed a council of protediom 
of fuch flave or flaves: And the faid jaftices and 
veftry, fo met, are hereby directed and empowere^t 
to make further and full enquiry, upon view, into 
the commitment of the mutilation of fuch flave or 
Saves ; and, if to them it (hall appear proper, the l^d 
jaftices and veftry are hereby empowered and required 
to profecute to tSeGt fucli owner or owners ; the ex» 
pence of which profecution Aall be paid by the pariffli 
where fuch ofience (hail be committed : And in cafe 
the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves {hall ap* 
pear capable of paying the cods and charges of fuch 
before«>mentioned profecution^ the faid juftices and 
vtftry are hereby empowered to commence fuit or 
fttits againft fuch owner or owners of fuch flave or 
flaves, and recover all cods and charges out of purfe^ 
by them laid out and expended in fuch fuit ot fuits: 
And the keeper or fupervifor of the workhoufe where 
. fuch mutilated flave or flaves fhall have been firft com« 
mited, sis hereby dire£ted and required, upon due 
notice of the firft meeting of the juftices and veftry 
of the parifli* where the offence was committed, to 
produce fuch mutilated flave'or flaves, for the inijpee- 
tion and diredion of fuch juftices and veftry, under 
the penalty of twenty pounds for every negled, in- 
xiot prgducing before fuch juftices and veftry fuch flave 
or flaves. 

XI. And be it further enaded by the aathority 
aforefaid. That in cafe any juftice of the peace fliall 
receive any complaint or probabU intelligence Jhm any 

15 Jav0 



( 274 ) 

for every offence^ to be recovered againft the perfoa 
direding or permitting fuch puniihment. 

XV. And whereas a tnifchievous praBHce bath fonur 
times prevailed of punijhing ill-^ifpofed Jlaves^ and fuch as 
are apt to ahfcond from their owners ^ h^ fixing or caufing 
to be fixed round the necks of fuch flaves^ an iron collar 
with pryeEling bars or hooks to prevent the future defertion 
of fuch flaves ; be it further enflBed by the authority afore^ 
faidy That fuch praBice is hereby declared to be utterly 
unlawful J and that no perfonfhally on any pretence what' 
foever^ tOider the penalty of fifty pounds^ punifb any negro 
or other flave^ whether his own property or otherwife^ by 
fixings or caufing to be fixed^ any iron or other collar 
round the neck of fuch flavcy or by loading the body or 
limbs offuchflave^for any offence whatfoever^ with chains^ 
ironsy or weights, of any kind, other than fuch as are 
abfolutely neceffary for fecuring the perfon of fucb flave i 
arid all and every the jufiices of the peace^ within this 
iflandy are hereby authorifedy direEled, and required, under 
the penalty of one hundred pounds, on information and vie%a 
of fuch ^ence^ to order fuch collar, chains, irons, or 
weights, to be immediately taken off from theflave orjlaves 
wearing or bearing the fame. 

XVI. And whereas, from the deceafe and remoral 
of refidence of many proprietors of flaves^ and other 
circumftances, and from the manumiflion of negro^ 
mulatto, and other flaves, without any fuitable provi- 
iion being made for their future maintenance, many 
unhappy objects, affli^led with cotitagious diftempers, 
or difabled from labour by ficknefs, old agej and other- 
wife. 
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wife, and having no o'.vner8, prove dangerous, or be- 
come a burthen and nuifance to the feveral towns and 
parifhes of this ifland : for remedy whercpf, be it 
liirthcr enadcd by the authority aforefaid, That the 
juftices and veftrymen of the ftveral towns and pznfhes 
in this ifland be empowered, and they are hereby 
empowered, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants of the 
faid feveral towns and parifhes, in the fame manner as 
the parochial taxes are ufually laid, for the purpofe 
of raiHng fuch a fum as they (hall judge fufficient to 
provide for the maintenance, clothing, medical care^ 
and attendance, in the workhoufes or other convenient 
places of the faid feveral towns and parifiies of this 
ifland, of fuch negro, mulatto, or other flaves, or other 
unhappy obje£ls as aforefaid : And the magiftrates 
refpeftively of fuch town and parifh are hereby em- 
powered and required, upon application being made 
to them, or either of them, to order all fuch obje£ts 
as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the re- 
fpe^live workhoufes of each parifh where (if a flave) 
the former proprietor or proprietors, owner or ownerSf 
of fuch flave lived or reGded *, or, if a perfon of colour 
made free, where the perfon or perfons who mana« 
mifed or fet free fuch perfon of colour refided before 
his deceafe^ there to be lodged and taken care of as 
aforefaid: And the magiftra^s and veftries of the 
feveral towns and parifltea, as aforefaid^ are hereby 
empowered and required to make from time to time 
all fuch humane and falutary regulations, for the 
purpofes aforefaidj as to them (hall appear neceflary 
•fid expedient* 

T a XVII. And 
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XVII. And whereas it is abfolutcly ncccffary, that 
the ilaves in this ifland Ihould be kept id due obedience 
to their owners, ^nd in due fubordtnation to the 
whitf people in general, and^ as much as in the 
power of the legiflature, all means and opportunities 
of flaves committing rebellious confpiracies, and other 
crimesi to the ruin and deftru£tion of the white 
people, and others in this ifland, prevented, and that 
proper punifliments (hould be appointed for all crimes 
to be by .them committed; be it further eila&ed by 
the authority aforefaid, That no tiavc,/uch only excepted 
as are going ivitb Jirewoody grafs^ fruity provifionSf or 
fmalljlucl and other goods ^ ivhich they may lawfully felly 
to market^ and returning therefrom^ (hall hereafter be 
fuffered or permitted to go out of his or her mailer 
or owner's plantation or fettle'ment, or to travel from 
one town or place to another, unlefs fuch flave (hall 
have a ticket from his mafter, owne^, employer or 
overfeer, expreiTing particularly the time of fuch flave's 
fetting .out, and where he or ihe is going, and the 
time limited for his or her return, under a penalty 
not exceeding forty (hillings for every flave fo offend- 
ing, to be recovered from the mafter^ owner, em- 
ployer, or overfeer, in a fummary manner, before any- 
one juftice of the peace, by warrant of diftrefs, com- 
plaint being made to him upon oath, unlefs the 
mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer, of fuch (lave 
(hall prove, upon oath, before any juftice of the peace 
of the p^ri(h or precin£l where fuch mafter, owncr» 
employed, or overfeer, may or (hall live, or happen t6 
be, that he did give the faid flave fuch ticket as 
aforefaid, or that fuch flave went away without hia 
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confent ; and if fuch jufticc fliall refufe or negle£l 
fais duty, cither in caufing the penalty to be forthwith 
levied, on complaint being made to him as aforefaid, 
on the owner, ovetfeer, or any other perfon, who 
ihall fuffer a Have, being under his or their dire£tion, 
to go without a ticket as aforefaid/ every jufticc fo 
offending (hall forfeit the fum of five pounds ; any laW| 
cullom, or ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding *. 

XVIII. And be it further enaAed by the authority 
aforefaid, That for the future, all (laves In this ifland 
ihall be allowed the ufual number of holidays that 
were allowed at the ufual feafons of Chriftmas, Eafter, 
and Whitfuntide : Provided, That, at every fuch rc- 
fpe£kive feafon^ no two holidays (hall be allowed to 
follow or fucceed immediately one after the other^ 
except at Chriftmas, when they (hall be allowed 

• Chriftmas-day, and alfo the day immediately fucceed- 
ing ; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary not- 
withftanding : And if any mafter, owner, guardian, 
or attorney, of any plantation or fettlement, or the 
overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, (hall pre- 
fume, at the feafons aforefaid, to allow any holid.iys 

- to any (lave belonging to any fuch plantation or fet^ 
dementi other than as dire£ted by this aft to be given, 
every perfon fo ofFendingp (hall forfeit the fum of five 
pounds. * 

XIX. And whereas it hath been ufual and cuftom- 
ary with the planters in this ifland, to allow their 
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• In the former aft it was alfo provided that the (lave himfel/^ going 
without a ticjcet, (hould be puni/hed, which is now omitted. 
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flavcs one day in evcty fortnight to cultivate their own 
provifiou-grounds (exclufive of Sundays), except during 
the time of crop ^ but the fame not being compulfory, 
be it therefore enaded by the . authority aforefaid. 
That the flaves belonging to, or employed on, every 
plantation or fettlement, (hall, over and above the 
holidays herein before-mentioned, be allowed one day 
in every fortnight, to cultivate their own provifion- 
grounds, exclufive of Sundays, except during the time 
of crop, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be re- 
covered againil the overfeer or other perfon having 
the car(^ of fuch ilaves. 

XX. And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaid. That every field-flave on fuch plantation or 
fettlement {hal]| on work days, be allowed, according 
to cudom, half an hour for breakfaO:, and two hour$ 
for dinner ; and that no flavcs (hall be compelled tp 
any manner of field-work upon the plantation before 
the hour of five in the iporning, or after the hour 
of feven at night, except during the time of crop, 
under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered 
againft the overfeer or other perfon having the care of 
fuch flaves. 

XXI. And be it further enaftcd by the authority 
aforefaid, That if ^ny mafler^ owner, guardian, or 
attorney, of any plantation or fettlement, (hall here- 
after fufier any ftrange flaves, exceeding twelve in 
number, to aflTemble together and beat tbeir militaVy 
drums, or l^ow their horns or (hells, upon any 
^lanution, pen, pr fettlement, or in any yard or place 
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under hb, her, or their, care or management, or 
fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent the fame, 
by immediately giving notice thereof to the next 
magifttate or commiffioncd officer, that a proper force 
may be fent to difperfe the faid flaves; every fuch 
mailer, owner, guardian, or attorney, ihall, for every 
fuch ofFence, upon conyiAion thereof, upon an in- 
didment in the fupreme court of judicature, or courts 
of affile, pay a fine of fifty pounds to his majefty, 
his heirs and fuccefibrs, for and towards the fuppoft 
of the government of this ifland, and the contingent 
charges thereof: Provided neverthelefs. That infor- 
mation of fuch offence (hall be made, upon oath, 
before any of his majefty's juftices of the peace, 
within the fpace of five days after the commiffion of 
fuch offence. 

XXTL And be it further enaded by the authority 
tforefaid. That all officers, civil and military, (hall be, 
and are hereby empowered and required, to enter into 
any plantation, fettlement, or other place, to difperfe 
all foch unlawful aflemblies, and to fupprefs and 
prevent alt unlawful drummings or other noife, as 
before-mentioned ; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the 
contrary notwithftanding. 

XXIII. And whereas it has been found by experi- 
ence, that rebellions have been often concerted at 
negro dances, and nightly meetings of the flaves of 
different plantations, when fuch flaves are generally 
intoxicated i and as it has been found alfo, that thofe 
meetings tend much to injure the healths of negroes ; 
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be it therefore ptiaded by the authority aforcfaid* 
That if any overfeer, or^ in his abfence, any book- 
keeper, or other white perfon, having the car^ and 
management of any plantation or fettlement, fliall 
fuffer any flaves to aiTemble together, and beat their 
military drums, or blow their horns or (hells, every 
fuch overfeer, book-keeper, or other white perfon fo 
offending, (hall, for every fuch offence, upon convicn 
lion thereof, upon an indi£lment in the fupreme 
court of judicature, or befor;e the juftices of the aiTize^ 
fuffer fix months' imprifonment without bail or main- 
^rize: Provided information is madq, upon oath as 
aforefaid, before pnc of hi$ Q)aje(ly\s juftices of the 
peace, within five days softer th^ commiflloo of fuch 
offence : And provided always neverthelefs, that not- 
thing herein contained (hall be conftrued to prevent 
any mafter, owner, or proprietor, of any plantation 
or fettlement, or the overfeer thereof, from granting 
liberty to the (laves of fuch plantation or fettlement 
only, for afTembling together upon fuc1> plantation or 
fettlementj and playing and diverting themfelves ia 
any innocent amufeipents, fo as they do not make 
ufe of military drums, horns, or (hells; but that they 
(hair and may grant fu^h liberty when and as often 
as they pleafe, any thing in this, or any other z(k^ 
to the contrary notwithftanding : Provided, that fuch 
amufements are put an end to by twelve Qf the clock 
%t night, 

XXIV. J^ndf in order to prevent riots and nightly 
meetings among negro and other JlaveSy to the dijlurbance 
of the public peace^ and the endangering their healths^ be 
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it fur tier- tnoBid by the at^fhcinty mfirefaii^ That M 
negro httfiaU Jhall. in future tah^ place in tie day time 
only, fo that the. fame maybe ended before funfet i and if 
any mafier^ ownfr^ mr p^effhr offlav^Sj his or her over^ 
feer, or chief m^na^er, Jball kmwingly fuffer or permit 
the burial of anyflave otheryoife, than, as before direfled, he 
fball forfeit thefum of fifty pounds. 

XXV. And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaidy That if any Indian, free negro, or mulatto* 
(hall hereafter fuffer any unlawful aflembly of flaves 
at his or her houfe or fettlement, every fuch Indian^ 
free negro, or mulatto, (hall, upon due coavi62ion 
thereof, fuffer imprifonment^not exceeding Gx months: 
Provided neverthelefs. That information thereof (hali 
be given, on oath, within five days of fuch unlawful 
meetings 

XXVI. And b(^ it further enaftcd by the authority 
aforefaid. That all flaves who fiialL hereafter be found 
to have In his or their cuftody, any fire-arms, gun- 
powder. Hugs, or ball, fuch (lave being thereof con- 
vi£l:ed, before two juftices, (hall fuffer fuch punifliment 
as the faid juftices (hall think proper to infli£l^ by 
whipping or hard labour in the workhoufe, not ex- 
ceeding the term of fix months. 

' XXVII. . And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaid^ That if any ilave (hall offer any violence* 
by ftrikiog or otherwife, to any white perfon, fuch 
ilave, upon due and proper proof, (hall, upon con- 
vi£lion| be punifhed with deaths tranfportationy or 
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eMifineaieiit to hard labour, not exceeding tw6 years^ 
or otherwtfei as the court (hall, in their difcredon, 
think proper to inflidl ; Provided fuch ftriking or con- 
8i£l be not hj command of his or their owners, 
orerfeers, or perfons entrufted orer them, or in the 
hwful defence of their owners* perfons or goods. 

XXVIIL And be it further enafled by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That any flave or Haves, who (hall 
knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flave or 
Haves, fliall be liable to be tried for the fame at .the 
Have court hereinafter appointed, and on convi£lion, 
fuffer fuch punKhment as the juftices at the faid court 
fliall think proper to inflid, not extending to life or 
limb. 

XXIX. And whereas it is very dangerous to the 
peace and fafety of this ifland, to fufier flaves to con- 
tinue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely neceflary 
to declare and make known to the public what flaves 
(hall be deemed fuch ; be it therefore enaAed by the 
authority aforefaid. That from and after the paff- 
ing of this .a£l;, any flave or flaves who JbaU be 
ahfent from his owner or-empfoyer^ vfithaut leave^ fir tbt 
J^aci of ten days^ and fliaU be found at the diftance of 
eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or other fet- 
tlem^at, to which lie» ihe^ or they, belong, without 
a ticket or other permit to pafe, eKcept at htfirt ««- 
Hptid^ in ^oing t$ 0nd witteming from nteurket, fludl be 
deenied a lunaway. 
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XXX. And be it further eoa£ted by the authotitf 

sforefaid, That any perfon whatfoever, who (hall ap- 
prehend fuch Have or flaves^ (hall^ for every one fo 
apprehended^ be entitled to receive from the owner» 
employer, overfeer, or manager of fuch flave or Hvrcs, 
the fum of ten (hillings, and no more \ befides mile- 
money, at the rate of one (hilling per mile for the firft 
five miles, and fix-pence per mile afterwards: Pro- 
vided fuch flave or flaves had abfented him, her, or 
themfelves^ ten days without the privity, knowledge, 
or eohfent, of the proprietor, overfccr, or other white 
perfon, refiding on the plantation or fettlement to 
^hich fuch flave or flaves (hall belong j which time of 
abfence of fuch flave or flaveis (hall be declared on the 
oath of fuch proprietor, ovcrfcer, or other white per- 
fon, as aforefaid, if the party taking up fuch flave or 
flaves (hall recjuire it : But it is the true intent and 
meaning of this a£i, that every perfon or perfoQS wha 
0iall apprehend any flave or flaves, that ufually refide 
in, or are employed in, any of the towns of this 
ifland, and that at the time are actually runaway or 
abfent from their owner, employer, or manager'^, 
fervice, ten days, (hall be entitled to the reward of 
ten (hillings, although the flave or flaves (hould not be 
eight miles diftant from their employer's habitation: 
Provided ncvcrthelefs. That nothing in this z& con- 
tained, (hall be condrued to extend to an allowance of 
the faid fum of ten (hillings and mile-money, iu addi« 
tion to the fum allowed to maroon negroes for appre- 
hending runaways : And provided alfo, That it is not 
hereby intended to deprive the faid maroons of their 
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legal and eftaUilbed reward of forty (hOlings for each 
negro. 

XXXL And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaid^ That the perfon or perfons fo apprehending 
fuch ilave or flaves^ fliall convey him, her, or them, t^ 
their refpe&ive owner, employer, or manager, or to 
the workhoufe of fuch pari(h, if any workhoufe is 
cftabliflied there ; and in cafe of there being no work- 
Koufe^ to the next gaol, in cafe the o^ner, employer, 
or manager, of fuch flave or flaves (hall refufe to pay 
the faid fum of ten (hillings, and mile-money as afore- 
faid, or take the oath as to the time of abfence ; in 
which cafe, the gaol or workhoufe keeper is hereby 
required and ordered to receive fuch flave or flaves into 
his or their cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch 
flave or flaves the faid fum of ten {hillings and mile- 
money as aforefaid, and no more, for each flave fo de- 
fivered, under the penalty of five pounds : Provided 
neverthelefs, That if fuch flave or flaves is or are 
brought to any gaol or workhoufe by any white per- 
fon, free negro, free mulatto, or Indian, no gaoler or 
workhoufe-keeper (hall pay fuch fum. before fuch per- 
fon (hall have taken an oath, (which oath fuch gaoler 
or workhoufe-keeper is hereby required, under the 
penalty of five pounds, to file in his office and pro- 
duce, whenever therenrito required by the owner or 
pofleflbr of fuch flive or flaves,) that the flave or flaves 
fo apprehended was or were at the reputed diftance of 
eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or fetrleraent, 
to which fiich flave or flaves do belong (except as be- 
fore is excepted}, and that fuch flave or flaves had no 
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ticket or other permit in writing from his mafter, miftrefs, 
, o?erfeer, employer, or manager, at the time fuch flave 
or flares was or were apprehended, for him, her, or 
them, to pafs unmolefted, and that the faid flavc or 
flaves had been carried firft to the owner, employer, or 
manager of fuch ilave or flaves (provided fuch owner^ 
employer, or manager, fliall be in the pariSi in which 
fuch flare or flaves (hall be apprehended), and that the 
mafter, miftrefs, overfeer, or manager, had refufed to 
pay for the apprehending him, her, or them, accord- 
ing to the intent and meaning of this ad. 

XXXII. And be it further ena£l«d by the authority 
aforefaid, That no ticket fhall be granted te any flave 
or flaves for any time exceeding one calendar month* 

XXXIII. .And be it further ena£ted by the authority 
aforefaid. That, on the twenty-eighth day of December 
in every year (the time of giving in as aforefaid), or 
within thirty days after, the owner, overfeer, or 
manager of every plantation, pen, or fettleoient, (hall 
give in, on oath, an account of all the births and 
deaths of the flaves of fuch plantation, pen, or fctxle-' 
mcnt, for the preceding year, under the penalty of 
fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner of fuch 
plantation, pen, or other fettlement. 

XXXIV.' And be it further ena£led by the autbo- 
rity aforefaid. That, if the not giving in upon oath 
(uch feveral accounts fliall be owing to the negle£t of 
the overfeer or manager of fuch plantation, pen, or other 
fettlement, it (ball and may be lawful for the owner, 
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proprietor, or poffcflbr of fuch planhition, p€n, or 
other fettlement, to ftop and detain the penalty he or 
(he (hall fufier by this law, out of the wages of fuch 
overfeer or manager. 

XXXV. And be it further ena^ed by the authority 
aforefaid. That the doSor or furgeoh of every plantar 
tion, pen, or other fettlement, ihall, on the twenty- 
eighth day of December, in every year (the time of 
giving in as aforefaid), or within thirty days after, 
give in an account, on oath, of the deaths of fuch flavea 
als have died in the preceding year, or during fuch 
time as fuch do£ior or furgeon hath had the care of 
the flares on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, 
with the caufe of fuch deaths, to the bed of his 
knowledge, judgment, and belief, under the penalty 
of one hundred pounds for every negled : And in cafe 
it (hall appear, to the fatisfa£tion of the juflicea and 
veftry, from the return of the owner, overfccr, or 
manager aforefaid, that there has been a natural en- 
creafe in the number of ilaves on any fuch plantation, 
pen, or other fettlement, the overfeer (hall be entitled 
to receive from the owner or proprietor of fuch planta- 
tion, pen, or other fettlement, the fum of three 
pounds* for every flave born on fuch plantation, pen, 
or other fettlement, in the time aforefaid, and which 
(ball be then living, after deduBing the decreqfe; and 
and the owner or proprietor of fuch plantation,, pen, 
or other fettlement, (hall have a deduAion from the 
firft of his or her public taxes that (hall become duc# 
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oF the fum fo paid to the orerfeer, on producifig a cer- 
tificate of the juftices and veftrj of fuch encreafe, and 
a receipt of the overfeer for the fum fo paid. 

XXXVI. Andy in order that further encouragement 
may be given to the encreafe and froteBion of negro in-' 
fants^ be it further enaBed by the authority aforefaid^ 
Tl^at every female Jlave^ who fball havejiic children livings 
Jball be exempted from hard labour in the field or other'" 
wife^ and the owner or poffeffor of every fuch female flave 
fball be exempted from all mantier of taxes for fuch female 
flave^ any thing in the aB commonly called the pdl^tOM 
laWf or any other ef the tax laws of this ifland paffed^ or 
annually to be paffed^ to the contrary notwithftanding i 
and a deduBion fball he made for all fuch female flavu 
from the taxes of fuch owner or poffeffor^ by certificate of 
thejuflices and veftry^ at the fame time, and in manner as 
direBed in the cqfe of an annual encreafe of the number of 
flaves as aforefaid: Provided neverthelefs. That proof i0 
given^ on oath, to the fatisfaBion of the faid jufiices and 
veftryy not only that the requifite number of children, toge» 
gether with the mother, are living; but alfo that the^ 
mother is exempted from all manner of field or other hard 
labour, and is provided with the means of an eafy and 
comfortable maintenance* 

XXXVIL And whereas^ the more eiTeflually to i 
conceal runaway flavesi or prevent their being appre- 
hendedj tickets are given by Indians^ free negroeSf 
or free tnulattoes; be it therefore ei^afled by the 
authority aforefaid^ That any Indian, free negro, or mu« 
laUOi granting or giving fuch ticket, with fuch intent, 
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(hall be deemed guilty of forgery, and (hall be liable 
to be tried for the faid offence before the fupremc 
court of judicature, or in either of the courts of affize 
in this ifland where the offence (hall be committed ; 
and, on conviAion, (hall fu(Fer the lofs of freedom^ 
tranfportation, or fuch other punifliment as the coart, 
in their difcretion, (hall think proper to inflidi. 

XXXVIII. And be it further enaSed by the autho- 
rity aforefaid. That if fuch ticket (hall be granted or 
given by any white perfon, with fuch intent as afore- 
faidy to any flave or (laves, before or after his or their 
abfenting themfelves from their owner, employer, over- 
feer, or manager, fuch white perfon (hall be deemed guilty 
of forgery, and (hall be liable to be tried for the fame 
before the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the 
afiize courts of this ifland, where the offence (hall be 
committed; and, on convi£tion, (hall fuffer fuch pa- 
nUhment as the court, in their difcretion, (hall think 
proper to infli£t. 

XXXIX. And, to the end that the owners and pro- 
prietors of runaway (laves may have a due knowledge 
where fuch (laves are confined, after their being ap- 
prehended and fent to any workhoufe or gaol in thift 
ifland, in order that fuch owners and proprietors may 
apply for fuch flavcs; be it further enabled by the 
authority afore faid. That, from and after the pa(Gng 
of this ad, all and every the keepers af the work« 
houfes, or gaol-keepers, in any of the pari(b?s of this 
ifland, (hall, and they are hereby obliged, once in 
every week, to advertife in the Gazette oJF Saint Jaga 
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de la Vega, the Royal Gazette of Kitigfton^ and the 
Cornwall Chronicle, the heighth, names, marks, and 
fex, and alfo the country, where the fame can be 
ftfcertained, of each and every runaway flave then in 
their cuftody, together with the time of their being fent 
into cuftody, and the name or names of the owner or 
owners thereof. If known, and that upon oath, under 
the penalty of ten pounds for every flave fo neglcQed 
by him to be advertifed ; and, for the expence of fuch 
advertifement, they, the (aid workhoufe-keepers or 
gaol-keepers, (hall and may, and they are hereby 
authorized to, charge the owner or proprietor of fuch 
runaway flave fo advertifed, at and after the rate of 
one (hilling and three pence per month for each paper^ 
and no more ; and that it (hall and may be lawful for 
the keeper of the workhoufe or gaol-keeper, to detain 
and keep in his or their cuftody fuch runaway flave or 
flaves fo brought unto him or them, until the owner or 
owners thereof, or fofne per(bn on their behalf, pro- 
perly authorized, (hall pay unto him or them what he 
or they fo paid to the perfon or perfons who appre« 
hended and brought fuch flave or flaves into cuftody, 
with two (hillings and (ix pence in the pound for 
laying out his or their money, the coft of adver- 
tifing, after the rate above mentioned, and (ix pence 
for every twenty-four hours fuch flave or flaves fliall 
have been in cuftody, for maintenance, and two pence 
per day for medical care and extraordinary nouri(h« 
ment where neceflary, and alfo the charges of adver* 
tifing above dire£led, and no other fees whatever;;, 
and that the gaoler, workhoufe-keeper, or fupervifor, 
and no other perfon, (hall atteft) upon oathj that the 
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charges In the account for mtle*money;'andihe re*' 
ward for apprehending fuch flave, were aAually paid 
to the perfon who brought fuch runawayi and diat the 
whole of the charges in the iaid account are hti€t\f 
conformable to this law. 

"XL. And be it further ena£ted by the authority 
aforefaidi That the keeper of every workhoufe or gaol 
in this ifland ihall| under the penalty of ten pounds 
for every negledi, provide and give to every flave con- 
fined in fuch' workhoufe or gaoli a fufiicient quantity 
of good and wholefome provifions daily ; that is to fay, 
not lefs than one quart of uiiground Guinea or Indian 
corui or three pints of the flour or meal of either, or three 
^ints of wheat flout^ or eight full-grown plantains, or 
eight pounds of cocoas or yams, and alfo one herring or 
ihad, or other falted provifions equal thereto. 

XLI. And be it further enaded by the authority 

aforefaid. That no gaoUkeeper in this ifland, or any 

perfon adding under him as clerk or deputy, (hall, oit 

any pretence whatfoever, work or employ any flave or 

flaves fent to l)is cuftody, upon any plantation, pen, 

or fettlement, belonging to, or in the pofleflion of^ 

any fuch gaol- keeper, nor hire or lend fuch flave or 

flaves out to work for any other perfon or perfona>. 

during fuch time fuch flave or flaves fliall be in his 

cuftody, but that all fuch flaves fliall be and remain 

in the common gaol of the county or parifii, in order 

to be infpe£led by any perfon or perfons defiring the 

fame ; and in cafe any gaoUkeeper (hall ofl^nd herein, 

he (hall, for every ofience, forfeit the fum of fifty 

jiounds. 
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XLlIi And be k further enzSici by the autbbrity 
afofefaid. That all ilaves who Ihall have been in this 
ifland for the fpace of two years, and (hall run away^ 
and continue abfent for a term not exceeding fix 
months, (hall be liable to be tried by two juftices^ 
and, upon convidion thereof, fuch ilave or (laves 
(hall fuSer fuch punifliment as the faid juftices (hall 
think proper to infli£l. 

XLIIL And be it further enaSed by the authority 
aforefaid, That if any (lave (hall run away from his 
owner or lawful poflTcfTor, and be abfent for more 
than fix months, fuch flave, being duly convifted 
thereof, (hall be fentenced to be confined to hard 
labour for fuch time as the court (hall determine, or 
be tranfported for life, according to the magnitude of 
the offence. 

XLIV. And, in order to prevent the many mIC* 
chiefs that may hereafter arife from the wicked art 
of negroes going under the appellation of Obeah men 
and women, pretending to have communication with 
the devil and other evil fpirlts, whereby the weak and 
.fuperflitious are deluded into a belief of their having 
full power to exempt them, whllft under their pro- 
teftion, from any evils that might otherwife happen ; 
be it therefore ena£ted by the authority aforefald. 
That, from and after the pafiing of this a£^, any flave 
who fliall pretend to any fuperhatural power, in ordey 
to promote the purpofes of rebellion, (hall, upon con- 
Tiftion thereof, fuflFer death, tranfportation, or fuch 
other punilbment as the court (hall think proper to 
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dire£l ; any thing in this, or any other a A| to the 
contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

XLV. And be it further enaded by the authority 
aforefaidi That if any negro or. other Have (hall mix 
or prepare, with an intent to give, or caufe to be 
given, any poifon or poifonous drug^ or (hall a£buaUy 
give, or caufe to be given, any fuch poifon or 
poifonous drug, in the pra£lice of Obeah or other- 
wife, although death may not enfue upon the taking 
thereof, the faid flave or flaves, together with their 
acceflariesi as well before as after the fa£l (being 
Haves), being duly convi£led thereof, (hall fuffer death^ 
or tranfportation for life> as the -court (hall determine; 
any thing in this, or any other a£l, to the contrary 
notwithftanding. 

XLVI. And whereas great number of homed cattle^ 
Iheep, goats, horfes> mares^ mules, and afies, are fre- 
quently ftolen and killed by negro and other (Iares9 
In fo fecret and private a manner^ that it is with the 
greateft difficulty they can be found out and difcovered^ 
in fuch manner as to convi£l them of fuch ofience» 
although large quantity of beef^ mutton^ and the fle(h 
of other valuable animals^ are found upon him^ her^ or 
them ; in ordf r, therefore, to prevent fuch evils in 
future, and to punlfh the perpetrators of fuch afis 
agreeably to their crimes, be it further ena£led by 
the authority aforefaid. That if any negro or other 
flave (hall fraudulently have in his, her^ or their cus- 
tody or pofleflion, unknown to his or her matter, 
ownerj overfeeri or other perfon, who (hall have the 
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overlooking or employing of fuch flave> any frefli beef« 
▼ea]> mutton, or goat, or the flefh of horfe, mare, 
mule, or afs, in . any quantity exceeding five and not 
exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch negro or other 
Have, upon due convi£lion thereof before any two 
magiftrates, (ball be whipped in fuch manner as fuch 
magiftrates Ihali direA, not exceeding thirty«nine 
lalhes ; and if there ihall be found in his, her, or their 
cuftody or poifei&on, a larger or greater quantity than 
twenty pounds weight of frefli beef, veal, mutton^ 
or goat, or the flefli of horfe, mare, mule, or afs» 
'and fuch Have fiiall not give a fatisfa^ory account 
how he or (he became poflefied of fuch meat, that 
then fuch negro or other flave, upon conv3£iion thereof^ 
iball fuffer fuch puniihment as the faid two juftices 
ihall think proper to diredlj not extending to life, or 
imprifonment for life. 

XLVIL And be it further enaAed by the authority 
aforetaid. That if any negro or other flave (ha)l» after 
the paffing of this a£i, (leal any fuch horned cattle, 
iheep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or (hall kill 
any fuch horned cattle, (beep, goat, horfe, mare, 
mule, or afs, with intent to (leal the whole carcafs 
of any fiich homed cattle, (heep, goat, horfe, mare^ 
mule, or afs, or any part of the fle(h thereof, fuch. 
negro or other (lave (hall, qn convi£lion thereof, fuffer 
death, or fuch other puni(hment as the court (hall 
think proper to inflift. 

XLVin, And whereas it is neceflary to declare 
bow, and in what manner, flavei (ball bo tried for 

U3 the 
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the feveral crimes which they may hereafter tnmmit,, 
be it ena£ted by the authority aforefaid^ That from 
and after the pafling of this a£t, upon complaint made 
to any juftice of the peace of any felony, burglary, 
robberyi . burning of boufes, cane-pieces, rebellious 
confpiraciesi compafling or imagining the death of 
any white perfon or perfons, or any other ofience 
whatfoever committed by any flave or flaves, that 
(hall iubjeft fuch flave or flaves to fuffer death or 
tranfportation, fuch juftice (hall iflTue out his warrant 
for apprehending fuch offender or offisnders, and for 
, all perfons to be brought before him^ or any other 
judice of the peace^ that can give evidence; and the 
evidence of flaves againft one another} in this and all 
other cafeSi (hall be received ; and if| upon examina- 
tion,- it appears probable that the flave or flaves ap« 
prehended is or are guilty, the juftice before whom 
fuch examination (hall be had and taken> (hal) commit 
him, her^ or them, to prifon, and bind over the wlt^ 
neflTes to appe^^ at a certain day, not lefs than ten 
days from the day on which the complaint (hall be 
made, and at the place where the quarter*fc (lions 
are ufually held^ and, where there ^re no quarter* 
fcflfions held, at the place where the parochial bufioefs 
is ufually tranfafted, and (hall cenify to two other 
pftices of the peace the caufe of fuch commitments 
and require them, by virtue of this aA, to aflbciatc 
themfelves to him, which faid jjullices are hereby 
feverally required to do, under the penalty of twenty 
' pounds for every negle6l or refufal i and the faid 
judices, fo aflbciated, (hall iflTue out their warrant to 
fumn^on twelve perfons> fuch a% ai;e ufually warned 
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and impanelled to ferve on juries (the mafteri owner, 
or proprietor of the flave or flaves fo complained of, 
or the attorney, guardian, trudee, overfeer, or book- 
keeper of fuch mafter, owner, or proprietor, or the 
perfon profecutiog, his or her attorney, guardian, 
truftee, overfcer, or book-keeper, always excepted),' 
perfonally to be and appear before the faid juftices^ 
at the day and place aforefaid, to be exprefled in fuch 
warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve 
in the forenoon, when and where the laid perfons fo 
warned are hereby federally required to attend, under 
the penalty of five pounds ; and when and where the 
faid juilices fliaU caufe the .faid flave or flaves, fo 
complained of, to be brought before them, and there- 
upon nine of the faid perfons fo fummoned, as afore« 
faid, (hall compofe a jury to try the faid flave or 
flaves, and (hall by the faid juftices {tbe charge or accu^ 
fation being firjl read) be fworn to try the matter before 
them, and to give a true verdi£t according to evidence ; 
and fuch charge or accufation (hall be deemed . valid^ 
if fufficient in fubftance ; and if the faid jurors (hall» 
upon hearing the evidence, unanimoufly find* the faid 
flave or flaves guilty of the offence wherewith he, (he, 
or they, ftand charged, the faid juftices (hall give 
fentence of death, without benefit of clergy, or tranf" 
foriattm^ or confinement to hard labour for any limited 
time not exceeding two years *, according to the nature 
of the oficnce, and (hall caufe fuch fentence to be 
carried into execution, and at fuch time and place as 
they (ball think proper, women with child only ex« 

• In the former a£t, for Pife. 
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ceptedy whofe execution fh^^U be refpited until a rea** 

fonable time after delivery: Provided always never- 

thelefs. That at every court of quarter- feflions held 

in each aiid every parilh or precin£l within this ifland« 

the juftices there aflembled (hall and may, after the 

lifual bufinefs of the faid court (hall be done, fomi 

tbemfelves into a court, for the purpofe of enquiring 

into, hearing, and determining all manner of offence^ 

for which any flave or flaves are liable to be punifhed 

with death, or tranfportation, or confinement to hard 

labour, as afirejaid^ and {)iall open thp faid COU|t by 

proclama^ipn, declaring the fame to be 9 |lavergourt 

for fttch purpofe, and ihall thereupop, on tbe lil^e 

charge in writing, and in like mam^er, in all other 

Tefpeds, as the three juflices a^ociatcd and met as 

herein before-mentioned are^ by tl^s a£), dire^ed tq 

proceed in the tiialof Haves for fuch o^nce^, proceed 

%o try, and deliver the gaol or workhoufe within fhe 

faid pariQi or precind of, all and every flare and 

flaves wh<> fhal) or may then be in the cuftody of 

the marfhal or keeper of the' workhoufe, within each 

and every parifli or precindi a9 S|forefaid, and (hall 

forthwith caufe a jury, ponfifting of ninp jf^rors, to 

be called and taken froni the pannel returned to thp 

faid court of quarter-fcflionss and (hall c;|ufe t)iefn tQ 

be feverally (worn, as they ihal| appeafi tp t^ all and 

every fuch Have and flayes as (hall be brpught before 

them, charged with any fuch ofiences as aforefaid, 

and a true verdiA give according to evidence! as i^ 

oApr cafes. 
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XLIX* And be it further ena£ied by die authority 
aforefaidj That all and every the jurors who (hall be 
returned to fetve as jurors at the quarter-felHons, to 
be holden as aforefaid, are hereby required, under the 
penalty-of five pounds, to be and appear at the faid 
Have-court, fo to be formed and holden as aforefaid, 
and to ferve as jurors thereon as they {hall refpe£li?ely 
be called: Provided alfo, That nothing in this a& 
contained (hail hinder or prevent the faid juftices, 
upon any fuch trial, where any flave or Haves Oiali 
be condemned to die, from re(]piting the execution of 
fuch fentence for any term not exceeding thirty days, 
or until the pleafure of the' Commander in Chief ihall 
be known, in cafe proper caufe (hall appear to them 
for fo doing ; and that if the jury upon any fuch trial 
(hall apply to the faid juftices to fufpend the execu* 
tion of any fentence until the pleafure of the com<« 
mander in chief is known, the (aid juftiees (hall be 
obliged to fufpend the fame for thirty days, except 
in cafes of trial of any flave or (laves convidled of 
aSual rebellion ; in all which cafes the faid juftices 
(hall, if they think it expedient, order the fentence 
paiTed on fuch flave or flaves to be carried into imme* 
diate execution. 

L# And be it further enadled by the authority 
forefaid. That not lefs than three juftices (hall'con- 
ftitute a court for the trial of any flave or flaves^ for 
any critue or offence that (hall fubje£l fuch (lave or 
flaves to fuffcr death, tranfportation^ or confinement 
to hard labour ai afore/aid; and that, upon all fuch 
trials, no peremptory challenges of- any of the faid 
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jturors, or any exception to the form of the indidtmentj 
ihall be allowed. 

U* And be it further enabled by the authoritf 
aforefaid, That in all cafes where the punifliment of 
death is infli£led| the execution (halt be performed in 
a public part of the parifli' and with due folemnity ; 
and care ihall . be taken by the gaoler or deputy«i 
marOial, that the criminal is free from intoxication 
at the time of his ftial, and from thence to and at 
the time of his etecution, under the penalty of Btc 
pounds } and the mode of fueh execution ihall be 
l^anging by the neck, and no other; and the body 
fcall be afterwards difpofed of in fuch manner as the 
eourt ihall diredl-: And provided alfo. That where 
IcTeral ilaves ihall be capitally convi&ed for the fame 
offence, one only (hall fuffer deaths except ia cafes of 
murder or rebellion* 

Lit. And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaid, That, in cafe any flave or flaves (hall wil- 
fully, and with evil intent, give falfe evidence in any 
trial had under this acl, fuch flave or flaves, being 
diereof convi£led, ihall fufFer the fame puni(hment as 
the perfon or perfons on whofe trial fuch falfe evidence 
Was given would, if couvified, have been liable to 
fttfferl 

UII. And be it further enaded by the authority 
aforefaid, That, where any flave or flaves (hall be 
^charged by proclamation, the deputy-marihal or 
workhottfe-keeper^ ihall be entitled to receive all fuch 
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fees at (hall be due to him or them for fiich flavb or 

flaves, at the time of fuch difcharge^ from the pobQc, 
upon application and due proof made, in the mod 
folemn manner^ to the aflembly, or any committee 
thereof, and that foch flave or flares, during the time 
they were in the cuftody of fuch deputy-marflial ot 
workhoufe-keeper, was and were found and provided 
with proper and fufficient provifions, equal to what i$ 
allowed by this law* 

LIV. And be it further enaded by the authority 
aforefaidy That a record (hall be 'entered up of all* 
proceedings on the trials of ilaves, for any crime that 
(hall fubjeQ any flave or flaves to fuflPer death, tianf* 
portation^ or confinement to hard labour for the term 
of two years, in a book kept for that purpofe by the 
clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy, of the pre-» 
cinct ; who is hereby obliged to attend all fuch trials^ 
and to record the proceedings within thirty days after 
fuch trial, under the penalty of twenty pounds for 
each negle£l -, and he (hall be entitled to receive from 
the churchwardens of fuch parilh the fum of two 
pounds fifteen (hillings, and no more, for attending 
each trial, entering up the record, and any other 
buGnefs incidental thereto: And further, that the 
deputy-mar(hal for the fald pfiriQi, or fome proper 
perfon adling under him, (hall alfo be obliged to 
attend fuch trial, under the fame penalty of twenty 
pounds (or each negle£): ; and that he (hall be entitled 
to receive from the churchwardens of fuch pari(h forty: 
(hillings^ for attending at the trial and executioa of 

fuch 
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fuch offender as (hall be condemned to die^ and no 

LV. And be it further enafked by the authority 
aforefaid. That in all trials of any flave or flayes under 
this ad, fufficient notice of fuch trial (hall be firft 
given to the owner, proprietor, or poffeffor, of fuch 
flave or Haves, his, her, or their lawful attorney or 
attornies, or other reprefentative or reprefentatives ; 
any law, cuftom, or . ufage, to the contrary notwith- 
(landing.. 

LVI. And be it further enafted by the authority 
aforefaid, That in all cafes where any flave or flaves 
ihall be put upon his, her, or their trial, and fhall 
receive fentence of death or tranfportation, the court, 
at the time of trying fuch flave or flaves, (hall alfo 
enquire what fum or fums of money fuch owner, 
proprietor, or employer of the faid flave or flaves 
ought to receive for fuch flave or flaves, and certify 
the fame, fo that fuch fum or fums of money do not 
exceed the fum of fixty pounds for each flave fentenced 
^ as aforefaid. 

LVII. And 'be it further cnafted by the authority 
aforefaid. That in all cafes where any flave or flaves 
fliall be brought to trial, and (hall be valued according 
to the direction of this a£l, fuch flave or flaves Ihall 
be paid for by the receiver-general of this ifland, 
cut of any monies in his hands unappropriated ; and 
the money ariflng from the a£lual fale of fuch flave or 
flaves as (hall be fo tranfported by the depuryHnar(hal 
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fkall be tccounted for, on oath, to the churchwardens 
of the parifii where the offence (hall be tried, to be by 
them paid oyer to the receiver-general, for the ufe of 
the public. 

LVIII. And be it further cnaQed by the authority 
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave, who (hall 
be tranfported from this ifland, under the diredlion of 
this zCtf (hall wilfully return from tranfportation, 
fuch negro or other flave {faall, upon convi£iion, fuiFer 
death, without benefit of clergy. 

LIX. And whereas there are many inferior crimes 
and mifdemeanours committed by flaves, which ought 
to be puniflied in a fummary manner, by order of the 
magiftrates ; be it therefore ena£led by the authority 
aforefaid. That, from and after the pafiing of this ad^ 
It (hall and may be lawful for any two judices of the 
peace to hear and determine, in a fummary manner, 
ail fuch crimes and mifdemeanours, givipg fufEcient 
notice to the owner or proprietor of fuch flave or 
(laves, or his or her attorney or attornies, or the perfon 
having the care of fuch 'flave or flaves, of the time 
and place of trial, and to order and dired f^ch 
puni(hment to be infli^ed on them as fuch juftices, in 
their judgment, (hall think fit, not exceeding; fifty 
laQies or fix montlis confinement to hard labour ; the 
ezpences of which trial (hall not exceed ten (hillings 
CO the conftable, and (hall be paid by the madeo 
owner, or employer of fuch flave or flaves; and in 
cafe fuch mailer, owner, or employer of fuch flave 
or flaves, (hall refufe or negle£t to pay fuch expencesj 

it 
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it Aiall and may be lawful for the faid jaftices^ of 
either of them, to iflue his or their warrant, under hia 
or their hand and feal, direded to any conftable, for 
levying the fame, on the goods and chattels of fucl\ 
mailer, owner, or employer, and to fell the fame at 
public outcry, for the purpofe of paying fuch ex*- 
pences, together with the charges attending the grant- 
ing and executing fuch warrant and fale of goods and 
chatties, returning the overplus, if any, to the owner 
thereof* 

LX* And whereas great advantages have arifefi to 
the community from the eftabli(hment of workhoufes 
in the refpedive parifhes in this ifland, for the recep« 
tion of runaway and other flavcs } And whereas there 
now are many fuch flaves in the pofTefBon of the 
provoft-marfiial, or his lawful deputies, who might be 
employed in the workhoufes in this ifland to great 
advantage; be it therefore ena£bed by the authority 
aforefaid. That, from and after the pafling of this a£):, 
it (hall and may be lawful for the govemors and 
guardians of the refpeQive workhoufes in this ifland, 
if to them it (hall feem meet, to demand and receive 
from the provoft-marfhal, or his lawful deputies, all 
or any of the runaway negroes or other ilaves in his 
or their poiTeflion, or that, may hereafter come into 
his or their cu({ody or pofleflion, upon the faid gover* 
nors and guardians paying unto the prpvoft-marfhal, 
or his lawful deputies, the full amount of the fees 
and other contingent charges attending the faid run« 
nway (laves during the time of their being committed 
to gaol, agreeably to this or any former a£t ; and 
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the prdvo(l-mar(baI and his lawful deputies fluU com« 
ply with fuch requifitionsi under the penalty of fiftj 
pounds* 

LXI. And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaid, That no runaway flave ihallj on any ac« 
count, be committed to gaol by any magiftrate of a 
parifli where there is any wbrkhoufe eftabliCbed^ but 
to fuch workhoufe only. 

XiXIt. And whereas the permitting and fufiering 
negro and other flaves to keep horfesj mareSf mulesy 
or geldings, is attended with many and great mifchiefs 
to the iiland in general i in order, therefore, to remedy 
the fame, be it further enaAed by the authority aforC'*. 
faid. That from' and after the paffiug of this a£l:,' the 
mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, exe- 
cutor, sdminiilrator, or other perfon, ip poiTeffion o£ ' 
every plantation or pen in this ifland, baring on any 
fuch plantation or pen . any horfe, mare, mule, or 
gelding, the reputed property of any flave or flaves^ 
knowing the fame to be fuch, (hall caufe them to be 
taken up, and (hall produce them at the moft public 
place in the pari(h where taken up, at fuch time as 
the juftices and veftry (hall, by advertxfement in the 
public newfpapers, appoint for that purpofe, and that 
fuch horfes, mares, mules, and geldings', be then and 
there fold and difpofed of at public outcry ; and if 
s^ny mafter, owner, proprietor, attomeyi guardian^ 
executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon as aforefaid^ 
(hall negle£t or refufe fo doing, each and every of 
them flial), for every negle^ or refufalj rcfpe£i:ively 
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forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be tecorered id 
a fummary manner before any two juftices of the 
peace for the pariQi or precin^ where fuch ncgle£k 
or refufal (hall happen, by the oath of one or more 
credible witnefs or witneflfes ; which penalty fliall be 
to the ttfe of the perfon informing. 

LXIIL And be it further enabled by the authority 
aforefaid. That from and after the ptfling of this i£kf 
no mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian^ 
executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon, in pofleffion 
of any plantation, pen, or fettlement, (hall knowingly 
permit or fuffer any flave or flaves to keep on fiich 
plantation, pen, or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule, 
or gelding \ and, in cafe of fo doing, (hall, for erery 
ofience, forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be re- 
covered in manner aforefaid. 

LXIV. And be it further ena£led by the authority 
aforefaid. That every mailer, owner, proprietor, at- 
torney, guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or other 
perfoii^ at the refpediive times of their giving in an 
account of their flaves and ftock to the juftices and 
veftry, ihall alfo make oath, that noxte of the faid 
horfes, mares, mules, or geldings, fo given in, do 
belong to any negro or other flave; and that fuch 
perfon, fo giving in, or his, her, or their, employer 
or employers, hath not, nor have, in his, her, or their» 
poflefiioo, to his, her, or their, knowledge or belief, 
any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, belonging to, or 
reputed to belong to, any flave or flaves ; and in cafe 
any perfon or perfons ball negle£t or refufe fo to 60^ 
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.every person ib negleding or refuGng (hally ibr evefj^ 
offence, forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be re^ 
coveted in the fame fummary manner, and to be dif* 
))ofcd of as herein before mentioned. 

LXV. And be it further enaded by the authority 
uforefaid, That, from and after the paffing of this ^&t 
no negro or other flaye in this ifland (hall purchafe or 
Imy^any horfe, mare, mule^ or gelding, under the 
penalty of forfeiting fuch horfe, mare> mule, or geld*-' 
ing, and to be difpofed of as herein l>efore-mentioned: 
And if any perfon whatfoever (hall fell or give any 
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, to any negro or other 
flave, or to any perfon in truft for fuch negro or other 
flave, every fuch perfon (hall, for every fuch horfe^ 
mare, mule, or gelding, fo fold or given, forfeit the 
fum of thirty pounds; and every perfon who (hall 
purcRafe, or be concerned in the purchafe of, any 
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, in truft for any negro 
or other ilave» (halt forfeit the fum of thirty pounds S 
which faid penalties (hall be recovered in the fame 
iummary manner and difpofed of as herein before 
mentioned; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the con* 
trary in anywife notwichftanding* 

LXVI. And be it further enaded by the authority 
aforefaid. That in future, whenever a warrant (hall 
be granted by one or more of his Majeity's juftices of 
the peace againft any (lave, if the faid flave cannot be 
immediately taken on the faid warrant, the owner^ 
pofleflbr, attorney, guardian, or overfeer, of fuch flave 
(hall be fervcd with a copy of the faid warrant i and 
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if he, flie^ or they, do not carry the faid flave before % 
magiftrate, to be dealt with according to law on the 
faid warrant; and If it (hall be afterwards proved 
that the owner, poiTefTor, attorney, guardian, or over* 
feer,^ of fach Have wilfully detained or concealed faid 
flave^ he, (he, or they, (hall forfeit the fum of one 
hundred pounds. 

LXVIt. And whereas fcver^l flaves have lately 
' found means to^defert from their owners, and depart 
from this iiland, to the great damage of fuch owner^y 
'n evil example to other flave s, who may thereby be 
induced to attempt or confpire to do the fame ; And 
whereas there is reafon to fufpeft that Tuch flaves 
have been aided and aflifted in fuch efcape and de- 
pJirture by other perfbns, and there is not any ade- 
quate puni(hment provided by law for fuch defertion 
and departure, or attempting or confpiring to defert 
and depart this ifland, or for perfons aiding, alHftinf, 
or abetting, fuch deferters : For remedy whereof, be rt 
further enafled by the authority aforefaid, That, from 
and after the pafTing of this atSl, if any flave (hall run 
away from his, her, or their, owner or owners, em- 
ploycr or employers, and go off, or confpire or attempt 
to go oflF, this ifland in any (hip, boat, canoe, or other 
vefTel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, or 
affifting, to any other flave or flaves in fuch going off this 
ifland, he, (lie, or they, fo running and going off, or 
confpiring or attempting to go oflF, or fo aiding, aflift- 
ing, or abetting, in fuch going off, being thereof con- 
vidled, (hall fufl^er death, or fuch punlfliment as the 
.(ourt fliall think proper to dirc£l. 
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Li^VTII. And be it further ena£led by the autho- 
rity aforcfaid, That if any Indian, free negro, or 
mulatto, (hall, frpm and after the paOing of this a£l, 
knowingly be aiding, aflifting, or abetting, any flave or 
flaves in going off this iflan(^ and (hall be convifted 
thereof, either in the fuprime court t>r in an'y of the 
a(£ze courts of this iflaad, fuch Indian, free negro, 
or mulatto, Oiall* be forthwith tranfported off tjiis 
ifland by the provofl:-mar(hal-general, or his lawful 
deputy, into whofe Cudody fuch perfon or perfons 
fiiall be committed ; and if fuch perfon or perfons, fo 
convided, fentenced, and tranfported, (hall afterwards 
be found at large in this ifland^ he, (he, or they, being 
fo thereof convidied before the fupreme court of judi- 
cature or courts of affize in this ifland, (hall fuffer 
death without benefit of clergy^ 

LXIX. And be it further «na£led by the authority 
aforefaid. That if any white perfon or perfonS; (hall 
knowingly be aiding, affifting^ or abetting^ any (lave or 
flaTe«, to going off this ifland, he^ (he, or they, being 
conviAed thereof by bill, plaint, or information, in 
tke fupreme court of judicature, or courts of afii^e, 
ihall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds for each 
flave 4 one moiety whereof fhall be to our fovereign 
lord the King, his henrs and fucceflbrs, for and to- 
^rds the fupport of the government of this iflan^, 
and the contingent charges thereof, and the other 
moiety lo the party or parties at whofe fuit or com- 
plaint fuch perfon was conyi£led, and (hall^alfo fuffer 
impxifonm^nt, at the difcretion of the faid courts fgr 
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any fptce of time not exceeding twelve monthsi 
out bail or mainprize. 

LXX. And be it funher enaQed by tbe aathority 
aforefaid. That it ihall ^d may be lawful to proceed 
againft the perfon or peffoni fo aiding, ailifting» or 
abetting, fuch flaye or flaves in going off this ifland^ 
whether the principal or principals be conviAed or 
not I any thing in thia, or any other a&, law, cuftom^ 
or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. 

LXXI. And whereas the overfeers of eftates in this 
ifland make a frequent. pra£lice of leaying the fcTcral 
eftates under their care a|id management, on the 
refpe£live feafons allowed for negro holidays, whereby 
many dangerous nieetings and pernicious praAices 
are carried on ; in order, therefore, t^ ptevent the like 
for the future, be it enafled by the authority afprefaid. 
That if any oyerfeer in this iflvid (hall abfent himfelf 
from the eftate under his care and management, on 
any of the particular holidays herein before mentioned 
to be allowed to flaves, without leave of his employer, 
every fuch overfecr fo offending, (hall,. for every of- 
fence, forfeit the fum of five pounds, to be recovered 
by information, upon oath, before any juftice of the 
peace, in a fummary way, in the pari(h where fuch 
offence (ball happen \ any law, cuftom, pr uiage to the 
contrary notwithftanding. 

LXXIL And be it further enaAed by the authority 
aforefald, That it (hall not be lawful for any juftiec 
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af the peace, fitting on the trial of any flare or flaTca, 
qr othcrwifc;* to fipntence or order any flare to be mu- 
tilated OK maimed for any ofience wbatfoerer. 

LXXIIL And be at further enaded, That if any 
negro or other flave^ who may be fentenced to be 
confined in the workhoufe for the term of two years 
or a lefs time, (hall efcape from fuch confinement be- 
lt>re the expiration of his fentence, fuch negro or 
other flave, being retaken, fluU, on proof of his or her 
identity, befoie two juftices of the peace, be adjudged 
by them to be fent back to confinement, and to re* * 
ceire a whipping, not exceeding fifty laflies* « 

LXXIV. And be it further enaAed by the authority 
' aforefai'd, That if the provoft-marfhal, or any of his 
lawful deputies, or any lawful conftable, or workhoufe- 
Iceeper, fliall willingly or negligendy fufier any flare 
or flares to e/cape, who fliall be committed to his or 
their cttftody for any ofience under this ad, fo that 
(dch flare or flares fliall not be retaken within two 
years, fuch marflial, conftable, or workhoufe-keeper, 
who Ihall fttfler fuch e&ape, fliall forfeit the fum of 
tw.enty pounds, without injury to the right of tAi 
owner to fue for the ralue of the fame, 

LXXV. And be it further enaAed by the authority 
^orefaid. That no negro or other flare fliall be allowed 
to hunt any cattle, horfes, mares, mules, or aiTes, in 
any part of this ifland, with lances, guns, cutlafltrs, 
or other inftroments of death, unlefs in the company 
of his or their matter, orerfeer. or fome other white 
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perfon by him or them deputed, or t>y permiffion lit 
writing ; dnd if any negio or other Have fliall offend^ 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this a&, 
he or tbeyj being thereof convidlcd before two juftices^ 
ihall fuffer fuch punifhment as they (ball think proper 

I to infli^. 

< • 

LXXVI. And be it further enaded by the aatho* 
rity afbrefaid, That it (hall and may be lawful for the 
juftices aforefaid, and they are hereby required, to do 
their feveral and refpedive duties under this a£l when 
martial law (hall happen to be in force, as they might 
or ought to have done if martial law were not fiibG(ling; 
any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary thereof, 
notwith (landing, 

LXXVII. And be it further cnaScd by the autho- 
rity aforefaid. That all jurors ferving at flave courts, 
and every perfon and perfons whofe prefcnce may be 
requifite, at the examination of any flave or flavcs, or 
upon the trial of any flave or flaves, and who (hall bo 
required to attend by warrant under the hand and (eal 
of any juftice of the peaoe, and all and every flave and 
'd^ves who (hall be brought as witnefTes, (hall be pro* 
te£led in their perfons from all mefoe or jadicial 
prbcefs whatfocver, in their going to, attending at, 
and returning from, fuch examinations or trial, and 

• 

that fuch flaves fliall not be fubjeA to be levied on. 

LXXVIII. And be It further cnafted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That all p*enalties in this ad men^« 
tioned, and ndt already declared-how they (hall be ro^. 

c ' covered 
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covered and applied, (hall, if not exceeding twenty 
pounds, be recovered in a fumaiary manner before any 
two of his Majefty's juftices of the peace, by diftrefs 
and fale of the offender's goods and chattels |- and, if 
exceeding twentf pounds, to be recovered in the 
fupreme court of judicature of this ifland, or in either 
of the courts of aflize, by a£lion of debt, bill, plaint, 
or information, wherem no eflbjn'i proteftlan,- wager 
of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, (hall be entered; 
one moiety of which penalties (hall be to the pari(h 
where the offence is committed, and the other moiety 
to the informer, or him, her| or them who (hall fue 
for the fame. 
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Martki sa* die Scptenbrtti 179 $. 

X HE Speaker reported, that the houfe had attended 
his honour the Lieutenant-Governor in the council- 
chamber i and that his lionour was plesETed to make a 
fpeech; of whith, Mn Speaker faid^ he had, to pre* 
vent miftakeS) obtained a copy$ and the hmt being 
read, was ordered to be enteredi and Ts as follows : 

^< Gentlbmen of the council. 

<< Mr. SPEIXBS9 AND GENTLEMEN CE THE Ai» 
8EUBLT9 

«< The urgency of puUie afiairs has put me under 
the neceflity of calling you together at a very early 
f eafon of the yean 

^The unfortunate infurreftion which has taken 
place aihong the Maroons of Tr^awney*Town is the 
immediate caufe of my now aflembling you. 

« Theft 
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<< lliefe infargents have committed the moft daiing 
tSU of ttiiproToked rebellbn. 

<< I hare every reafon to believe, that hoftility bat 
long been premeditated, and at the inftigation of the 
convention of France; whofe objeft it undoubtedly 
is» to throw this ifland into a ftate of anarchy and 
fonfufion* 

<* I have ordered the feveral documents to be laid 
before you: The evidence contained marks, ||i a 
ftrong manner, the de^ns, the progrefs, and the ex* 
pe£lations of the enemy, in fomenting internal com* 
motion* 

*< By the blelEng of Providence, this confpiracy has 
been fruftrated before it had ripened into maturity. 

^^ Their plan of raifing a rebellion might have pro- 
duced a co-operation of the moft dangerous tendency, 
and the early intimation we have obtained thereof is 
truly fortunate^ ^ 

^* The precipitate and infolent conduA of the rebels 
gave me the advantage. of a&ing with celerity and 
vigour ; for, had I permitted them to gain tim^ and 
to manage the war according to their arrangements 
and thofe of their fupporters, this ifland would have 
been undone, and the inhabitants muft have fubmitted 
to a dominion fimilar to that now exercifed in feveral 
of to windward iflands. 

*«The 






«' The valomr and .condua of his Majefty'g fovces 
have fecured every advantage that could be attained b; 
regular manceuvres. 

•* The troops now occupy a chain of polls through 
the Maroon difi:ri£l ; they have ftormed and carried 
their country; they have difpoflcflcd them of their 
towns, and have driven them to faftnefTts rugged 
and barreoi where they can fubfift only as a band of 
robbers* 

^ *sThc infurrcdJion hay now aiTamed^ in fomc de- 
gree, the foirm of a local difturbance \ and it will 
AferveyoQT mofl feriousconGderation, whether fta« 
tiitea may be fo framed or amended as to put proper 
and efficient power into the hands of government^ 
wfthout fabjefting the country to the ferious inconve- 
mcnces that refult from the declaration of martial law. 

^ Mr. Spbaker* jnd gemti.embn of tzto as- 

SEMSLTy 

•' I have to lament the heavy expence ineurred in 
confequence of the ipeafures I have been obliged to 
aifopt: But as you have witnefled the neceflity of 
ftfikrng at the root of the rcbelKon, fo I truft you 
wiH grant fuch fupplies as, in your wifdom, the exi* 
gency of the fervice may require. 

" Gentlemen of the council- 

^ Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen, of the a^ 

S£MELY» 

«^ When yqu refieft, that the principtea of the pre^ 
fcot rutcrs of Fiance are to overturn every fydem oF 

govein* 
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government founded on focial order, morality, 4ttid 
religton, you will be aware that a degree of danger 
refalts to you, from the general profperity hitherto 
enjoyed by this happy ifland : This they will endeavour 
to deilroy, and this, I truft, your energy atfd unani- 
mity will maintain. 

*« Great vigilance is required, at this moment, to 
guard againfl: the admiilion of their dangerous fyftems; 
and every effort is neceiTary to refifl; their pernicious 
confequences, wherever they may appear. 

'« It is with thofe maxims that 1 have entered 
upon the adminiftration of Jamaica, and I now meet 
you with the avowal of thofe feiitiments. 

^' It gives me the high&fl fatisfadlion to obferve the ^ 
Iteadinefs, the difcipline, and the alacrity of the militia* 
It is with every confidence I have afTured his Maje(ty» 
that in them he is pofTefTed of a force which, I am 
decidedly of opinion, will be found equally capable 
of being prefented with efTeft to an external or in- 
ternal enemy. 

-*« The glorious and important 'viAory gained by 
Lord Bridport, ^nd the recent advantages obtained 
by his Majedy's fleets, afTuredly leflen the impending 
danger to this ifland ; and the general afpe£l of ' 
affairs, in the interior of France, may fairly lead our 
hopes to an honourable termination of the prefent war. 

** In calling to your recolleAion the many^ bleflings 
which we have enjoyed und^r tlie* ^lludrioas houfe of 

Hanover^ 
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Haoov^fj foil will receive with every fentime&t of joj 
the accounts of the folemnization of the marriage of 
hit Royal Highnefs the Prince of Walea with the Prin** 
cefs Caroline of Brunfwick ; and I congratulate you 
on an event fo interefting to his Majefty'a domeftic 
happinefsi and to the welfare of his people.** 

A Meflage from his honour the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor^ by his fecretary,. as follows : 

<< Mr. Speaker, 
<^ I am commanded by his honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor to lay before the houfe . authentic copies 
and extra£ls of feveral letters, papers, and documents, 
referred to in his honour's fpeech of this day; of 
which the following is a lift: 

No. u Letter from the magiftrates of St. James to his 

honour the Lieutenant-Governor. 
a« Propofals of the magiftrates of St. James to the 

Maroons of Trelawney-Town.. 
3. Anfwer of the Maroons to the propofals of the 

magiftrates of St. James. 
4* Letter from John Merody, affiftant in Tre- 

lawney Maroon Town, to the 8aperin« 

tendant.. 
5* Letter from the Superintendant of Trelawney 

Maroon Town to Samuel Vaughan, efquire. 
6* Letter from James Stewart, efquire, to his j 

honour the Lieutenant-Governor. 

7. Letter from the Cuftos of St. James, to his 

honour the Lieutenant-Governor. 

No. 9. 
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Jic. 8. Letter from the Caftos of St. James to hit 

honour the Lieutenant-Goremor. 
9* Letter from the honourable John Tharp^ 

efquirei to his honour the Lieutenant^Go* 

yemor. 
io« Letter from Ifaac Lafcellea Winn, efquirei to 

Lewis Cuthbert, efquire. 
II. Letter from Samuel Vaughani efquirei to 

Lewis Cttthberty efqulre. 
X2. Letter from the Superintendant of Trelawnef 

Maroon Town to his honour the Lieutenant^ 

Governor. 

13. Letter from Samuel Vaugl;iany efquire^ to 

Lewis Cuthbert, efquire. 

14. Examination of the Superintendant of Tre« 

lawney Maroon Town. 

15. £xrra£l from the examination of John Me* 

rodjy aiSftant in Trelawney Maroon Town* 
t6. Depofition gf Leah FletchaU. 
17.. Extra£i from the examination of John Gra* 

ham^ a free mulatto. 
i9« £xtra£k from the examination of Miles Hall^ 

a free mulatto. 

19. Examination of Willislmi a negro- Have. 

20. Letter from John Tharp, efquire, to Samuel 

Vattghan» efquire. 

21. Examination of Abraham^ a negro flare. 

22. £xtra£l of a letter from Robert Campbell^ 

efquire, to Thomas Harper, efquire. 
23 • Declar;ation and examination of Jean Jo(ef 
Moraofon. 

ifi. I. 
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No. I. 

iMter frofn the Magiflrqtes of St. James to his honour 

the Lieutenant-Governor. 

•' My LORDj Montcgo-Bay, 18 July, 1795. 

"Wc arc for»y to inform your lord(hip, that a 
rety feHous didurbance is likely to break out linine^ 
^diately with the Maroons of Trelawney Town. They 
have obliged their Superintendant to quit the town; 
' they have threatened the deftrudion of the two planta- 
: tions neareft them, and of all the white people on 
; them } all the people belonging to the town have been 
called, in; the women are fcnt into the woods, and, 
batween this and Monday, they propofe to kill their 
cattle and their children who may be an incumbrance. 
The chief of this we have in evidence from various 
individuals ; but, for the information of your lordfiiip, 
we inclofe the lad letter from the Superintendant. 
Since this letter was written, the letter from the 
magiftrates to them, in anfwef to a propofal they 
made, was fent them, and we expefl an anfwer this 
morning to it ; but your lordfhip mult well know the 
difficulty of quelling fuch a body of men, after they 
have once committed themfelves, and their fpirits 
Koufed. 

** We have difpatched a letter to General Palmer» 
to call out the troops ; and Colonel James has ordered 
out two companies of militia, for the immediate pro- 
tection of the plantations in the neighbourhood, and 
we hope the next intelligence will render unneceflary 
calling out the refl. 

13 « Mr* 
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. ^ Mt. Vaughan alfo informs us, he has fent aa 
czprefs ta Colonel Swzbj, Cuftos of St. Elizabeda^ to 
have the militia in readinefs for a£lion, and to inferisi 
the neighbouring pariflies on the fouth fide ; and has 
given the fame intelligence to the Cuftos of Trelawney. 

<< We beg leave to fuggeft to your lordlhip's coo* 
Cderatlonp the propriety of a company of the lijgbt 
horfe being fent on each fide of the country, in cafe 
the militia are generally called out, to overawe the 
negroes during the abfence of the militia, or for anjr 
Other neceflary duty« 

<< The immediate caufe of this diftutbance was &e 
infliding the punifliment of flogging on two Marobns, 
who had been convided, by the evidence of twp wliUe 
people, of killing tame hogs. 

■ ** Since writing the above, Mr. Schaw, inhabiting 
their boundaries, has informed us, that theyexpeft 
this day to be joined by Accompong Town ; hut 
they have delayed their atftck till to-morrow or 
Monday, when it will be by two parties, one on eadi 
parifli ; and that they expett to be joined by iba^ 
negroes of fome panicular eftates. 

'' We have the honour to be, my lord, 
'' Your lordfiiip's moft obedient humble fervatstii, 

Wm. Duncan, J. Robt. James, 

Cbo. M'Lenan, John Perry, 

Sam. VAVGHAHiJuntcr, Maclaijrin Gilucs, 

Don. CAMPSBLt, John Ingram^ 
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^ p. S. We are in want, as the Cuftos formerly 
advifed, of both arms and ammunition. 
^' Right Ibnmrabli Earl ffalcami, (5V« ig^iJ* 

Pftpo/ah of the Magiftrates of St. James to the Maroons 

ifTrelanj^ney Tofvn^ 

^^ The magiftrates of St. James propofe to fend 
four of the oldeft juftices, to meet four chofen Ma* 
toons, at VaughanVfieldi or Haddington, to*morrow» 
to fettle all difierences- 

^< Saturday, lith July, 1795* ^°^' Campbell* 

John Perrt. 

<< The four magiftrates will be General Reid, Co« 
lonel James, Mn Mowat, and Mn Cunningham^ if 
it is poflible to find them, or elfe othen^'* 

Anfwer of the Maroons to the Propofals of the Magj/hatrr 

of St. James. 

" Gentlehen, 
«< The Maroons wiflics nothing elfe from the coun- 
try but battle ; and they defires not to fee Mr. Craikell 
up here at all. So they are waiting erery moment 
for the above on Monday. 

«* Colonel Mountacve, and all the refi* 

<< Mn David Schaw will fee you on Sunday mom* 
Ing» for an anfwer. 

« They will wait till Monday, nine o'clock 5 and 

if they don't come up, they will come down them* 

felvcs.* 

10 i^9^ 4« 
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lAittr from John Merodj^ AJfiJlatii in Trelawney Ma* 
roon Town^ to Thomas Crq/ieUf ffquire, the Superin* 
tcndant. 

Trelawney Town, July i^xh^ 

*' The Maroons inform you, that thej do not want 

any thing, for they have got plenty of powder and 

ball ; for it is too late to do any thing that is good* 

They have received an anfwer from the bay, by Mr. 

David Schawj and he has taken all the bufinefs upon 

himfelf ; for there will be four magiftrates from the 

bay to-day, at Mr. Schawls property \ they do not 

want any more letters from you, except it Is from the 

bay. 

<* They have (topped me up here, as you did not 
let me know before you went away; but I fuppofe 
they will let. me go on Monday ; for they sure very 
fevere with me. 

«' John Merodt. 
« Thmas CraJkdU efquire.^ 

No. 5* 

Litter from Thomas Crq/kellf efquir0, St^erinUndant of 
Trelawnej Maroon Town^ to Samuel Vaughan, efquire^ 
one of the Magiftrates of St. James. 

^' Sir, VaughanV field, iTtb July, 1795, nixieo*alock« 

«« Your letter of the i6th I received juft this mo- 
ment, inclofing one from the magiftrates. I am forry 
it will not have the defired effcd : The Maroons, to 
the amount of thirty-nine, headed by their officers. 

Vol. I. T csmf 
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came to tell me this morning, that I muft fend and 
acquaint the whites, that they were ready for thern^ 
and that thofe who came to nte in behalf of the deTm- 
qaents were fools; that I muft not return to the 
town; and further, if the whites did not come to 
fhem, diey would come down here to-monow erening 
or Sunday. I (hould he very happy could this bufmcfs 
he amicably fettled; but am forry to fay, I. think it 
impolhble^ after what has happened. I beg you will 
make my excufe to the magiftrates, not anfwcrin^ 
their letter; but am of opinion, no time Qiould be. 
loiL Although very unwell^ I beg leave to ofier my 
fenrices upon every occafion where it Is thought 
neceflary. I have wrote Mr. Tharp, that the Maroons 
were quiet ; as I (hall have no way of fending to lum^ 
I beg you will take «the trouble. There are (everal 
Maroons now at Martha-Brae. 

•« I am, with refpcft, stR, 

** Your very obedient feiyant, 

" Tho. Craskell. 

M I am at prefent without a horfe, or (hould have 
been with you. 

IsKif from James Stfwart, efquire^ cm rf the Magi* 
JlraUs of TreUnvney^ to bis honour the Litutenant* 

Governor* 

<^ I am direded to inform your honour, that la 
coofequenoe of fcvexal letteis received on Saturdaf 

Jaft 
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ktft from the Cuftos and magiftrates of St. JaiiicsfSf 
ippf i:(hg this parifli of a rebellioas difpofition of die 
Maroons being difcorered, the militia of Trelawtiey 
were colleded In as numerous a body as the fliort 
notice giren them to prepare for ferrice would allow 
of ( and that they proceeded from die town of Fal* 
mouth yefterday morning to Mr. Atherton's penn^ 
which is diftant about three miles fr6m the Maroon 
Town, where they arrived about two o'clock in the 
afternoon. Shortly afttr^ a Maroon,* carrying his 
lance, came down with a letter, whigh he delivered 
to the Cuftos, Mr. Tharp. The purport of it required 
the attendance of the following gendemen ; viz. the 
honourable John Tharp, Jarvis Gallimore, Edward 
Knowles, James Galloway, efquires, and myfelf. We 
accordingly put off oiir regimentals, and went up to 
their town ; where we found Major John James, their 
former Superintendant, General )S.eId, and John 
Mowat, efquire \ who had gone up previoully to con* 
fer with them. The Maroons, colleAed in a body of 
about three hundred men, received us, armed with 
their ufual weapons, and difplayed at our entrance 
into the town evolutions peculiar to their mode of 
fighting. The gentlemen firft with them had miti- 
gated much of their rage ; but yet their countenances 
and manners indicated a fpirit of violence, which was 
ftrongly exprcfied by the language and geftures em- 
ployed in the detail of grievances, which I have in- 
clofed to you. Other matters were alleged by them., 
as grievances ; which they were induced to relinquifli, 
on condition that the gentlemen prefent would con- 
Cder themfelves pledged to obtain redrefs for what 
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wa$ fpecifi^d in the ftatement. But at the Gune time 
(hewing a firmnefs of determination to purfue thdr 
obje^tj if their claims were not to be granted. Under 
fuch circumftances, little time could be afibrded for 
deliberation. We therefore thought it| at the inftantj 
jiot bad.pplicy to appeafe them by a promife^ that 
their caiifes of complaint (hould be enquired into by 
the legiflature,'in order that they might be redrefled, 
with which dependance they appeared iatisfied ; but 
wpuld not by any means confent to Mr. Cralkell's re- 
turn to his oiEce, and infifted that Major James (hould 
remain with them all night, which he agreed to do. 

** They were acquainted with the intended meeting 
of the Houfe of Aflembly early in the next month $ 
when they depend their complaints will be attended to. 

^' Seeing an appearance of fati8fa£lion amongft 

them, we quitted the town about fix o'clock in the 

evening, and returned to the militia, remaining at Mr« 

Atherton's penn, which was immediately difcharged, 

by order of the Colonel (Bell). We have had no 

intelligence from the town this morning ; therefore I 

fuppofe they will continue quiet; this is but my 

(»wn opinion^ as alarms Hill cxifl in the minds of 

people. 

« • 

'* I have the honour to be, 

•• Your lord(hip*s refpeftful bumble fcrvant, 

•« James Stewart. 

** Tre/anvrifyy Monday^ 2o' July, 1 795. 

M J^igit Honourable Earl Bakarres^ isTc. fjc. tff." 

« Siat4 
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* Siate of grievances complained of by the Maroons '6f 
Trelananey Town, made this 19/A of July, ^79S» 
before the honourable John Tharp, James Stewart, 
General Reid, John Mowat, Jarvis Gallimore, Ed" 
ward Knowles, and James Galloway, efquires : who 
went to the /aid town, in confequence of a ktter fent to' 
convey the wijb of the Maroons to have a conference 
with them. 

* I. They complain of certain ill treatment fufFered 
by two of their young men, by a whipping infiijiec) 
on them at Montego-Bay by the hands of ai^flave 
(ordered by magiftrates); which they fay 19 an in- 
fringement of the treaty. 

* 2. That the lands granted them originally by the. 
country for their fubfiftence, being worn out by long 
and repeated produflionS) are not fufficient to aSbrd 
the proyifions neceflary for their fupport; they then* 
fore claim from the ifland an additional <}uantity of. 
land, and fay, that the adjoining lands, the properties 
of MeflTrs. Vaughan and David Schaw, would fuit 
them ', and alfo, the lands commonly called and known 
by the name of Crews, now Robert KcftjoUf would 
be coQvenient to them. 

< 3. They complain againft the condu£t 6f Captain 
Thomas Cralkell, the Superintendant appointed to 
regulate the Maroon Town ; and fay, that he is not 
qualified to difcharge the neceiTary duties of the office ; 
for when the young men quarrel and fight, inftead of 
interfering with his authority to adjuft their differ* 

Y 3 ences^ 
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encAi be appears frightened^ and runs to his hoafe 
for fafety ; and as they have experienced the difpofi- 
tion and abilities of Captain John James (their late 
Superintendant), they are defirous of his re^appoint- 
vent to the office, and are adverfe to the appointment 
of any other perfon/ 

No. 7. 

LetUr from iht Cuftos of St. James to his honour the 

LieutetMnt-Govemor. 

«« Mt LORD,^ Monttgo-D«y, nil JuJy, 179J. 

^ There has been a meeting held here, to receire 
the report of the gentlemen who went at the defire 
of the magiftrates of this parlfh, to hear the complaanu 
of the Maroons, and to endeavour to fettle the dif- 
ferences CttbGfting between them and the white people.. 

<« From their verbal report it appears, that thtcc 
things are neceffary to quiet the Maroons, which are 
as follows : 

« That the laft law fliould be altered, in refpeft to 
the punifhment of public whipping^ 

< That tfieir Supcrintendant (hould be removed, 
and Mr. James, their former Superintendant, er one 
of his fons, be appointed in his place": 

< That an* addition of three hundred acres be made 
to their land/ 

^ The gentlemen tiflen^bled on this occafion, both 
of this pariih and Trtlawney, arc of opinion, that 

fttch 
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fuch reqaefts Ihould be tomplied with by yoor brd* 
fiiip in part, and by the TecommenJatioa of your 
lord(hip for that part which depends on the legiflatare, 
for the ptefent peace of the country ; leaving it to the 
time of a general peace for fome plan and aieafures to 
be purftted> which wlll» in future^ fecure the country 
from alarm or damage from this body of people. 

^< It was the fenfe alfo of this meeting, that I Ihould 
recommend to your lord(hip the juftice and propriety 
of a fuiuble prorifion being made for Captain Cra&ell^ 
whom it «may appear neceflary to your lordfiiip to 
reihovei for the peace of the country ; as it does not 
appear that he has bden deficient in his duty, and 
as the only motive for his removal is to comply, 
in this initance, with a prejudice which circumftances 
have lately given rife to, without an imputation laying 
againft his official capacity. 

** We have juft received your lordfiiip's favour, 
informing us, that three troops of light horfe wext 
ordered to proceed here. I am defired by the gentle- 
men aflembled at this meeting to make their beft 
acknowledgments to your lordfliip, for the immediate 
attention your lordlhip paid to the reprefentations from 
dus parx(h* 

<< I have the honour to be, my lord, 
** Your lordfliip's moft obedient, 

" And very humble fervant, 

" J. Palmer. 
<< Ri^it Homurabli Earl Balcarrts, ifc. iic. i^c*' 

Y4 m.s. 
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^0. 8. 
Letter front the Cufios of St. James U Jut boimr tU 

Lieutenant' Governor. 

^« My LORD9 Montego-Bay, 43d July, 179^ 

«• News having arrived from the interior of the 
country^ that the Maroons are (till in doubts of the 
peaceable intent of the whites^ declaring that we are 
only delaying the bufinefs in order to colle£l force; 
we therefore recommend your lordfliip to re-appoint^ 
with as little delay as poflible, Major JameS} or his 
fon^ to the ftation of Superintendant. At the fame 
time^ as fome individuals among this body» we are 
informed^ are prefuming on the meafures that we 
have entered into refpeding them, we beg leave to 
fuggeft to your lordfliip's confideration» the necef&ty 
of giving the Superintendant the ftrongeft injun^ona 
to curb the refra£t;ory fpirits among them, to encou- 
rage their communication as ufual with US| but In 
particular to make them fenGble, that they are, as 
formerly, amenable to the laws and magiftracy of the 
country, and to caution them againft their committing 
oflfences againft them* After thefe reports, we hope 
your lordQiip will fee the neceffity of retaining the 
light dragoons till thefe afiairs are perfe£Uy fettled. 

** From a moft unfortunate circumftance, the packet 
prepared for the pofl:, for your lordfliip's information 
en this bufinefs, has been detained : I have now the 
honour to forward it. With great confideration, 
<* I have the honour to be, mt lord, 

<< Your lordfliip's n^oft obedient, 

** And moft humble fervant, 

"J. Palmeiu 
« Riflt HcmuraUe Earl Balcarnt^ ffc. i!fc. ^r." 
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No. 9- 
Letter from John Tbarp, e/quire^ to his honour the Lim* 

tenant'-Governor. 

** Mt LORDy Negril by South, 15th July, 1795. 

<^ The harry and buftle of the late difturbance in 
Trelawney Town, occupied by the Maroons, prerented 
me from the honour of addrefling your lordlhip earlier 
on the fubjefi ; and although I avail myfelf of this 
late opportunity, I truft it will receive your lordlhip's 
excufe, 

^< From fome improper condud of the magiftrates 
of St. James's, and a few trifling caufes of difcontent> 
the MarooQS were aflually in a date of rebellion ; 
and I am confident, however light it might appear to 
fome, that hoftilities would have commenced, on their 
part, as on Monday laft. Their prefent Superin- 
tendant. Captain Craikell, they have turned out of the 
town ; and indeed, I believe, from what I underftand, 
that he is a very unfit perfon for that office, as they 
require and love a man of undaunted courage, and 
one that will make them fenfible of it when occafion 
requires. Major James, their former Superintendant, 
is their idol ; and nothing lefs than his re-appointment 
will fatisfy them. He (Major James) went alone laft 
Sunday, and got them to name fuch as they wilhed to 
fee at their town : I was one ; and upon my arrival 
I found them in every refpeQ prepared for hoftilities. 
As Mr. Stewart, whom we deputed to give your lord- , 
fliip the particulars of this event, has already done 
fo, a repetition here will . be unnecefiary : but we 
judged at this period, when our long*boats are daily 
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captured by the French privateers, compofed of motly 
crews, that, if an account of hoftilities were known^ 
it would be a fine opportunity for the brigands to 
havQ executed their favourite plan of univerfal de- 
ftrudion to Britifli property ; and therefore we judged 
it highly proper to temporize with them, particularly 
as their claims were not unreafonable ; although the 
number of Maroons may not exceed three htmdred, 
yet the faftneflTes they poflefs, and the command of 
all the mountain provifions, with the aid they could 
at pleafure receive from our ^ves, were forcible 
caufes for taking upon us to recommend an accom- 
plifhment of their demands; and I hope that your 
lordfliip will feel the neceflity of our acquiefcence* 
To-morrow I (hall depart with the fleet from this 
place; but I could not do fo without doing what I 
conceived to be my duty, and without affuring your 
lordfliip that I am, my lord, 

« With the utmoft rcfpea, 

'* Tour moft obedient, 

<* And very humble fcrrant, 

« John Tharp. 
«* Right Honourable Earl Balcarres^ ti'c. l^c. t^c.^ 

No. lo. 
Litter from Ifaac Lafcelles Winn, efquire^ to Lewis 

CutHerty efqaire. 
•* Dear sir, Adclphi, iSth Joly 1795. 

<* Mr. Vaughan and myfelf being in the habit of 
providing alternately meflengers to carry public dif- 
patches, and this being my turn, he has jqft now fent 
me the inclofed letter, to be forwarded to yo», which 

he 
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be has left dpeti for my pemfal, and defired me to 
add any thing material that may have reached me 
fiace we patted lafl; night relative to the Maroons. 

<^ As it muBL ftrike you^ that the information Mr, 
Vaughan mentions, of three Maroons being in qaeft 
of Captain Cralkell, with intent to aflaf&nate him, ia 
totally repugnant to the other accounts of the prefent 
peaceable appearance of the Maroons; and if the 
foi:mer be true, the latter muft be fallacious, and the 
behaviour of that people deceptious ; I think it may 
be proper to add, that Mr. Love, whom Mr. Vaughan 
mentions as the author of the information, refides 
with his wife and feven children upon a mountain 
contiguous to my penn, called Summer-Hill, which 
joins the Maroon lands ; which affords me opportunity 
of knowing his (Love's) charader : He is an ignorant 
credulous babbling creature, on whofe' report no con- 
fidence can be placed. There is, I believe, no doubt 
that the Maroons did, in the commencement of this 
difturbance, menace both Mr. Vaughan* and Captain 
Cralkell; which Love, I fuppofe, has learned, and 
endeavoured to make a merit of communicating what 
we knew fix days fince. 

« Upon the whole, this cloud feems difperfing, 
without producing the dorm it once threatened : 
neverthelefs, it merits the ferious attention of govern* 
ment; we live amougft ftubble, fully dry, and a few 
incendiaries might eafily put it in a blaze. The t%» 
ample thofe people .have juft now fct our negroes is 
dangerous in the eztren^e; and that they had evil 

inten« 
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mtenttons in the beginnbgy I fear is too true; for 
though the flogging two of their people is made the 
oftenfible reafon of their taking up arms, it ia certain 
that they had eithibited great turbulence, and dropped 
menaces, a week previous to that punifbment being 
infli^ed on the two delinquents. However, it feems 
to me, that very material advantages may be derived 
to the public from this. occaGon,^ if it be availed of; 
and that provifion may be made for our future fecnrity, 
in a way that (hall feem to be gracious conceflions on 
our part, and favours to the Maroons. It is better 
that government fliould have the trouble of perufing 
many unimportant papers, than that it (hould mifs of 
one falutary fuggeftion: I will put down my ideas 
on this fubjef^, and take the liberty of troubling jou 
with them by poft. 

'< I am, in* great hafte, dear sir, 

** Refpe£lfuUy yours, 

« I. L. Wink. 

. *' Lmns CkitUerf, efquirty Sfani/b'Town.*^ 

No* II. 
JL^tiir/rom Samuel Vaughan^ efqulre^ to Leitns Cuthbert 

efquirtm 
'^ Dear sir, Montcgo-Bay, 261I1 July, 1/95. 

•* ITie affair of the Maroons is of fo much con- 
fequence to the country, that it deferves a little pains 
to be taken to obtain a perfc£l knowledge of it, and 
to fettle it. This letter then would require little 
apology, if it did not even ferve as a continuation to 
my former correfpondence on this fubjedb. 

«My 
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*< M]r Itft letter, fent three days fincc in the dtf- 
patches to Lord Balcarres^ which I fuppofe you r&- 
ceived) contained a mixture of pleafant and unpieafaot 
accounts. The prefeat one will confift chiefly of the 
£ift,>^ftad prefent almoft the happy dofe of this dt& 
agreeable bufinefs. 

" The white man who refufed meat to the Maroons^ 
in a fecond reprcfentation, tells me, the Maroons de- 
fired him to call the driver to flog them, when he 
blamed their impertinence } and that he fimply fkid, 
he would make a complaint to their Colonel and Major 
James. Lieutenant Bernard, who was the particular 
perfon who ofiended, has fince been to the white 
man, and made an apology, giving as an excufci tbaC 
he had taken too much rum. 

I 

<* I have fince fent the overfeer of VaughanVfieU 
to the town. * He fays, the people are very peaceable 9 
and as their late Superintendant is removed, they are 
very well fatisfied, if they are let alone. The ac« 
counts which may come from Mr. James, I dare faf^ 
will corroborate this account. 

«« The letters from Colonel Swaby of St. Elizabeth, 
and Captain Forbes of Accompong Town, give the 
beft accounts of the fidelity of the Accompong ne- 
groes, who are to renew their compa£l with the 
whites next Tuefday; when all the younger are to 
be baptifed. They have aAed entirely by Captain 
Torbcs's advice and diredlions. 

4 "On 
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^ On Ae other hand are only thefe two reports ; 
•Re b6m a Mr. Lbve, who has the care of a plantation 
m the neighbourhood, that three Maroons are now 
in fearch for Captain Craikell» with intent to kill hlna ; 
tiie other cones from one of VaaghaaVfield negroes, 
who defir,es I would not go up there, as the MarooM 
direaten my life. I do not place any confidence in 
Cffher report : but (ball inform Mr. James of them. 
i hare written to our agent by the fleet, giving him 
a fhort view of the whole, to fatisfy all concerned 
with this country at home, and to give him the lateft 
accounts* 

^The light faorfe are in our barracks-; and both, 
attccrs and men are hig^ily fatisfied with diem. 

'< ( remain, dear sir, • 

<« loui's, very Cnccrely, 

«< Saic VauGHAM, junior* 

« P. S. If I have time, I will, next poft, fend you 
a copy of my letter to the agent. 

«' Lewis Cuthbert^ efquire^ Sfant/b Town!* 

No. 12. 
Let ttr from Thomas Crqfieell^ efquvre^ SuperintendurH if 
Trelawney Maroon Town^ to his honour the Lieutemutf 
Governor. 

•* Mt lord, MoncegO'Bay, »i^ July, 1795. 

«* Your lordfhip will have been informed of the 
diftu|;bances that have lately taken plaee amongft the 
Maroons of Trelawney Town, from the magiftrates of 
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this parifli and from Trdiwney. I took ti^xj ftcp m 
tnj power to preheat its riling to fo (ecious a point, 
offering my mediation between them and the whites i 
and thought I had obtained mj objed, bj lecmk^ 
Iheir folicitatlon for a conpromife^ and. a propofil to 
punilh the delinquents themfelres. PfeviouSi ham» 
aretf to the anfwer of the magiftsatesi diirty-<uQe 
waited on me, and toM mc to go to the whites, and 
to tell them, they were ready to receive tliem; at the 
fame time^ I m«(l not return to the town. As tjnef 
were perfe^iiy fober at this time, and as many wen 
pvelient in this body of thbfe who had defir^ an 
acGommodat'ion, I am inclined to believe,. the. profoCed 
for accommodation was fimply on their part to. gain 
time» to prepare theqiielyes for the whites. M <hta 
siodce, I immediately went to Vaughan's^ficld, am 
adjoining plantation, and fent an esprefs to the magi*- 
ftrates below, inlbrming them of the circumftaoce, in 
order that we m^t ha?e time to prepare for any 
attack on their part. I recetved, on my arrtval at 
Vaughan^s^field, an anfwer from the magiilrates, ac- 
cepting the accommodaition pippofed; and I th^a 
wiote up to the Maroon Town, and at the faipe tia>e 
fent this letter of the magiftrstes, deiiring the Colonel 
would citlier faimfelf eome to me at Vaughan's-field 
penn, or fend an intelligent officer that I might talk 
over the bufinefs, and promifcd he fhould not be 
detained ; which they diH not think proper to coolly 
with, bat wrote me in anfwer, << That they would 
fend one of their people to me on Sunday the iptbj 
for- the anfwer from the magiftrates to a challenge 
they now fent ; adding, if they got none by the 20th 

I at 



( 33^ ) 

at nine o'clock^ they would (if the whites did not 
come to them) go and meet them themfel?e«." I 
waited at VavghanVfield till the ipth^ that the Ma- 
roons might not fiifpeA that (teps were taken to 
fttpprefs them ; but on that day (as Mr. Vaughan had 
wrote up to his ovtrfeer to leave the property, and to 
take along with him the negroes), I thought it prudent 
to retire below ; but pre?ioufly wrote to the Maroon 
Colonel, that I had left it to go to the bay, to procure 
an accommodation for them, and Ihould return in 
two daysk This I did alfo with a view to gain' further 
time, being fenfible they had coUe^ied already cheir 
ftrength. Your lordfliip will have been informed of 
the further proceedings, frohi the magiftrates. I have 
only to requeft of your lordfliip to order a court. of 
enquiry upon myfelf, that, as an officer, my chara&er 
and condu£l in this bufinefs may be cleared up. I 
have been prefent this day at a meeting of the gentle^ 
men of this parifli, on this afiair; and remark their 
recommendation to your lordfliip that I fliould be 
removed. I fliould be far from wifliing, on any 
occaGon, to interfere with the general peace of the 
country ; and if the meafure of my removal would 
render the Maroons a lefs troublefome body and a lefs 
dangerous one, by complying with their wiflies I fliaH 
moft cheerfully acquiefce in It : but as I have nnder^ 
taken this line as a means of livelihood; as I left 
former connections to enter Into it ; and as I loft the 
opportunity of getting into the light horfe, with thofe 
additional lieutenams who were promoted to it in 
17931 to which I was entitled by being a balf«-pa]^ 
lieutenanti in confequence of my holding the ftation 

in 
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in the Maroon town ; I hope your lordfliip, if my 
conduft has been (as I truft it will be found to be the 
cafe) unexceptionable, will afford n^e fome other 
means of employing myfelf in his Majefty's fervice^ 
in which I have now been fifteen years a lieutenant, 
and Was on fcmce at St. Juan's on the Spanith maiui 
and in this iiland a great part of the laft war* 

<< I have the honour to remain, mt lord, 

** Your lord(hip's mod obedient humble ferrant^ 

** THOd. CrASK£LL» 

«• Righi Honourable Earl Balcams^ (ffc. i^c. iffc.^ 

No. 13. 
Letter from Samuel Faugban, e/quire, to Lewis Cuthbert^ 

efqifire. 

<' Dear sir, Montego-Bay, iSth July, 1795. 

'< I do not know the contents of the difpatches from 
Trelawney, but am perfuaded thofe from this paiiOi 
were with every confideration of the prerogative of 
the governor, with whom every thing muft originate 
in refpe£): to the Maroons. 

*< There is no private hiftory in the buGnefs, to 
occafion meafures different from what might be thought 
proper in town. Ah accommodation with them was 
made, becaufe we have no military force to 2i(\ on 
the inftant ; time was reqaidte to colk£l the militia ; 
there was an uncertainty whether negroes might not 
be conne<[led with them ; the co operation of the other 
Maroon towns, particularly of Accompong Town, 
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was expected; the nature of their warfaire was dreaded^ 
as alfo the effeSt a difturbftnce would have on te 
credit of this coimtr^ among the nnonied men at home* 
Thefe are the motives that indoce the landed xntereft 
and great proprietors here to wiih for an aceonttnoda* 
tion $ and when they found it was attainable, by fuck 
trifling facrifices as have been recommended: t# b» 
granted, they did not hefitate to fandion them. 

^ The modd that was adopted to quiet die Maroons 
wiis imqn^ftionably the very bed. There is a re* 
fpe£bbility (if I be allowed to ufe the ezpreffion) 
prefenred by this town, unknown in the other fmaller 
ones ; and the fpirit of their treaty and inRitution is 
with far greater purity kept up,, and the old. men have 
a very extenfive influence over the body in general. 
Thefe two points, joined to the ir.jBuence poflTcfled by 
the landed proprietors, by means of the heads of the 
town (who generally adopt their names, and receive 
occaGonal benefits from them, which attaches them to 
thefe particular pcrfoiis), rendtrred the latter the fitted 
means of becoming acquainted with the caufes of their 
diflatisfadion.; and they were alfo better enabled to 
ftop it than a court of juftice or an armed force.. The 
gentkmen went up as friends and mediators^ and 
were confidered as fuch; nothing was pledged but 
recommendation; which of courfe leaves the terms 
open, either to reje£lion or modification, as may be 
thought proper by the executive. 

«*The language made ufe of at this conference by 
the Maroons further points out the propriety of it : 

for 
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iot iniiance ; ** You are our tattas, We your diiUreft t 
our fituation and fupctiority we have in this countrj 
We have from our connexion with you; but whea 
we do the duty I'equired of us for thefe advantageSf 
do not fubjefi us to infult and humiliation by the very 
people whom we are fct in oppoGtion to»" They 
ifhen related* to us the triumph and language of the 
workhoufe people who flogged them, and whom they 
had previoufly taken up and lodged for punilhment 
in the workhoufe ; and who, of courfe, made ufe of 
luch an opportunity to revenge themfelvea on th^ 
Maroons. 

<< Had the gentlemen known, that the Accompong 
negroes would not join } that they were unconnected 
with the negroes ; that, on tlie contrary, the negroes 
would, on the fmail plantations near the toWn, and 
generally in the low lands, evince the fplrit of oppo&i 
lion they did, even for their complete extirpation f 
had they known (as t fancy will turn out to be the 
fofe) that the town itfielf was divided^ the milder and 
more numerous part being kept in awe by the fmaliet 
end more violtnt ; yet Hill th^y would', in my opinion^ 
have made the recommendation, in order to avert 
hoftiliticsj which would have been attended with far 
v^orfb c6hfequences to the country, than the immediate 
dama^ they might have occafioned. I have, in my 
former letters, mentioned the accommodation to b^ 
Contrary to the fentiments of the naiddling claflTes o£* 
dtts town, and the negroes; but ftiU you muft te»' 
^ard it to be that of the great landed proprietorr, 
who muft be fuppofcd to underftand what is moit 
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likely to maiotain the peace and the intereft of t!i< 
country. 

*^ The recommendation alfo is not unufual ; for^ 
only three years ago, the parifli of St. James recom- 
mended their complaints to the attention of govern- 
m<^nt ; and the late law was in part the confequence 
of the fuggeftions then thrown out. 

" The gentlemen, as I mentioned in a former letter, 
certainly forgot to require the puniOiment or delivery 
of the delinquents who were guilty of the riot at 
Montego-Bay: but this may be required by the Go- 
vernor, and any other fatisfaflioq that may be thought 
necefTary to reftrain them in future, or to prevent 
alarm } and they are in fo humiliating a condition (aa 
Major James reprefents), that there is nothing that 
may be required of them but what will be acceded to. 
One man is now in irons there, by his order^ for an 
impertinent expreflion ; and the body of Maroona 
have offered to facrifice him, rather than aggravate 
the prefent offence. To-morrow, Major James fays^ 
fome of their officers will be here, to make their 
fiibmifiion. I have, however, juft received meffag^s 
from Vaughan's-field negroes^ not to truft myfelf 
there, on account of the threats of fome of thefc 
people^ who are conftantly in ambuQi: abput it, with 
bad intentions againd myfelf. This, makes it clcar^ 
that whatever may be the fentimcnt of the ]body, ftilL 
there are refra£tory difcontented fpirits, that require, 
an example to reftrain them, and to eftablifh the old 
dominion of law over them. 

"I think 
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" I think it is necefiary to mention to you, dtat; §g 
the time the genrlemen yrent to th^ confsfrenice, th^ 
Maroons had obliged Captain Craflcell to quit the 
town, with the full determination never to admit kim 
again. He ftaid at oar penn tiU I received, and fenfe 
bim» intimation of his danger } and he oiUf faved 
himfelf by about five hours from certain death, as our 
pena was attacked, as mentioned in a letter I fent; 
you, for that particular purpofe. Major James, with* 
out the fmalleft intention of interfering with the ezei* 
cutive^ was deHred to remain among them, that he. 
might, by his influence and prefence, prevent their 
being guilty of any overt a£l again il the peace by 
them^ till the butinefs was arranged bythe execative. 
I faw Major James yeflerday, who mentioned that 
Ikeither himfelf nor his fon could accept of the ap<^ 
pointment, under the prefent law of nine months 
refidence. ,' 

«* As a further motive for fettling this aiEFair without 
open hoflility, I think it proper to inform you, that 
the negroes of feveral eftates have, within thefe few 
days, made complaints again (I management, although 
belonging to eftates that are underftood to be managed 
with great clemency. I was on the bench to-day, 
with our Cuftos and another magiftrate, when a 
complaint of this kind came from all the negroes at 
Content eftate, in this parifh. Mr. Barrett tells me 
be goes this evening to Anchovy^^Bottom, to quiet a 
complaint of a fimihu: nature. Tryal negroes have 
done the fame yefterday ; and the Cuftos has, within 
thefe few days, had four or five fimilar applications, 
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Wbence doQCS this arife, but from the times? and 
what check have we fo effe£lual as the Maroons? 

*< On examination it will be found, peifaaps, that 
much ihort of what you may conceive in town will 
check the Maroons '^ and to check them is allowed on 
all hands as neceflary* But in the confideration of 
the bufinefs it ihould be recollefiedi that> in the re«> 
bellion of 1766, the Maroons brought in the head 
or the perfon of every flave in r^beliiooi in the fpacc 
of one month. 

/< The difpatches dated the 2i^y from I^ord Bal^ 
carres, are juft delivered to me (two o'clock} $ imd I 
have forwarded them, after peruiing that for tho 
Cuftos and Captain Craftell. They are fo l^te, that 
the Cuftos cannot anfwer this poft ; nor can Captaiia 
Craikell, or the Maroons, be up by the 3iftt It i$ 
thought proper, therefore, by the Cuftos (who is ju(( 
defiring me to mention it), that no interruption is 
thought proper to be made to the intention of the 
Maroons coming down to-morrow ; as fomething may^ 
in confequence, arife favourable to the fettlement 
of the bufinefs in townj nor is there time to flop 
them. Captain Cra&ell is at Flamftead, Qur Cuftos 
will fct out from here next Saturday for town ; and 
about the time be arrives there, he fuppofcs the 
Msiroons, with their Superintendant, will be able to 
be there. You will pleafe to communicate this to 
his lordfiiip, making the necefiary apology for his 
orders not being fo immediately complied with, and 
fpT the Cuftos not writing by this of)portunity. If 
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tiie diffpatclies hid cotne by the poft, which came Out 
of Spaniib Town after the mttkngti, they would 
faate been twenty^Teven hours earlier here, and all 
parties wotdd have beeii on the bay. With this, I 
fend you a copy of my letter to the agent^ intended 
Co prevent alarms in England^ that might prejudice 
Ae oredit of the country ^ in h€t^ to prevent bilh 
being noted, that vent by the packet^ from falfe 
irumors* You may forward it by any opportunity. 

^* 1 remain, dear sir, 

« Tour aflured and very obedient fervant, 

«* Sam. VAUGHAN,ytfmpr. 

«« P. S. The Speaker, Cuftos, Mr, Barrett, Colonel 
James> &c. &c. all know the contents of this letter. 

" P.S. I obfcrve the light horfe are ordered to 
town, when affairs are fettled. On the late occafion, 
they could not have been eire£);ive till the fourth or 
fifth day after they left SpaniQi Town, in confequence 
of fatigue. This points out the propriety of a body 
being ftationed here^ when fuch can be fpared from 
town I for, in cafe of difturbance^ they will have a 
march to make even from here. 

•* Lewis Cuthbert^ efjuire^^ 

No. 14. 

7%^ Examination of Thomas Crqflidlf ifqutn^ St^erin* 

tendant of Trelawney Maroan Town* 

1* ^ What is your Gtuation and office? 

^* 4^ Superintendant of Trelawney TowQ. 

Z 4 " ^. Is 
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*^ ^ Is it your opinion that the'Maroonsof Tre* 
lawney Town can command the aid of the plantation 
negroes, or a confiderable part of them^ in their 
neighbourhood^ at pleafure? 

<' ^. From the general intercourfe which the Ma- 
roons have with the plantation negroes all over the 
country, they might influence a confiderable part, if 
not all of them. 

** ^ How long have you afted in capacity of 
Superintendant ? 

«' jt. Since the 20th December, i79^- 

" ^ Have you any reafon to fufpeft that th© 
Jilaroons of Trelawney Town have had intention^ of 
creating a general in(urre£tion in this ifland? 

« ji. I dp not think they had any immediate inten-f 
tions of doing fo ; but believe, from their condu£lt 
it was their intention to have done fo in a few months* 
Captain Jarrett, having taken oflrnce at a puniihment 
inflided on two Maroons, faid, it was a fliame ; but 
tlie time was not yet come. Captain Jarrett i^ one 
of the principal of the Maroons. 

<< Thomas Craske(.l« 

** Taken andfnvorn before me^ 

this ijl September^ 1795, 
itlontej^chBay^ 

<< Robert Jackson." 
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No. 15.' 

MxtraB from' the Examination of John Merody, bA 
Ajjijiant of Trelawnej Maroon Town ; taken ^efdfie 
the Commander in Chief at Head-Quarters^ Vau^atff^ 
fields the i6th Auguft^ ^19S* 

<< ^. Did you ever know that the Maroons had 
tampered with any eftates negroes, or others, to induce 
them to join them in rebellion againft the whiter? 

** A. That one night, fliortly before the proclama* 
tlon was ifTued, when the deponent was in bed, and 
the Maroons fuppofed him afleep, he overheard a 
converfation to the efiefi, that about one hundred 
eftate negroes were ready and willing to join them. 

<f ^ Did you ever hear that any plantation ne* 
groes had any ammunition concealed, for the ufe of 
the Maroons. 

^' A, At the time above dated, I alfo overheard 
that the hundred negroes, faid to be ready to joia 
them, had a quantity of gun-powder, to the amount 
of about two kegs> which they had concealed in the 
woods. 

<< ^ You read and explained the Commander io 
Chief's proclaqiation to the Maroons? 

« A. I did, 

« ^ What did they fay of it, after they under- 
ilood it. 

"-rf.Colo- 
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^ A. Colonel Jamest Tharp, and Jackfon, recom- 
i^ed their coming down, and fubmttting tfaemfelves 
to mercy} but the young men pofitively r^fufed it^ 
4tid faid, the militia were fools to think .of .coming 
into thefe woods to fight with them." 

No. \6. 
The Depofititm of Leah FktchalU 

m 

*' Saith, That about three weeks ago, between the 
time of the difputes between the magiftracee of Mon- 
lego-Bay and the Maroons^ and the time of Lord 
Balcarres coming down, this deponent heard perfoas 
in converfation» one of whom making uCe of the 
exprefilonj ^ They have ft^it one to France/ her 
curiofity was thereby much excited. That (he further 
heard, apparently the fame fay, * Things are not there 
M ihey are here ; there, all are citizens^ .and upon % 
footing} here, we are kept in ignorance, and Icaoir 
nothing; but we will wait and fee how the matter 
ends. If they get the better, then wilt be the time 
for us to come forward s" That further eonverfatioii 
pafled; but the above was all this depoocat couM 
^ftindly hear : That (here appeared to be only twd 
perfons, and, from their diale£l, either people of 
cpli^ur or negroes; but they were fo iituated, that 
they could not be feen from the place where the 
deponent was. - her 

Leah X Fletchall* 

•I Sworn before me^ at Mon* mark. 

pga-ffay, this Z^tb of4u^ 

f« John Cunningham.'* 
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No» 17. 
Sxtraff/hm the^SxamnaShn of J^n Qraham^ a Mu^ 
lotto Many working as § Carpenter i^ Trelawftef 
JIfaroon Towns taken at Montego^Bay^ tie ztfti 

AugUjly 1795. 

<' That the Maroons faid, they expeAed to lie 
! joined by one hundred and fifty flaves to begin with| 

but that afterwards they would be joined by thoa«» 
fands \ that when once they got the advant^e o?er the 
whites, all the (laves would join them \ that one and 
$ill agreed in holding this language, excepting Colonel 
Tames, who was then fick in bed, and Tharp, whci 
' was abfent from the town: That the Maroons did not 

cxped they would be attacked fo foon ; but that the|^ 
ihould previoufly be joined by the one hundred and 
fifty flaves : That they expected to gain a great deal 
by their battle, if commenced whilft the French were 
at war with the Engliih in St, Domingo ; That they 
liad alfo faid, the ilayes had got a keg of gunpowder 
for them." 

No. 18, 

EfQtra^Jrom the Examination of Miles Hall^ a Mulatto 

Mar^, working as a Carpenter in Trelawney Marom 

Towns taken at Montego-Bay^ the igth Augt(ft^ ^19 S^ 

** That he has heard the Maropns fay, tl^ey ex« 

peeled to be joined by one hundred and fifty flaves to 

begin with ; and by very great numbers all over the 

ifland afterwards ; that when they once got the advan* 

tange over the whites, all the flaves would join them $ 

that thefe feemed the fentiments of the Maroons ia 

f enpral| excepting Colonel James and Tharp." 

No* 19* 
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N§. 19. 
Examtnaihn of William^ taken up on Friday, 1 4 Augujl^ 
' *795f ^' Spring-Garden EJIate. 

*' Saysi That he belongs to Robert Linton, at Par- 
Viafius ; that he has \>eer\ runaway two months \ that 
after being taken ap> he got away a fecond time, an4 

ftaid with , a watchman belonging to the eftate 

of Thomas Roberts ; that in going to Spring-Mount, 
through the woodsy he was taken up by three Ma- 
roons, viz. Captain James Palmer, John Wallace, and 
Quaco, on Friday the 7th ipftant, Jind was aiked by 
Palmer, If he would go with them to fight againft 
the white people ; that they took him with them into 
the woods between Samuells and Bandon ; they re- 
mained there a week ; that then Quaco and Palmer 
went with him in the night to Belvidere, alfo Wallace, 
who has a wife there, to get people to join them* 
Wallace went towards Seven-Rivers, and Palmer and 
Quaco with him (William) to Eden, through the 
woods, fearful of being (lopped by the guard at Mount 
Felier ; that they went to a fellow belonging to Eden, 
called Harry ; that Quaco aiked Harry if he would 
join them ; Harry demanded, for what ; Quaco an«- 
fwered, to fight againft the white people ; that he 
(Harry) hefitated, and Quaco told him, that they 
would kill all that would not join them, on which 
Harry ccnfented, biit aflced if they would let him go 
and fee his wife ; Palmer and Quaco anfwered, they 
did not wifh to ftay long, left they ihould be taken 
np s that Harry aiked, what they would do if the 
whites got the upper hand ; they anfwered> they dt(l 

not 
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hot intend to fight the whites immediatelfi Until they 
faw how thofe who are now engaged came on ; that 
they had not fufficient powder to begin^ but were going 
about to fee what they could get, and to get more 
people to join them; that they told Harry, if the 
whites got the better of thofe who were now fighting, 
they could not get the better of thofe who were to 
join them. He fays, when he was taken, Palmer 
gave him three cuts on the wrift, and caught the 
blood in -a calabafh, intending to make him drink it 
the next noon, and fwear not to return to his mafter, 
but to go about to get people to join them; that 
James Palmer is not among the Maroons engaged; 
but belongs to the party who took him; that they 
fiay in a cave in the woods, aback of Bandon, and 
near SamuelPs. He promifes, on condition of for- 
givenefs, to difcover the diflFercnt haunts of this party, 
and feems willing to have his life at ftake on the 
rcfult.'* 

^The aho'ie examination was taken this I "^th day Augujt^ 
before D. Bernard juniofy and F. C, Scott. 

No. 20. 

Letter Jrom the Ciiftos of Trelawney, to Samuel Vaughan^ 

efqulre^ one of the Magifi rates of St. James. 

<« Dear SxR, 
*« I am this moment honoured with your packet, 
and wi(h I could return a more favourable report to 
its contents. The Maroons appear to be meditating 
of mifchief;^ and unlefs they are de4t with very 
politically, ihey will, in, my Opinion, bring on fimiJar 
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tv^6 lo tho(e of St. Domingo, or the other wjncl#a^ 
iflands* One of the well lAclined was here yefterday, 
my nttfAe«fake} and he afiured me> all the young 
people were ripe for any thing, but exclaimed very 
Much agaiaft the prefent Superintendant, atid declared^ 
diat, unlefs he was removed, evils woUld enfue. b 
has been reported here, that the Maroons have dt* 
dared, that if the brigands come down, they would 
inftantly join them ) for that they could not be worfe 
Aia the white people wiOied to make them. This I 
do not doubt myfelf } but am fatisfied we fliould care> 
fuUy avoid the evil day, and not precipitate it} for 
llie influence of the Maroons with our negroes muft 
{HTOduce certain ruin to^ all of us. 

«< I am on the eye of departure, the (hips going 
out on Thurfday morning ; but as I mean to fpend 
Sunday next with my friend Mr. Palmer, either at 
Rofe-Hall or Brandon-Hill, I fliouId be happy we 
could meet there, and talk over this bufinefs. In the 
mean time, I will take fteps to prohibit the fale of 
powder, &c. to the Maroons, from the ftore-keepers 
at Falmouth, in fuch a manner as (hall be moft pri« 
vate, and without giving fufpicion of any caufe for to 
doing. 

« I am, with much refpe£l, dear sir, 

*« Tour moft obedient humble fervant, 

•• GoodHope^ Monday mornings f^th Juty^ 1 795. 
Samttit Vau^n^efqtnre] St. J aims P 
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A/L Examination taken before the Honourable George 
Murray y Cujlos of the Pari/h (f Weftmorelani ; John 
Lewis J one of the Reprefentatives of the faid Pari/bf 
James Lawrence y Colonel of the faid Parifb § Thomas 
Barker^ Lieutenant Colonel s William Loch, Majors 
and David FinlayfoH^ one of the Magiflrates of tht' 
faid Parijb, 

<< Abraham, a negro man, belonging to the Bog 
eftate,^ in the faid parifli, declares, that, cm the 
Auguft, he was with Qua(hie, King, Aberdeen, and 
another negro, at work in the woods, fplitting fliin« 
gles :^ That three Maroons, named Johnfon, Brown^ 
and Cuffee Leflie, came to them, and ordered them 
to dcfift fvom woit, and go with them: They re- 
monftr^ted; but the Maroons aiked, if they did 
not know there was a quarrel with the backra's and> 
Maroons ; that backra had fpoiled the country ; and 
they muft go with them, and when they had got the 
better of the backra's (white people), they fliould live 
?ery eafy, and fhould have their freedom : However^ 
they perfilled ; but the Maroons declared, they would 
cut off their heads, and were armed with gun, lance, 
cutlafs, and knives: That they (the negroes) were 
carried unto the deep wood, and were told, they were 
going to the Maroon town : At night they were tired» 
ftruck fire, and roafted victuals, and then went to 
fleep. Quafliie, King, and Abraham^ availed them* 
felves of their being afleep, and ran away, returning 
immediately to the cftate, and furrendcring them« 

felret 
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lelves to the overfeer. Ifaac> brother to the otliet^i 
was alfo taken by thein> but not at the fame time* 
His evidence differing very materially from the othersi 
and fo^e circumilances appearing fufpicious> he was^ 
from great caution^ committed to gaol. The four 
firft coincided exa£ily in the fame ftory, and, by 
appearance and conGftency, with advice from the 
magidrates, and promifes of reward to take up the 
MaroonSf were fent home* 

*< A negro named Aberdeen was taken away» and 
ii not returned* 

<« My lord, 
<< You will permit me to apologize for this rough 
examination, taken before me and others; but as it 
was your lordfhip^s particular wi(h to receive it^ and 
tfuft to my memory, I have written it out, and (hewed 
it to Mr Murray^ who acquiefces to the fubftance of 
the evidence, and believes it true. 

«* I have the honour to be, 

** My lord, with very great refpefl:, 

•^ Your lordfliip's njoft obedient fcrvaftt, 

" John Lewis.** 

No. 42. 
ExtroB of a Letter from Robert Cttmphelli ifyUire^ fa 
Thomas Harper^ efqulre^ at Alantego-Bay^ dated ^ 
« Ne%o Ttrk^ May i8, 1795; 

«* There is no news here but what you have in 
Jamaica ere this reaches you. General ■ » * 

mulatto 



( 353 ) 

ipiilaUO, in St. DomingOi declared to a gentleman 
who lodges in thia houfe, and often dined with him, 
that the cap of liberty would be put up in Jamaica thi^ 
fummer. So keep a good look-out among you." 

No. 22. 

i'be Declaration and Examination of Jean Jojef Moran* 

fin J tahen the iSth Augtifti 1795- 

" I left France fome time in the month of Aprils 
'794» bound for Jacmel: I was the bearer of papers 
which citizen Tallien^ one of the principal reprefen- 
tattves of the peoplei bad delivered to me for the 
commandant of the diftri£l of Jacmel. At that fame 
time, three Fre|ichmen„ entrufted with a fecret ipiflion 
Cp Polverel and Santhonax, failed from France : One 
of thefe three was taken in a vefTcl which paifed for 
a Dane, and brought to Jamaica about fifteen months 
^go. I arrived at New York in ail the month of 
July, from whence I went to Philadelphia, to fee 
Citizen Fauchet, the Minifter Plenipotentiary for the 
Republic, with whom I had been intimate at Paris. 
I informed him that I was going, refpedling the pro- 
perty of my wife, to Jacmel, and that I was the 
bearer of a packet for the commandant of that place ; 
which papers I left With hini until the time I (hould 
depart for Jacmel. I remained three days at the 
houfe of Citizen Fauchet; during which time we 
always fpoke of affairs of politics: His attachment 
to me induced him to impart with me matters of the 
utmoft conlequence, particularly what concerned Ja- 
maica. I went then to join my wife at New York, 

Vol. I. A a after 
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after having afked of Citizen 'Faucliet to procure me 
a dired opportunity for JacmeL At New York, I 
enquired for veifels to execute tny voyage; but the 
want of fuch an opportunity, together with the terror 
which had been infpired to me refpeding Hifpaniola^ 
induced me to return to Citizen Faucheti and begged 
of him to find out Tome pretence to fend the papers 
I had left with him/ telling him, I would not expofe 
myfelf by going to a place where I had 'every thing 
to fear. Eight or ten days after, he fen t^ by Ihe waf 
of St* Thomas, the Citizen Seche, who undclrtook 
the miflion, and delivered the packet to Hig^ud^ and 
returned to Philadelphia ; nine Weeks after^ or there- 
about, we learnt the arredation of Polvefel and 
Santhonax. Having returned to Phihdclphia, Citbeea 
Fauchet told me, he had received ^orders from Rigattd^ 
tmd the Republican Chiefs at Hifpankria^ to raife as 
many men of colour as poffible on the continent^ iit 
order to fend them to Jamaica, there to be employed 
to infurreft the negroes of that tflaod^ under a pre* 
fence of liberty and equality. The fame Fauchet gate 
-me a letter to carry to Citizen L* Arcumbal, the Cooful 
at New York, to engage him to procure feme people 
of colour for that purpofe, and to fend him an account 
of it. At the end of a few days, to my certain 
Icnowledge, a citizen of colour, who fpoke Eoglifliy 
and who kept a correfpondence with Citizen Granvilki 
alfo a man of colour, who was then a prifoner in 
Jamaica, failed from New York, difguifed as a fore- 
maft man, in a fchooner to come to Kingfton^ and 
find his faid friend. Citizen Fauchet came to New 
York, where he fpent fome days with me: He had 
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come there on purppfe to prepare the neceflary hof- 
fitala for the fquadrpn^ which had beeo announced 
to hiin. I had an oppprtunity of knowing the orders 
h^ bad juft received from the National Convention : 
It wa$ pidered to him» to procure a gre;it quantity 
of provifions ; to (end immediately an exprefs to get 
readj^i at Cape Frao^oisi hofpita]s> lod^ingsi and baif- 
rapks; it was alfo mentioned^ to follow t^e orders 
of La?^uz and Rigaud^ for what paiticularly cpnccfpe^ 

r 

Japiaica* Some time after, the Citizen CommiiTaiy 
Hugues (ent three men pf colour, who fpoke Ei^lifliy 
frpm the windward iflands to Citizen Fauchet at 
Philadelphia} but not finding bini there, they came 
to New Torl( tp join him. I was prefent when they 
delivered their packets to Fauchet; and they had 
pr4ers to come, in a^ fliort time as poflible, to Jamaica. 
One of thefe three, who might pafs for a white maq, 
embar^d on the 3d of November, in the fame veflel 
on which came ii)y wife, with feveral other paflengers ; 
tmoagft whom was an EngUfli man of {cglour, and 
.lin inhabitant of the environs of Afartha 6rae in 
Js|maiC9, apd intimatp fi^ith Citiznp Fauchet and the 
Cooful li'ArcMmbal. Aboi^t two months after, the 
fame £^gli(h man of colour returned to New York, 
find brought to me a letter from my wife ; and fome 
days after be embarVed again for Ki^gfton, with mf oy 
people of colour, in a fcffcl loaded only with greit 
Cprn : One of tbem ^i^, be was the fr^nd of me ^f 
the fifaiefs of MaroQ.Q n^roes* In the mo^tb of April 
laft anivjBd at New Tork twelve or fourteen mep of 
colour, came out from tbe prifbn-fi/ip : I ifras prefent 
wben they came 10 the Cani^ul's^ wit|i one fin^o 

A a a pafTport 



( 35<J ) 

pairport for them all, from the Britifli government, 
which had been delivered to the captain of the veflel* 
Five of tbofe men of colour embarked, to my know- 
ledge, at New York for Jamaica, two of whom arc 
brothers, named Gafpard, and another called Laptaine, 
who alfo faid they were friends to Granville. This 
Granville told me, on my arrival at Kingfton, that 
thofe fame men had gone to the Maroon Town, and 
certainly there would fhortly be an infurrefiion. I 
am fo fully perfuaded of it, and aflured of the h6t^ 
from the friendfliip which fubfifts between Fauchet 
and me, who bad in confidence communicated to me 
the proje£l: of revolting the negroes of Jamaica, he 
haying fent, for that purpofe, upwards of one hundred 
and fifty French people, the major part of whom 
were men of colour, that in confequence, fearing 
fome accident for my wife, I thought it my duty 
to come to her, with an intention to bring her back 
immediately ' to New York. I alfo declare, that I 
brought to Granville a letter from Fauchet, the con- 
tents of which I am entirely ignorant of, which is 
the only one I brought. I declare alfo, that the 
major part of the fads here fet forth were known to 
the Count Lafitte; fince, without ever having feen 
him or known him before, he came to my lodgings in 
Kingfton at different times, when his converfatton and 
queftions breathed only an infurre£lion of the negroes 
of this country, and that he conCdered it as unavoid* 
able. I alfo know, that the Count Lafitte is the 
intimate friend of a French merchant who refides 
at New York, and is appointed from the French 
Republic as the agent for the affairs of the ftate, 
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and tKat he has advanced money to Mr. Lafitte durins^^ 
his ftay at New York; and that even the Citizen 
Conful L'Arcumbal has given to Mr. Lafitte, when he 
was at New York, either as a loan or otherwife, from 
two to three hundred dollars. I likewife declare, that 
Mr. Lafitte has confeffed to me, that no other motives 
kept him here, but of endeavouring to get out of prifori 
about fifteen prifoners, great patriots, for whom he 
interefted himfelf very much, being his countrymen, 
and had been taken in Olanier's brig; that he had 
even caufed a petition to be prefented in name of faid 
prifoners ; I know to my certain knowledge, that faid 
prifoners entertained a correfpondence with Lafitte. 
About two months before my departure from New 
York, I went to fpend fome days with Mr. Fauchet, 
at Philadelphia: He had juft received papers of the 
greateft confequence, which I took cognizance of, 
being communicated to me : Thofe papers had been 
brought by the Semillante frigate, with fome other 
veflels come from France, which, in their way, went 
to Newfoundland, there to burn the BritiOi vefiels 
they could find there; which frigate and veiTeb 
brought in part arms, particularly four large cafes, 
containing three thoufand broad fwords deftined for 
Hifpaniola, which a cutter brought to general Lavauz, 
with order to aifemble all the people of colour he 
could collect, and to give the fame orders to Citizen 
Rigaud, fo that the nation might depend on ten 
thoufand men for fecret expedition. In" the commu- 
nication I have taken of the orders fent to Citizen 
Fauchet from the Convention, it was faid, that the 
fquadron fliould imn^ediately fail from France i that 
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ibek firft obje£k wm to b^j fecret expedition againft 
tho firUiih.iflands; to fend to Rigaud aqd La^aux all 
the people of colour, as volunteers^ fpeaking SnglUb i 
the order was, that Rigaud and Lavaux (boi^Id make 
no attack on the eQemy until further orders* 

^< Before my departure from New York to Phila- 
delphia! 1 went to take leave of Citizen Fauchet : He 
delivered to me orders for Citizen L'Arcunibal» to 
give me a certificate of re(idei>ce^ without any date i 
he acknowledged to mCi that^ in the courfe of Sep- 
tember and Oflobery Jamaica would belong to France^ 
the taking of which was inevitable, from the means 
that had juft been taken ; that the French were to 
land ten thoufand negroes at fome diftanee frofii 
Kingfton, all of them armed with two muikets and 
two broad fwords, to be diftributed to the negroes in 
infurre^ion, whiift the fquadron (hould attack the 
ports in the environs of Kingfton. AU the above 
fa&s are OlxI&Ij true. Had I forefeen the misfortune 
cf my arreftation^ I would have brought with me the 
proofs, I being the friend and even the confidant of 
Fauchet. In cafe the Britiih governmept ihould not 
be fatisfied with TP^at I have }uft declared, I oblige 
myielf tio leave here all my papers ^nd cSScEU, the 
value of which amoupts m leaft to twenty thou&ud 
French livres, as a d^ofit, until I fhall fend from 
New York every and all the infbrmatioQS that maj 
be required } it being eafy for me to take them out of 
the regiAere. I id(6 engage to bftruiS the govern- 
ment, by all the veflels that ihaH fail from New Yoilc 
and Fhiladelphiai of all what pafies in the offiices of 
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the French Republic; by which means I (hall coa^ 
vince the Biitifli nation, that I am not an enemy to 
the Engliflii as fome have endeavoured to perfuade. 

** N. B, There will be found a contradi&ion in my 
(irft and former declaration, on what refpefts the 
friendihip fubfiftiug between Citizen Fauchet and 
mjfelf } which I did becaufe I thought my intereft 
required it. I am well aflured, that Citizen Fauchet 
is not recalled, as has been reported ; but, admitting 
he were fo, I am certain I always (hall find means to 
give to the Briti(h government every information that 
can be required, efpecially on what has been or may 
be done in the colonies, from the eafy accefs I have 
had during my ftay in North America, and by the 
acquaintance I have with the agents of the Republic, 
being very intimate with them. Though my opinion 
may be contrary to theirs, the intereft of my children, 
and the property I have in France, have obliged me 
to diflemble. In (hort, I oblige myfelf to do whatever 
the Briti(h government (hall judge proper, and to 
execute their inftru£lions ; engaging myfelf to return 
within the fpace of four months/' 

A true tranjlation from the French original. 

J. B. Grosicard, Stuorn LittrpnUr. 
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